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The purpose of this presentation is to provide an overview of 
the Spring 2023 AZELLA Reassessment administration 
including the grade configuration, mode of administration, test 
materials, and accommodated forms for ELs students with 
disabilities. 
During this presentation, we will provide information on 
important current and upcoming tasks. We will also highlight 
the new test design, new item types, the new Writing and 
Speaking rubrics, and the new Sample Tests. 



 The participation (enrollment) counts is used by 
Pearson to know how many paper test materials 
they need to print and ship to districts and charters 
before the test window opens. This shipment is 
called the “INITIAL SHIPMENT.”

 When AZELLA DTCs complete these headcounts 
during this limited access time, you can expect to 
receive the INITIAL SHIPMENT without having to 
order the materials yourself. 

 This task requires the AZELLA DTC to verify and 
edit the headcounts of EL students by grade level 
and by school inside of PearsonAccessnext. 

 Prior to completing this task, you must find out how 
many EL students you have at each school for each 
grade level, Kindergarten through Grade 3. Your 
EL73 Report will provide SOME of the information 
but not all the information.

 No student demographic data is used for this task.

Participation (enrollment) 
Counts in PearsonAccessnext

closes this Friday 12/9/2022

Districts and charters with schools 
that serve Kindergarten, Grade 1, 
and Grades 2 – 3 students. 

THIS IS A COUNTING TASK!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Pearson has sent two communications with instructions. ADE has sent reminders. All DTCs should also verify their districts and charters shipping addresses to ensure all paper materials are going to the correct addresses. As a reminder, only addresses of district offices and school campuses are acceptable. Contact ADE only if corrections to the shipping address need to be made. 



STUDENT DATA VERIFICATION
DEADLINE: JANUARY 4, 2023
Student Information System (SIS):
• Students’ school enrollments and withdrawals 

completed and synchronized to AzEDS

• Student EL program services enrollments completed 
and synchronized to AzEDS

EL73 Report:
• Print on January 5 and keep this close by

• Print again on January 19 or 20

• Compare both versions

• Use the EL73 Report and the EL73 PAN Report to 
add students to PAN 

JANUARY 5 – ADE will extract the data and send to 
Pearson for:

• Grades K-3 Pre-ID Labels

• Pre-registration for the Spring Reassessment Test

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The EL73 Report – PAN button will be available for AZELLA DTCs in ADEConnect > Assessments > AZELLA Reports > EL73 Report on January 17th or 18th and will be available throughout the Reassessment Test window. This is only for use with the Spring Reassessment Test. This is OPTIONAL! This is simply another resource that you will have access to. You do NOT have to use the EL73 PAN .csv file.When uploading the EL73 PAN .csv file in PAN to add students, nothing should change for students who are included in the file and have already been registered provided you have not made any changes and included additional information to those students in PAN prior to uploading the file. PAN will essentially ignore those students. The student demographics included in the EL73 PAN .csv file is what ADE has for the student. In other words, the demographics match the students’ EL70 Reports. More information about this will be shared during the regular AZELLAology sessions leading up to the Spring Reassessment Test as well as in the #2 AZELLAology Special Session.



AZELLA aligned to the 2019 ELP Standards 
Timeline 

2022–2023

SY 2022-2023  Placement 
Test –no changes

Spring 2023

Spring 2023 
Reassessment
New AZELLA

May 2023

Standard Setting

Summer 2023

Spring 2023 AZELLA 
Electronic Reports to Districts 

(Paper Reports to Districts 
mid-July 2023)

Fall 2023

Blueprints, Performance Level 
Descriptors, Item Specifications, 
and Scoring Rubrics are posted

2023–2024

SY 2023-2024 New
Placement test

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you probably know, for the current school year, there are no changes to the Placement Test.The first administration of the new AZELLA tests will take place during the Spring 2023 Reassessment administration. The Spring 2023 Reassessment test window opens on January 30 and closes on March 17, 2023. Standard Setting Activities that include committees of Arizona educators are projected for late May and early June, but exact dates are still being determined. The electronic and paper reports will be available later than usual due to Standard Setting, which only is done after a statewide test aligned to new standards is administered for the first time. ADE will communicate the exact dates to districts as soon as they become available. Blueprints, Item specifications, PLDs, and Scoring Rubrics will be posted in the fall of 2023.Finally, the new AZELLA Placement tests for Grades 1 – 12 will be administered starting in the fall of school year 2023 – 2024. 



Grade Configuration 
Modes of Administration
Test Units
Domains Assessed
Item Types

New AZELLA Tests –Spring 2023 Reassessment 
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Grade(s) Mode of Administration

Kindergarten Paper and Pencil 
Unit 5 (Speaking) administered on the phone

Grade 1 Paper and Pencil 
Unit 5 (Speaking) administered on the phone

Grades 2 – 3  Units 1,2,3, and 5 online 
Unit 4 (Extended Writing) on paper

Grades 4 – 5 100% online

Grades 6 – 8 100% online

Grades 9 – 12 100% online

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you can see in this table, Kindergarten and Grade 1 will continue to have a paper-and-pencil administration. Unit 5, which is the Speaking test,  will be administered on the phone using a Lithocode. Grades 2 – 3 is an online administration in TestNav for Units 1, 2, 3, and 5. Unit 4 of the test, which is the Extended writing portion, will be administered on paper and the Extended Writing Student Test Books will be shipped back to Pearson as scorable documents for scoring.Grades 4 – 5, 6 – 8, and 9 – 12 are administered 100% online.We will go into more detail in the next slides when we talk about the test design by grade.  



Kindergarten and Grade 1

Test Unit Administration Item Types and Domains 
Unit 1

Listening Group Listening: multiple-choice questions

Unit 2
Interactive Group • Reading and Writing multiple-choice questions 

• Short-answer Writing items

Unit 3
KG -Reading 

Grade 1 -Interactive 
Group KG: Reading multiple-choice questions

Grade 1: Reading and Writing multiple-choice questions

Unit 4
Writing Group Writing: short and constructed-response items

Unit 5
Speaking Individual • Speaking items

• Oral Reading (KG)/Oral Reading Fluency (G1)  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Like the current AZELLA, Unit 1 of the test is the Listening test. Unit 1 requires the use of an audio CD or electronic audio file and all the question in this unit are multiple-choice questions.We call Unit 2 of the test an “interactive” unit because it includes more than one domain. There are Reading and Writing questions, with the Reading being multiple-choice and the Writing multiple-choice and short answers. We will show you an example of a short-answer Writing item later in the presentation.Unit 3 contains Reading questions only for Kindergarten, and Reading and Writing multiple-choice questions for Grade 1. Unit 4 is a Writing-only test unit and includes short and constructed responses. We will also take a look at a sample of a constructed-response Writing item for Grade 1 momentarily.Unit 5 of the test is the Speaking test, and it is the only unit that requires an individual administration, just like the current AZELLA. In addition to the Speaking items, Unit 5 includes an Oral Reading item in Kindergarten and an Oral Reading Fluency item in Grade 1. 



Grades 2 – 3
Test Unit Administration Item Types and Domains

Unit 1
Listening

Group
Online Listening multiple-choice questions

Unit 2
Interactive

Group
Online Reading and Writing multiple-choice questions

Unit 3
Interactive

Group
Online Reading and Writing multiple-choice questions

Unit 4
Writing

Group
Paper

Extended Writing –responses are entered into 
the Extended Writing Student Test Book

Unit 5
Speaking

Small Group
Online

Speaking, Listening, and Oral Reading Fluency 
items

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Units 1, 2, and 3 of the test for Grades 2 – 3 are group administration online in a small or large group setting. Unit 1 is the Listening test, Units 2 and 3  include Reading and Writing items, all multiple-choice. Unit 4 is administered on paper using an audio recording as we explained before, as well as the Extended Writing Student Test Book. Unit 5 requires a small group administration (approximately 6 students in a regular size classroom). We will talk about Unit 5, the Speaking test, in more detail in the next slide. 



The Test Administrator will 
conduct a small-group 
administration of identified Unit 5 
items to monitor students, 
answer their questions, and 
ensure that each student is 
ready to take Unit 5 of the test 
independently. If a student does 
not engage with the test 
confidently, an individual 
administration with the Test 
Administrator navigating the test 
will be required for that student.
The Test Administrator will initial 
the Testing Log attesting to each 
student’s ability to play the 
question or prompt and record 
their responses without issue. 

Required practice questions: Question #1, Question #4, 
Questions #5 – #7, and Question #10 of Unit 5 of the Grades 
2 – 3 Sample Test 

Grades 2 – 3 Speaking Practice Protocol 
Required for Spring 2023 Reassessment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Grades 2 – 3 only, the administration of the Speaking Sample Test is required so the Test Administrator can verify that the students, specially second graders, are capable of taking Unit 5 of the test independently in a small group setting. There will be a Grades 2 – 3 Testing log for the Test Administrator to document whether the student took Unit 5 independently or if the Test Administrator did a one-on-one administration because the student needed support to navigate the test. The Speaking Practice Protocol can be conducted immediately before the administration of Unit 5 of the Reassessment test or in the days leading to the administration. Details of the Speaking Practice Protocol for Grades 2 – 3 will be included in the Grades 2 – 3 Training Module and the Test Administration Directions manual. 



Grades 4 – 12
Test 
Unit Administration Domains Assessed 

Two or more 
sections 

within the 
Test Unit

Unit 1 Group
Online

Listening No

Unit 2 Group
Online

Reading and Writing multiple-choice Yes

Unit 3 Group
Online

Reading and Writing multiple-choice, and 
Extended Writing Yes

Unit 4 Group
Online

Reading and Writing multiple-choice, and 
Extended Writing Yes

Unit 5 Small Group
Online

Speaking and Listening [and ORF for Grades 
4– 5 only] online No

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The table on the slide shows which domains are assessed in each of the test units of the Grades 4 – 5, 6 – 8, and 9 – 12. It is important to mention that Units 2, 3, and 4 may have more than one section. In other words, these test units might have section breaks. An example of when a section break is needed is when the Reading passage appears with the Extended Writing item. If that is the case, the Reading passage includes the text-to-speech feature. There will be a section break after the Reading questions and before the extended writing questions. Once a section is submitted, students cannot go back and change their responses. Again, this will be explained in detail in the TAD. The new Sample Tests include section breaks so students can become familiar with them. Breaks should not be provided when there is a section break. The significant break is provided at the end the test unit only. 



Spring 2023 AZELLA Reassessment
Estimated Test Administration Times in Minutes

Grade(s) Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5

Kindergarten 30 – 40 35 – 45 30 – 45 45 – 65 20 – 25 

Grade 1 30 – 35 45 – 50 40 – 45 45 – 55   20 – 25

Grades 2 – 3 30 – 35 45 – 50 45 – 50 45 – 50 25 – 30 

Grades 4 – 5 20 – 30 45 – 50 45 – 50 45 – 50 25 – 30 

Grades 6 – 8 20 – 30 45 – 50 45 – 50 45 – 50 25 – 30 

Grades 9 – 12 20 – 30 45 – 50 45 – 50 45 – 50 25 – 30 

DR
AF

T

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a draft of the estimated administration times for each of the units of the test for each of the grades and grade bands. Please keep in mind that AZELLA is not a timed test, and that sufficient time should be allowed to students to complete their test units. 



Test Materials 
Accommodated Forms

New AZELLA Tests –Spring 2023 Reassessment 
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REASSESSMENT TEST MATERIALS

Kindergarten
 Student Test Book (5 test units)

 TAD

Grade 1
 Student Test Book (5 test units)

 Assigned Form A or Form B by 
school

 TAD matching Form A or Form B 

Grades 2-3
 Student Test Book (Unit 4)

 Assigned Form A or Form by school 

 TAD matching Form A or Form B

Grades 4-12
 TAD
 No paper student test books



REASSESSMENT TEST MATERIALS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Grade 1 and Grades 2-3 are assigned (by Pearson) one of two forms of the test, A or B, by school. All 3 grades at one school will be assigned the same Form. The administration of two different Forms is only for the Spring 2023 Reassessment administration because one of the 2 forms will become the new Placement Test beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.School #1 – Grade 1 and Grades 2-3 are assigned Form ASchool #2 – Grade 1 and Grades 2-3 are assigned Form BYou will know which Form of the test the school has been assigned because it is clearly identified on the cover of the paper materials. (see previous slide for an image). When ordering additional paper materials through PAN, the Form will be identified so that you can order the correct form of the paper test that each school requires.Students in the same grade bands can be tested together. Students will be administered the test based on their enrolled grade level at the time of testing. The Grades 4-12 Reassessment TAD will be available to download from PAN after your account has been enabled. We intend to have it posted in the ATMS Resources in January. We do not have an exact date that it will be posted in the ATMS, but it will be between January 10-20, 2023.



ACCOMMODATED FORMS

Large Print (KG and Grade 1)

Special Paper Version (SPV) regular 
and Large Print 

• Grades 2-3 

• Grades 4-12

Braille (all grades)

Accommodated version with 
ASL videos for directions and 
other accessibility elements 

Requires the submission and approval of the AZELLA Additional 
Accommodations Request Form

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Spring 2023 Reassessment Test MaterialsAll accommodated forms (LP, SPV, SPV LP, Braille, and ASL videos for directions) are the same grade level and grade-band configurations as the regular form of the test.ALL ACCOMMODATED FORMS MUST BE APPROVED BY ADE. The only online (digital – electronic) accommodated form is the one that includes ASL videos for the directions. All other accommodated forms are paper tests.   The AZELLA Additional Accommodations Request Form should be submitted for students with Speech and Language needs documented in their IEP or 504 Plan. This is because Unit 5 of the ASL accommodated form will be human scored rather than machine scored with the intent of obtaining more accurate scores for responses of those students with a speech impairment that might interfere with comprehension. These students are not expected to use the ASL videos.

https://www.azed.gov/azellaAddAccRequest22-23


How is your District or Charter preparing for the Spring 
Reassessment?
New Item Types
Precautions and Recommendations

New AZELLA Tests –Spring 2023 Reassessment 
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Kindergarten and Grade 1 
New Writing Item Types

Writing short answer 
SAY Look at the sentence. It is missing a word. I will read the complete sentence to you. Then, you 

will write the missing word on the line.
Now listen to the sentence: I play ball in the yard.
Listen again: I play ball in the yard.
Write the missing word on the line.

Kindergarten Grade 1 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are samples of the short-answer Writing items. We included the scripted directions from the Teacher’s Edition. Similar scripted directions will be included in the Test Administration Directions, or TAD, that the Test Administrator will read to the students. It is worth mentioning that students need sufficient practice and direction, so they understand that they need to write the missing word on the blue line provided under the sentence. If the student writes the missing word in the blank, the response will still be scored, but there might not be sufficient space given that young students’ handwriting tends to be larger in size. It is also important to impress upon students that they must write their words inside the box. During the Stand Alone Field Test, we noticed that some students copied the entire sentence, and that is acceptable provided that they include the missing word, but again, space can become an issue. 



Grade 1 and Grades 2 – 3 
Writing Constructed Response

A Listening passage is presented to students. 
After listening to the passage, the students will be 
asked 2 or 3 questions. Students will then write a 
short response to those questions. The questions 
are connected to the topic of the passage. 

The purpose of the Listening passage is to 
stimulate the students’ imagination or get some 
ideas to write about. Students are NOT expected 
to summarize or detail the information from the 
passage, but their response must be related to the 
topic. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the Grade 1 Writing items that ask the student to construct a response, the Test Administrator will play an audio recording that includes a Listening passage. After listening to the passage, the students will be asked 2 or 3 questions that have a connection to topic of the passage. Students will then write a short response to those questions. It is important to clarify that the purpose of the Listening passage is to stimulate the students’ imagination, get them thinking about a topic, and provide some useful vocabulary or ideas that they can use in their writing. There is no expectation for the students to recall details or summarize the passage or story. However, the student response must be related to the topic. The example on the screen is about good community members. The Listening passage explains what good community members are and provides examples of actions and situations in which good community members participate. Then the students are asked about their own experiences. The expectation is that students write 2 – 3 sentences to answer the questions. Again, this was taken from the Sample Test and the Grade 1 Digital Kit includes the audio recording. Please note that this item type is also included in Unit 4 of the Grades 2 – 3 test, extended writing. The rubrics for Grade 1, and Grades 2 – 3, respectively, can be found in the Teacher’s Edition of the Sample Tests. 



Grades 4 – 12 
Reading Passages Titles vs. Sections

Students might only see one section of the passage first but later 
there may be tabs. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the Reading passages will have two sections. Students should be given enough opportunity to practice with the Sample Test to feel comfortable navigating the tabs. If the question is about a section of the passage, it will default to the specific section or tab. If the question is about the two sections, it will default to the first section. The terms, “Part” and “Section” are used interchangeably . 



Units 3 and 4 Grades 4 – 12 
Precautions and Recommendations

Extended Writing 
Prompt Grades 4 – 12 : 
Students will need to 
scroll not only for the 
Reading passage, but 
also under the text box 
to be able to see the 
checkbox and play the 
audio. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a sample of an Extended Writing item that includes the Reading passage and the text-to-speech feature. Students may listen to the entire passage, one of the two sections, or a specific paragraph using the text-to-speech feature. 



Kindergarten
New Reading Fluency Item

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Kindergarten Reading Fluency item includes two short sentences with high-frequency and CVC words. You can see the draft of the scoring rubric for this item type. The drafts of the Writing and Speaking rubrics for the new AZELLA tests are included in the Teacher’s Editions (similar to the TADs) of the new Sample Tests. 



Grades  1- 12 Speaking
Short Presentation

Look at the chart. The chart has information about 
three children—Meg, Ben, and Ava—and their 
favorite things to do. Imagine that you will give a 
presentation, or talk about the chart, to your class. 

When you are ready, use the information from the 
chart to talk about it to your class. Be sure to say 
as much as you can and speak using complete 
sentences.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another new Speaking item type for Grades 1 – 12 is the presentation item. You will see samples of the presentation items for other grades in the in a minute. The rubric for this item type is included in the Teacher’s Edition as well. 



Grades 2 – 12  
Unit 5

Themed Item Sets
In Unit 5 (Speaking), students will listen to a passage and respond to a couple of multiple-choice 
Listening questions. Then, they will respond to a Speaking question related to the same topic. Finally, 
they will use the information on a chart to craft a very short oral presentation. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Starting at Grades 2 – 3, Unit 5 of the test includes what we call “themed sets.” Students will listen to a passage and respond to a couple of multiple-choice Listening questions. Then, they will respond to a Speaking question related to the same topic. Finally, they will use the information on a chart to craft a very short oral presentation. 



Presentation Items –Continued  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we mentioned earlier, we wanted to provide examples of Presentations items for Grades 2 – 3 and up. For the upper grades, the tables might be rich in information that the student will use to craft their short presentation. Therefore, an accessibility recording is included under the table. The content of the table is read to students. Students can write an outline or even a short script for their short presentation. When they are ready, they press the “Record” button and record their answer. 



New Speaking Item Type K – 12 

Alan and Ariana were playing outside, but it got too hot.

Four-picture narrative
Speaking item

The prompt includes a short sentence-starter for 
the story.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A new Speaking item type is the four-picture narrative. Students are presented with four pictures and provided a short sentence starter for the story. If the student can’t remember the names of the characters, that is OK, they can come up with their own.  This item type is included in Unit 5 in all the grades and grade bands. 



Unit 5 Grades 4 – 12 
Precautions and Recommendations

Accessibility 
audio recording

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It is critical that students in Grades 4 – 12 receive enough practice taking brief notes in their scratch paper of what the question or task in Unit 5 is. For example, ask two questions, name a similarity and two differences, or share information with the class. If students use the accessibility recording, which can be played twice 



Your Questions
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Tuesday, December 13, 2022

8:00am – 9:00am

https://tinyurl.com/azellaology

Future AZELLAology Sessions:
 Tuesday, January 10
 Thursday, January 12 (Special Reassessment Session 

8:00am – 9:30am)

 Tuesday, January 17

Direct link for all AZELLAology sessions if you are unable to use the tiny URL. 
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_MTllMWJhNTktMThmMi00OWU0LWE1ZjMtYmZjMTMyMTY0OGYx%40threa
d.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2258a5b0cb-441f-42ba-a5a1-
8fdfd05a3ffc%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22154367f7-d664-4917-9581-9b81d8602473%22%7d

Tuesday, December 13th Topics

o Placement Cycle 7 - ADE's Student Data Extract File 

(for SPR23 Reassessment administration)

o DTC Checklist for the SPR23 Reassessment

o Students with Speech and Language needs -

Additional Accommodations Request Form for human 

scoring of the Speaking Test (Use the “Other” box)

o SPR23 Reassessment Training

o Your Questions

Prior AZELLAology Topics included:

 Reassessment Student Testing Logs

 Reassessment Student Transferred with an EL Need

https://tinyurl.com/azellaology
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTllMWJhNTktMThmMi00OWU0LWE1ZjMtYmZjMTMyMTY0OGYx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2258a5b0cb-441f-42ba-a5a1-8fdfd05a3ffc%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22154367f7-d664-4917-9581-9b81d8602473%22%7d


ADE’s Assessment AZELLA Team
AZELLA@AZED.gov
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs

Thank You

mailto:AZELLA@AZED.gov
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
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