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Housekeeping Items
• A link to this recorded presentation and slides will be provided to attendees 

following the training. 

• If you have questions, please share them in the following ways:
• Enter simple questions into the Q&A feature or type them into the chat. 

• Save in-depth questions for after session office hours.

• Email homeless@azed.gov with any LEA-specific questions.

• All resources referenced in this training can be located on APLD 

(Blackboard), the website, and in the newsletter.

mailto:homeless@azed.gov
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Today’s Session



Objective

Attendees will understand foundational requirements and 

essential processes to ensure LEAs and McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Liaisons are upholding statute related to awareness

and the professional development of district staff to ensure 

the proper identification of homeless children and youth (HCY).



Pre-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Pre-Assessment

1. I know where to locate the Public Notice Poster on the ADE Homeless 
Education Program website.

2. When should the Written Notice of the Rights of Homeless Students be 
provided?

3. Who is the Liaison required to provide training for on the McKinney-Vento Act 
and the district’s Homeless Education Program?

4. True or False: Liaisons are required to establish partnerships with community-
based organizations (CBOs) in order to provide resources and service to 
address the unique needs of students experiencing homelessness. 



Defining 
Homelessness • McKinney-Vento Act Definition of Homeless

• Primary Nighttime Residence

• Obstacles of Homeless Children and Youth



Common Acronyms 

SEA - State educational agency

LEA - Local educational agency

HEP - Homeless Education 
Program

BID - Best interest determination

HCY - Homeless Children and 
Youth

UHY - Unaccompanied Homeless 
Youth

SIS - Student information system

CBO - Community-based 
organization



Legal Definition of Homeless

Fixed: Stationary, permanent, not 
subject to change.

Regular: Used on a predictable, routine, 
consistent basis.

Adequate: Lawfully and reasonably sufficient. 

Does it sufficiently meet the physical and 
psychological needs typically met in a home 
environment?



Common Qualifying Living Situations
• Shelters
• Transitional housing programsSheltered

• Abandoned buildings
• Campgrounds, parks, vehicles
• Inadequate housing structures or trailer parks

Unsheltered

• Temporary housing in hotel or motelHotel / Motel

• Sharing housing with friends or family due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or 
similar reason.

• Typically not of mutual interest.
Doubled-Up

• A homeless child or youth not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
• This includes when a student is with a family member, but that person is not their legal 

guardian. 
Unaccompanied

Migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle 
because the children are living in circumstances described.



Common Obstacles Faced by 
Homeless Children and Youth

• Unable to meet standard school enrollment requirements

• Move around and change schools often

• Experience hunger, tiredness, and stress

• Lack school supplies or completed homework (lack of space or 

resources)

• Lack access to reliable transportation

• Do not have a parent or guardian to help them (unaccompanied youth)



Roles & 
Responsibilities • McKinney-Vento Act 

• LEA Responsibilities

• Liaison Responsibilities

• Arizona’s State Plan 



"The McKinney-Vento Act provides a 
number of LEA requirements for serving 
homeless children and youths" [42 U.S.C. §
11432(g)(3)].”

“An LEA must provide services to each 
homeless child and youth that are 
comparable to services offered to other 
students in the LEA. (Section 722(g)(4)).”

Education for Homeless Children and Youths 
Program Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2016

Roles & 
Responsibilities



Responsibilities 
of the LEA/Charter District 

Ensure a student’s education may continue at their school of origin,

Enroll students in the same school a non-homeless student would be 
enrolled in,

Comply with school stability protocol,

Assist families in attaining enrollment forms and records if needed,

Manage any disputes,

Uphold student and family privacy,

Provide comparable services and education to homeless students,

Coordinate with local social service agencies, within the LEA.

Align with the Arizona State Plan.

In general, each LEA 
must:

• Ensure access to education,
• Connect families with 

services,
• Form collaborations with 

CBOs, and
• Inform and provide learning 

for all stakeholders.

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (e)(3)(C), (g)(3)



“The local liaison serves as one of the 
primary contacts between homeless 
families and school staff, district personnel, 
shelter workers, and other service 
providers. Every LEA, whether or not it 
receives a McKinney-Vento subgrant, is 
required to designate a local liaison. 
(Section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii)). The liaison 
coordinates services to ensure that 
homeless children and youths enroll in 
school and have the opportunity to 
succeed academically.”

Education for Homeless Children and Youths 
Program Non-Regulatory Guidance, 2016

Roles & 
Responsibilities



1. Homeless youth are identified through 
outreach with other agencies;

2. Homeless youth are enrolled in and have full 
and equal opportunity to succeed in school;

3. Access to federally required resources: 
HeadStart and other preschool programs, 
interventions under IDEA, etc.; 

4.  Referral to well-being services: health care, 
dental, mental health, substance abuse, 
housing, etc.;

5.  Inform families and youth of educational 
opportunities with meaningful opportunities 
to participate;

6. Provide understandable public notice of 
educational rights in locations frequented by 
homeless youth, guardians, and unaccompanied 
youth: schools, shelters, public libraries, soup 
kitchens;

7. Mediate enrollment disputes according to federal 
guidance;

8. Inform family and youth of all transportation 
services;

9. Provide professional development and support 
for all stakeholders who serve homeless students; 
and

10.Assist unaccompanied youth with: enrollment, 
academic access and success, and notification of 
“Independent” status and assistance for  FAFSA.

Responsibilities of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Liaison

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)



Requirements of Arizona McKinney-
Vento Homeless Liaisons
Arizona’s ESSA State Plan requires that MV Homeless Liaisons:

• Complete the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison Contact Form found on the ADE Homeless Education 
Program website;

• Collaborate with school personnel to ensure use of the Student Residency Questionnaire and
Unaccompanied Youth Caregiver’s Authorization Form to identify homeless students; 

• Utilize the Best Interest Determination (BID) Form to make school enrollment decisions, when necessary,

• Assess the needs presented by the students through locally developed informal needs assessment tools; 

• Ensure required student data elements for homeless students and youth are accurately submitted to ADE;

• Provide at minimum an annual training to all LEA/Charter District school staff including administrative staff; 
and

• Annually develop, review, and revise policies to increase access to educational opportunities and academic 
success. 

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(3)

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Arizona%20State%20ESSA%20Plan%20Final%20approved%201.10.20.pdf?id=5e34789b03e2b316d8ba1bad


Awareness •Requirements

•Best Practices



‘‘Each local educational agency liaison for 
homeless children and youths, designated 
under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that 
homeless children and youth (including 
preschool-aged children and 
unaccompanied homeless youth) are 
identified by school personnel through 
outreachand coordinationactivities with 
other entities and agencies.”  

42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(i)

Awareness



When should this be shared?

• At the time any child or youth seeks 
enrollment (re-enrollment) and at least 
twice annually; 

• Anytime  a McKinney-Vento Eligibility 
Determination is made; 

• Anytime a school enrollment decision is 
made;

• During training with school district 
personnel and community partners; and

• On the district website and in district 
newsletters.

Awareness
Rights of Homeless Students



Awareness

“The McKinney-Vento Act requires liaisons 
to ensure that “public notice of the 
educational rights of homeless children 
and youths is disseminated in locations 
frequented by parents or guardians of 
such children and youths, and 
unaccompanied youths, including 
schools, shelters, public libraries, and 
soup kitchens, in a manner and form 
understandable to the parents and 
guardians of homeless children and 
youths, and unaccompanied youths.” 

42 USC 11432(g)(6)(a)(vi)



Where should this be posted?

• Every school building
• Throughout the community
• On the district website

Why should this be posted?

LEAs are required to post and disseminate the 
public notice of the educational rights of homeless 
children and youths in locations frequented by 
parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youths.

Suggested Community 
Locations

Community Based 
Organizations (CBOs)

Department of 
Economic Security 
buildings

Faith based 
organizations

Hotels and motels

Laundry mats Post Office

Shelters & soup kitchens Storage facilities

Stores Youth centers

Awareness
Public Notice Poster

42 USC § 11432(g)(6)(a)(vi)



Awareness
Public Notice Poster Templates

Find these posters and download for use at www.azed.gov/homeless.

http://www.azed.gov/homeless


New Resource!

Location of Public Notice Poster for 
Homeless Children and Youth (ADE Sample)

• Use the Public Notice Poster as a tool to 
initiate a conversation about the McKinney-
Vento Act whether it’s at a school site or 
within the community. In some instances, 
that initial conversation may lead to fruitful 
collaborations that will further support 
homeless children and youth.

• During the monitoring process, the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless  Liaison will be 
asked to provide a list of locations where 
the Public Notice poster is  posted.

Awareness
Public Notice Poster



Share Your Knowledge

Share the most creative or effective location that you have 

posted the Public Notice Poster in your district and/or 

community. Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Awareness“The term ‘unaccompanied youth’
includes a homeless child or youth not 
in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian.”

42 USC 11432(g)(6)(a)(iii)



An unaccompanied homeless youth is a young person who is both;

homeless (meeting McKinney-Vento definition) 

and

unaccompanied (not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian).

Awareness
Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

DCS and Tribal Social Services is not involved in any way with the child/youth.



Awareness

“(The) Liaison shall ensure that Homeless 
families and homeless children and 
youths have access to and receive 
educational services for which such 
families, children, and youths are eligible, 
including services through Head Start 
programs (including Early Head Start 
programs) under the Head Start Act (), 
early intervention services under part C 
of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (), and other preschool 
programs administered by the local 
educational agency

42 USC 11432(g)(6)(a)(iii)



LEAs must ensure that families, children, and youths experiencing 

homelessness have access to and receive educational services for 

which they are eligible, including services through:

• HeadStart and Early HeadStart programs

• AzEIP (Arizona Early Intervention Program) and other services under 

part C of IDEA, and

• LEA administered preschool programs

Awareness
Early Childhood Education



Professional 
Development •Requirements

•Best Practices



Share Your Knowledge

Do you provide specialized training for any departments at your 

district in addition to the general McKinney-Vento training? If 

yes, for whom?
Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Professional Development
School Personnel Training

A key responsibility of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison is providing professional development 
for school personnel.

Who should receive training?

• Office staff
• Administrators
• School Board 

members
• Transportation
• Counselors and 

Social Workers
• Teachers

Every employee!

Other Specialized Training 

• Security guards or SRO’s
• Paraprofessionals
• Playground Aids
• Crossing guards
• Maintenance staff
• IT/Data team
• CTE staff
• Afterschool program personnel

• Instructional 
Specialists

• Special Education 
personnel

• School Nurses
• Cafeteria staff
• Preschool personnel

Highly Recommended Specialized Training



Community partners may need information about how to best work with school systems to meet 
both academic and other basic needs. 

Some community partners to consider:

• Local city governments
• Shelters
• Community-Based Organizations (CBO’s)
• Non-profit organizations
• Faith based organizations
• Post-secondary institutions
• Early Childhood facilities
• Continuum of Care (CoC)
• Social services (DES, WIC)
• Community Action Network (CAN)

Professional Development
Community Partners

“To meet the needs of homeless students, 
local liaisons must have a diverse network of 
collaborative partners, as students 
experiencing homelessness have many 
needs beyond what schools have the ability 
to address on their own. Assisting families 
through referrals for additional services, such 
as housing, medical, dental, and social 
services, can increase stability and ensure 
students are ready to learn when they reach 
the classroom.” 

(NCHE Local Liaison Toolkit: Collaboration)

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Local-Liaison-Toolkit-2020.pdf


New Resource!

LEA Collaborations with Community-Based 
Organizations (ADE Sample)

• Use this tool to keep accurate records of 
partnerships you have established with 
community-based organizations. 

• During the monitoring process, the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless  Liaison will be 
asked to provide a list of community-
based organizations that are providing 
supplemental support to identified 
homeless children and youth.

Professional Development
Community Partners



• Invite relevant district personnel and leaders to attend ADE 
provided trainings.

• Schedule one-on-one training or meetings with new staff.

• Request to be an included session during professional 
development days throughout the year.

• Stay aware of other professional development, trainings, or 
meetings happening in your district to seek opportunities for 
collaboration. 

• Host office hours for district staff to ask questions.

• Attend trainings (ADE, NCHE, SchoolHouse Connection, etc.) with 
your team to debrief afterwards. 

Training Ideas…

• In person training

• Virtual training

• Video production 

• Resources already 

available online

Professional Development
Training Best Practice



Best Practices for Record Keeping

• In-Person Training – Utilize sign in sheets.

• Virtual Training – Generate a report of attendees 
following the training.

• Video Production – Share through a format such as 
Google to track who watched the video.

• Collaborate with your LEA’s professional 
development decision makers to coordinate a 
tracking system (i.e., BlackBoard).

• Provide a survey and log questions and requests  to 
begin planning additional training.

Keeping track of provided trainings, attendees, and data such as surveys, questions, and need is 
important for your program and monitoring. 

Professional Development
Track Training Attendees



True or False?

It is required to collect data following training to check for 

understanding and relevancy.

Share Your Knowledge

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Gathering data from training attendees is a required practice as it allows you to:

• Learn who your audience is;

• Confirm and ensure your district staff is attending and understands the material 
presented;

• Adjust the information included in the training to ensure relevancy and effectiveness;

• Learn more to support the need for individualized training either by department or 
staff; and 

• Develop a system for future planning.

Professional Development
Training Survey and Data



Best Practices for Survey 
Implementation

• Create an electronic survey to streamline 
the process for data collection.

• Provide the survey immediately following 
the training. 

• Eliminate surveys distributed on paper.

• Host focus groups

• Provide a section for comments.

The LEA and McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison should determine the goals for gathering data and 
plan how it will be utilized. 

Professional Development
Training Survey and Data

Best Practices for Utilizing Survey Data 

• Consider what ongoing data will be 
collected to analyze the effectiveness of the 
HEP.

• Learn what the data reveal about the extent 
to which the needs of HCY are being met by 
our LEA.

• Summarize the data and evaluate what  
enhancements should be made to the 
current program.



Surveys are designed to help maintain the quality and effectiveness of your training programs.  

Professional Development
Training Survey

Guiding Questions and Considerations for your HEP Training Survey

• True or False: Students experiencing homelessness shall immediately be enrolled even if they do not have 
the typical enrollment records required.

• I am familiar with our district’s identification procedure for students experiencing homelessness.

• I know how to contact the McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison.

• School of Origin is defined as:
A. the school the student attends right now
B. the school the student is living in
C. the school where the parent wants the student to attend

• True or False: Transportation is a requirement under the provisions of the McKinney-Vento Act. 

• True or False:  Shared housing, often referred to as doubled-up, is a qualifying living situation of the 
McKinney-Vento Act.



Professional Development
ADE Training Template

New Resource!

McKinney-Vento District Training
 (ADE Sample)

• Use this tool to aid in the development 
of your training presentation.

• This presentation will include statutory 
citations and include slides for you to 
include relevant information pertaining 
to your LEA’s Homeless Education 
Program.



Post-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Post-Assessment

1. I know where to locate the Public Notice Poster on the ADE Homeless 
Education Program website.

2. When should the Written Notice of the Rights of Homeless Students be 
provided?

3. Who is the Liaison required to provide training for on the McKinney-Vento Act 
and the district’s Homeless Education Program?

4. True or False: Liaisons are required to establish partnerships with community-
based organizations (CBOs) in order to provide resources and service to 
address the unique needs of students experiencing homelessness. 



Post-Assessment Results

1. I know where to locate the Public Notice Poster on the ADE Homeless Education Program 
website.

2. When should the Written Notice of the Rights of Homeless Students be provided?

✓ At the time of enrollment
✓ Upon eligibility determination
✓ After Best Interest Determination (BID)
✓ After Dispute Resolution
✓ Twice annually while the child or youth is enrolled in school, for identified HCY
✓ Twice annually while the child or youth is enrolled in school, for all enrolled 

students



Post-Assessment Results

3. Who is the Liaison required to provide training for on the McKinney-Vento Act and the 
district’s Homeless Education Program?

✓ Administrators and office staff

✓Teachers and instructional specialists

✓Counselors and social workers

✓Cafeteria staff and crossing guards

4. True or False: Liaisons are required to establish partnerships with community-based 
organizations (CBOs) in order to provide resources and service to address the unique 
needs of students experiencing homelessness. 



Closing & Next Steps



LEA Homeless Education Program 
Guidance Documents and Forms List

All the resources covered in today’s session, 
including sample forms and procedures, are 
located on the Homeless Education 
Program website. 

You can access this document via:
• The link in the chat, 
• September’s ADE Homeless Education 

Program Newsletter
• In the APLD Blackboard for this session, 

and
• In an email following the session.



Feedback Survey & Certificates

Feedback survey
• Will only populate once you click “Leave Meeting” 
• Must complete to receive PL certificate in APLD Blackboard

Recording and slides
• APLD session Blackboard
• HEP website



Technical 
Assistance

Arizona Department of Education
Homeless Education Program
(602)542-4963
homeless@azed.gov

mailto:homeless@azed.gov
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