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Objectives

• Review the Every Student Succeeds Act Title I, Part A 
foster care school stability assurances

• Better collaboration during the Best Interest 
Determination proces.



Pre-Assessment



Pre-Assessment
1. The school of origin is the school the child is enrolled at 

when entering foster care or if already in foster care, the 
school the child is enrolled at the time of a foster care 
placement change.

a. True

b. False



Pre-Assessment
2. Which school should a student in foster care attend during 

the Best Interest Determination process? 

a. New school

b. School that the biological parents choose

c. School of origin

d. School that the student in foster care chooses



Pre-Assessment
3. The Best Interest Determination process should be executed when 

a student enters foster care or a student in foster care changes 
their foster care living arrangement.

a. True

b. False



Pre-Assessment
4. Which party is responsible for transporting a student in foster care to their school of origin?

a. School of origin

b. New school

c. School of origin & new school splits responsibility

d. Child welfare agency

e. Foster caregiver

f. School of origin & child welfare agency share the responsibility



Pre-Assessment
5. The Best Interest Determination process should be 

led by the child welfare agency & be completed in 5 
days.

a. True

b. False



Setting the Stage



Definition of Foster Care

Foster 
Care

•Away from parents
•With child welfare agency

Foster 
Care Homeless



Foster Care 
Definition 
Joint Letter

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/11/Joint%20Letter%20to%20LEAs%20defining%20FY%20with%20scenarios%20final%2008-31-22%20PDF.pdf


Foster Care Data

5,856

3,214

Children in Department of Child Safety 
(Total- 9,070)

Students Non-Students

20,300 Moves a year
55.58 Moves a day 

2.20 Moves per child

Foster Care Mobility



Quick Overview



School Stability
Children in foster remain in their school of origin.
 

‘‘(i)… remains in such child’s school of origin, unless a 
determination is made that it is not in such child’s best 
interest;” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


School of Origin
A child in foster care is to enroll or remain in the school of origin

Home/Initial FC Placement Initial/New FC Placement

School of Origin
• The school in which a child is enrolled at the time of placement in foster care, including preschool

– OR – 
• The school in which the child is enrolled at the time of change in foster care placement

School of Origin                    New School

Enters foster care
– OR – 

Change in foster care placement

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf#page=11


Points of Contact

‘‘(5) collaborate with the State or local child welfare 
agency to— ‘‘(A) designate a point of contact…” -- 

1112(c)(5)

Local 
Education 

Agency Points 
of Contact

Department of 
Child Safety Points 

of Contact

Tribal Foster 
Care Points 
of Contact

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx


Best Interest Determination

Should the student in foster care 
remain in their school of origin?

During the Best Interest 
Determination Process… 
YES!



Transportation
Shared Responsibility of Transportation.

“(i)… transportation to the school of origin will promptly 
receive transportation in a cost-effective manner…” --
1112(c)(5)(B)(i)

Local 
Education 
Agency

Child 
Welfare 
Agency

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Immediate Enrollment

School 
of 

Origin
Best 

Interest
New 

School

‘‘(ii)… not in such child’s best interest to remain in the 
school of origin, the child is immediately enrolled in a new 
school…” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(ii)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Foster Care School Stability Steps
Student enters foster care or has a change in foster care placement

Student remains at the school of origin while the Local Education Agency & child welfare agency execute the Best 
Interest Determination process

Best Interest Determination 
Outcome: Stay in School of 

Origin

Local Education Agency & child 
welfare agency collaborate on 

transportation

Best Interest Determination 
Outcome: Do Not Stay in School of 

Origin

The new school immediately enrolls the 
student, even without all paperwork.

Best Interest 
Determination



Prep for Best Interest 
Determination Process



Best Interest 
Determination 
Prep Form

 

    
 

School of Origin BID Preparation Form 
 

Date: Click or tap to enter a date. 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information 

LEA Name:  

School Site:  

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:  Email:  

School Address:  

 
Child in Foster Care Information 

Child Name:  

Date of Birth:  State Student ID:  

Date of FC Move:  Grade:  

Residence School Address:  

 
School of Origin Input for BID 

 
• How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff? 

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of 
belonging or fitting in, etc.) 
 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
• How is the child performing academically?  

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.) 
 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/School%20of%20Origin%20BID%20Prep%20Form.docx
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School of Origin BID Preparation Form



Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

		Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information



		LEA Name:

		



		School Site:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638326]LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:

		

		Email:

		



		School Address:

		



		



		Child in Foster Care Information



		Child Name:

		



		Date of Birth:

		

		State Student ID:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638844]Date of FC Move:

		

		Grade:

		



		Residence School Address:

		



		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116636764]School of Origin Input for BID







· How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff?

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of belonging or fitting in, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· How is the child performing academically? 

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.













· What are the child’s social connections within the school setting?

(i.e., engaging/not engaging with peers, having friends, do their siblings attend the school also, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Which extracurricular activities are the child participating in?

(i.e., clubs, sports, tutoring, etc.)? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Is the child receiving special education through an IEP or 504 Plan? 

· If yes, briefly describe any accommodations for the child, any related services being provided, and how the LEA is providing access to a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment for the child. 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Describe any other supports and services the LEA provides to the child.

(i.e., is the child also an English language learner, any other federal programs eligibility, free/reduced lunch, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· What additional information needs to be considered? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



		School of Origin Recommendation for BID







· From the school of origin perspective, how might a school change affect the child? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· From the school of origin perspective, is it in the best interest for the child to remain at their school of origin? 

· Briefly provide support for the recommendation.



Click or tap here to enter text.
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Best Interest Determinations



When to do 
the Best 
Interest 
Determination
Process?

Enters 
Foster 
Care

Foster 
Care 

Change

Best Interest 
Determination 

Executed



‘‘A. Within five days after a 
child enters foster care or if a 
child's placement changes… 
shall determine if it is in the 
child's best interest to remain in 
the child's school of origin…” --
ARS 8-530.04(A)

5 Days for Best Interest Determination 
Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm


‘‘A. The department of child 
safety and the department of 
education shall… prompt 
resolution of disputes
B. … ensure transportation to the 
school of origin… until the dispute 
is resolved.
C. A decision… within ten 
business days…” -- ARS 8-530.05

Arbitration Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Fars%2F8%2F00530-05.htm


Department of Child Safety Best Interest 
Determination Meeting Table in Email

Student’s Name / Parents’ Name(s) Student’s Living Situation & Name Potential Meeting Dates & Time

Student:

Parent(s):

□ Foster Family: 
□ Kinship Family: 
□ Group Home: 
□ Other:

Current Enrollment & School Name School & District of Origin School & District of 
Residence

IEP/504

□ Yes
 School Name:

 Grade:

□ No
 Last School:

□ IEP
□ 504
□ IDEA Parent (if different 
than parent):



Department 
of Child Safety 
Best Interest 
Determination 
Process 
Document



Best Interest Determination Participants
REQUIRED

• Child Welfare Agency

• School of Origin

AMELIORATING

• New School

• Caregiver

• Student

• Parents

• Surrogate

• CASA



Factors of  a 
Best Interest 
Determination

Foster Care Plan

Academics

School Credits

Safety

Student, Parent, 
Caregiver

Distance & Commute



Unique Best Interest 
Determination Factors



Placed by Department of Child Safety 

Placed by delinquency court 

Best Interest Determination Process – 
Canyon State Academy
Canyon State Academy- Can they still attend their 
school of origin?



School attended before residential treatment center.

 

Best Interest Determination Process – 
Residential Treatment Center
Residential Treatment Center- What school is the 
school of origin?



Public school that placed the student.

 

Best Interest Determination Process – Level 
D Placement
Level D Placement/Private Day School- What school 
is the school of origin?



School of origin

Immediately enroll at new school 

Best Interest Determination Process – No 
Arizona Public School
No Arizona Public School- How is the Best Interest 
Determination executed?



Withdrawal & New 
Enrollment



Withdrawal

Caregiver tries to withdraw

No withdrawal, notify point of contact

Best Interest Determination process



New Enrollment

Caregiver tries to enroll

Notify school of origin point of 
contact

Best Interest Determination process



Flowcharts



Best Interest Determination School of Origin

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/10/BID_Flow_Chart_SOO_with_Explainer.10.10.2024.pdf


Best Interest Determination New School

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/10/BID_Flow_Chart_NS_with_Explainer.10.10.2024.pdf


Best Interest Determination Child Welfare Agency

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/10/BID_Flow_Chart_CWA_with_Explainer.10.10.2024.pdf


Post-Assessment



Post-Assessment
1. The school of origin is the school the child is enrolled at 

when entering foster care or if already in foster care, the 
school the child is enrolled at the time of a foster care 
placement change.

a. True

b. False



Post-Assessment
2. Which school should a student in foster care attend during 

the Best Interest Determination process? 

a. New school

b. School that the biological parents choose

c. School of origin

d. School that the student in foster care chooses



Post-Assessment
3. The Best Interest Determination process should be executed when 

a student enters foster care or a student in foster care changes 
their foster care living arrangement.

a. True

b. False



Post-Assessment
4. Which party is responsible for transporting a student in foster care to their school of origin?

a. School of origin

b. New school

c. School of origin & new school splits responsibility

d. Child welfare agency

e. Foster caregiver

f. School of origin & child welfare agency share the responsibility



Post-Assessment
5. The Best Interest Determination process should be 

led by the child welfare agency & be completed in 5 
days.

a. True

b. False



Closing & Next Steps



Feedback Survey & Certificates
Feedback survey 
• Must complete survey to receive professional learning 

certificate in Arizona Department of Education 
Professional Learning and Development Blackboard & 
receive credit for attending the mandatory training

Recording and slides
• The recording & slides will be posted on Arizona 

Department of Education’s Foster Care webpage

https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/


Survey Link

https://forms.office.com/r/TpA1Hm2eQt 

https://forms.office.com/r/TpA1Hm2eQt


Upcoming Trainings 

Oct. 24, 2024 Maricopa County Foster 
Care Education Collaborative 02:00 

PM - 03:00 PM
Oct. 30, 2024 

McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

& Foster Care 
Points of Contact 

Convening on 
Transportation 
AM (Maricopa 

Only) 09:00 AM - 
12:00 PM

Oct. 30, 2024 
McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Liaison 
& Foster Care 

Points of Contact 
Convening on 

Transportation 
PM (Maricopa 

Only) 01:00 PM - 
04:00 PM

Nov. 6, 2024 
McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

& Foster Care 
Points of Contact 

Convening on 
Transportation 
AM (Maricopa 

Only) 09:00 AM - 
12:00 PM

Nov. 6, 2024 
McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Liaison 

& Foster Care 
Points of Contact 

Convening on 
Transportation 
PM (Maricopa 

Only) 01:00 PM - 
04:00 PM

Nov. 12, 2024 
Foster Care 
Education: 

Basics 10:00 AM - 
12:00 PM

Dec. 17, 2024 
Foster Care 

Education: Post-
Secondary 

Supports 10:00 
AM - 12:00 PM



Questions



Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569​
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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