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Objectives
Participants will…

• become familiarized with the post-
secondary supports available for students 
in foster care

• be able to utilize the tools derived from 
this training to connect students in foster 
care to the post-secondary supports

 



Common Acronyms 
• DCS: Department of Child Safety

• LEA: Local educational agency

• YATI: Young Adult Transition Insurance

• ESSA: Every Student Succeeds Act

• ATW: Arizona Tuition Waiver

• BID: Best interest determination

• ETV: Education & Training Voucher

• FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid



Pre-Assessment



Pre-Assessment
1. All children in foster care can go to 

college for free.

a. True

b. False



Pre-Assessment
2. What age do youth in foster care get 

independent status when filling out 
the FAFSA?.

a. 10
b. 13
c. 21
d. 18



Pre-Assessment
3. ASU, NAU, UofA, GCU, & Maricopa 

Community Colleges have programs & 
supports for their students that are in 
foster care or were previously in foster 
care??

a. True

b. False



Foster 
Care 

Definition

Definition
•24-hour substitute care for 

children placed away from their 
parents or guardians and for 
whom the child welfare agency 
has placement and care 
responsibility

Child welfare agencies
•DCS
•Tribal
•Local

Children in foster care are not 
considered ‘homeless’ or 
McKinney-Vento eligible.



Quick Summary



Fostering 
Connections 

Act

The child welfare agency must have 
a plan for school stability

 
CWA Assurances

• placement considers the 
appropriateness of the current 
educational setting and the proximity 
to the school in which the child is 
enrolled at the time of placement; and

• coordination to ensure that the child 
remains in the school in which the 
child is enrolled at the time of 
placement; or

• if remaining in such school is not in 
the best interests of the child, the CWA 
and LEA  provide immediate and 
appropriate enrollment in a new 
school, with all the educational records 
of the child provided to the school          

PL 110-351 Sec. 204                              

https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ351/PLAW-110publ351.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ351/PLAW-110publ351.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ351/PLAW-110publ351.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/110/plaws/publ351/PLAW-110publ351.pdf


School of Origin

Best Interest Determination 
(BID)

Transportation

Immediate Enrollment

ESSA Foster 
Care School 

Stability 
Assurances

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/01/Foster%20Statute.pdf


Question for Zoom Chat

If you could go back in time, 

what is something that you wish 

you knew before entering 

college?



Post-Secondary 
Supports



AFFCF 
Post-

Secondary 
Guide

https://www.affcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/psguide_2022v.pdf


AFFCF 
Post-

Secondary 
Guide

https://www.affcf.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/psguide_2022v.pdf


ETV

https://fosteredservices.org/arizona-etv/


ASU First 
Star 
Academy

https://eoss.asu.edu/access/first-star-academy


ASU 
Bridging 
Success

https://fosteryouth.asu.edu/services-support/bridging-success


UofA 
Fostering 
Success

https://fosteringsuccess.arizona.edu/


NAU 
Blavin 

Scholars 
Program

https://nau.edu/blavin-scholars-program/


GCU 
Fostering 
Futures

https://gcuwelcome.org/fosteringfutures


Maricopa 
Community 

Colleges 
Champions

https://www.maricopa.edu/students/student-support/foster-youth


Aging-Out 
Resources



DCS 
Young 
Adult 
Program

https://dcs.az.gov/yap


DCS 
Extended 
Foster 
Care

https://dcs.az.gov/yap/EFC


DCS 
Successful 
Transition 
to 
Adulthood

https://dcs.az.gov/yap/STA#contractservices-sta


DCS 
Young 
Adult 

Insurance

https://www.azahcccs.gov/Members/GetCovered/Categories/YATI.html


CTE



CTED Map

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/08/CTED%20List%20and%20Map%208-6-20.pdf?id=5f2c63d603e2b31790c7dc89


ADE Post-
Secondary



ADE Post-
Secondary

https://www.azed.gov/ccr 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/08/CTED%20List%20and%20Map%208-6-20.pdf?id=5f2c63d603e2b31790c7dc89
https://www.azed.gov/ccr


Post-Assessment



Post-Assessment
1. All children in foster care can go to 

college for free.

a. True

b. False



Post-Assessment
2. What age do youth in foster care get 

independent status when filling out 
the FAFSA?.

a. 10
b. 13
c. 21
d. 18



Post-Assessment
3. ASU, NAU, UofA, GCU, & Maricopa 

Community Colleges have programs & 
supports for their students that are in 
foster care or were previously in foster 
care?

a. True

b. False



Thank You!

Joey Taylor, Foster Care Education Coordinator
Arizona Department of Education

602.542.3569
fostercare@azed.gov 

mailto:fostercare@azed.gov
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