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Preparing Indigenous Teachers for Arizona Schools 
(PITAS) is . . .

designed for para-
professionals, 
educational assistants, 
and others in Native-
serving schools across 
Arizona who want to 
become certified K-8 
teachers.

Persons who are already certified teachers are 
NOT eligible



Distribution of 
PITAS 

Students in 
cohort 1

Tribal Affiliations:

American Indian
Navajo

Hopi
Paiute

Gila River
Non-Native



Stay in your Home Community

PITAS Scholars will earn 
either a bachelor’s or 
master’s degree in 
Elementary Education and be 
eligible for Arizona State 
teaching certification in two 
years, while you stay in your 
home community and 
continue working in your 
school.



Classes will be delivered in a hybrid format

Classes are delivered 
in a hybrid format that 
accommodates most 
work schedules; 



Classes will be delivered in a hybrid format

PITAS Scholars will 
participate in two-
weekend community 
residencies and a 
summer residency at 
Northern Arizona 
University in Flagstaff.





One benefit is that the university classes are 
specifically embedded with culturally relevant 

practices and indigenous perspectives.



Cohort 2 
Coming Soon!

The first PITAS cohort 
began in October 2022 and 
will end in June 2024. 

WE ARE CURRENTLY 
RECRUITING FOR THE 
SECOND PITAS COHORT, 
which will begin classes 
in early October 2023, and 
graduate in May 2025!



The Demand is High

We have had over 
100 persons 
demonstrate interest 
in the 25 PITAS 
scholar positions in 
the new Cohort this 
semester!



Arizona Teachers Academy

• PITAS scholars receive a small 
stipend and laptop. As an 
admitted student in the 
BSED/MED Elementary 
Education program, you are 
eligible to participate in the 
Arizona Teachers Academy 
(ATA) which will cover your 
tuition and mandatory fees 
after all other scholarships and 
gift aid are applied.



Three Primary Funding Support for Our Scholars

• Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FASFA)

• Arizona Teachers Academy 
(ATA)

• Preparing Indigenous 
Teachers for Arizona 
Schools (PITAS)



Complete the FAFSA Yearly
(Federal Application for Federal Student Aid)

To receive this funding, 
you must:

• complete a FAFSA every 
year, 

• seek ATA support, and 

• remain in good academic 
standing at NAU.



You must commit to Teaching in Arizona

As a result of receiving the 
ATA and PITAS funding, our 
scholars commit to teaching 
at an approved Arizona 
public, Arizona BIE, or 
Arizona Charter school for 
the number of years you 
receive the funding.



Eligibility criteria: Bachelor’s Degree
Individuals working as Para-Professionals, Educational Assistants, etc. in schools on 

or bordering any of Arizona’s 22 Native Nations are eligible if they have the following:

• 45 units of coursework

• ENG 105 or equivalent

• MAT 150 or equivalent

• MAT 155 or equivalent

• 2 lab science courses

• EDF 200 or equivalent

• Cumulative GPA of 2.5

• Fingerprint clearance card



Eligibility criteria: Master’s Degree
Individuals working as Para-Professionals, Educational Assistants, etc. in schools on 

or bordering any of Arizona’s 22 Native Nations are eligible if they have the following:

• A completed bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
institution.

• GPA of 3.0 = full admittance
• Below 3.0 undergraduate gpa must petition the College 

of Education Admissions Committee to achieve 
conditional admittance with allowance to achieve 3.0 in 
graduate-level work with first nine (9) graduate credit 
hours

• College Algebra or equivalent with a minimum 
grade of C

• ENG foundation composition course(s) with a 
minimum cumulative English GPA of 3.0

• If the English composition GPA is not 3.0, the applicant 
can complete one of the following NAU courses (or an 
advisor approved writing course) with a minimum 
grade of B: ENG 105, ENG 205, 210, 211, 220, 270, 
302W or 310W.

• One lab science with a minimum grade of C

• A copy of IVP fingerprint clearance card



Benefits of program participation

• The program is designed for para-professionals and 
others working in Native-serving schools

• PITAS Scholars will remain in your community while 
completing your courses synchronously online (via 
Zoom)

• PITAS Scholars are eligible to apply for ATA funding, 
which covers tuition and mandatory fees after all 
other scholarships and gift aid are applied

• PITAS Scholars will receive a laptop and an $800 
stipend each semester

• All education classes will be taken with the cohort, 
and classes will be designed for relevance to 
teaching in Arizona’s Native-serving schools

• Faculty and staff will provide mentorship and 
support



Student Teaching

Working with schools 
in their communities, 
PITAS scholars have 
the opportunity to 

complete their student 
teaching requirements 

in those same 
communities.  



Preparing Indigenous Teachers for Arizona Schools 
(PITAS) has been a success. . .

As 21 of the original 25
PITAS Scholars have 
remained with the 

program.



Teaching in Indigenous 
Communities Certificate (TIIC)






