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INTRODUCTION

The AASA ELA test will have a Writing unit and a Reading Unit 1 and Unit 2 for all
grade levels. The structure of the sample Writing test is similar to the actual AASA
Writing test. Each Writing test will have one or more passages that relate to a prompt.
Students will create a written response to the prompt. Students will not answer
comprehension questions about the prompt. Scratch paper is permitted on both the
Computer-Based Tests (CBT) and Paper-Based Tests (PBT) Writing tests in order for
students to compose a rough draft prior to formulating a “final” copy in the paper test
booklet or on the computer in TestNav.

CBT—On the CBT Writing tests students will have access to one or more passages that
relate to a prompt, an electronic version of the Writing Guide and an area on the
computer in TestNav to enter their “final” response.

PBT—On the PBT the students will have access to one or more passages that relate to

a prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “final” copy area to write their
response in their test booklet. On paper, the Writing Guide will also appear after the
writing prompt and before the “final” copy area on the PBT. On the PBT, there will be
three final copy pages with a line spacing of 0.375” for grades 3 and 4 (wide ruled) and

0.3” for grades 5-8 (college ruled).

Students are required to read passages associated with a topic then write a response
based on a prompt. This type of text-based response requires students to use evidence
from the passages as support for their ideas. This guide provides sample student
responses which were scored using the AASA Writing Rubric. Each essay has
annotations which explain the reasoning for the score the paper received as well as a
description of the task and additional notes about scoring. Examples of student responses
represent some of the various combinations of the score points across the scoring
domains. As a basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria, an
annotation follows the response to explain the prominent characteristics of the response
described in the rubric. These responses are not intended to provide a full spectrum of
examples for each score point in each domain. Moreover, they do not necessarily
represent the highest or lowest example of each score point in each domain.

For more information on the Writing Guides available to students and the rubrics used to
score writing responses on AASA visit the ADE website under “AASA Writing
Resources” HERE.


https://www.azed.gov/assessment/resources
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WRITING PROMPT
Plants in Space

In order for astronauts to live in space for extended periods of time,
crews need to be able to produce their own food.

Write a multiparagraph informative essay about how scientists plan for
food resources and then conduct research in order to grow crops in
space.

Use information from the sources in your essay.

Manage your time carefully so that you can do the following actions:

* Read the sources.

* Plan your response.

» Write your response.

 Revise and edit your response.

Be sure to include the following tasks:

 Use evidence from multiple sources.
 Avoid overly relying on one source.

Y our response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Enter
your response in the space provided.



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 6

INFORMATIVE-TEXT BASED WRITING RUBRIC
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SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSES

Grade 6

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2

I you were W Space and yoo ad Ao <k
Yo Keep 30\)(‘56\Q Wit enery) Whad lould you
want Yo ey You m\g\«\\\ae AN {e ea the syn-
\\ne\;g cove s \\nc\\ are Svppesed 4 be Yool
ks\z Ainner. BoY once you see them, Yoo noVie
%j coX V\o\\n.@ e > il Q(exx'c(c\b\z meed ot
“‘Q AC\\)Nou sel, C\S\romd\) didn harve S\
C\cyec\-\ \Jc\r\e-\) ot Navorous meals back Hhen.
kccw&eog \\\"s,fcécc\rc\nco and Sa'cn'\'o% decided o
5‘3\' Yo work and Plan Ror \‘\GC\\“\ ),Sa&\e,anc\ N joy-
e Yeed fesovrces Yor astronauts.

The pannng Vor Yocd hhad grect improyments.
Ac,ccrém) 3«0‘\}\ %(‘\ex \\‘6\00) q& A n Spc\(e,"QCr-
SW Members Can onyoy scrambled ¢9s,spa-
3‘(\@\36, oatmeal, and aAmos\ D00 Wer ?eo ds,
Qro\/i&\r\s g\vq(\e\] Q; \*\S\e) and \ex\um.“\\csc—
acchers are Q\c\nn;nf) Yav e m\u( . U\\j
an Yhe Sc&e\j o& Nood e W \elke Place on
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Grade 6

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2

‘003 MSSIONS. SciendisYs hope do Use whed Yey have \eamed
Yem sk missions on \hese longtc Mips' says* A Beek Wstory
A Tod \n S?ute."‘“‘cte cw(.,ot Coulse, povry questions
based o row \\\ej will do Whis DUy s on\\) A wmatter ok
Yime Pecasse s Solere s S0 o poss bi\i \ies.

In ocder \o GroWy Cro@s sp“g,\\«ec Qre Mony sheps
Yequred de & M s &&Q\7 and Cor(ec\.ﬁvs\\). o \uvest Yhe
crops, Exgecments Wnewve shewn Yhak oot modoles’ with
seeds Puced nside work bter Yhan dmdidienal so) Lor
Spfou\: r\ﬁ Q\an\s W Spas e,“'(\w Does Your (Space) Gacden
Grow?)l\n ector SCenYels made showed Yhep that
Plan\> Need more wakee Yan on Eacth 1n Ncrosmv‘-\y.
SCCDN“»/\O clean \\rz Crops,membecs N Spuce have Srozen
e cro05 Yo send Mnerm back Yo Tathy Yo Anece Me So&\y o
ccding Mem. Thicd, Sciemiishs woulk Yave \eo e encvy Yor
as\roméﬁ \o Conserve \\g cnegy and hu\cien\s sfom
Yhem. Nowever, Yhe vesols Wiie been successiidll Vo

ensSuYC \\uz, Xu\\wc osr %od W SPace.
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Grade 6

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2

Base d oW Yese 'cSv“r\,Dclcn\'- s\s have \earmed a ot
Yom Yhs e esits Gnyeyed Yot on \onger N5 Sihas
bo'\\ns\: Nars b weld Ve gy &\m\“\) and notikiows Yeed
on Yhe W@-Scut\\'-s\'s are akso \no\m) Voe ways do growy creps on
Eatn)bosed o Yheir ka\eAjc o Whis experiament.Places with
\es5 Wader o¢ S0 qually can ose Mhese vesolls and denelid Sem
\\em.%o&l on.\lu\y)'f— and e Need N Nu\rzn\S." *Scienshs
are now inYerested W the abdidy o\ ﬁ\owc(m:)wd seed bearing
Pants Yo successtully germinaie in Spauce.

n QOV\C\L«S'\OV\,R,WM(} and sgaew\‘.s\j have \een
Workmg o Lo\l mode Yo adyane He \w\.x, ok Leod wes-
outceS \n Spcxce.Sdev\\'.s\s \\cxve ?\mrmea and mMade
SUC Xoo& Was \05\) C\vf\A ex‘—ec\'.\le,\\\\t) O\\SO Suu-

ranteed the Bi’owl'ﬂa % health 1y \leggbﬂo’v \o
Wention Vot M &y e c\\so \rjinj Yo do seveml
Wl chqnges Yhere on Tarth bosed on Wneir-ex-
verments. hel ronadls in space have o Yeright
C\SSUICA \w\utc w'\\\f\ p\en\:\; ot Y\u\f\\'mus ‘oo 8\.
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Grade 6

Student-1 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task, with emphasis on the clear controlling idea of how scientists planned for healthy food
sources and researched in order to grow crops in space. Information is organized into
sections relating to the initial progress of nutritious food in space and closely related to the
controlling idea, which helps create coherence and completeness. Transitional strategies
maintain clear relationships between key ideas and among the ideas in each subtopic (7he
planning for food had great improvments, In order to grow crops in space, Firstly,
Secondly, Third, Based off these results). Ideas progress logically and consistently, and the
introduction and conclusion are satisfying. The style is appropriate, the tone is objective,
and both are maintained (...they look nothing like your prefferable meal of the day,
...scientists have been working at full mode to advance the quality of food resources in
space).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4

The response provides thorough and convincing support, citing evidence for the controlling
1dea that includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details. Evidence is relevant and
integrated smoothly and thoroughly. References to sources are precise ("Scientists hope to
use what they have learned from past missions on these longer trips,” says "A Brief History
of Food in Space."), and elaborative techniques such as quotations and examples are
effectively used. Precise language clearly and effectively expresses the student's ideas (7The
results conveyed that on longer trips such as going to Mars, Astronauts have a bright
assured future with plenty of nutritious food!), and the vocabulary used is academic and
clearly appropriate for the audience and purpose. Sentence structures show a great deal of
variety, demonstrating facility with language.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage (off/on),
punctuation, capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling (improvments/improvements,
prefferable/preferable), are all adequate, with very few errors overall.

10
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Grade 6

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2

&rly v Amevican sgace 41w, health y oo
opé'\'OYﬁ \)\)(vcvs"" VCY\1 c,OOd. OIDViOUsh/ a lo#
has changeed now lout yet OSONOLTS
Shill ot missing Ovk on healthy ¢
vwhricovs foods . (ause lebs Fae Hu
fats '.I_Gu.zc ohricol Rocl doesvid eqyva lfulﬂu,
cod! And Wuks pacHy how Saientists el
& thets Wiy Yy Spendl & lok of hwae
(t5eavtinng On 06 A LWt asbroviauts
Wil NEZD Wwhe w spac -Kefevinq back
0 M TAver ardicle:ir says," Now
(eseavchurs ot planning alwol v Numan
MisSions 4o Mavs in Hu 2030S. These
IGV\-W - missions,esuw 49 be Hvg ov
3 years, \N.(\\ (((\U\ﬂ cm[vl ’H’quln-". ”
Whth 15 wadeed Hrue becouse as
VOV winy Know dnats a log Hme +
Ve W space oand Vthor wn'¥d ang

11
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Grade 6

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2

SUpr-Warktks e, A fun Yiivg © also
monHOVed i< Wa#%y'r'{ plarmivg ow
é"aevd(nq Hva dravige it wrh HUaewn
L“(\QX\\E\W\&O wA 42 ok w). }\)0\)3 (i @F&V\'qu J’0
Y second ovhill Wws wminKoned Haat
My e viow Aole 4o g plants,<ucl,
05 \tAuce) (as ) # (adishes) But becavse
J‘N,y'fc W spoec ¥ Was vo be Plankol
o Alren) \A‘b\-{\. 5v Lpwmple (n Spac
Q\o.v\k; .é.Q_V.‘\.x ned 25 mpch Ferdilizey as
Wy 0o o fari becowse v N YO, Huw
\ONeY 0 Spravk 06 ofposed 40 What Huy
USL W sfgace (aka Moy modolts 1), NO
Wi M\Lq gty back Yo Eavita -Iry;oicmu/
Sonkesrs o\ ke Y Qlant Y0 Woke Swec
veWwwng olaok W Onomngtd Vecowse 0OF s
Q\AV\N(W\LV\\'\IW M dhivd arkicde v sgovia
Ao wewnon Maak scievtists ane Yoving @
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Grade 6

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2

hovd e -Hq'mq Y Prey Weots Ay o e o
hrips! Becavse po kime goes by, Hey've
o\vud Maek W vwiviends in Ha hoel
My 6010' Lreaks olown oves Hhre /»eau.'u-q
astronavks wvh o eesential nulriton
ox all) Now, Here (0MtS o eolvkion Yo
Makr grobm ok M Talanakiowel Spoce -
syoliow the Veg=Yable produchow sytem hasg
loeens ‘\nkodu(ﬁa 'M s Wqu (tsearchevs
aloovt X loesy wavs d0 gqrow plants i space
Ad one Hivig e for swe nue b Know
Cov SV 1S hows o Kup 05 ovia vt/
boolies Walbhy . Becavse&VERYONES
\CDA\/ s o ¥mple twnel Heey vued & }Wm‘ i+
nyh# or i+ Will cone Jvmbh‘my o(awn]///
i all things how duravubey goten bLeler
bot Hurs Alnays O for 'tmpmmnllfcs.:u'\ollq
WM W v, R ‘3\)\06\'6\V\W\q /OO bﬁd\/ !““““5 Vv veaks,
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Grade 6

Student-2 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task of how scientists plan ahead for food for the astronauts and research how to grow crops
in space. Related ideas are grouped effectively. The transitions are varied and consistently
used within and between sections of text to connect ideas (Refering back to the first article it
says,... Now refering to the second article it's mentioned...Now in the third article it is
important, Now here comes a solution to that problem) which leads to coherence and
completeness. Ideas progress logically throughout the response (Which is indeed true
because as you may know, A few things also mentioned is that they're planning on sending).
The introduction and the concluding section are clear. The established style is appropriate
for the designated audience and is maintained throughout the response.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4

The response provides thorough and convincing support, citing evidence for the controlling
idea that includes the effective use of sources, facts, and details. Evidence is relevant and
integrated smoothly, and elaborative techniques such as quotations and examples ("Now
researchers are planning ahead for human missions to Mars in the 20308S..." For example
plants in space don't need as much fertilizer as they do on Earth) are effectively used.
Precise language clearly and effectively expresses the student's ideas (4And one thing we for
sure need to know for sure is how to keep astronauts' bodies healthy. Because EVERYONES
body is a temple and they need to treat it right or it will come tumbling down), and the
vocabulary used is academic and clearly appropriate for the audience and purpose. Sentence
structures show a wide variety, demonstrating facility with language.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are some
minor errors in usage (lets/let's, researching on as to/researching what astronauts

will NEED..., also mentioned is that/also mentioned that they're planning), but there are no
patterns of errors. There is an adequate use of punctuation, capitalization, sentence
formation, and spelling.

14
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Grade 6

Student-3 Score Point 4/3/2

\n spoce aitonaunts cceded $0ad to gurvive .
So ow would they Erovide (esoucces or food!
Duﬁ«a Amcﬁco.n Spoce Ayove | options o« \-.w\mj and
de\vcous foad were (ek\ccnc\j) \Wmited. Bur afrer
*Intecnahione | 9(501;3 Syavrion bcson cin::h'nS the costh” focd
ond ™Mcols (mproved. Asironaunts and apace =tarions
\aker on sharted 10 G and wonder Apout rowing plonts
" space and whet Lwould happen oF even how ey wowd
da 1t \oter on ¥ne \miermational Spoce Hodion hoad Yeen
introduced 4o o solurien, o The Vegetable Production ‘.‘-\Jg\cm'-

T yeus then aboutr Woe ‘vest practices Ser ?au'mg Planks (v space

Dwir\g Acrerican spoca iroyel food was Negy Viwiided.
For dinner Wney wouwd eod thede euVoed, dhey \coKed \iVhe
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Grade 6

Student-3 Annotation Score Point 4/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task, concentrating on the controlling idea of how scientists planned and conducted research
for food sources in space for the astronauts. It has a clear and effective organizational
strategy that leads to coherence and completeness. Information is closely related to the
controlling idea, which is strongly maintained. Ideas progress logically throughout the
response (Astronaunts and space stations later on started to ask and wonder about growing
plants in space and what would happen or even how they would do it, ...they started to talk
to the station about better meals, ... space station had been introduced to the solution, "The
Vegetable Production System"...this tells them about the best practices).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that
includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Relevant information drawn from sources is
integrated into the response, using a mixture of direct, attributed quotes and more general
references to facts. Elaborative techniques--text-based evidence in particular-- are used
adequately and consistently to develop ideas (...they started to ask questions like "How can
plants be watered...Will soil float out of the growing pots"... These kept the space gardners
very busy...so they just kept experimenting). The expression of ideas is adequate, employing
a mix of precise and general language (...they looked like nothing people would have on a
normal daily life family dinner). The vocabulary is appropriate to the audience and purpose,
and sentences are varied.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are a couple
of usage errors (have/have had, had been/has been), but no pattern of errors is

displayed. There are a few minor errors in capitalization (later/Later, station/Station,
veggie/Veggie), and in spelling (empior, soliders, benifits), but adequate command is
displayed. Simple and complex sentences are both formed correctly, with few errors
overall.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience,
and task. The controlling idea that scientists planned and conducted research for growing
food sources in space is clearly stated, and the response's information is organized around
that idea. Transitional strategies are used effectively to clearly show the relationships
between ideas (Do they have gardens?... Let's find out! Why would astronauts need fresh
food in the first place? Which vegetables are needed and desired?). 1deas progress
adequately and consistently from the beginning of the response to the end, while the
introduction is sufficient, and the conclusion is present.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that
includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Relevant information from sources is
integrated, with some references general and some more precise (/n a passage called How
Does Your (Space) Garden Grow? I fond an answer. For about 20 years scientists all over
the world). Expression of ideas is adequate; much of the language is precise (...so the
questions that follow are rolling through their heads, after many trials and errors, Nutrients
is vital to survive...). Vocabulary is suited to the audience and purpose, and variation in
sentence structure is displayed.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern
of errors in usage, and punctuation, capitalization, and sentence formation are all adequately
used. There are some misspellings (astonauts/astronauts, pants/plants, fond/found), but not
enough to display a pattern of errors.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience,
and task. It has a clear controlling idea of planning the food sources for space travel and
researching how to grow crops in space. There is an adequate use of a variety of transitional
strategies to clarify the relationships between and among the ideas (...found ways to give
them...nutrients, also found ways to make meals...more enjoyable, But scientists have a new
problem..., With this information...). The organizational structure contributes to an adequate
expression of ideas from beginning to end. A sufficient introduction and conclusion give the
response a sense of completeness, and an appropriate style and objective tone are
established.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

The response provides adequate support, citing evidence for the controlling idea that
includes the use of sources, facts, and details. Relevant information from sources is
integrated, with some references general and some more precise (as one short passage
states... "astronauts prefer produce such as crunchy lettuce..." (How Does Your [Space]
Garden Grow?). Expression of ideas is adequate; much of the language is precise (...fresh
vegetables are more appetizing than something dehydrated; ...they can have fresh,
enjoyable, healthy food...). Vocabulary is suited to the audience and purpose, and variation
in sentence structure is displayed.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation,
and capitalization are consistently correct. Sentences are formed properly, even when long
and complex. Spelling is also adequate; even difficult words are rendered correctly.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience,
and task on the controlling idea of how researchers are planning and growing food in space.
Organizational structure is evident, with information from the text grouped into paragraphs
about how scientists have researched growing crops in space. There is a sense of
completeness in the response, and the controlling idea is maintained. Transitions are used to
clarify relationships between and among ideas (This is only the beginning, Space food has
history...; There is still more about space food). Ideas progress adequately throughout the
response (...the late 1950's space food really only had a few options..., ...people are doing
the research to find out if its possible to grow crops in space), and the style and tone are
appropriate.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

The response provides uneven support/evidence for the controlling idea through partial use
of sources, facts, and details. Evidence from sources is weakly integrated: sources are used
and cited (In source one paragraph 2, the first sentence says, In source two paragraph 1
and 5, It remarks), but as one reference imprecisely states (/n source 3 paragraph 4 it states
that they grow 200 crops in space and on earth...). Elaborative techniques are infrequent and
used ineffectively and repetitively (Space food is incredible, but were still learning more;
Their is still more about space food...) Ideas are sometimes expressed simplistically (its
called space food).

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are minor
errors in usage (their/there, Their/There, were/we're). There are a few minor errors in
capitalization (/¢, if), and in spelling (reasearchers, diffrent, peice), but adequate command
is displayed.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, and is focused
on the controlling idea of improving food/upgrading food in space. Its organizational
structure is clear, with ideas grouped into paragraphs around its main points. However, the
information is redundant and ideas progress unevenly. Transitional strategies are present,
but little variety is demonstrated (7o start off, In addition, In conclusion). The introduction
and conclusion are inadequate because the student simply repeats the introduction in the
conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea through the partial
use of sources, facts, and details. The evidence from sources is weakly integrated by
repetitive and ineffective use of elaboration techniques (People are eating food up in space,
and it tastes normal food you will eat here on earth; This proves, they are improving meals
in space). There is a reliance on reiterations of citations from the sources (According to the
text, (page 5#1) and According to the text, (page 5#2) which leads to the expression of ideas
that are simplistic (They are improving meals in space).

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. Usage, punctuation,
and capitalization are consistently correct. Sentences are formed correctly, with few errors
overall.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, with the
controlling idea being how scientists plan for food resources and conduct research for
growing crops in space. A simple organizational structure groups information by source
texts. Focus is insufficiently sustained, with little progression of ideas. Transitional
strategies are used inconsistently, with little variety (yves, but it often, It also, so). The
introduction and conclusion are present but inadequate.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

The response provides uneven, cursory support/evidence for the controlling idea. Sources,
facts, and details are partially used. Evidence from sources is weakly integrated: references
to the text are made (The astronauts told NASA about their problem with the food and then
came up with a benficial solution .... The astronauts would start growing plants on aircraft,
in space!), and repetitive (...NASA created a unit called the Lada Validating Vegetable
Production unit, or, for short, Veggie). ldeas are sometimes expressed simplistically (...if'
they are good to eat.... the astronauts can enjoy a nice meal of veggies before returning to
their...mission).

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern
of errors in usage. Simple and complex sentences are both formed correctly, with few errors
overall. Spelling is also adequate; even difficult words are rendered correctly.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, and is focused
on the scientists’ growing food for the astronauts so they will have nutritious food for long
space trips. Its organizational structure is clear, with ideas grouped into paragraphs around
its main points. However, this main idea is insufficiently sustained and moves quickly from
one idea to the next. A few of the ideas expressed are unclear (... but like normal planters
they give ther plants just the right amount but in space the mistake that changed planting in
space forever you have to over water them so they can grow leaves faster). Transitional
strategies are present, but little variety is demonstrated (Growing plants in space can be
hard; ther are no cooking facilities on the space station... Astrounot's prefer crunchy lettuce
and sweet peas and spicy ratishis...). This strategy results in an uneven progression of ideas
from beginning to end. The introduction and conclusion are inadequate because the student
simply repeats the introduction in the conclusion (astrouhauts can Eat he [ thy noutrishous
food; Scientists are trieng to get nice nutrishous foods on the space station).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

The response provides uneven support/evidence for the controlling idea. Sources, facts, and
details are partially used. Evidence drawn from sources is weakly integrated: references to
the text are made (ther are no cooking facilities on the space station; Astrounot's prefer
crunchy lettuce and sweet peas and spicy radishis to their usiul dehydrated meals), but
evidence is not sustained. A few of the facts employed are inaccurate (7he packeged Stuf
can breakdown over time so t twno'nt Keep you ful). Expressions of ideas are sometimes
simplistic (Growing plants in space can be hard in the 1900's but in the 2000's it can be as
easy as baking a pie). Most body paragraphs are composed of one long run-on sentence.

Conventions - Score Point 1

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. A few errors in usage
are present (plants on the Space Station and NASA is growing), as well as some in
capitalization (Packedged, Stuf, scientiSt's). Sentence formation is mostly limited, despite
the middle three body paragraphs being long run-ons. There are also minor errors in spelling
(noutrishous, wich, ther, astrouhauts). The meaning, however, is not obscured.
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Student-10 Score Point 2/1/1
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Student-10 Annotation Score Point 2/1/1

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task, with the
controlling idea being the need to have healthy food in space and growing vegetables is the
solution, but this idea is simply organized, yet insufficiently sustained due to the inclusion of
loosely related and extraneous material (...if you are just eating juck food then you will be
out of shap. And your like "l don't care if I get Fat [ was Fat to began with"). Transitional
strategies are used inconsistently, with little variety (So my solusn, Let me explan, So then,
So if, so when, Ok so maby). This strategy results in an uneven progression of ideas from
beginning to end. The introduction and conclusion are inadequate.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

The response supports the controlling idea with minimal evidence, though the evidence
provided is drawn from the text. The student co-opts the sources by claiming (So my solousn
is that we learn To plant vegable in space. Let me explain) without any citation from the
source materials. Details and facts from the sources are minimally used (...if we have the
right amout of light for the plant and give it enoght water you can grow stuff in space). The
language and sentence construction are both limited.

Conventions - Score Point 1

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. A few errors in usage
are present (7o plant vegable in space; if you chace to get heatly, it make), and sentence
structure is inconsistent, with the last paragraph showing as one long run-on (So we have
talked about some Stuff and well it is coming to a end but what I Think about vegtables in
spac it make a whole). The use of punctuation, capitalization, and spelling is inconsistent.
The meaning, however, is not obscured.
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Student-11 Score Point 1/1/2
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Student-11 Score Point 1/1/2
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Grade 6

Student-11 Annotation Score Point 1/1/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the topic and discusses having more food in space for the
astronauts, but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. It has
little controlling idea and little discernable organizational structure. It contains confusing
and ambiguous ideas (in order to have more food in space, we should ship more varieties of
seed strips; Assuming that you need more water in space than on earth, probably ten
gallons or more). There are few transitional strategies (And you might be thinking, how
much water would be need for that? I bet you are probably wondering) or little discernable
organizational structure. The response does not demonstrate knowledge of focus or
organization.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

The response provides minimal support for its controlling idea, and there is little use of
sources, facts or details. Most of the information in the response is not present in the source
texts. The expression of ideas is vague (That way our astronauts can have more food to
eat; We should have melons, bananas, cherries, etc), and the response's language and
vocabulary are limited (That is a ton of water for just a couple plants). Sentence variety is
also limited.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There are a couple
of usage errors (need/needed, a couple plants/a couple of plants), but no systematic pattern
is displayed. Capitalization is inconsistent, but adequate. Spelling is also adequate; even
difficult words are rendered correctly (launch, complicated).
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Student-12 Score Point 1/1/2
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Grade 6

Student-12 Annotation Score Point 1/1/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the topic and discusses a way of growing food in space for
astronauts, but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The
response is a solution/opinion of the student's as to how one might grow crops in space. The
presentation of ideas is confusing and exhibits few transitional strategies. The introduction
and conclusion are inadequate.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

The response provides minimal support for its main idea that includes little or no use of
sources, facts, and details. Most of the information in the response is not present in the
source texts. The expression of the ideas is confusing. Some of the language is awkward but
the domain-specific vocabulary is limited.

Conventions - Score Point 2

The response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. There is no pattern
of errors in usage. There are a few minor errors in capitalization (Oxengyn), and in spelling
(proably, Oxengyn, thats), but adequate command is displayed.
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Student-13 Score Point 1/1/1
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Grade 6

Student-13 Annotation Score Point 1/1/1

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the topic and discusses food options in space, but
demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, audience, and task. The response is an
undeveloped, vague assertion (...sientist have found ways). There are few (In till now, so) to
no transitional strategies or little discernable organizational structure. There is little to no
introduction or conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

The response provides minimal support for its controlling idea that includes little or no use
of sources, facts, and details. The response supports the main idea with minimal evidence,
even as the evidence provided is drawn from the text (Sientist billed a small greenhouse in
space...). Sentence variety is limited and repetitive.

Conventions - Score Point 1

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. A few errors in usage
are present (sientist/scientists, option/options, billed/built). There are also minor errors in
spelling (fool/food, sientist/scientist). The meaning, however, is not obscured.
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Grade 6

Student-14 Annotation Score Point 1/1/0

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the growing of plants in space, and partially misnames the
titles of two of the source articles. However, it demonstrates little or no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task. There is little organizational structure, and transitions are
scarce, resulting in an undeveloped and somewhat ambiguous list of facts from the text.
Some of the information is presented confusingly--for instance, the student mentions but
does not explain (...food in space has alot of Nutrions such as potasium).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

The response provides minimal support/evidence for its controlling idea that includes little
use of sources, facts, and details. Most of the information in the response is not present in
the source texts (...food in space has alot of Nutrions such as potasium...) and the expression
of ideas is vague, and the response's language and vocabulary are limited (...they less stuted
to unmarke the fewest options...). Sentence variety is also limited.

Conventions - Score Point 0

The response demonstrates a lack of command of basic conventions with errors being
frequent and severe. Punctuation is largely absent, apart from the one comma found in the
second line. Capitalization errors are inconsistent and spelling errors (Nutiens, Nutrions,
Potasium, stuted, unmarke) often obscure the meaning.
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