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Housekeeping Items
• A link to this recorded presentation and slides will be provided to attendees 

following the training. These materials will also be posted to the ADE HEP 

website.

• If you have questions, enter them into the chat and we’ll answer as we have 

time. You can also email homeless@azed.gov with any questions.

• All resources referenced in this training can be located on the website or in 

the newsletter.

• At the end of the session, when you leave the meeting, you’ll be directed 

to a survey. Please don’t forget to complete it, as this is how we’ll verify 

you attendance and participation.

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Objective

Participants will learn how to 

incorporate best practices from 

identification to written notification of 

McKinney-Vento eligibility.



Pre-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Pre-Assessment
1. I am confident with the interview process and 
understand what questions to ask to make a 
McKinney-Vento eligibility determination.
 
2. My LEA/Charter District has developed a letter 
template and we notify every parent, guardian, 
caregiver, or student of all eligibility determinations.

3. My LEA/Charter District has established a written 
Dispute Resolution Procedure that is readily available 
for anyone who requests it.



Review



Key Provisions of the 
McKinney-Vento Act
• Immediate enrollment, even without 

documents (includes UHY) 
• School stability
• Transportation to school of origin when 

requested.

• Eliminate barriers

• Dispute Resolution Process
• The McKinney-Vento Liaison is required to 

assist with the process.



Legal Definition of 
Homelessness

Fixed: Stationary, permanent, 
not subject to change

Regular: Used on a predictable, 
routine, consistent basis

Adequate: Lawfully and reasonably 
sufficient. Is it sufficient for meeting 
the physical and psychological needs 
typically met in a home environment



Common Qualifying 
Living Situations



Responsibilities of the 
LEA/Charter District

Ensure a student’s education may continue at their 
school of origin,

Enroll students in the same school a non-homeless 
student would be enrolled in,

Comply with school stability protocol,

Assist families in attaining enrollment forms and records 
if needed,

Manage any disputes,

Uphold student and family privacy,

Provide comparable services and education to 
homeless students,

Coordinate with local social service agencies, and

Align with the Arizona State Plan.

In general, each 
LEA must:

• Ensure access to 
education,

• Connect families 
with services,

• Form collaborations 
with CBOs, and

• Inform and provide 
learning for all 
stakeholders.



Responsibilities of the 
McKinney-Vento Liaison

1. Homeless youth are identified 
through outreach with other 
agencies;

2. Homeless youth are enrolled in 
and have full and equal 
opportunity to succeed in school;

3. Access to federally required 
resources: HeadStart and other 
preschool programs, interventions 
under IDEA, etc.;

4.  Referral to well-being services: 
health care, dental, mental health, 
substance abuse, housing, etc.; 

5.  Inform families and youth of 
educational opportunities with 
meaningful opportunities to 
participate;

6. Provide understandable public 
notice of educational rights in 
locations frequented by homeless 
youth, guardians, and 
unaccompanied youth: schools, 
shelters, public libraries, soup 
kitchens;

7. Mediate enrollment disputes 
according to federal guidance;

8. Inform family and youth of all 
transportation services;

9. Provide professional development 
and support for all stakeholders 
who serve homeless students; and

10. Assist unaccompanied youth with: 
enrollment, academic access and 
success, and notification of 
“Independent” status and assistance 
for  FAFSA.



Requirements of Arizona 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons

According to Arizona’s ESSA State Plan, 
McKinney-Vento Liaisons must:

• Complete the McKinney-Vento Liaison Contact Form found on the ADE Homeless 
Education Program website;

• Collaborate with school personnel to ensure use of the Student Residency Questionnaire 
and Unaccompanied Youth Caregiver’s Authorization Form to identify homeless students; 

• Utilize the Best Interest Determination (BID) Form to make school enrollment decisions 
when necessary,

• Assess the needs presented by the students through locally developed informal needs 
assessment tools; 

• Ensure required student data elements for homeless students and youth are accurately 
submitted to ADE;

• Provide at minimum an annual training to all LEA school staff including administrative staff; 
and

• Annually develop, review, and revise policies to increase access to educational 
opportunities and academic success. 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Arizona%20State%20ESSA%20Plan%20Final%20approved%201.10.20.pdf?id=5e34789b03e2b316d8ba1bad


The 
Interview



Discussion Question

True or False?

A student should be enrolled first and then 
the eligibility interview should be conducted.

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Review



Eligibility Process

Awareness

Identification 

Referral

Enrollment Interview

Eligibility 
Determination & 

Written 
Notification

SIS Data Entry
Notification to 
district level 

supports. 



ADE Identification & 
Eligibility Interview 
Questions & Checklist

• Each student has a unique housing 
situation; as a result, determinations 
regarding eligibility and services under 
the McKinney-Vento Act must be 
determined on a case-by-case basis 
for each student.

• McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaisons are 
responsible for developing rapport and 
trust during the interview process to 
facilitate the acquisition of pertinent 
information.

Sample 
Form



ADE Identification & 
Eligibility Interview 
Questions & Checklist

Sample 
Form

1



Information Gathering
BUZZ WORDS THE ASK



The 
Determination



Discussion Question

Now that the eligibility determination has 
been made, what should the 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison do next?

Type your 
answer in 
the chat!



Review



Eligibility Process

Awareness

Identification 

Referral

Enrollment Interview

Eligibility 
Determination & 

Written 
Notification

SIS Data Entry
Notification to 
district level 

supports. 



Legal 
Requirement

The parent or guardian of the child or youth or (in 
the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth 
shall be provided with a written explanation of 
any decisions related to school selection or 
enrollment made by the school, the local 
educational agency, or the State educational 
agency involved, including the rights of the 
parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth to 
appeal such decisions

[Title 42 of the U.S. Code §11432(g)(3)(E)(ii)]



ADE Written Notice of 
Eligibility & School 
Placement Determination 

• Once the LEA/Charter District determines 
that a child or youth is McKinney-Vento 
eligible, the parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth school should provide 
all rights and services required by law.

• If, after investigating, a district concludes that 
the student is not McKinney-Vento eligible, 
the district must provide the parent, guardian, 
or unaccompanied youth the opportunity to 
appeal the district’s decision through the 
district’s McKinney-Vento dispute resolution 
process 

[42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(3)(E)]

Sample 
Letter



ADE McKinney-Vento Act
Best Interest Determination 
(BID) for School Placement
• The school placement decision should be a 

student-centered, individualized determination. 
Factors that an LEA may consider include:
• the age of the child or youth,

• the distance of the commute to and from the 
school of origin and its impact on the student’s 
education,

• personal safety issues,

• the student’s need for special instruction (e.g., 
special education and related services),

• the anticipated length of stay in a temporary 
shelter or other temporary location, and

• the time remaining in the school year. 

• Written explanation. of any decisions related to 
school selection or enrollment is required 
including the right to appeal such decisions.

Sample 
Form



Student Information System 
(SIS) Data Entry
Student Need data 
elements withing AzEDS 
and the student need 
codes are outlined here:

Code Descriptor

6 Homeless

21 Unaccompanied Youth

Additionally, primary 
nighttime residence 
code values are 
available here:

Code Descriptor

1 Sheltered

2 Doubled Up

3 Unsheltered

4 Hotel./motels

You’re required to ensure all data has been uploaded 
prior to 6/30/2023 to meet compliance.



Dispute 
Resolution



Dispute Resolution Process
McKinney-Vento 

eligibility decision is 
made.

LEA/Charter 
provides written 

notification of 
eligibility 

determination or 
services.

LEA/Charter level 
dispute is initiated.

SEA level dispute 
is initiated within 7 
workdays after the 

LEA/Charter 
decision.

LEA/Charter 
provides written 

notification of the 
dispute decision 

made.

Within a reasonable 
number of days, 

LEA/Charter convenes 
a panel to discuss 

considerations that led 
to the decision.

SEA Panel 
convenes to 

discuss 
considerations that 

lead to the 
decision.

Within 7 workdays, 
SEA provides 

written notification 
of the dispute 

decision made. 

The determination 
of the SEA panel 

shall be final.



Legal 
Requirement

LEA Requirements

All LEA/Charter Districts are 
required to adopt a policy and have 
procedures in place for resolving 
disputes regarding the eligibility, 
educational placement,  and 
provision for services of children and 
youth identified as homeless.

[42 U.S.C. 1432(g)(1)(C)]



LEA/Charter District Dispute 
Resolution Steps
If a dispute arises under the McKinney-Vento Act over eligibility, 
school selection, or school enrollment, LEA/Charter Districts are 
required to take the following steps.

1. The child or youth shall maintain enrollment, pending final 
resolution of the dispute. This includes all available disputes (State 
Level).

2. The LEA/Charter District conducts a hearing to discuss 
considerations that led to the decision.

3. The parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth must be provided 
with a written explanation of the dispute-related decision made. 

4. If requested by the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Liaison, will assist with the SEA level 
dispute.



Legal 
Requirement

SEA Dispute Resolution Procedure

To initiate the state level dispute, 
the following must occur within 
seven (7) workdays after receipt of 
the written notification of the 
decision made at the district.

[42 U.S.C. 1432(g)(1)(C)]



SEA Dispute Resolution Steps
1. The parent, guardian, or homeless youth, with assistance from the McKinney-

Vento Homeless Liaison, must submit a Notice of Appeal and must forward 
the following to the Arizona Department of Education, Office of Homeless 
Education:

1. A copy of the LEA/Charter Districts written decision
2. Additional supporting documentation as necessary

2. Upon receipt of a Notice of Appeal, the State Homeless Education Program 
Coordinator shall, within seven (7) workdays, convene a panel of at least 
two (2) Arizona Department of Education employees, including the State 
Director for Homeless Education and an additional department employee.

3. This panel shall review the entire record of the dispute and decide what is 
in the best interest of the child or youth. Within seven (7) workdays of the 
date the panel convenes; the Arizona Department of Education will issue 
this decision in writing.

4. The determination of the panel shall be final.



Dispute Resolution Forms
•LEA/Charter District Sample •SEA (State) Level Form



Wrap Up



Post-Assessment

1. I am confident with the interview process and 
understand what questions to ask to make a McKinney-
Vento eligibility determination.
  
2. I understand how to develop a written notification letter 
template and why we are required to notify every parent, 
guardian, caregiver, or student of the eligibility decision.
 
3. I understand the Dispute Resolution process and 
acknowledge it is a requirement for my LEA/Charter 
District to establish a procedure that is readily available 
upon request.



ADE Homeless Education 
Program Website 

https://www.azed.gov/homeless

Scan 
me!



ADE Homeless Education 
Program Contact List & 
Newsletter
Every school district and charter school must 
appoint a McKinney-Vento Liaison and submit their 
contact information to the state department.

• Access the form on the Homeless Education 
Program (HEP) website. 
• Each LEA/Charter District is responsible for 

completing the form. Check for accuracy before 
you submit your responses.

• Updates to the contact list are posted monthly.
• The list is published for use by parents, school staff, 

McKinney-Vento Liaisons and stakeholders.

• Stay up-to-date on requirements and important 
information from the state department such as:
• FY23 EHCY grant application is open in GME until 

May 1st. You can reference everything needed for 
the FY23 EHCY grant application on the website.

Scan 
me!



Summary
Purpose of EHCY Funds • Eliminate barriers for children and youth 

experiencing homelessness in the areas of 
identification, enrollment, attendance, and 
academic success by supplementing all 
other local, state, and federal funding 
sources

Eligible Applicants • LEAs & Charters

Eligibility Requirement • A minimum of 50 students experiencing 
homelessness enrolled

• Can join a consortium to meet or exceed this 
threshold requirement

Grant Application Open Date • March 1, 2023

Grant Application Close Date • May 1, 2023

Project Availability for FY24 • July 1, 2023 – September 30, 2024

Grant Cycle Availability • July 1, 2023 – September 30, 2027



Considerations

ARP-HCY I & II Funds • Project availability ends September 30, 
2024

EHCY Funds • 3-year grant cycle
• Begins July 1, 2023
• Concludes September 30, 2027

We highly encourage LEAs to apply!



Technical 
Assistance
A r i zon a D ep ar t men t  of  E d uc at i on

Homel es s  E d uc at i on  P rog ram

( 6 0 2 ) 542 - 49 6 3 ​

h omel es s @ azed . g ov  

mailto:homeless@azed.gov


Thank you.
A S  Y O U  C L O S E  Y O U R  Z O O M  
B R O W S E R ,  A  S U R V E Y  W I N D O W  W I L L  
A P P E A R .  P L E A S E  T A K E  A  F E W  
M I N U T E S  T O  A N S W E R  T H E  
Q U E S T I O N S .
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