
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (ADE)

NITA M. LOWEY 21ST CENTURY COMMUNITY 
LEARNING CENTERS (21ST CCLC) TITLE IV-B 

GRANT APPLICATION
(21ST CCLC YR 1 - NEW GRANT)



MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS

1. Do you want additional funds 
to provide out of school time 
services for your students?

2. Does your site serve students 
where at least 40% of the 
students are economically 
disadvantaged. 

3. Is your total enrollment on 
October 1, 2022 at 139 
students or higher?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Arizona Department of Education’s  Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers Grant new application presentation.  Before you go through this presentation in its entirety, let’s go through a few questions. Listed on the slide.  

If you answered yes to all of the above questions, then your site meets the minimum requirements to apply for the 21st CCLC grant application.

If you answered no to any of the above questions, unfortunately your site would not be eligible to apply for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers grant application.


If you have determined that the site meets the minimum requirements, proceed with this presentation for details and helpful tips to complete the application.  




The Nita M. Lowey 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers (21st 
CCLC) Title IV-B program is funded 

by a federal grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education and 
administered by the Arizona 
department of Education.

For more information visit: 
https://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any reference obtained from this presentation to a specific product, process, or services does not constitute or imply an endorsement by the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) of the product, process, or service, or its producer or provider.  The views and opinions expressed in any referenced document do not necessarily state or reflect those of ADE.  

The Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) Title IV-B program is funded by a federal grant from the U.S. Department of Education and administered by the Arizona Department of Education. For more information visit: https://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/


https://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/


21ST CCLC GRANT

Eligibility Checklist

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first part of the Application is to determine the site’s eligibility.  
 





ELIGIBILITY
VERIFICATION 
WORKSHEET

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will complete the Eligibility Verification  Worksheet to determine if a site is eligible to apply for the 21st CCLC Grant.  This is a screenshot of the Eligibility Verification Worksheet found in the Grant Application Word Document and in Grants Management Enterprise System (GME).

Once you have determined which site or sites are eligible for the 21st CCLC Grant, then you are ready to start on the application.  Remember up to 5 sites are allowed per application. 




Eligible Applicant(s)
ABSOLUTE PRIORITY - Applications proposing 

services to schools with less than 40% low-
income students will not be considered 

The term “eligible entity” means a local education 
agency (LEA), community-based organization, 

Indian tribe or tribal organization (as such terms 
are defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-

Determination and Education Act), another public 
or private entity, or consortium of 2 or more such 

agencies, organizations or entities. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other sites are eligibly to apply such as consortiums.   A non-school entity may look in to serving as an external contracted partner to a school site applying for the 21st CCLC grant.




CONT. ELIGIBLE APPLICANT(S)

Each 21st CCLC Program Application may serve only the students of one
qualifying school (Site), and each 21st CCLC Program award under that 

Application is Site-specific. Applications for 21st CCLC funding must be made 
under the District (Lead Fiscal Agent) which the school (Site) operates under.  
This is the consortium path that a District and Community Based Organization 

(CBO) can use to apply for the 21st CCLC Grant 

If an “eligible entity” is not the school site’s District, then the entity must apply 
under a District (Lead Fiscal Agent) for 21st CCLC funding for a specific Site or 

Sites within the District as a Participating Member Eligible Entity. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please refer to the 21st CCLC Cycle 19 application guidance for more information about eligible applicants.




NON-ELIGIBLE APPLICANT(S)

All Needs Assessments and School/Community Level Data must be based on the 
current and prior years’ statistics.  Therefore, the school must have been open for at 
least one year prior to application submission to be eligible. 

Online Schools may not apply for 21st CCLC funding.

Joint Technological Education District (JTED) sites are not eligible to apply for 21st 
CCLC funding to serve students from multiple schools.

Private schools may not serve as the 21st CCLC program site.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data for a site from the prior year is needed for the application, so that is why the site must be open for one year or more to be eligible to apply 

Online schools do not have “regular school hours” so it is not possible to distinguish what is outside of the regular school day., so online schools are not eligible to apply

JTEDs must serve the students of one site to apply

Private school students can attend 21st CCLC programming within the attendance area.  Applicants must be aware of that and will need to sign an assurance that consultation was made before applying for the grant

NOTE:  See the 21st CCLC FY24 Grant Application Guidance for more information about non-eligible applicants







21ST CCLC GRANT

Overview

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 The next few slides will cover an overview of the 21st CCLC Grant.






21st CCLC, 
ESSA Title IV, Part B

The 21st CCLC initiative is the only federally 
funded source dedicated exclusively to out-
of-school-time programs.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Student Services may only be provided outside of the regular school day – that time includes before school begins, after school ends and when schools are out for the summer.

Adult Family member services can take place at any time of the day.





21st CCLC, 
ESSA Title IV, Part B

Arizona’s 21st CCLC programs support student 
participants in meeting the State’s rigorous academic 
standards.  Funded programs are designed to align 
with State and school goals and specifically to assist 
targeted students in their school day learning 
objectives.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All components of 21st CCLC programs (academic, youth development, and family engagement) should help accomplish the primary purpose of the 21st CCLC funding, which is to boost students’ academic growth in core content areas of math and reading/language arts.

21st CCLC programs can also be an important resource to accomplish school goals and to help achieve objectives in the school’s Comprehensive Needs Assessment (CNA) and Integrated Action Plan (IAP)

The CNA and IAP are NOT required to be uploaded as part of the 21st CCLC grant application, but they should play a part in planning the 21st CCLC Program for the application.






21st CCLC, 
ESSA Title IV, Part B

Arizona’s 21st CCLC builds and sustains 
comprehensive out-of-school time programs that 

provide high-quality academic enrichment opportunities 
for students attending high-poverty, low-performing 
schools.  These programs also engage adult family 

members in helping their children succeed 
academically. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to supporting student achievement, 21st CCLC grant programs must be used to support adult family members in assisting their children’s academic success.

Some examples of adult family services may include:
Adult Classes (Reading and/or Math)
Nutrition/Fitness Classes
GED Classes
Citizenship Classes
Computer Literacy Classes
Financial Literacy Classes






TWO PATHWAYS TO APPLY

There are two pathways for “eligible entities” to 
receive 21st CCLC program funds in partnership with 

the District and its school Sites:

Standard Partnership Model - (Most Common)
Consortium Model - (Program Service Provider)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





TWO 
PATHWAYS 

FOR 
“ELIGIBLE 
ENTITIES” 

1. Standard Partnership 
Model 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graphic is available to download in the Resource section of the 21st CCLC webpage.

1) Standard Partnership Model 
The “eligible entity” may simply provide some contracted services for the 21st CCLC program run by the District for the Site(s). In this case, the contracted Program Service Provider would not be named in the original 21st CCLC Yr 1 – NEW application but would instead be included in the budget of the application as a subcontractor when and where appropriate.





CONTINUE 
TWO 

PATHWAYS 
FOR 

“ELIGIBLE 
ENTITIES” 

2. Consortium Model 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graphic is available to download in the Resource section of the 21st CCLC webpage.

2) Consortium Model 
a. Alternatively, the “eligible entity” may serve as the 21st CCLC Program Service Provider and School Site Program Coordinator under a Consortium with the District and School administration. 
b. If the “eligible entity” will be the exclusive 21st CCLC Program Service Provider for the school Site, the school Site and its District must agree to serve as the Lead Fiscal Agent and to complete such other parts of the grant requirements that the “eligible entity” is unable to complete due to FERPA and other constraints.
c. This model of 21st CCLC consortium application is completed utilizing the same application process as all 21st CCLC Yr 1 – NEW applicants. The consortium application must also include completed Forms F & G, with the required signatures, uploaded into the Related Documents section of the Grants Management System. Forms F & G are available by contacting the 21st CCLC Inbox at 21stCCLCInbox@azed.gov. 





TWO PATHWAYS FOR “ELIGIBLE 
ENTITIES” 

• All but a few applicants choose the Standard Partnership Model (Option 1).  
Most ADE 21st CCLC program sites operate under this model. Rarely, an 
applicant chooses the Consortium Model (Option 2). 

• An “eligible entity” MUST partner with and operate the 21st CCLC 
program under the District (Lead Fiscal Agent) for several reasons; the 
most important being the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) which is a Federal law that 
protects the privacy of student education records. Access to student level 
data protected by FERPA is necessary to complete required state and 
federal reporting for this federal grant.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read in detail the 21st CCLC Application Guidance for complete details on FERPA and other constraints if applying under the Consortium Model.



1. Standard Partnership Model       
Application
• Application 
• Forms A-E 

2. Consortium Model Application 
• Application 
• Forms A-G 

21ST CCLC GRANT 
APPLICATION, 
GUIDANCE & 
MANDATORY 

FORMS

Located at:  http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This 21st CCLC Grant Application, Guidance & Mandatory Forms found on the 21st CCLC application website.  The link  shown will give you access to the 21st CCLC Word Version of the application, guidance and  Mandatory Forms.

Please note that the required downloadable forms must be uploaded into the Grants Management System under Related Documents.  Also note that applicants who are considering applying as a consortium must contact the 21st CCLC Team at 21stcclcinbox@azed.gov to request the additional forms and for technical assistance.  

Consortium Applicants ONLY read the resource below to determine the pathway for the Consortium Application.
21st CCLC Consortium VS All District Pathways
Applicants who are considering applying as a consortium must contact the 21st CCLC Team at 21stcclcinbox@azed.gov to request the additional forms and for technical assistance. 



http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information/


21ST CCLC 
GRANT 

HELPFUL 
RESOURCES

New Application 
Information | Arizona 

Department of Education 
(azed.gov)

Located at:  http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-
information/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 21st CCLC Grant Resources are found on the 21st CCLC Grant Application Competition Information webpage New Application Information | Arizona Department of Education (azed.gov)  .  The link shown will give you access to  all the 21st CCLC Grant Resources.  



https://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information
http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information/


Collaboration 
with 

Community Partners
and

Target Populations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
External community partners can participate as paid or in-kind partnerships.  School districts cannot meet the external partnership requirement by using other school district funds such as Title 1, as these are considered to be internal partnerships.  Although Title 1 funding would not count as an external partner for this grant program, it is highly recommended to leverage other funds internally to supplement 21st CCLC services. 

Original signatures for Form A must be obtained and uploaded into the Grants Management System with the other required forms.

Applicants will be required to identity the target population within their application.

At  Risk- Students - It is the responsibility of the grant applicant to identify the “at-risk students” at the site and clearly state the factors that contribute to their risk.  The primary intention of the 21st CCLC grant is to serve those students identified in the grant application.  Although it would be wonderful to serve every student with the 21st CCLC grant, it is not programmatically or fiscally possible to attempt to serve all students at a site.

Adult & Families - Please refer to the 21st CCLC Framework on Family Engagement located in the 21st CCLC Guidance Handbook Fiscal Year 2022 Edition and on the 21st CCLC webpage as a resource to identify meaningful family engagement.





AWARD 
AMOUNT

• Maximum number of applicants per 
organization is 5 sites

• ADE may consider geographic equity 
when awarding 21st CCLC sites

• Minimum is $50,000 per site
• Maximum is $120,000 per site

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A single organization/LEA can only apply for 5 or fewer grant applications.  For example, ABC School district may have 15 schools that meet absolute priority to apply for the 21st CCLC grant.  The district would only be allowed to submit applications for up to 5 of those schools as 21st CCLC program sites within the district.  

What is the minimum or maximum a site can apply for in the grant application?
The minimum award for a site is $50,000
The maximum award for a site is $120,000

In the event that anticipated federal funding is decreased or eliminated, a proportional decrease will be made to all awardees.  All funding is contingent upon ADE’s receipt of federal funds.




21ST CCLC GRANT

Essential 
Considerations

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next few slides will address some essential considerations when applying for the 21st CCLC grant.






• Approval of School/District 
Administration (Form A)

• Alignment to the School Day

• Reporting (Form B)

• Program Design and 
Implementation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Approval of School/District Administration (Form A) ADE will confirm during the Final Process that District leadership and school leadership (or non-school entity leadership and school site leadership) communicated and collaborated during the entire application process.  21st CCLC programs can not function properly without buy-in from both site level and central administration level. All 21st CCLC proposals must demonstrate agreement of proposed grant contents by district and school administration for each site.  This is done by uploading a hard copy set of the Form A: Participants Verification Form for each site which is available in the Related Documents Section of the ADE Grants Management Enterprise System (GME).

Alignment to the School Day is VERY important to the success of the 21st CCLC program. For students in the 21st CCLC program to show improvement, regular communication between the regular school day and the out-of-school time program must occur.  One way to accommodate the communication is to set up regularly scheduled meeting times to develop curriculum, identify highly effective instructional practices, discuss student progress based on on-going student assessments, and review of student data.

Reporting (Form B) The US Department of Education requires all 21st CCLC grantees to provide Summer, Fall and Spring Term Annual Performance data for submission to the United States Congress. Daily program attendance is entered in each school’s Student Information System. The Reports page of the Arizona 21st CCLC website is the location of required reporting templates, due dates, and updated reporting guidance. Applicants will be required to upload Form B into the Grants Management System (GME) along with the other required forms. 

The program plan should:
-Provide targeted intervention in core content areas (math and reading) to boost specifically targeted students’ achievement
-Balance remedial education activities with fun and engaging academic/enrichment classes

However, the program plan MUST Supplement but does NOT supplant existing services 






HOW TO INTENTIONALLY DESIGN 
AND IMPLEMENT 21ST CCLC 

PROGRAMS THAT POSITIVELY 
IMPACT STUDENT ACADEMIC 

PERFORMANCE:

All applicants should review the information on Arizona’s 21st CCLC website 
http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/ to design a successful 21st CCLC application

The Application Information page of the website is especially critical to review 
http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information/

It is highly recommended to be familiar with the Application Word Document, Guidance, 
Required Forms and resources on the 21st CCLC Application Information webpage 
prior to completing a 21st CCLC application in GME.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Arizona 21st CCLC website, particularly the Application Information page is highly recommended viewing for applicants prior to completing and submitting the grant application in the Grants Management Enterprise System (GME).  

http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/
http://www.azed.gov/21stcclc/application-information/


Although sites may determine how to design individual programs, the following MUST be 
followed for Direct Student Services Operational Requirements:

Minimum of 120 Days per Fiscal Year

Minimum of 4 Weeks Summer School

Minimum of 8 Hours per Week of DIRECT STUDENT SERVICES during the Academic Year

Minimum of 4 Days per Week of DIRECT STUDENT SERVICES during the Academic Year

 In addition, sites must describe the FAMILY ENGAGEMENT Plan that will support their 
children’s education

OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
FOR 21ST CCLC SITES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
21st CCLC applicants are required to state their operational requirements for the 21st CCLC program.
After 1st bullet:  
Sites will be funded based on the formula for 120 days per fiscal year. 
After 2nd bullet:  
Newly awarded sites should plan to hold at least 4 weeks of summer school after the completion of the first academic school year with the 21st CCLC grant.
After 3rd bullet: 
Any site that is not open annually for a minimum of 8 hours per week for direct student services during the academic year will be considered out of substantial compliance and could jeopardize continued funding.
After 4th bullet: 
Ongoing regular student attendance is important in maximizing the impact of the program on student achievement and behavior. 
After 5th bullet: 
The Family Engagement Plan must align with the Family Engagement Process Objective stated in the Program Objectives. The intent of family engagement is to engage adult family members of those students who are ACTIVELY participating in the 21st CCLC program in supporting their children’s education and success. Family engagement opportunities should be part of an ongoing, systematic plan to engage families towards these goals.



21ST CCLC GRANT

Critical Reminders

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we will conclude with some critical reminders.




GRANT 
TIMELINE

• Grant applications due online by exactly 
11:59 PM, March 6th, 2023. If application is 
not completely submitted, it will be 
considered late and will be disqualified from 
the competition!  

• Required Downloadable Documents (One 
set per site) with original or verified digital 
signatures must be uploaded into the 
Funding Application in GME before the 
Funding Application is submitted to ADE. 

• AZ State Board of Education approval: June, 
2023

• Annual 21st CCLC Required Training: 
2022 Title IV – A & B Symposium on 
September 13th & 14th, 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All newly awarded grantees will be required to attend the 2023 Title IV – A & B Symposium during the virtual symposium, attendees will learn about the reporting requirements, how to stay fiscally compliant and other tips to run a highly effective 21st CCLC grant




IMPORTANT: DISQUALIFIED 
DISQUALIFIED APPLICATIONS WILL BE PRE-SCREENED OUT .

Disqualification factors include but are not limited to:
Late and/or Missing the following:

1. On-line application in GME System
2. Related Documents *Forms A-E  (Forms A-G for Consortium Applicants)  (must 

uploaded in the GME System)

Lack of original signatures/dates on *Forms A-E (Forms A-G for Consortium 
Applicants) 

Incomplete application in GME

No submission of Joint Applications i.e. More than ONE school per site listed in 
application is NOT permitted

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Original signatures are required.  Please take this very seriously. Forms missing original signatures will result in disqualification.

Placeholders for application questions will be considered incomplete.  The only time you can use a placeholder is if your organization has not applied for Indirect Cost Rate for Fiscal Year 2023. Indirect Cost (IDC):  However, the ability to request Indirect Cost in GME for FY24 began on 1/3/2023. Submit your IDC request by 2/1/2023 to receive the FY24 rate by 3/1/2023.  If you do not have an approved Indirect Cost Rate, see the 21st CCLC grant application guidance with information about how to use a placeholder in the budget narrative.

Applications are fully submitted when they have reached, “LEA Authorized Representative Approved” Status
Note: See the Nita M. Lowey 21st CCLC Grant Application Guidance FY2024 for a complete list of disqualification factors






QUESTIONS 
FOR THE 
ARIZONA 

DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION 

21ST CCLC 
TEAM 

• Should you have a general question 
about the Application Process, email 
the 21st CCLC Inbox at 
21stCCLCInbox@azed.gov

• Questions not answered today or 
from reading the complete 
application and guidance can be 
submitted to the 21st CCLC Inbox 
at 21stCCLCInbox@azed.gov these 
answers will be posted on the 21st

CCLC application website for all to 
view

mailto:21stCCLCInbox@azed.gov
mailto:21stCCLCInbox@azed.gov


THANK YOU!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This concludes the presentation.  Thank you for your interest in the 21st CCLC  grant application.  
Updated 12-21-22
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