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OVERVIEW

Purpose of Statewide Assessments

Arizona’s Statewide Assessments

Resources for Schools, Students and Families 



PURPOSE OF STATEWIDE 
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS



ALL STATEWIDE SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS

• Are aligned to State Standards
• Follow processes for test development 

including educator involvement through 
educator and community review 
committees, field testing, and operational 
testing

• Are included as part of federal and state 
reporting for participation and proficiency
◦ A-F Letter Grades
◦ Accountability 

Purpose of summative 
assessments is to inform how well 
schools are preparing students, 
how well teachers are teaching 

the state standards, and how well 
students are learning

Summative assessments are only one part of a 
Balanced Assessment System



PARENT GUIDE TO STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS

https://www.azed.gov/sit
es/default/files/2022/12/
Assessment%20Parent%2
0Guide.pdf

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/12/Assessment%20Parent%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/12/Assessment%20Parent%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/12/Assessment%20Parent%20Guide.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/12/Assessment%20Parent%20Guide.pdf


ARIZONA STATEWIDE 
ASSESSMENTS



ACHIEVEMENT ASSESSMENTS

Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment (AASA) formerly known as AzM2 or AzMERIT
• Aligned to current State Academic Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics
• Grades 3-8 (about 80,000 students per grade level)

AZSCI
• Aligned to current State Academic Standards for Science
• Grades 5, 8, and 11 (or Cohort 20XX)

ACT Aspire
• Assesses content in Reading, English, Mathematics, Science, and Writing (Grade 9 or Cohort 20XX)

ACT
• Assesses content in Reading, English, Mathematics, Science, and Writing (Grade 11 or Cohort 20XX)

Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA) 
• Aligned to current State Academic Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics and Science Designed for 

eligible students with the most significant cognitive disabilities 
• Assesses content in Grades 3-8 and 11 (about 6,800 students)



NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP)

•National Indian Education Study will take place this year

•Results for this study are only provided at the National Level – there is not state or tribe 
specific data

•Last time this study took place was in 2019

•ADE Contact for this is Gary McIlvaine: Gary.McIlvaine@azed.gov

mailto:Gary.McIlvaine@azed.gov


ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY ASSESSMENTS (ELP)

AZELLA- Arizona’s ELP Assessment

Placement Tests (Kindergarten through 
Grade 12)

Reassessment Tests (Kindergarten 
through Grade 12) 

These assessments determine if a student 
has an English Language Acquisition need

Content assessed is aligned to the 2019 
English Language Proficiency Standards -
in the Domains of Reading, Listening, 
Speaking, and Writing

Alt ELPA- Arizona’s Alternate ELP 
Assessment for eligible students with 
significant cognitive disabilities

Reassessment Tests (Kindergarten 
through Grade 12) 

Content assessed is aligned to the 2019 
English Language Proficiency Standards 
and CCSSO’s Alternate English Language 
Proficiency Standards in the Domains of 
Reading, Listening, Speaking, and 
Writing



RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS, 
STUDENTS AND FAMILIES



ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW

•Test window dates

•How assessment is used in state and 
federal accountability

•Who should be administrated the test

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/20
23/04/Assessments%20Overview%202023-
2024.pdf



RESOURCES - INFOGRAPHICS

https://www.azed.gov/assessment Under the 
Statewide Assessments Infographics

https://www.azed.gov/assessment


RESOURCES – SAMPLE TESTS

•https://home.testnav.com/

https://home.testnav.com/


RESOURCES – SAMPLE TESTS



WHY STATEWIDE TESTING MATTERS

https://www.azed.gov/si
tes/default/files/2024/0
1/Statewide%20Assessm
ent%20Student%20Flyer
.pdf



SAVE THE DATE

Arizona Assessments Conference – September 17-19, 2024

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/conference



QUESTIONS?
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