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During the event, we 

 identified evidence-based and culturally 
relevant instructional practices specific to 
Native students 

  explored the benefits of integrating 
Indigenous authored literature in our 
classrooms, schools, and communities 

discussed and applied recommendations 
for literacy instruction that builds on 
Native students’ cultural strengths 

Learning 
Objectives



Source: 2021 Arizona Indian Education Annual Report https://www.azed.gov/oie/reports 

Why host this event? 

https://www.azed.gov/oie/reports




Table 8. Percentage distribution of fourth- and eighth-grade AI/AN students, whose teachers reported 
how they have their students read literature with AI/AN themes, by school type/density: 2019

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, 
National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2019 National Indian Education Study





Participant 
Demographics 



Participant 
Demographics 

• 20 Public School Districts or Charters

• 2 Tribal Education Departments 

• 3 BIE / Tribally Controlled Schools 

• 2 Non-profits 



Participant Feedback 

“What was the best part of the symposium?”

20% of participants were “satisfied”  and 80% of participants were 
“very satisfied” with the content covered at the symposium 



Breakout Sessions
Sessions Repeated from 2022 Symposium 
1. Culturally Relevant Instruction and the Science of Reading (Arizona 

Department of Education) 

2. Literary Representation and Analysis (ASU Labriola Center) 

3. Valuing Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Respecting Cultural Protocols 
(ASU Labriola Center) 

Recommended Sessions for Returning Attendees 
1. Labriola: Supporting Cultural Resilience with our Open Stacks (ASU Labriola Center)

2. Storytelling as Instruction: Using Read-alouds and Discussion Structures to Build 
Comprehension (Arizona Department of Education)

3. Supporting Literacy Development Outside of English Language Arts (Arizona 
Department of Education)



Key Partner: Office of 
Academic Standards

Hannah Rude
Director of K-12 Social Studies and World 
and Native Languages
Hannah.Rude@azed.gov

Lauren Spenceley
Secondary ELA Specialist
Lauren.Spenceley@azed.gov 
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