


Disclaimer

This training was developed by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services
Division (HNS). The content in this training is intended for professionals operating one or more USDA Child
Nutrition Programs in Arizona under the direction of ADE. The information in this training is subject to
change. Attendees are encouraged to access professional development materials directly from the

training library to prevent use of outdated content.



Nntended Audience

This training is intended for School Food Authorities
(SFAs) operating the National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP).

Opjectives

At the end of this training, attendees should be able
to:

e understand the Direct Certification (DC) with
Medicaid Data Demonstration Project; and,

o effectively certify qualifying students to free and
reduced-price meals using Medicaid Data.




Quiz Time
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SECTION 1 OVERVIEW OF THE DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
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MEMORANDUM
To: School Food Authonties Operating the National School Lunch Program
From: Melissa Conner, Senior Deputy Associate Superintendent
Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutntion Services Division

Date:  June 1, 2023

Subject: Announcement of the Direct Certification with Medicand Data Demonstration Project

L]
) The purpose of this memorandum is to announce Anzona's participation in the Direct Certification with
Medicaid Data Demonstration (DC-M) Project. The United States Department of Agnculture (USDA)
has approved the Anzona Department of Education { ADE) to partner with the Arizona Health Care Cost

Containment System (AHCCCS) to admimster the Anzona DC-M. The DC-M demonstration project 18
for both free and reduced-price meal eligibility in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and
School Breakfast Program (SBP) and will begin in Anzona in School Year 2023-2024.

ADE has been approved to administer the Elgibity Requirements
DC-M 15 the use of Medicaid data files to identify children eligible to receive meals through the NSLP

A r | ZO n a D | re Ct C e rt | 'ﬂ C a t | O n M e d | C a | d ( D C = M ) and SBP for free or reduced-price without the need of application. Medicaid is the medical assistance

program established under Title XIX of the Social Secunty Act. To be ehgible for Medicad data
matching, students must receive Medicaid or live in a household with another child who receives

F re e a n d R e d u Ce d D e m O n St r a t i O n p rO 1 e Ct Medicaid and has famuly income as measured by the Medicaid Program. Information from Medicaid
J data files will be used to identify students LII.LIIJ‘I.L to receive meals for free or at a reduced price. The
Medicaid data matching process will allow School Food Authorities (SFAs) to certify eligble students

Sta rtl N g | N S C h 00 | Y ear 202 3_202 4 for meal benefits without the need of a household application.

MSLP income ehigibility standards will be used to determine a student’s benefit level for school meals:
# 130% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) for free meal eligibility
¢ 185% of the FPL for reduced-price meal eligibility

Matching Medicaid Data in CNPDirect Certification/ Direct Verification

Technology enhancements are being developed for the CNPDirect Certificationfirect Ferification

DC-M is the use of Medicaid data files to
identify children eligible to receive meals ol gy b ek e

Tom Horme, Superintendent of Public Instruction

1535 West Jefferson Streer = Phoenix Arzzona B3007 = srww aeed pon

th roug h the NSLP and SBP for free or “We are a service organization committed to raising academic outcomes and empowering parents.”
reduced-price without the need of an

application. HNS 06-2023: Announcement of the Direct Certification

with Medicaid Data Demonstration Project



https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/06/HNS%2006-%202023.pdf
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SECTION 1 OVERVIEW OF THE DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Hlerarcny of DC
Vatcnes

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), Food Distribution Program on
Indian Reservations (FDPIR), and other direct
certification matches always supersede
Medicaid matches for reporting purposes.

DC-M Eligibility

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible for Medicaid data matching,
students must either receive Medicaid or
live in a household with another child who
receives Medicaid and has family income
as measured by the Medicaid Program.

Students should be identified as a Medicaid
match only when there is no match with SNAP,
TANF, FDPIR, or other programs.
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SECTION 1 OVERVIEW OF THE DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Preparing tor DC-NM

SFA RESPONSIBILITIES

SFAs must notify their respective vendor/Point Vendors will need to prepare the user interface
of Sale software provider of the inclusion DC-M and system to intake the two new direct

free and DC-M reduced data for the upcoming certification fields (DC-M Free and DC-M
school year. Reduced) and ensure hierarchy rules outlined

on the prior slide are implemented when a child
matches in multiple categories of direct
certification.




SECTION 1 OVERVIEW OF THE DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Quliz Time

True or False. Medicaid matches supersede SNAP, FDPIR,
and other direct certification matches.

A True.

B False.



SECTION 1 OVERVIEW OF THE DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA DEMONSTRATION PROJECT

Quliz Time

True or False. Medicaid matches supersede SNAP, FDPIR,
and other direct certification matches.

A True. SNAP, TANF, FDPIR & other direct
certification matches always
( B False. supersede Medicaid matches for

reporting purposes.
Only identify a student as a

Medicaid match if the child does
not match with SNAP, TANF, FDPIR

or other programs.






SECTION 2 ACCESSING THE CNP DIRECT CERTIFICATION SYSTEM
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CNP Direct
Certitication

ACCESSING THE SYSTEM

Direct Certification using Medicaid Data is
conducted in the CNP Direct Certification
(CNPDC) web-based application in
ADEConnect.

To access the CNPDC system, login to
ADEConnect, select "View Applications,”
and then select "CNP Direct Certification /
Direct Verification."

1

2

LOGIN TO ADECONNECT

Open a web browser, navigate to
adeconnect.azed.gov, and input your
username and password for ADEConnect.

SELECT "VIEW APPLICATIONS"
After logging in to ADEConnect, select

"View Applications."

i ™

Applications

Access and use ADE applications.

View Applications
. #

SELECT "CNP DIRECT CERTIFICATION /

DIRECT VERIFICATION"
Select "CNP Direct Certification / Direct

Verification" from the list of applications in
ADEConnect.

CMNP Direct Certification / Direct Venfication s

U



https://adeconnect.azed.gov/
https://adeconnect.azed.gov/

SECTION 2 ACCESSING THE CNP DIRECT CERTIFICATION SYSTEM
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CNP Direct Certification & Direct Verification

Weiomé, Rhodes, Maddis
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| acknowiedge that my use of the CNP Direct Cenlificaton ¢ Direct Venfication application s in complance with all resinictions stabed above

ACCESSING THE SYSTEM

After successfully logging in to the CNP Direct [easrsss I
Certification / Direct Verification System, a
screen with a Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) statement will load. The Py CNP Direct Certification & Direct Verification ]
statement must be read, understood, and

acknowledged to advance in the system by
S e | e Ct I n g I I AG R E E/C O N T I N U E ° . Direct Certification means determining which children are eligible for free meal benefits based on Available October 1st

documentation obtained directly from the appropriate State or local agency.

Welcome to the Arizona Department of Education CNP Direct Certification / Direct Verification Application
ATTENTION:

= iy enrc@ment within the DiSWECT or SChool requesting the nformation

Acknowledgement:

N

Weleame, Rhodes, Maddie

L
r.,\ el
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All Child Nutrition Program School Food Authorities (SFAs)™ are required to run a Direct Certification report at

= 5 5 Conducting Direct Venfication is a requirement in the state of Arizona. Direct Verification is not Direct
least three times per school year using CNP Direct Certification:

Certification; however, they're located in the same application via the ADE Commuon Logon, CNP Direct
= At oraround the beginning of the school year (July 1) Certification/Direct Venification. Direct Verification can only be conducted durning the Verification time frame

= three months after the initial effort;, and {Oct. 1- Now. 15) and must only be conducted for applications that are part of the Verification sample. Since

= six months after the initial affort Verification for Cause can be conducted at any time during the year, including dates that Direct Verification is

A te r t e F E R pA St a t e m e n t a S e e n A e i i i e e e R et T b Fo‘t available, ADE does not require LEAs to conduct Direct Verification for applications selected to be verified
for cause,

If a household submits an application for children who were directly certified, direct certification takes
precedence over an application.

acknowledged, you will then be brought to a » -
new screen where you must select CNP Direct e o

. . . . I . ey '
Cert'.ﬁ.cat'_on by clicking "Proceed to Direct - == o |
Certification."







SECTION 3 IDENTIFYING A DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA MATCH IN THE CNPDC SYSTEM

Changesto tne

C N ) C Syg J[e m % CNP Direct Certification
HNS 07-2023: DC-M ENHANCEMENTS e
TO THE CNPDC SYSTEM = -
To accommodate DC using Medicaid data, the o ZZ!ES."-J;?'"-‘-'?“’-“"f“-“L-.".?ZEL. T e e e o e o ey o
. . L | I | ' I 11 | 1 |
CNPDC system received the following updates: e tee - " e
FirstName LastNa me ‘Birth Date Fhesutt ']ﬂmltnaz 'l'auisionnm Eligibility Type Possible Duplicate - :]
MAFREE |
MA-REDUCED i
1. Addition of Medicaid (MA)-Free and MA-
"""" oo

Reduced Categories and Counts.

2. Addition of MA-Free and MA-Reduced in
the Eligibility Type Column and Data

Extraction.


https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/HNS%2007-%202023%20DC%20Medicaid%20Enhancements%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/HNS%2007-%202023%20DC%20Medicaid%20Enhancements%20FINAL.pdf

SECTION 3 IDENTIFYING A DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA MATCH IN THE CNPDC SYSTEM

dentitying DC-M Matches

DC-M & THE CNPDC SYSTEM

To identify students qualifying for free and
reduced-price meals using Medicaid data, SFAs latches
will conduct DC using standard processes.

Medicaid
Fres Reduced

Mo Matches MEP | Homeless

SNAFP | TANF | Foster FDPIR

Bearch:

The CNPDC system results will reflect student
matches in accordance with the hierarchy of
DC matches.

Possible Duplicate

Medicaid data matches will be categorized as
MA-Free or MA-Reduced under the Eligibility
Type column.


https://www.azed.gov/hns/nslp/training
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t's a Matcn!

NOTIFYING DC-M MATCHES

After conducting DC, students qualifying for free or
reduced-price meals must be notified indicating the
DC source in which they were matched.

Template Notification Letters for Students Qualifying
for Free or Reduced Meals through DC-M:

e Notification for Free School Meals Letter, Direct
Certification (English) (Spanish)

e Notification of Reduced-Price School Meals Letter,
Direct Certification - Medicaid (English) (Spanish)

IDENTIFYING A DIRECT CERTIFICATION WITH MEDICAID DATA MATCH IN THE CNPDC SYSTEM

NOTIFICATION LETTER FOR REDUCED-PRICE SCHOOL MEALS
DIRECT CERTIACATION-MEDICAID

Dhea ParentiGusddian

Wi Wl 1 Wty oul Ko thiad Bh chilc{nen) Baded below qualty fof reduced-price school moals
because they recenve [Medicaid-Reduced] benelits. 1 you believe your child{nen) quality for
free meals — compiste and retum 2 Free/Reduced applcation o the school with income
wiformation of a curent SHAP (Food StampyTANF Ca88 number

Hame of Child Hame of School

|
1
|

It somecne in your household recehves Medicaid-Reduced and there are oiher children in your
hoimehod who aen't keted anoe, ey a8 Uity for redulectpricn mpals.

Pizase conlact the: school your child{ren) atiends in the: following situations:

Othist ChBGNEn in Your household who are ol Bted above, and yous voukd By

M hene ane othisr
) B3 s QuAlERed FOf fRdid-price meals
*  “Vou da nol wanl your children fo qualify for neduced-price meals.

*  ou hawe any additonal questions.

NOTIFICATION LETTER FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS

DIRECT CERTIRICATION
D G
Wi want bo fed o gy Bl The child{ren) Bsted Belowr qualify Tor fnee school meals because
they recetve | State SNAR] [FOPIR] [State TANF] [Foster] [Homeless] [Migrant] or

[Medicaid-Free] benefits. This means tat you do not need to il out 3 houschold applcation
for these children o debesming ebgibdity for frew or reduced-price meals:

| Name of Chid Narne of Schecl

I someone in your household receives State SHAP FOPIR, State TANF, or Medicald-Free and
there are olfver chilldren in your housshold who anent isled above, they alse gualify for free
muoals. Please note that Foster, Homeless, or Migrant students do ot axtend free meal
Bemsfits ta other chiloren 1 K oSl

Plaase contact the schiool your child|ren) stiends in the foliowing sifaxtions

« Hihere are others chideen in your howsehoid wha are nol Ested above, and you would ke
hem i be qualified for Tree meais

Template Notification Letters for Students Qualifying for
Free or Reduced Meals through DC-M



https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/05/Notification%20Letter_Direct%20Certification.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2017/05/Notification%20of%20Free%20School%20Meals%20Letter%2C%20Direct%20Certification%20%28Spanish%29.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/06/Notification%20of%20Reduced-Price%20School%20Meals_Direct%20Certification%20-%20Medicaid%20%28English%29.docx
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/06/Notification%20of%20Reduced-Price%20School%20Meals_Direct%20Certification-Medicaid%20%28Spanish%29.docx

- CONTACT US



https://www.azed.gov/hns

Congratulations

You have completed the Online Course:

How to Complete Direct Certification Using
Medicaid Data.

Information to include when documenting this
training for Professional Standards:

Training Title: Key Area: 3000 - Administration
How to C lete Direct .

OW. .O .Omp e. = LITee Learning Code: 3120
Certification Using
Medicaid Data Length: 0.25 hour

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it.



CertiTicate

Requesting a training certificate
Please click the button to complete a brief

survey about this online training. Once the
survey is complete, you will be able to print your .4/

certificate of completion from Survey Monkey.

Information to include when documenting this training for Professional Standards:
Training Title: Key Area: 3000 — Administration
How to Complete Direct | earning Code: 3120

Certl.ﬂc:{;}tlon Using Length: 0.25 hour
Medicaid Data

Please note, attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated on the training despite the amount of time it takes to complete it.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/upliftrecordedwebinar
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OnlineHowToGuides

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and
INstitutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital status,
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or
funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing
deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
iInformation (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the responsible Agency or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program
information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
Information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA Is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov

