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Housekeeping Items
• A link to this recorded presentation and slides will be provided to attendees 

following the training. 

• If you have questions, please share them in the following ways:
• Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat. 

• Save in-depth questions for after session office hours.

• Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

• All resources referenced in this training can be located on APLD 

(Blackboard), the website, and in the newsletter.

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Meet the Team



Dr. Brittani (Didi) Roy
Director of 

Educational Policy & 
Program Integrity
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Education Program 
Coordinator
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Education 
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Common Acronyms 

SEA - State educational agency

LEA - Local educational agency

HEP - Homeless Education 
Program

BID - Best interest determination

HCY - Homeless Children and 
Youth

UHY - Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth

SIS - Student information system

CBO - Community-based 
organization



ADE HEP Technical Assistance
Our office receives request for technical assistance via:

• phone
• email
• in-person and virtual meetings
• professional learning sessions
• connections from within ADE

Questions come from:
• Local Education Agencies (LEAs)
• internal partners
• parents
• students
• community partners

To responsibly manage all of these requests, our office follows the following process:

Forms and 
Guidance 

Documents

Eligibility 
and 

Enrollment

Data

Transportation
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ADE HEP Technical Assistance

Gather All 
Relevant 

Information

Gather:

• LEA input
• Parent input
• Agency input

Analyze What 
We Know

Analyze:

• LEA input
• Parent input
• Statutory 

requirements
• State Plan 

requirements

Seek 
Consultation as 

Needed

Consultation & 
Research:

• NCHE
• DOE
• SHC
• NAEHCY
• Internal partners
• Agencies 

providing support 
to homeless 
families

Assess What We 
Know and Apply 

What We’ve 
Learned

Final Assessment:

• LEA input
• Parent input
• Statutory 

requirements
• State Plan 

requirements
• Consultation
• Research



Today’s Session



Objective

The objective of this session is to provide support for your LEA’s 

Homeless Education Program by allowing the space to ask 

questions to gain additional knowledge, access tools and

enhance skills.



Today’s Session Flow
Today’s session will cover the 

following topics:

• Forms and Guidance Documents

• Eligibility Determination Scenarios

• Internal Data Tracking Procedures

• Transportation

The flow of each section will be:

1. FAQ with “temperature check” poll

2. Supporting Statute and State Plan 

Requirements

3. FAQ answer and additional context

4. Repeat steps 1-3 for additional FAQs

5. Answer and discuss additional audience 

questions



Forms and 
Guidance 

Documents
• Student Residency Questionnaire and the 

Rights of Homeless Students

•ADE Identification & Eligibility Interview 

Questions & Checklist

•Q&A



Do we have to use the ADE provided 
Student Residency Questionnaire?



“LEAs are required to review and revise 
policies and procedures to remove 
barriers to the identification of homeless 
children and youths, and the enrollment
and retention of homeless children and 
youths in schools in the State, including 
barriers to enrollment and retentiondue 
to outstanding fees or fines, or absences.“

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(I)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“To properly identify homeless students in 
the State of Arizona, LEAs are requiredto 
use either an electronic or hard copy of the 
Student Residency Housing 
Questionnaire.”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



Do we have to use the ADE provided 
Student Residency Questionnaire?

• Arizona’s ESSA State Plan 
requires the use of the 
official Student Residency 
Questionnaire.



What questions are appropriate 
to ask parents or students?



“Local educational agency liaisons for 
homeless children and youths shall, as a 
part of their duties, coordinate and 
collaborate with State Coordinators and 
community and school personnel 
responsible for the provision of education 
and related services to homeless children 
and youths. Such coordination shall 
include collecting and providing to the 
State Coordinator the reliable, valid, and 
comprehensive data needed to meet the 
requirements of paragraphs (1) and (3) of 
subsection (f).”

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(C)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“Upon the identification and enrollment of 
homeless students, LEAs are required to 
assess the needs presented by the 
students through locally developed 
informal needs assessment tools.”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



What questions are appropriate to 
ask parents or students?

• Develop rapport and trust.

• Allow parents, guardians and youth to share their story.

• Consider consulting with school staff and community partners 

to gather information about the student’s situation

• Consult with school staff, community partners and others providing 

support to the family to gather additional details.

• Be mindful of confidentially and the sensitivity of the situation.



Additional Questions
FORMS AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS



Eligibility 
Determination 

Scenarios • Eligibility Scenario 1 – Shared Housing

• Eligibility Scenario 2 – Reevaluation 

• Eligibility Scenario 3 – Unaccompanied 

Homeless Youth (UHY)



We have several families who 
choose to live together with 
multiple family members, is 

this qualifiable?



“The term "homeless children and 
youths"—

(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate nighttime residence 
(within the meaning of section 11302(a)(1) 
of this title); and includes 
(i) children and youths who are sharing the 
housing of other persons due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or a similar 
reason; 
42 U.S.C. § 11434(2)(A, (B)(i-iv)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) 
Office of Homeless Education provides 
guidance and technical assistance to Local 
Educational Agencies (LEAs) on the 
identification of homeless children and youth, 
as defined in the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act. Accordingly, homeless children 
and youth are those who lack a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence. This 
definition also includes the following criteria:

• children and youth who are sharing the 
housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



We have several families who 
choose to live together with 
multiple family members, is this 
qualifiable?

• What have you learned about the family’s 

situation?

• Are you making an assumption?

• Consider: Is this a circumstance supported 

by cultural norm? 

• Well-informed determinations are 

founded on facts gathered during the 

interview process.



If a family continues to live in 
shared housing moving into 

the new school year, can they 
still qualify for McKinney-

Vento?



“According to the child's or youth's best 
interest, the LEA shall continue the child's 
or youth's education in the school of origin 
for the duration of homelessness, becomes 
homeless between or during an academic 
year, and for the remainder of the 
academic year, if the child or youth 
becomes permanently housed during the 
academic year.”
42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(A)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“When the child or youth completes the 
final grade level served by the school of 
origin, the “school of origin” shall include 
the designated receiving school at the 
next grade level for all feeder schools.
42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(I)(iii)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“Each LEA is required to designate a Homeless 
Education Liaison to collaborate with school 
personnel and community-based organizations to 
identify and immediately enroll homeless students. To 
identify homeless students, LEAs are required to use 
either an electronic or hard copy of the Housing 
Questionnaire. Once identified, all eligible students 
are to be immediately enrolled, even when lacking 
enrollment records or documentation, such as 
previous academic records, immunization and other 
health records, proof of residency, and proof of legal 
guardianship.”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



If a family continues to live in 
shared housing moving into the 
new school year, can they still 
qualify for McKinney-Vento?

• There is no time limit on McKinney-Vento 

eligibility, as it depends on the student’s living 

situation.

• LEAs/Charter Districts are required to develop, 

review, revise policies and procedures to remove 

barriers to the identification, enrollment, and 

retention of students experiencing homelessness.

• If your LEA has implemented limitations by 

implementing a standard practice, this is a 

violation to the identification and rights of HCY.



I have a student who has chosen to 
live with his aunt, and she does not 

have custody. Mom is stating he 
does not want to follow her rules 

and she did not kick him out and has 
a home to go to. Is he considered an 

unaccompanied homeless youth?



“In determining the best interest of the 
child or youth under subparagraph (A), the 
local educational agency shall in the case 
of an unaccompanied youth, ensure that 
the local educational agency liaison 
designated under paragraph (1)(J)(ii) assists 
in placement or enrollment decisions 
under this subparagraph, gives priority to 
the views of such unaccompanied youth, 
and provides notice to such youth of the 
right to appeal under subparagraph (E).”

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(B)(iv)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“The Arizona Department of Education 
(ADE) Office of Homeless Education 
provides guidance and technical 
assistance to Local Educational Agencies 
(LEAs) on the identification of homeless 
children and youth, as defined in the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. 
Accordingly, homeless children and youth 
are those who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence. This 
definition also includes unaccompanied 
youth.

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



Is he considered an unaccompanied 
homeless youth?

• During the interview process consider interviewing the 

student, caregiver, parent, others supporting the student.

• What did you learn?

• The safest place for a child or youth to be is in school.

• Utilizing the Caregiver’s Authorization Affidavit is a tool for 

LEA’s to document the living situation involving the HCY.

• Did you know that State Laws in Arizona include a Minor 

Consent for medical services exists? Arizona Rev. Stat. §44-

132



Additional Questions
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION SCENARIOS



Internal Data 
Tracking 

Procedures • Resources to ensure your LEA’s data is 

reliable, valid, and comprehensive.

•Date reporting time frames.



I work with 6 school sites. Is 
there any easier way to input 
all school’s student data? I am 
the only Liaison for our school 

district. 



“Local educational agency liaisons for 
homeless children and youths shall, as a 
part of their duties, coordinate and 
collaborate with State Coordinators and 
community and school personnel 
responsible for the provision of education 
and related services to homeless children 
and youths. Such coordination shall 
include collecting and providing to the 
State Coordinator the reliable, valid, and 
comprehensive data needed to meet the 
requirements of paragraphs (1) and (3) of 
subsection (f).”

42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(6)C)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“The McKinney-Vento Act requires data to 
be collected and provided to the federal 
government and for the Secretary of 
Education to disseminate that information 
to stakeholders.”

42 U.S.C. §11432(f), §11433(b)(6)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


“Each LEA will submit the required student 
data elements for homeless students and 
youth to AzEDs.”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



I work with 6 school sites. Is there 
any easier way to input all school’s 
student data? I am the only Liaison 
for our school district. 

Determine:

How will the information be collected that will be entered into the SIS?

Who will be responsible for the data entry?

When will the needs identifiers be entered?

How can a checks and balances be established?



Internal Tracking Sheet (Sample)



Data Elements

Please reference the AzEDS HCY and 
UHY student need data elements and 
codes listed below:

Please also reference the primary nighttime 
residence (PNTR) codes below required for 
both HCY and UHY:

Code Descriptor

6 Homeless

21 Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

Code Descriptor

1 Sheltered

2 Doubled Up

3 Unsheltered

4 Hotels/motels



SUPP11 - Support Program Need 
Data Verification Report 



SUPP11 - Support Program Need 
Data Verification Report 



When does data need to be 
uploaded? We usually wait until 

the end of the school year. 



When does data need to be uploaded? 
We usually wait until the end of the 
school year. 

LEAs are required to 
ensure all data has 

been uploaded
accurately prior 
to 6/30/2024 to 

meet compliance.

LEAs should establish 
a process to conduct 

internal data integrity 
uploads at least once 

every two weeks.



Need Help?

If you require assistance on how to get these elements 
submitted through your LEA’s SIS, please contact your 
vendor and refer to the Use Case document for FY24. 

If you have questions or would like to thought-partner, 
please connect with our office today!



Additional Questions
INTERNAL DATA TRACKING PROCEDURES



Transportation •Transportation Requirements

•Dispute Resolution

•Q & A



If our district does not 
provide transportation for any 

student, are we required to 
provide it for McKinney-Vento 

students?



“The local educational agency described in 
subparagraph (B)(ii) shall—(i) implement a 
coordinated system for ensuring that 
homeless children and youths—(III) are 
promptly provided necessary services 
described in subsection (g)(4), including 
transportation, to allow homeless children 
and youths to exercise their choices of 
schools. (g)(3)(A);”

42 U.S.C. §11432(e)(3)(E)(i)

McKinney-Vento 
Act



"Each homeless child or youth to be 
assisted under this part shall be provided 
services comparable to services offered to 
other students in the school selected 
under paragraph (3), including the 
following: (A) Transportation services…”

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(4)(A)

McKinney-Vento 
Act



“However, some situations exist in which  
an LEA must provide transportation 
assistance for a  student experiencing 
homelessness that may exceed what is 
provided to other students because LEAs 
and  schools are required to remove 
barriers to the school enrollment and 
attendance of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness, including 
transportation barriers.”

“Transporting Children and Youth 
Experiencing Homelessness”, NCHE

McKinney-Vento 
Act



If our district does not provide 
transportation for any student, are 
we required to provide it for 
McKinney-Vento students?

Yes! 

Consider the following:

• Best Interest Determination (BID)
• Student centered decisions.
• Gather details about your student’s 

housing situation that may include 
extenuating circumstances.



My district has not been 
sharing a route for 3 months 

due to the lack of cooperation 
with the other district. What 
should I do to resolve this?



“The McKinney-Vento Act’s transportation
requirements apply while disputes are 
being resolved. Therefore, at the request 
of the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied 
youth, the LEA must provide or arrange
for adequate and appropriate 
transportationto and from the school 
selected by the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth.  

Inter-district transportation disputes
should be resolved at the SEA level.”

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E)(i)], § 11432(g)(1)(C)

McKinney-Vento 
Act



“The Arizona Department of Education 
Office of Homeless Education has 
established a dispute resolution procedure 
to ensure an opportunity for the 
parent/guardian/unaccompanied youth to 
dispute a local educational agency 
decision on eligibility, school selection, 
enrollment and transportation.”

AZ ESSA State Plan, (Section K)

Arizona ESSA 
State Plan



Dispute Resolution Process

LEA Level

TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED THROUGHOUT

SEA Level

LEA vs. LEA at 
the State Level



My district has not been sharing a 
route for 3 months due to the lack of 
cooperation with the other district. 
What should I do to resolve this?

Undergo the following steps:

• Reach out to the Office of the State Coordinator's office for support and though-partnering.

• Keep documentation regarding all efforts to resolve the transportation request.

• Establish your LEA’s dispute resolution procedures and know where the forms are located at.

• Learn where the State level forms for LEA vs LEA disputes.

• Determine an alternative plan to support the student’s transportation in the interim of awaiting 

response from the shared LEA.



Additional Questions
TRANSPORTATION



Closing & Next Steps



Current Competitive 
EHCY Grant Opportunities

FY24 EHCY MINI-GRANT
•Application Threshold
• None

• Number of Program Narrative Questions
• 5

• Funding Formula
• LEA Size + % of HCY for SY 22-23

• Project Period
• December 15, 2023 – September 30, 2024

• Application Open & Close Dates
• November 13, 2023 – December 13, 2023

FY24 EHCY COHORT II GRANT
•Application Threshold
• 20 HCY for SY 22-23
• No consortium requirement

• Number of Program Narrative Questions
• 12

• Funding Formula
• LEA Size + % of F/R + % of HCY for SY 22-23

• Project Period
• December 15, 2023 – September 30, 2024
• Will join the EHCY three-year grant cycle concluding in 2026

• Application Open & Close Dates
• November 13, 2023 – December 13, 2023



Data Attention
• Your LEA may have received an email communication out with a request to ensure that 

your LEA’s reported HCY and UHY enrollment counts are complete and accurate in 
AzEDS by Friday, December 8th. 

• LEA McKinney-Vento Liaisons, data team, SIS vendor, and other stakeholders, can work 
together to ensure this requirement is met. 

• Please note, we will reach out to LEAs with lower-than-expected enrollment numbers to 
provide support to ensure compliance statutory reporting requirements.

• If you have any questions or would like to thought-partner though identification and 
data procedures, please connect with us at homeless@azed.gov.



• Students in Foster Care 
o Students in the foster care are not counted in HCY enrollment data, as per 

the 2015 Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
 

• Preschool-Aged HCY Children 
o Children ages 3-5 years are included in your LEA’s total enrolled HCY, if they 

are enrolled in a preschool program provided by your LEA.  
o Children ages 0-2, or 3-5, and not enrolled in a preschool program at your 

LEA, are not included in your total enrolled HCY count. 
 

• HCY & UHY Students 
o Identified HCY are required to have their needs identifier and 

corresponding primary nighttime residence entered in the student 
information system (SIS). 

o Identified UHY must be coded with both the HCY and UHY need identifiers 
and must have the same corresponding primary nighttime residence in 
your SIS. 

• For example, a student who is experiencing homelessness and is 
unaccompanied would be entered into the SIS with both the HCY 
and the UHY need identifiers, along with the same primary nighttime 
residence code for each need (i.e., HCY and UHY).  
 

• If There’s a Change in Status for HCY/UHY Students 
o Once students are identified and enrolled in your LEA, do not remove their 

HCY or UHY need identifiers in your SIS, even if they transfer to another LEA. 
o If HCY/UHY students’ circumstances change, such as they find permanent 

housing, do not remove their HCY or UHY need identifiers in your SIS. 

!
LEAs must ensure 

that your LEA’s 
reported HCY and 
UHY enrollment 

counts are 
complete and 

accurate in 
AzEDS by Friday, 
December 8th. 



Feedback Survey & Certificates

Feedback survey
• Will only populate once you click “Leave Meeting” 
• Must complete to receive PL certificate in APLD Blackboard

Recording and slides
• APLD session Blackboard
• HEP website



Technical 
Assistance

Arizona Department of Education
Homeless Education Program
(602)542-4963
homeless@azed.gov

mailto:homeless@azed.gov
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