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IDEA Part B Funds in Arizona

Section 611 – Subgrants to LEAs

Serves students ages 3–21

Section 611 of the IDEA (formerly 
called the IDEA Basic grant)

$222,101,536 for FY24 full award

$200 million for FY25 preliminary

642 public education agencies

Section 619 – Preschool subgrants 
to LEAs

Serves students ages 3–5, including 
Kindergarten

Section 619 of the IDEA (formerly 
called the IDEA Preschool grant)

$4,509,480 for FY24 full award

$4 million for FY25 preliminary

445 public education agencies



Proportionate Share Calculations
School districts must review the 2025 IDEA Allocations Workbook to confirm 
parentally-placed private school student counts.
If errors are found, the PEA must report the revised counts to ESS Program 
Management no later than June 1, 2024.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/02/FY25IDEAPreliminaryAwardWebsite.xlsx


FY25 IDEA Part B Consolidated Important Dates
Month Activity

March 2024 1 – FY25 Preliminary allocations posted to ESS website. Self-Assessment 
and General Statement of Assurance due

May 2024 1 – Grants Management deadline for FY25 applications

July 2024 1 – FY25 project period begins
15 – FY25 Adopted budgets due to School Finance
18 – IDEA Maintenance of Effort (MOE) Eligibility opens; ESS program 
specialists approve IDEA Funding applications

August 2024 17 – IDEA MOE Eligibility closes

October 2024 1 – October Data Collection captured by PEAS and submitted to ESS 
Data Management

November 2024 Fall Allocation Adjustment (full award)

February 2025 Spring Allocation Adjustment (new/expanding charter requests)

September 2025 30 – Project Period Ends

December 2025 27 – Completion Reports must be approved by GM team



Longstanding Noncompliance and Programmatic Holds

Any PEA that does not resolve longstanding noncompliance 
risks losing funds that expire at the end of the project period.

PSM Specialists will notify PEAs that have exceeded the 1-year 
CAP Closeout that expiring funds will be forfeited if the CAP isn’t 
resolved by 9/30/2024. 
◦ Unexpired funds may not be drawn down, and the entire FY24 

allocation must roll over to FY25.



Substantial Approval

Approvable Budget (by May 1)

General Statement of 
Assurances (by March 1)

 IDEA Statement of Assurances 
(by June 12)

Pass MOE Eligibility Test (on 
July 18)

Substantial Approval: Acceptable 
submitted status of a Funding 
Application to ADE for approval. 
ADE reserves the right to 
determine the qualifying 
characteristics of Substantial 
Approval.

ADE/ESS cannot grant substantial 
approval until after the PEA has 
been tested for Maintenance of 
Effort (MOE) Eligibility.

PEAs that submit a funding 
application before the project 
period begins will lock in a 
substantial approval date of July 1 if 
all four criteria are met.



GME Training Register for upcoming GME webinars:

February

Thursday, 2/22/24 (9:00-10:00 a.m. or 
2:30-3:30 p.m.)
Budget Narrative Guidance

Wednesday, 2/28/24 (10:00–11:00 
a.m.)
Getting Started: Overview of GME 
Navigation & Funding Applications 
Webinar

* Register to attend via the Arizona 
Professional Learning and 
Development (APLD) System

https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?CAT=28
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?CAT=28
https://azed.geniussis.com/Registration.aspx?CAT=28


Planning for Reimbursement Requests
Percentage 
of 
Allocation 
Paid Out

Q1
7/1/23–
9/30/23

Q2
10/1/23–
12/31/23

Q3
1/1/24–
3/31/24

Q4
4/1/24–
6/30/24

Q5
7/1/24–
9/30/24

12-month 
fiscal period

25% 50% 75% 100% n/a

15-month 
fiscal period

20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

IDEA grant funds operate on a 15-month project period, with 12-month carryover, for a 
total of 27 months for obligation. IDEA grant funds must be liquidated (through CR 
process) 120 days after the expiration of the funds.
PEAs that carried over 2023 IDEA grants, must ensure that the carryover amount is 
fully drawn down by 9/30/2024 to prevent any funds from expiring and being 
returned to U.S. Department of Education.



Current Percentages Paid on 2024 IDEA Part B

Allocation Amount Paid Percentage paid as of 2/5/24
IDEA 611 $51,833,840 26.7%
IDEA 619 $975,092 23.7%

2023 IDEA Basic Carryover $23,405,524 45.1%
2023 IDEA Preschool 
Carryover

$513,174 29.5%

Year to date goal 50–60%



Avoiding Expiring Funds for FY24 IDEA 

Once a Completion Report is approved by ADE Grants Management, unspent 
FY23 funds become available in the FY24 IDEA funding application as 
incoming carryover.

Grant Name Amount Unpaid Percentage Unpaid
2023 IDEA Basic $28,513,698 54.9%
2023 IDEA Preschool $1,226,956 70.5%



Budget Planning Tool

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/01/IDEABudgetPlanning.xlsx


Why Is PEA Maintenance of Effort Important?

• The intent behind the PEA MOE requirement is to help ensure that the PEA 
is expending at least a certain level of non-federal funds for the education of 
students with disabilities.

• ADE ensures that PEAs maintain levels of fiscal support through the MOE 
tests twice a year

• The PEA MOE tests ensure that federal funds are used to supplement not 
supplant local fiscal efforts.



What Are the Consequences for Failing to Meet the MOE Standards?

MOE Eligibility (budget) standard: the 
PEA may not receive IDEA Part B funds.

Failing to meet the MOE Eligibility 
standard will prevent the PEA’s 
IDEA Part B funding application 
from receiving substantial approval 
at the beginning of the project 
period in July.

34 CFR § 300.203 (d)

MOE Compliance (expenditure) 
standard: the ADE must repay the US 
Department of Education

The amount owed is the difference 
between what the PEA actually spent 
and what it should have spent to meet 
the MOE requirement or the amount 
the PEA received from Part B funds for 
that fiscal year, whichever is lower.

The ADE can require the PEA to submit 
payment or can opt to cover the 
penalty itself.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/34/300.203


How Is MOE Calculated in Arizona?

The PEA’s expenditures, or budget, are 
tested against comparison year values. 
If the testing year data meets or 
exceeds the value, it will pass the 
testing method.

Method 1: Local only

Method 2: State and local funds 
combined

Method 3: Local only on a per capita 
basis

Method 4: State and local funds 
combined on a per capita basis



Where Do Values for State and 
Local Funds Come From?

The most recent District Annual 
Financial Report or Charter Holders 
Annual Financial Report

ESS sums the total reported in M&O 
spending for All Disability 
Classifications (line 1) and IEP-Required 
Transportation (line 9 or 10) on page 8 
of the AFR for school districts and 
page 7 for charter schools.

These values are compared against 
the values on page 2 (M&O).

If there is a discrepancy between page 
2 and page 7 or 8, ESS cannot perform 
the MOE test.



District AFR Values

District AFR compares pages 2 and 8.

The value on page 2, line 24 subtotal should 
be equal to the value on page 8, line 9 to 
reflect all M&O spending from the special 
education program.

The MOE calculation sums lines 1 and 10 on 
page 8.



Charter AFR Values

District AFR compares pages 2 and 7.

The value on page 2, line 28 subtotal should 
be equal to the value on page 7, line 8 to 
reflect all M&O spending from the special 
education program.

The MOE calculation sums lines 1 and 9 on 
page 7.



Preparation for the MOE Compliance Testing Window

• PEAs at risk of failing to meet MOE Compliance standards will be contacted 
by ESS Program Management during the month of February

• PEAs must validate the amounts reported on page 7 or 8 reflect only M&O 
expenses, no federal funds

• PEAs must reconcile any discrepancies between the amounts reported on 
page 2 and 7/8

• If necessary, a revision of the AFR should be uploaded to School Finance

• Determine if the decrease in M&O spending is considered an allowable 
exception to Maintenance of Effort



34 CFR § 300.24 – Exception to 
Maintenance of Effort

Every PEA in the state is eligible to submit 
exceptions in the MOE application to justify the 
decrease spending/budgeting levels.

Only those exceptions submitted during the 
MOE Compliance test can change the 
thresholds for future compliance and eligibility 
tests. If a PEA submitted exceptions in the FY24 
MOE Eligibility test, it should submit those same 
exceptions in the FY24 MOE Compliance test to 
lock in the reduced spending threshold.

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/34/300.204
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/34/300.204


Submission Deadlines for ESS 
Claims

FY24 ESS Claims are open until 
May 31, 2024. 

Each PEA can submit 1 
application per HCC round and 
6 applications per ESEN round.

PEAs are eligible for up to 
$75,000 in HCC funds and 
$125,000 in ESEN funds, subject 
to available funds in FY24.



FY24 ESS Program Management 
Webinar Series

FY24 Webinar Series

Join the ESS Program Management team 
at the FY24 webinar series. Webinars will 
take place via Zoom from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
(unless indicated otherwise). 

• March 1, 2024: IDEA Maintenance of Effort 
(Friday)

• April 9, 2024: Special Education Funding: 
How, When, and What Order to Spend?

• May 7, 2024: Fiscal Year Wrap-Up

ESS Office Hours

ESS Program Management will also host 
Office Hours each quarter at 1:00 p.m. 
PEAs are invited to attend these informal 
Zoom meetings to bring questions directly 
to their program specialist.

• February 20, 2024

• March 19, 2024

• April 16, 2024

• May 21, 2024

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtdOCorDkjGdM73GmpftuuiPZ7r9iS2yIy
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkf-mtrT8uHNZ8znoxIKF3yZ8W5JF7nRI2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlc-qsrjItEt1prytpxmxvndT56xDiW3G7
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMudOmopzgtHdAlZZjKE5_iUJHLijqKT5WF
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYpduuhqjgjG9XPEcR8IINgUGH-0g1_feec
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkceipqD8uE9zwlMI9DiZhTQuhbId5IlVJ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rduugrTgvGtRR9Xh7aIoYMkPZWreTcjLO


Contact Us

ESS Program Management: 
www.azed.gov/specialeducation
/operations

ESS Program Management 
Inbox: essprogmgmt@azed.gov

Director of Finance: 
Candice Trainor, 602-542-3398

PEA Name 
Starts With

Program 
Specialist

Phone 
Number

A–C Nancy Chavarin 602-542-3270

D–K Tanya Rodriguez 602-542-4610

L–Q Tanya Rodriguez 602-542-4610

R–Z Nancy Chavarin 602-542-3270

http://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/operations
http://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/operations
mailto:essprogmgmt@azed.gov
mailto:candice.trainor@azed.gov
mailto:nancy.chavarin@azed.gov
mailto:Tanya.Rodriguez@azed.gov
mailto:tanya.rodriguez@azed.gov
mailto:nancy.chavarin@azed.gov
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