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INTRODUCTION

The AASA ELA test will have a Writing unit and a Reading Unit 1 and Unit 2 for all
grade levels. The structure of the sample Writing test is similar to the actual AASA
Writing test. Each Writing test will have one or more passages that relate to a prompt.
Students will create a written response to the prompt. Students will not answer
comprehension questions about the prompt. Scratch paper is permitted on both the
Computer-Based Tests (CBT) and Paper-Based Tests (PBT) Writing tests in order for
students to compose a rough draft prior to formulating a “final” copy in the paper test
booklet or on the computer in TestNav.

CBT—On the CBT Writing tests students will have access to one or more passages that
relate to a prompt, an electronic version of the Writing Guide and an area on the
computer in TestNav to enter their “final” response.

PBT—On the PBT the students will have access to one or more passages that relate to

a prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “final” copy area to write their
response in their test booklet. On paper, the Writing Guide will also appear after the
writing prompt and before the “final” copy area on the PBT. On the PBT, there will be
three final copy pages with a line spacing of 0.375” for grades 3 and 4 (wide ruled) and
0.3” for grades 5-8 (college ruled).

Students are required to read passages associated with a topic then write a response
based on a prompt. This type of text-based response requires students to use evidence
from the passages as support for their ideas. This guide provides sample student
responses which were scored using the AASA Writing Rubric. Each essay has
annotations which explain the reasoning for the score the paper received as well as a
description of the task and additional notes about scoring. Examples of student responses
represent some of the various combinations of the score points across the scoring
domains. As a basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria, an
annotation follows the response to explain the prominent characteristics of the response
described in the rubric. These responses are not intended to provide a full spectrum of
examples for each score point in each domain. Moreover, they do not necessarily
represent the highest or lowest example of each score point in each domain.

For more information on the Writing Guides available to students and the rubrics used to
score writing responses on AASA visit the ADE website under “AASA Writing
Resources” HERE.


https://www.azed.gov/assessment/resources
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WRITING PROMPT

Animal Superheroes
Some animals live in harsh environments.

Write a multiparagraph informative essay explaining how some animals
are able to survive in harsh environments. Use information from the
sources in your essay.

Manage your time carefully so that you can do the following actions:

 Read the sources.

« Plan your response.

« Write your response.
 Revise and edit your response.

Be sure to include the following tasks:

* an introduction
« information from the sources as support
« a conclusion that is related to the information presented

Your response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Enter
your response in the space provided.
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INFORMATIVE-TEXT BASED WRITING RUBRIC
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SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSES

Grade 4

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2
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Grade 4

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2

-”—\{, wﬂrﬂr(} frog hotaral habia’ s Alacha,
wherg, it [ived i Fhe coldes? f"""f’d of Alus ko
T}’lff wog f '!Crgy e mhﬁﬂﬂu’y’; ;nI;Jf of |4
10 Keep it varm whe fompudore Arops . The!
Sugar 1§ w!/el,g,{m{mt. rom the tex# e wo-
o d 74""3' Simpaly oy «J/E’E/Q wnd Areeze
A “
Hosuas  of she 1/.315; preveals A A {reezing
Compledely,aven thpgh |45 hear? may stop be-
" 1F even Jees 1

Ovel M‘O(Wr-u'ﬂ'-nr‘o{.uv:e:f‘ btn"Qf Mﬂ?"‘ff  J bver,

‘51‘3{{.;&{ %y!‘g af'- Jgjﬁtr',(m’?ﬂg jfuc,y&t?; ;F

uﬂ},.fj’ £or wg-ﬂki 0t o tfime

I"'L\S ];k"'* ":ri.if-{.l.ﬂ {A{.ﬂ‘?{ aéq)zg,é-mfurdr’ Aengui=
b IIW"“E two J,nu.r?'-‘i "f---‘{:’ é‘uo(}' “‘lﬁ,"t i‘gru'l’&“}J
Niﬂirh.t;'k{, He lest ¢h ﬂumgff?“h ‘(\lvﬁlﬂ JAL "ﬂ}crf
ot body fot, a8 well aS wind T water=resistadt

“(‘Eﬂrfée:}j’j'tﬂtﬂ ;'{‘ Gdl‘h }’ZE CU{(Z-” Tl{ fa_},f{fj nmg{-
we athtl und waler  regislunt Lo utherS  cun




Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4

Grade 4

Student-1 Score Point 4/4/2

f'fﬁ'?i‘{.f‘f’ N, f—r‘,m c oleh v-f'a.o/_r anaf’ Codol W’{ff‘

lhese. two {hings can be wselit when leing
Antaretic u. The Jrﬂmccfg;y caumel can /ive In
f’z.ecﬂ-fii{ff f;}r HJ;@ alled 'ts feateres, lhe foi
Lomtls can cwlv Jpink up 4o 30 yabynr o
water at a Fere This /tﬁf,.,r Hhepy travel for aver
0 week o dhgut hfwf,}y Yo Arpink ayg;ﬂf'7gtgf
pregn s ?L.L’uﬁ" gﬂ.m;{'_g- can f{rn,.fff ' I(nr,_fj{ terra-
WS in . week. They olso Auve thick eyelasheq
Viat can Clck He 6lumg sur .

1+ ale prevents Them £ ;{?ff*'ﬂ..! hwr 7
iiui-tlqu r”ert Are Ji«m:,a gtans of Jund ag Seen
wut The last Sentence of Source twg,Camels
can £ven cloge their wrgstrils su ny Awt breath
in Junﬁ{_ Tlase are the ur animuls that ¢an

Jotar Viw‘{, f.fiszlﬂt ﬂahof,' From?.




Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4

Grade 4

Student-1 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task. The controlling idea is clearly stated (At least four animals or more can live in extreme
conditions). Ideas progress from beginning to end and include an introduction and
conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4

This response provides convincing support for the controlling idea. Relevant evidence is
integrated thoroughly with references to sources (7he arctic fox uses it's fur as an
advantage; The wood frog uses something inside of it to keep it warm when temputure
drops; The layers and weather and water resistant feathers can protect it from cold winds
and cold water). Expression of ideas is clear and effective. Domain-specific vocabulary is
clearly appropriate for the audience and purpose.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.

10
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Grade 4

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2

D yov Kiaow Flat a knh?rﬂ'u fab Cal Jum, §  fect
o ¢ pe £roven p.r;)l,lfpr'ﬁ?' Tvite o few omimgls  have
) Qvelyed te live (n @¥ireng Cu"u}t,f,“ﬁ. S-..wﬂ Can  Survve
‘wilc}\ ‘f‘qﬁal égm{ Coam euln 90 Lov o Wwee¥ withoot
water b B i tler woy These  amimaly are Hrvly

Mowan 2y L“I G\ma\ 'Fﬂgc.: (% o\'].’f ﬂ? .

Ah;“mlﬁ Guch a5 Yhe Averic Fey  have ndapted
t \ive Th ﬂﬁjf"rrlmft\ir rutJ\ rm«d[h‘gmhﬁh Aret.c
fox \9 ?MJ\ ;’\‘l' *f.;nJ\{mf feod and Sulvivimg fw
the Archic. Ln Seorce 1 1F T Nover Too Cold
Toy TL”-"SE Aﬂf“m.\‘i the avtuor writes or - Pge
1 T4 even  sneaks SENaATpolagbenrs o pick
@p the 'E'-'.HGJ\ Serlaps H"QY "}Em‘fﬁ ib"?L;HAq. TLH V5
qu()arﬁmr l:em-fse TH; alchic foxes ool he\ps them
Survive and blend in. Archic Foxe§ are intresti Ly
And Well adapted o Hhe ol

]4\""1 animal  That 5 alyo well Gk"\"‘bﬁ'\

11



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4

Grade 4

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2

Fo Herz_.‘ﬂcr temperatyrey 19 The, woodl
Tcll"ﬂ'cf‘lTl']t VPP \ fi’ncf l;‘-'f‘? (v~ AlagKa,
Uuﬁhc’ The Wintey 1+ (4 'gwmq"ﬂ%. A\ '!'Lowr;l.l
‘!"‘qeﬁ: 1S éohﬁh{qc} 'ifg@cuﬁi m_faw-i‘ | +6
hf{;n’nqhuhl |‘+' mj]-uﬂﬂq f""lt?_e'-}-.L Th;i 1§
i&\mq,:.w Suprvival Tedhai fue, Ih Sﬁufftill
T+ T5 Wewer Too € ol For Thege A"‘-f“m[ﬁ
e avho. 9Hke on paget GA 7 peCial 'Tylpt
of Gufar ;le'fi}\ c}lU(Mf, n H\f +}55uf5
of Hle f‘f"a;} purvents ¥ frow, F‘ﬁ‘fl.‘hf Compltly...
This s (V1 perfant becavse 1 Fle {“‘j frer  Coviple
N6 wevth i Weed Fros have adaphed
Amaziag\y To o THEY Gurrond; ngs and are
al5y fun to 5"*1«*\{*

SG’IM{ ﬂh’ti‘ﬂﬂll'; Lq],r[ ﬂ&kq{) }'h{ To Gvivive
EXtremley warm fem periafrons, Animaty fiKe the
WAL Khowa Camel Steres pat in {0 himp. They

12



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4

Grade 4

Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2
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Grade 4

Student-2 Annotation Score Point 4/4/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task. It has a clearly stated controlling idea (Quite a few animals have evolved to live in
extreme conditions). Ideas progress logically from beginning to end and include a satisfying
introduction (Did you know that a Kangroo rat can jump 9 feet...) and conclusion (In
conclusion these animals are interesting well adapted and cool).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4

This response provides thorough and convincing evidence for the controlling idea that
includes effective use of sources (An Arctic fox is good at finding food and surviving in the
Arctic; Although there is something special about its hibernation, it (frog) actually freezes!;
Camels drink up to 30 gallons of water at a time). Precise language gives clear and effective
expression of ideas. Domain- specific vocabulary is clearly appropriate for the audience and
purpose (predators, evolved, surviving, hibernates, glucose, adapted, surroundings,
situations). Varied sentence structure demonstrates language facility.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.

14
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Grade 4

Student-3 Score Point 4/3/2
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Grade 4

Student-3 Score Point 4/3/2
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Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4

Grade 4

Student-3 Annotation Score Point 4/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task. The controlling idea is clearly stated and strongly maintained (Keep reading to see
what animals don't struggle to survive). The organizational structure creates coherence and
completeness. There is logical progression of ideas as well as a satisfying introduction - the
student's plan is made clear - and a conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

This response provides adequate support for the controlling idea (Now when a fox female
gives birth its nothing, although she lays 15 babe often called kits; This frog will
surprisingly and simply fall asleep and freezes; These penguins size is the same as a first
grader; Since these camels live in hot, very hot and little water deserts they have to know
how to survive). There is an adequate expression of ideas, employing both precise and
general language. Ultimately, the response relies too heavily on the accompanying text to
show a synthesis of ideas, which keeps the response at the 3 level.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Grade 4

Student-4 Annotation Score Point 4/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience and
task. It has a clearly stated controlling idea (A few animals that roam our planet have
adapted to extremely inhabbitable enviornments, such as the Sahara desert, or Anarticas
extreme winters, but, only few do adapt, and here are some that did). The strongly
maintained controlling idea has little or no loosely related material. Skillful use of
transitions are used to clarify the relationships between and among ideas. Ideas progress
logically from beginning to end and include a satisfying introduction and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

This response provides adequate support for the main idea and includes the use of facts and
details from the source. Evidence is generally integrated though references may be general,
imprecise, or inconsistent. Ideas are expressed adequately with a mix of precise and general
language (we start out with the fully-Aeated oven called the Sahara). Vocabulary is domain
specific and generally appropriator the audience and purpose. Variation in sentence structure
is also evident.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Grade 4

Student-5 Annotation Score Point 4/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and
task. The controlling idea is clearly stated (it's the most amazing "animals in the world!"
Here are 3 asome living animals!). The author assumes a conversational approach that
creates coherence and completeness. The skillful use of transitional strategies is apparent in
the conversation exchange. ldeas progress logically from beginning to end and include a
satisfying introduction and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

The response provides adequate support for the main idea and includes the use of sources,
facts, and details. Information from the source is delivered via an imaginary conversation,
which is an adequate elaborative technique. Ideas are adequately expressed employing a mix
of precise and general language. Domain-specific vocabulary is generally appropriate for the
audience and purpose. There is some variation in sentence structure.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Grade 4

Student-6 Annotation Score?Point 3/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience,
and task. The controlling idea of how animals adapt to extreme hot or cold weather is for the
most part maintained with an evident organizational structure discussing three animals:
Camel, Arctic fox, and emperor penguin. Transitional strategies are adequate with some
variety to clarify the relationships between and among ideas. From beginning to end there is
adequate progression of ideas with a sufficient introduction and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

The response provides adequate support for the controlling idea. Generally, evidence is
integrated from sources and ideas are adequately expressed (Camels can drink up to 30
gallons of water and then drink no more water for the rest of the week; A female fox can
give birth to up to 15 baby foxes called Kits at one time; An emperor penguin has layers of
body fat which is how it survives in the coldest place on earth called Antartica).
Domain-specific vocabulary is generally appropriate for the audience and purpose. Some
variation in sentence structure is demonstrated.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates adequate command of basic conventions.
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Grade 4

Student-7 Annotation Score Point 3/3/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience,
and task. The controlling idea (4 lot of animals can adapt to hot or cold conditions, but only
a few can adapt to extreme conditions). Evident organizational structure gives a sense of
completeness. Ideas progress from beginning to end and include a sufficient introduction
and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3

This response provides adequate support for the controlling idea. Evidence is generally
integrated as is the expression of ideas (The camel’'s humps are used to store fat. This special
feature allows it to travel long distances when there isn't much food; The emperor penguin
has layers of body fat to keep it warm. It also has wind-and-water resistant feathers to
protect it from the cold). Vocabulary is domain-specific and there is some variation in
sentence structure.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. Usage, capitalization,
and sentence formation are generally correct with a minor error in spelling (Its).
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Grade 4

Student-8 Annotation Score Point 3/2/2

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused on the controlling idea that
some animals learn to adapt to extremely hot or extremely cold weather. The controlling
idea is maintained throughout the evident organizational structure and adds to a sense of
completeness. The use of a transitional strategy to clarify the relationships between ideas
adds clarity (We talked about cold conditions, now lets talk about warm conditions).
Progression of ideas is adequate from beginning to end including a sufficient introduction
and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides uneven support for the controlling idea and includes partial use of
sources, facts, and details. Evidence is weakly integrated and cursory (The Greenland shark
lives in the icy waters of the Arctic. It is very cold). The reading source describes extreme
conditions and adaptations for the shark and echidna with bullet points. Thus, it is left to the
student to put those words or ideas in sentences.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. There is a
controlling idea (These are some interesting facts about animals), but it is unclear. An
organizational structure is inconsistent. The first body paragraph gives ideas about the
Arctic fox, while the second body paragraph focuses on camels. The progression of ideas is
uneven from beginning to end with an inadequate introduction and conclusion.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the controlling idea (fur helps it keep
warm, fur also helps it blend in, camels live in this climate). Evidence is weakly integrated
(They sneak up on different animals and eat what they leave behind, A thing that you will
see on a camel are its humps). Expression of ideas is imprecise or simplistic.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. There is a
controlling idea (animals can survive winter and even very hot weather), which is
insufficiently sustained. Transitional strategies are not evident. Ideas progress from
beginning to end with limited information.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the controlling idea (Those animals are
very clever. They are very smart and really sneaky). Evidence is weakly integrated (The
camel is a really good animal for hot places and it survives very well) and (Kangaroo rats
are very healthy hot or cold weathers). Expression of ideas is imprecise, simplistic or
redundant (the Greenland shark is very special because its body mass keeps it warm and it
is also very large). Sentences are limited to simple construction (I think that is cool, The
Arctic fox can survive, The camels can just use there humps, Kangaroo rats are very
healthy, I think the greenland shark is very special). Also, the word "very" is

used very often.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. It contains a
partially focused controlling idea (how animals can survive in harsh environments). There is
an inconsistent use of transitional strategies (To start, To continue, Also). The progression of
ideas is uneven from beginning to end including an inadequate introduction.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

The response provides uneven cursory support for the controlling idea. Evidence from the
source is present but weakly integrated (the text says, the text's says). The expression of
ideas is imprecise and simplistic (the arctic fox has a special power, the arctic fox has whiwt
so it blends in the snow). Sentences are limited to simple constructions.

Conventions - Score Point 1

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. There are some errors
in usage (the arctic Fox Lest talk about is survivel in ice land). Inconsistent use of correct

capitalization (arctic Fox, ice land, Furry Feet, alaska) and spelling (whiwt, snount, Lest,

survivel, spical, text's, pecial, prewents).
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task. The instructions ask for an informative essay explaining how
some animals are able to survive in harsh environments. The student gives an opinion
(Arctic foxes are one of the best animals on earth).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the opinion. Evidence is weakly
integrated from the source (Arctic foxes live in the coldest parts of Iceland, wich can get up
to 58 negative degrees Fahrenheit!, They sneak up on other animals . . . BOOM! Dinner is
served, Arctic foxes even sneak up on polar bears and their scraps, isn't that Amazing!).
Expression of ideas is imprecise or simplistic.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This response is related to the topic but may demonstrate little or no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task. There is no discernible controlling idea or organizational
structure. A camel, Greenland shark, kangaroo rat, and echidna are given brief descriptions.
This response is too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2

This response provides uneven, cursory support for each animal and expression of ideas are
simplistic or imprecise. Sentences are limited to simple construction.

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose,
audience, and task. There is a controlling idea (Animals have adapted to many harsh places,
like the desert, the ocean, and the poles). No organizational structure is evident, and the
response is too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

This response provides minimal evidence for the controlling idea with little use of facts or
details. The expression of ideas is vague with limited information (a camel drinks water and
will not have to drink for weeks, wood frogs freez when they get cold, kangaroo rats are
small so they can hide or take shelter, Greenland sharks stay warm in the cold water.)

Conventions - Score Point 2

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions and may include the
following: Some minor errors in usage with adequate use of punctuation, capitalization,
sentence formation, and spelling.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This response is related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose,
audience, and task. There is a controlling idea (How anamals survive in extrem condeshons).
An organizational structure is absent, ideas are confusing or ambiguous, and none of the
animals initiating action are identified (they stor nuts for the winter, swims very slow, eat ice
parts, humps stor fat and energy). There are no transitional strategies, and the response is
too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization.

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

This response provides minimal evidence for the controlling idea. There is no evidence from
sources. The expression of ideas is vague and lacks clarity (cover then selfin feathers,
sleeps in tunnels beneath the earth has a lower body temperater, how anamal survive

in tempeters is lack food and eat ice parts). Language and domain-specific vocabulary are
missing. Sentences are limited to simple construction.

Conventions - Score Point 1

This response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. Various errors in usage
are used (how the survive is, very little water humps stor fat and energy). Also, there is
inconsistent use of correct punctuation, capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling.
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Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1

This brief response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task. There is no discernible controlling idea or organizational
structure. An introduction is attempted, (somale animals surggle to survive). There is an
effort to discuss the (arcblc fox, brown spoc klid wood frog, and camels).

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1

This response provides minimal facts from the source (Arctic fox finds pecial way to
survive, The brown spot klid wood frog lives in the col est, camels has thick heiha).
Language and domain-specific vocabulary are limited.

Conventions - Score Point 0

This response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions. Meaning is obscured by
frequent and severe errors in usage (They may may look a litte stra bat dromedary sleep
sohk swlvs verys), capitalization, and spelling.
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