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AGENDA

•Alternate English Language Proficiency Assessment (Alt ELPA) 
Background

•2022-2023 Field Test/Operational Assessment

•Approval of the Alt ELPA Cut Scores



ALT ELPA 
BACKGROUND
ALTERNATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES



COLLABORATIVE FOR THE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (CAAELP)

• Arizona joined the collaborative in 2020 under the leadership of Iowa as the state lead and 
CRESST. A four-year grant from USDOE to develop an alternate English Language 
Proficiency (ELP) assessment aligned to the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO)  
Alternate ELP Standards

• CCSSO Alternate ELP standards were approved to be used in Arizona by the State Board 
of Education (January 24, 2022)

• Developed a unique alternate assessment for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities

• Aligned to MSAA Eligibility Criteria



COLLABORATIVE FOR THE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (CAAELP) CONTINUED

• First Alternate Assessment for English leaners with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities for Arizona Students.

• Arizona developed a Community of Practice to engage educators and gather feedback on 
the development of this assessment

• Administered online and with embedded supports to about 1,000 students in Arizona



ALIGNED TO THE CCSSO ALTERNATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
PROFICIENCY STANDARDS



CCSSO ALTERNATE ELP STANDARDS K AND 2-3

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/07/02-20190215-CAAELP-K-
12-ELP-Standards-for-ELs-with-significant-cognitive-
disabilities%20%282%29.pdf



CCSSO ELP STANDARDS GRADES 6-8 AND 9-12



ALT ELPA WEBPAGE

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/AltELPA



ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/10/Alternat
e%20Assessment%20Eligibility_May%202022.pdf



2022-2023 FIELD 
TEST/OPERATIONAL 
ASSESSMENT
ALTERNATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES



PILOT, FIELD TESTING, AND OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT

•In 2022 Arizona educators and other ALT ELPA State educators participated in a Pilot Alt 
ELPA Test (February- March 2022)

•Arizona educators participated in state Communities of Practice and two All States 
Community of Practices

•In 2022-2023 Alt ELPA was an Operational/Field Test
◦ Arizona had approximately 1,000 students participate in Grades K-12
◦ An operational/field test permits results to be used and does not require students to be double 

tested



SAMPLE TEST ITEMS GRADE 4 LISTENING

https://login3.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V27/Pages/L
oginShell.aspx?c=Arizona_PT&a=Student

https://login3.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V27/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Arizona_PT&a=Student
https://login3.cambiumtds.com/student_core/V27/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Arizona_PT&a=Student


SAMPLE ITEMS: GRADE 4 LISTENING



APPROVAL OF ALT 
ELPA CUT SCORES
ALTERNATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH THE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES



EMBEDDED STANDARD SETTING METHOD



OVERALL PROFICIENCY DETERMINATION BASED ON MODALITY

Proficiency 
Determination

Definition Profiles

Emerging

Students show a level of English language proficiency reflected in the 
Alternate ELP standards that significantly limits participation in the 
grade-appropriate classroom activities reflected in the Alternate 
Academic standards. This is indicated on the Alt ELPA by attaining 
Level 1 in all modalities. Students scoring Emerging on the Alt ELPA 
are eligible for ongoing program support.

Level 1 in both modalities

Progressing

Students show a level of English language proficiency reflected in the 
Alternate ELP standards that moderately limits participation in the 
grade-appropriate classroom activities reflected in the Alternate 
Academic standards. This is indicated on the Alt ELPA by attaining 
above Level 1 and below level 3 in at least one modality. Students 
scoring Progressing on the Alt ELPA are eligible for ongoing program 
support.

 Above
Level 1 and below Level 3 
in at least one modality

Proficient

Students show a level of English language proficiency reflected in the 
Alternate ELP standards that enables full participation or only slightly 
limits participation in the grade-appropriate classroom activities 
reflected in the Alternate Academic standards. This is indicated on 
the Alt ELPA by attaining Level 3 or higher in all modalities. Once 
Proficient on Alt ELPA, students may be considered for 
reclassification.

Level 3 or higher in both 
modalities



NEXT STEPS
ALTERNATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT 
COGNITIVE DISABILITIES



DATA AND REPORTS

Once Alt ELPA States have approved recommended cuts: 

Reports will be generated and provided to LEA. Permissioned access to the Vendor 
(Cambium) Reporting Portal will be available in late fall. This is due to the standard 
setting requirements. In the future results will be available much earlier

Student meeting proficiency on this assessment are able to reclassify and contribute to 
the State Reclassification Rate

The Assessment Unit has been working with Accountability to update on timelines and 
when we can expect data



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!
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