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Setting the Stage



Monitoring

Per 34 C.F.R. § 76.770, the Arizona 
Department of Education’s (ADE) Foster Care 
Education has scheduled the desktop 
monitoring of each LEA participating in 
ADE’s Title I, Cycle IV Monitoring to ensure 
their compliance with the foster care school 
stability provisions outlined in the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-A/part-76/subpart-G/subject-group-ECFR260cb34d3a397cd/section-76.770


Foster Care

Section 1112(c)(5) of the ESEA requires local 
school districts (LEAs) that receive Title I 
funds to collaborate with the State or local 
child welfare agencies to:

• Develop and implement clear written 
procedures governing how transportation to 
maintain children in foster care in their 
school of origin when in their best interest 
will be provided, arranged, and funded for the 
duration of the time in foster care; and

• Designate a Foster Care Point of 
Contact (POC) if the corresponding child 
welfare agency notifies the LEA in writing 
that it has designated an employee to serve 
as a POC for the LEA.



Foster Care School Stability Steps
Student enters foster care or has a change in foster care placement

Student remains at the school of origin while the LEA & child welfare agency execute the BID process

BID Outcome: Stay in 
School of Origin

LEA & child welfare agency 
collaborate on transportation

BID Outcome: Do Not 
Stay in School of Origin

The new school immediately enrolls the 
student, even without all paperwork.

BID



Foster Care Transportation 
Plan



Statement of 
Assurance

On this page, the local education 
agency authorized representative will 
complete the Foster Care Education 
Program Monitoring Statement of 
Assurance for the 2023-2024 school 
year to affirm that the local education 
agency has reviewed and complies 
with all documentation and 
procedures addressed in the 
monitoring instrument (Section 1112 of 
Title I, Part A of ESEA; 20 U.S.C. 6312 
§1112(c)(5); 34 C.F.R. § 76.770)



Attestation & 
Point of 
Contact

ATTESTATION
If transportation to school of origin is necessary 
to maintain school stability for children in foster 
care, this LEA, in collaboration with the child 
welfare agency (CWA), will ensure that said 
transportation will be provided for the duration 
of the children’s time in foster care? 
NAME 
SIGNATURE 

FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT
LEA FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT NAME
TITLE 
EMAIL 
PHONE NUMBER 
ADDITIONAL FEDERAL PROGRAM ROLES



Transportation 
During the BID 
Process

TRANSPORTATION DURING THE BID 
PROCESS

Children in foster care must remain at their 
school of origin throughout the best interest 
determination (BID) process. Describe how 
the LEA, in collaboration with the CWA, will 
provide, arrange, and fund transportation to 
the school of origin during the bid process. 



Transportation 
Plan to School 
of Origin

TRANSPORTATION PLAN FOR CHILDREN 
IN FOSTER CARE TO THEIR SCHOOL OF 
ORIGIN

Describe how the LEA, in collaboration with 
the CWA, will provide, arrange, and fund 
transportation to the school of origin after 
the BID process.



Transportation 
Plan 
Additional 
Costs

FOSTER CARE TRANSPORTATION 
ADDITIONAL COSTS

Describe the circumstances that would 
trigger the LEA to seek reimbursement from 
the CWA.

Describe the circumstances that would 
trigger the LEA to solely provide 
transportation.

Describe the circumstances that would 
trigger the LEA to agree to share the cost 
with the CWA. 



Transportation 
Plan Public
Notice

FOSTER CARE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Question: for the purposes of collaborating 
with the child welfare agency, the state 
education agency, and all foster care 
education stakeholders, the approved foster 
care transportation plan and the contact 
information for the foster care point of 
contact will be made publicly available on 
the LEA website? 



Review Rubric



FY24 Transportation Plan Review 
Rubric

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20Trans%
20Plan%20Review%20Rubric%2003.12.2024%20MASTER.docx

 
FY24 Foster Care Transportation Plan 
Monitoring Review Rubric 

 

 

 

Review Information 
LEA 
Name 

 
Entity ID 

 

Reviewer 
Name 

 Date 
Reviewed 

 

 

Attestation of Foster Care Transportation for Duration of Time in 
Foster Care & Point of Contact 
If transportation to school of origin is necessary to maintain school stability for 
children in foster care, the LEA, in collaboration with the child welfare agency (CWA), 
will ensure that said transportation will be provided for the duration of the children’s 
time in foster care. 
 
NAME   
SIGNATURE  

Criteria Yes No Comments 

The LEA attests to ensuring that transportation is 
provided for children in foster care for the duration of 
their time in foster care.  

☐ ☐ 

 

Name & signature are provided. (1 point) ☐ ☐ 
 

 

LEA FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT NAME 
TITLE 
EMAIL 
PHONE NUMBER 
ADDITIONAL FEDERAL PROGRAM ROLES 

Criteria Yes No Comments 

This monitoring review rubric will be utilized to assess 
the compliance of the Foster Care Transportation Plan 
monitoring program in EMAC. There are a maximum 
of 100 points. A score of 78 or above will be 
deemed compliant. Likewise, a score of 77 or below 
will require the monitoring program to be returned 
to the LEA for necessary revisions.     

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20Trans%20Plan%20Review%20Rubric%2003.12.2024%20MASTER.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20Trans%20Plan%20Review%20Rubric%2003.12.2024%20MASTER.docx
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FY24 Foster Care Transportation Plan

Monitoring Review Rubric

		This monitoring review rubric will be utilized to assess the compliance of the Foster Care Transportation Plan monitoring program in EMAC. There are a maximum of 100 points. A score of 78 or above will be deemed compliant. Likewise, a score of 77 or below will require the monitoring program to be returned to the LEA for necessary revisions.  	 











		Review Information



		LEA Name

		

		Entity ID

		



		Reviewer Name

		

		Date Reviewed

		







		Attestation of Foster Care Transportation for Duration of Time in Foster Care & Point of Contact



		If transportation to school of origin is necessary to maintain school stability for children in foster care, the LEA, in collaboration with the child welfare agency (CWA), will ensure that said transportation will be provided for the duration of the children’s time in foster care.



NAME  

SIGNATURE 



		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		The LEA attests to ensuring that transportation is provided for children in foster care for the duration of their time in foster care. 

		☐		☐		



		[bookmark: _Hlk161130653]Name & signature are provided. (1 point)

		☐		☐		



		



		LEA FOSTER CARE POINT OF CONTACT NAME

TITLE

EMAIL

PHONE NUMBER

ADDITIONAL FEDERAL PROGRAM ROLES



		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		The LEA has provided the LEA Foster Care Point of Contact name, title, email, phone number, & additional federal program roles. (1 point)

		☐		☐		



		Section Score:

		







		Transportation During the BID Process



		Children in foster care must remain at their school of origin throughout the best interest determination (BID) process. Describe how the LEA, in collaboration with the CWA, will provide, arrange, and fund transportation to the school of origin during the BID process.



Description: (i.e. methods of transportation to use, no or low-cost transportation options considered (e.g., eligibility in another LEA program that is already providing transportation, foster caregiver already contracted to provide transportation, foster caregiver able to provide transportation, public transportation, modification of existing bus routes), LEA internal process to activate transportation, etc.)



Answer: 





		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		Describes how the LEA will recognize & address the immediate need of transportation during the BID process. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how transportation during the BID process differs from transportation after the BID outcome stating that the child will remain in the school of origin. 

(4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the most prompt & cost-effective methods of transportation will be examined (i.e., amendment of current bus routes, transportation already provided through another LEA program eligibility, foster caregiver or safe adult, child welfare agency, public transportation, etc.). (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Lists every possible mode of transportation that the LEA can access (e.g., school bus, small school bus, activity van, third-party vendor, bus passes, etc.). 

(3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the LEA devises and implements transportation (i.e., is there an internal intake form, a request form to the transportation department, does transportation require approval from other LEA employees, how long does it take from identification of need for transportation & the transportation being provided, etc.). (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes academic support provided during the implementation of transportation during the BID process (e.g., access to online platform to conduct schoolwork, schoolwork sent home with students, etc.). (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		[bookmark: _Hlk128128322]Section Score:

		







		Transportation Plan for Children in Foster Care to their School of Origin



		Describe how the LEA, in collaboration with the CWA, will provide, arrange, and fund transportation to the school of origin after the BID process.



Description: (This response may include the following: eligibility in another LEA program that is already providing transportation, foster caregiver already contracted to provide transportation, foster caregiver able to provide transportation, public transportation, modification of existing bus routes, LEA internal process to activate transportation, additional considerations, internal forms used, stakeholders involved to execute transportation, sustainability of transportation plan, assurances that children in foster care will not have a lapse in school attendance at the school of origin, differences between interim transportation & long-term transportation, etc.). 



Answer:





		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		Describes how the LEA will recognize & address the potential long-term need of transportation after the BID process. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how transportation after the BID outcome stating that the child will remain in the school of origin differs from transportation during the BID process.

(4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the most prompt & cost-effective methods of transportation will be examined (i.e., amendment of current bus routes, transportation already provided through another LEA program eligibility, foster caregiver or safe adult, child welfare agency, public transportation, etc.). (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Lists every possible mode of transportation that the LEA can access (e.g., school bus, small school bus, activity van, third-party vendor, bus passes, etc.) 

(3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the LEA devises and implements transportation (i.e., is there an internal intake form, a request form to the transportation department, does transportation require approval from other LEA employees, how long does it take from identification of need for transportation & the transportation being provided, etc.). (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes academic support provided during the implementation of transportation after the BID process (e.g., access to online platform to conduct schoolwork, schoolwork sent home with students, etc.). (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Section Score:

		









		Foster Care Transportation Additional Costs



		Describe the circumstances that would trigger the LEA to seek reimbursement from the CWA. 



Description: (Detail your LEA’s policy to determine when and how the LEA would seek reimbursements from the CWA to provide transportation for children in foster care to their school of origin (i.e. any mileage over/under X miles, any cost over/under X dollars, specific situations, when certain transportation methods are used, how will the reimbursement be collected, etc.)).



Answer:





		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		Describes which types of scenarios would cause the LEA to seek reimbursement from the CWA & what rationale was used. (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the transportation would be provided & how reimbursement would be collected. (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		List every possible mode of transportation that the LEA can access (e.g., school bus, small school bus, activity van, third-party vendor, bus passes, etc.). (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of miles that would trigger the LEA to seek reimbursement from the CWA. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of dollars spent that would trigger the LEA to seek reimbursement from the CWA. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		



		Describe the circumstances that would trigger the LEA to solely provide transportation. 



Description: Detail your LEA’s policy to determine when and how the LEA would solely provide transportation for children in foster care to their school of origin (i.e. any mileage over/under X miles, any cost over/under X dollars, when certain transportation methods are used, specific situations, etc.).



Answer:





		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		Describes which types of scenarios would cause the LEA to solely provide transportation & what rationale was used. (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how the transportation would be solely provided by the LEA. (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Lists every possible mode of transportation that the LEA can access (e.g., school bus, small school bus, activity van, third-party vendor, bus passes, etc.). 

(4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of miles that would trigger the LEA to solely provide transportation. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of dollars spent that would trigger the LEA to solely provide transportation. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		



		Describe the circumstances that would trigger the LEA to agree to share the cost with the CWA. 



Description: Detail your LEA’s policy to determine when and how the LEA would share the cost with the CWA to provide transportation for children in foster care to their school of origin (i.e. any mileage over/under X miles, any cost over/under X dollars, when certain transportation methods are used, specific situations, etc.).



Answer:





		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		Describes which types of scenarios would cause the LEA to agree to share the cost of transportation with the CWA & what rationale was used. (4 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes how transportation would be provided when the LEA agrees to share the cost of transportation with the CWA. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Lists every possible mode of transportation that the LEA can access (e.g., school bus, small school bus, activity van, third-party vendor, bus passes, etc.) 

(3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of miles that would trigger the LEA to agree to share the cost of transportation with the CWA. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes if there will be a set number of dollars spent that would trigger the LEA to agree to share the cost of transportation with the CWA. (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Describes the nature of the cost-sharing agreement when the LEA agrees to share the cost of transportation with the CWA (i.e. LEA does the AM route and CWA does the PM route, LEA and CWA each agree to provide a set percentage of the transportation, LEA and CWA both agree to pay a certain percentage of the cost of the transportation, are there formalized agreements on paper through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or an Interagency Agreement or any other similar type of document, etc.). (3 points)

		☐		☐		



		Section Score:

		







		Foster Care Transportation Plan Public Notice



		For the purposes of collaborating with the CWA, the state education agency (SEA), and all foster care education stakeholders, will the approved foster care transportation plan and the contact information for the foster care point of contact be made publicly available on the LEA website? 



DATE  

NAME  

SIGNATURE 



		Criteria

		Yes

		No

		Comments



		The LEA has or will publicly post their foster care transportation plan.

		☐		☐		



		The date, name, and signature are provided. (1 point)

		☐		☐		



		Section Score:

		









		[bookmark: _Hlk128128711]Section Score Summary



		Section

		Section Score



		Attestation of Foster Care Transportation for Duration of Time in Foster Care (Maximum total points - 2)

		



		Transportation During the BID Process (Maximum total points - 21)

		



		Transportation Plan for Children in Foster Care to their School of Origin (Maximum total points - 21)

		



		Foster Care Transportation Additional Costs (Maximum total points - 55)

		



		Foster Care Transportation Plan Public Notice (Maximum total points - 1)

		



		Total Score (Maximum total points - 100)

		







		Monitoring Program Evaluation Results 



		(A score of 78 or above will be deemed compliant. A score of 77 or below will be returned to the LEA for necessary revisions.)



		Compliant

		Returned

		Comments
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Prep Guide



FY24 Transportation Plan Prep 
Guide

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20T
ransportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%2003.12.2024.docx

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%2003.12.2024.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/04/FY24%20FC%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%2003.12.2024.docx


Examples



Examples

Foster Care Trans Plan District EXAMPLE
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%
20Trans%20Plan%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf

Foster Care Transportation Plan Prep Guide 
District EXAMPLE
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%
20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20District%20EXA
MPLE%20from%20LEA.docx

Foster Care Trans Plan Charter EXAMPLE
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%
20Trans%20Plan%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf

Foster Care Transportation Plan Prep Guide 
Charter EXAMPLE
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%
20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20Charter%20EXA
MPLE%20from%20LEA.docx

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Trans%20Plan%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Trans%20Plan%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20District%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Trans%20Plan%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Trans%20Plan%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/Foster%20Care%20Transportation%20Plan%20Prep%20Guide%20Charter%20EXAMPLE%20from%20LEA.docx


Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569​
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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