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Objectives
Participants will…

• quickly review the ESSA Title I, Part A school stability 
assurances

• learn more about collaborating with the child welfare agency 
to ensure transportation to the school of origin



Common Acronyms
• SEA: State Educational Agency
• LEA: Local Educational Agency
• CWA: Child Welfare Agency
• ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act
• RTC: Residential Treatment Center
• BID: Best Interest Determination
• POC: Point of Contact
• FAPE: Free Appropriate Public Education



Pre-Assessment



Pre-Assessment
1. The school of origin is the school the child is enrolled at 

when entering foster care or if already in foster care, the 
school the child is enrolled at the time of a foster care 
placement change.

a. True

b. False



Pre-Assessment
2. Which school should a student in foster care attend during 

the BID process? 

a. New school

b. School that the biological parents choose

c. School of origin

d. School that the student in foster care chooses



Pre-Assessment
3. The BID process should be executed when a student enters foster 

care or a student in foster care changes their foster care living 
arrangement.

a. True

b. False



Pre-Assessment
4. Which party is responsible for transporting a student in foster care to their school of origin?

a. School of origin

b. New school

c. School of origin & new school splits responsibility

d. Child welfare agency

e. Foster caregiver

f. School of origin & child welfare agency share the responsibility



Pre-Assessment
5. Transportation to the school of origin must 

be _____ & _____.

a. Prompt; Cost-effective

b. Easy; Convenient

c. Optional; Rare



Go to menti.com
Type in 8980 4376

Year, Make, & Model of First Car

http://www.menti.com/


Setting the Stage



Definition of Foster Care
24-hour (a day) substitute care for children placed away 
from their parents or guardians and for whom the child 
welfare agency (DCS, tribal, or local) has placement and 
care responsibility. 

Children in foster care are not considered 
‘homeless’ or McKinney-Vento eligible.



Foster Care 
Definition Joint 
Letter

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/11/Joint%20Letter%20to%20LEAs%20defining%20FY%20with%20scenarios%20final%2008-31-22%20PDF.pdf


Foster Care Data

7221

1910

Children in DCS (Total- 9,131)

Students Non-Students

20,300 Moves a year
55.58 Moves a day 

2.19 Moves per child

Foster Care Mobility



Quick Overview



School Stability
Children in foster care have the right to 
remain in their school of origin.
 
‘‘(i) any such child enrolls or remains in such child’s school of origin, unless a determination is 
made that it is not in such child’s best interest to attend the school of origin, which decision 
shall be based on all factors relating to the child’s best interest, including consideration of the 
appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the school in which 
the child is enrolled at the time of placement;” -- 1111(g)(1)(E)(i)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


School of Origin
A child in foster care is to enroll or remain in the school of origin

Home/Initial FC Placement Initial/New FC Placement

School of Origin
• The school in which a child is enrolled at the time of placement in foster care, including preschool

– OR – 
• The school in which the child is enrolled at the time of change in foster care placement

School of Origin                    New School

Enters foster care
– OR – 

Change in foster care placement

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/edhhsfostercarenonregulatorguide.pdf#page=11


Points of Contact

• LEA Points of 
Contact

• DCS Points of 
Contact

• Tribal Foster 
Care Points of 
Contact

‘‘(5) collaborate with the State or local child 
welfare agency to—
‘‘(A) designate a point of contact if the 
corresponding child welfare agency notifies the 
local educational agency, in writing, that the 
agency has designated an employee to serve as 
a point of contact for the local educational 
agency”

20 U.S.C. § 6312 (c)(5)(A)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1s3t1wiIrw_UBH4Vge71XLHzFKkPh--jMYTycKLSb3bc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/DCS%20Notice%20To%20LEAs%20%26%20DCS%20Regional%20Map%20Rev%2008.03.2022%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/08/AZ%20Tribal%20Foster%20Care%20POC%2008.03.2022.xlsx


A holistic assessment to determine whether the child in foster care should 
remain in their school of origin, or if it is not in the best interest to remain 
in the school of origin, to ensure the student is immediately enrolled in the 
new school
 

The student should remain at the 
school of origin during the BID 

process

Best Interest Determination



Transportation to school of origin is prompt 
& cost-effective. The LEA & the child 
welfare agency share the responsibility.
 
“(i) ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to the school of 
origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and in 
accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
675(4)(A)); and” --1112(c)(5)(B)(i)

Transportation

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Procedure%20Document%2009.20.2022.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


If the school of origin is not in the best interest of 
the student, they should be immediately enrolled 
into a new school.
 

‘‘(ii) when a determination is made that it is not in such child’s best interest to 
remain in the school of origin, the child is immediately enrolled in a new school, 
even if the child is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment;” 
-- 1111(g)(1)(E)(ii)

Immediate Enrollment

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Foster Care School Stability Steps
Student enters foster care or has a change in foster care placement

Student remains at the school of origin while the LEA & child welfare agency execute the BID process

BID Outcome: Stay in 
School of Origin

LEA & child welfare agency 
collaborate on transportation

BID Outcome: Do Not 
Stay in School of Origin

The new school immediately enrolls the 
student, even without all paperwork.

BID



Prep for BID Process



BID Prep Form

 

    
 

School of Origin BID Preparation Form 
 

Date: Click or tap to enter a date. 

Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information 

LEA Name:  

School Site:  

LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:  Email:  

School Address:  

 
Child in Foster Care Information 

Child Name:  

Date of Birth:  State Student ID:  

Date of FC Move:  Grade:  

Residence School Address:  

 
School of Origin Input for BID 

 
• How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff? 

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of 
belonging or fitting in, etc.) 
 
Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
• How is the child performing academically?  

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.) 
 

Click or tap here to enter text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/08/School%20of%20Origin%20BID%20Prep%20Form.docx
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School of Origin BID Preparation Form



Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

		Local Educational Agency (LEA) Information



		LEA Name:

		



		School Site:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638326]LEA Foster Care Point of Contact:

		

		Email:

		



		School Address:

		



		



		Child in Foster Care Information



		Child Name:

		



		Date of Birth:

		

		State Student ID:

		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116638844]Date of FC Move:

		

		Grade:

		



		Residence School Address:

		



		



		[bookmark: _Hlk116636764]School of Origin Input for BID







· How well connected is the child to the school and/or school staff?

(i.e., how long attending the school, positive relationships with school staff, any sense of belonging or fitting in, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· How is the child performing academically? 

(i.e., passing/failing classes, reading/writing/math at grade level, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.













· What are the child’s social connections within the school setting?

(i.e., engaging/not engaging with peers, having friends, do their siblings attend the school also, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Which extracurricular activities are the child participating in?

(i.e., clubs, sports, tutoring, etc.)? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Is the child receiving special education through an IEP or 504 Plan? 

· If yes, briefly describe any accommodations for the child, any related services being provided, and how the LEA is providing access to a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment for the child. 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· Describe any other supports and services the LEA provides to the child.

(i.e., is the child also an English language learner, any other federal programs eligibility, free/reduced lunch, etc.)



Click or tap here to enter text.



· What additional information needs to be considered? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



		School of Origin Recommendation for BID







· From the school of origin perspective, how might a school change affect the child? 



Click or tap here to enter text.



· From the school of origin perspective, is it in the best interest for the child to remain at their school of origin? 

· Briefly provide support for the recommendation.



Click or tap here to enter text.





image1.png
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Within 5 days of a foster care move, determine if it is 
in the best interest to remain in the school of origin.

‘‘A. Within five days after a child enters foster care or if a child's placement changes, the child, if 
appropriate, the child's caseworker, the child's parent, guardian, custodian, caregiver or foster parent and 
representatives from the local education agency or the child's school of origin shall determine if it is in the 
child's best interest to remain in the child's school of origin. The decision shall be based on all factors 
relating to the child's best interest, including consideration of the child's unique educational needs, 
appropriateness of the current educational setting and the proximity to the school in which the child is 
enrolled at the time of placement. The department shall ensure transportation for the child during the best 
interest educational placement determination process.  If it is determined that the school of origin is not in 
the best interest of the child, the new educational institution shall be included in the determination 
process.;” -- ARS 8-530.04(A)

5 Days for BID Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/8/00530-04.htm


ADE & DCS adopt an arbitration process to resolve 
disputes regarding transportation to school of origin.

‘‘A. The department of child safety and the department of education shall adopt a clear, written 
arbitration process for prompt resolution of disputes between the department of child safety, local 
educational agencies and the department of education regarding the arrangement for and funding 
of a child's transportation to a school determined to be in the best interest of the child pursuant to 
section 8-530.04.
B. The arbitration process shall include provisions to ensure transportation to the school of origin or 
current educational placement if a prior best interest determination has been made until the dispute 
is resolved.
C. A decision resolving a dispute pursuant to this section shall be made within ten business days 
after receipt of the dispute.” -- ARS 8-530.05

Arbitration Process

https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.azleg.gov%2Fars%2F8%2F00530-05.htm


DCS BID Process 
Document



Transportation



Clear, written procedures to ensure transportation to the 
school of origin will be provided, arranged, & funded for 
the duration of time in foster care.
 

‘‘(B) by not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of the Every Student Succeeds 
Act, develop and implement clear written procedures governing how transportation to 
maintain children in foster care in their school of origin when in their best interest will be 
provided, arranged, and funded for the duration of the time in foster care, which 
procedures shall— 
‘‘(i) ensure that children in foster care needing transportation to the school of origin will 
promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and in accordance with section 
475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(4)(A));…” --1112(c)(5)(B)

Transportation Plan

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


If additional costs, either CWA reimburses LEA or LEA 
pays or LEA & CWA agree to share the cost.
 

‘‘(ii) ensure that, if there are additional costs incurred in providing transportation to maintain 
children in foster care in their schools of origin, the local educational agency will provide 
transportation to the school of origin if— 
‘‘(I) the local child welfare agency agrees to reimburse the local educational agency for the cost 
of such transportation; 
‘‘(II) the local educational agency agrees to pay for the cost of such transportation; or 
‘‘(III) the local educational agency and the local child welfare agency agree to share the cost of 
such transportation;” --1112(c)(5)(B)

Additional Costs

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Foster Care 
Transportation 
Procedure

Foster Care Transportation 
Procedure Document 
Once a child in foster care is identified, the Local Educational Agency’s (LEA) Foster 
Care Point of Contact (POC) shall be notified. The LEA Foster Care POC will execute 
the procedure for ensuring children in foster care that need transportation to their 
school of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and 
in accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(4)(A)) & 
how that transportation will be provided, arranged, and funded. Transportation to 
the school of origin for children in foster care is a shared responsibility between the 
child welfare agency & the school of origin. This collaboration requires great 
partnership, creative problem-solving skills, and a student-focused mindset so 
children in foster care would be affirmingly supported by all foster care education 
stakeholders.   

Local Educational Agency  [Click here to enter text.] 
 

• School (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.] 
• LEA Foster Care POC (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.] 
• Transportation Office contact (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter 

text.] 
 

• Student(s) (Name and DOB): [Click here to enter text.] Grade: [Click here to 
enter text.] 

• Placement/Caregiver (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.] 
 

• Child Welfare Agency (CWA) POC (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter 
text.] 

• CWA Specialist (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.] 
• CWA Specialist’s Supervisor (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.] 

 

Foster Caregiver Address: [Click here to enter text.] 
School Address: [Click here to enter text.] 
 

Procedure 
 
Is the child in foster care placed in this LEA’s district boundaries (if applicable)?  
YES  ☐  NO  ☐  
 If yes, this LEA shall transport this child in the same manner as the rest of their 

students. If this LEA does not have boundaries or does not transport their 
students continue with this procedure. 

 If no, continue with this procedure.  

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/09/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Procedure%20Document%2009.20.2022.docx

Foster Care Transportation Procedure Document

Once a child in foster care is identified, the Local Educational Agency’s (LEA) Foster Care Point of Contact (POC) shall be notified. The LEA Foster Care POC will execute the procedure for ensuring children in foster care that need transportation to their school of origin will promptly receive transportation in a cost-effective manner and in accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(4)(A)) & how that transportation will be provided, arranged, and funded. Transportation to the school of origin for children in foster care is a shared responsibility between the child welfare agency & the school of origin. This collaboration requires great partnership, creative problem-solving skills, and a student-focused mindset so children in foster care would be affirmingly supported by all foster care education stakeholders.  

Local Educational Agency  [Click here to enter text.]



· School (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]

· LEA Foster Care POC (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]

· Transportation Office contact (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]



· Student(s) (Name and DOB): [Click here to enter text.] Grade: [Click here to enter text.]

· Placement/Caregiver (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]



· Child Welfare Agency (CWA) POC (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]

· CWA Specialist (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]

· CWA Specialist’s Supervisor (Name and Contact Info): [Click here to enter text.]



Foster Caregiver Address: [Click here to enter text.]

School Address: [Click here to enter text.]



Procedure



Is the child in foster care placed in this LEA’s district boundaries (if applicable)?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐	

· If yes, this LEA shall transport this child in the same manner as the rest of their students. If this LEA does not have boundaries or does not transport their students continue with this procedure.

· If no, continue with this procedure. 



Is the child in foster care receiving transportation through another LEA program (i.e. the child’s IEP has transportation as a related service, in which, that transportation is funded through the IDEA Act, the child was deemed McKinney-Vento eligible (aka ‘homeless’) before entering foster care and was transported through that program, etc.)?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐ 

· If yes, this LEA shall transport this child through the stated program. State the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Is the child in foster care placed in congregate care (i.e. a foster group home)?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐	

· If yes, request the child welfare agency to provide the current transportation requirements for congregate care providers. Collaborate with the child welfare agency to ensure that if the congregate care provider is bound by contract to provide transportation to school, that transportation option is prioritized given the requirement to provide transportation in the most cost-effective & prompt manner. Enter the name and contact information (or vendor service name and contact information) of the person transporting the child in foster care and the details of the transportation: [Click here to enter text.] 

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Is the child in foster care’s caregiver or other responsible adult willing to transport the child to their school (one or both ways) or a stop on the LEA’s existing bus route (or to a mutually agreed upon location?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐  

· If yes, enter the name and contact information of the person transporting the child in foster care and the details of the transportation: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Can an LEA’s existing bus route be modified in such a manner that it would produce a negligible burden on this LEA?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐

· If yes, this LEA shall transport the child in foster care in this manner. State the details of this transportation option: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Is the child in foster care of an appropriate age and can they deploy or acquire the aptitude to take advantage of public transportation options?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐	

· If yes, state which entity (the LEA, CWA, both, or other) will fund this transportation, the details of this transportation option (i.e. bus numbers and route, expected time of travel, etc.) and the safety protocols in place for the child in foster care: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Can this child in foster care be transported by this LEA in any other low or no-cost method that is not stated above?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐	

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.] 

· If no, continue with this procedure.



For the purpose of educational stability for children in foster care, will this LEA solely provide, arrange, and fund transportation for this child in foster care?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



For the purpose of educational stability for children in foster care, will this LEA provide, arrange, and fund transportation for this child in foster care, if the CWA reimburses this LEA?  

YES  ☐  NO  ☐ 

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure. 



For the purpose of educational stability for children in foster care, will the CWA solely provide, arrange, and fund transportation for this child in foster care?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, continue with this procedure.



Can this child in foster care be transported by the CWA in any other low or no-cost method that is not stated above?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐	

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.] 

· If no, continue with this procedure.



For the purpose of educational stability for children in foster care, will this LEA and the CWA enter into a cost sharing agreement to provide, arrange, and fund transportation for this child in foster care?  YES  ☐  NO  ☐

· If yes, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]

· If no, state which dispute resolution process this LEA and CWA will employ and how transportation for this child in foster care will be provided, arranged, and funded during the time the dispute is being resolved (ADE has provided a sample dispute resolution process here that either party can instigate): [Click here to enter text.]

· Once the dispute has been resolved, state the details of the transportation option to be employed and how this transportation option will be provided, arranged, and funded: [Click here to enter text.]





Transportation
Existing 
Options

Transportation already 
provided by other programs 
or already being paid for-
•SPED
•Title IV-E
•Federal Programs
•Group home state contract

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/07/DCS_Congregate_Care_RFP_Scope_of_Work_01.09.2024.pdf


Transportation 
Low to No
Cost

Transportation that can be 
provided at low or no-cost-
•Caregiver provides transportation 
to school 
•Existing bus routes
•CWA may be able to provide mile 
reimbursement to the caregiver
•Amending current bus routes
•Public transportation, if 
appropriate



Foster Parent

Family Foster Home Agreement (2.7.) 
Accept, encourage and support the child’s 
individual lifestyle, including the arrangement 
and facilitation for the child to receive an 
education based upon his or her ability and 
within the school district of their origin when 
appropriate…

AAC R.21-6-316. 
A foster parent shall provide or arrange 
appropriate local transportation to meet the 
routine educational, medical, recreational, 
social, religious, and therapeutic needs of a 
foster child.

https://dcs.az.gov/file/17446/download?token=V4rG72Hs
https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_21/21-06.pdf#page=15


Foster Group 
Home Scope of 
Work

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/09/DCS_GH_School_Transport_01.2024.pdf


Transportation Methods



Go to menti.com 
Type in 7687 9761

Rank Order Transportation Methods

http://www.menti.com/


Post-Assessment



Post-Assessment
1. The school of origin is the school the child is enrolled at 

when entering foster care or if already in foster care, the 
school the child is enrolled at the time of a foster care 
placement change.

a. True

b. False



Post-Assessment
2. Which school should a student in foster care attend during 

the BID process? 

a. New school

b. School that the biological parents choose

c. School of origin

d. School that the student in foster care chooses



Post-Assessment
3. The BID process should be executed when a student enters foster 

care or a student in foster care changes their foster care living 
arrangement.

a. True

b. False



Post-Assessment
4. Which party is responsible for transporting a student in foster care to their school of origin?

a. School of origin

b. New school

c. School of origin & new school splits responsibility

d. Child welfare agency

e. Foster caregiver

f. School of origin & child welfare agency share the responsibility



Post-Assessment
5. Transportation to the school of origin must 

be _____ & _____. 

a. Prompt; Cost-effective

b. Easy; Convenient

c. Optional; Rare



Closing & Next Steps



Feedback Survey & Certificates
Feedback survey 
•Must complete survey to receive PL certificate in 

APLD Blackboard & receive credit for attending the 
mandatory training

Recording and slides
•The recording & slides will be posted on ADE’s Foster 

Care webpage

https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/
https://www.azed.gov/fostercare/


Survey Link

https://forms.office.com/r/KDZWaDEcDt 

https://forms.office.com/r/KDZWaDEcDt


Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569​
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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