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INTRODUCTION 
 

The AASA ELA test will have a Writing unit and a Reading Unit 1 and Unit 2 for all 

grade levels. The structure of the sample Writing test is similar to the actual AASA 

Writing test. Each Writing test will have one or more passages that relate to a prompt. 

Students will create a written response to the prompt. Students will not answer 

comprehension questions about the prompt. Scratch paper is permitted on both the 

Computer-Based Tests (CBT) and Paper-Based Tests (PBT) Writing tests in order for 

students to compose a rough draft prior to formulating a “final” copy in the paper test 

booklet or on the computer in TestNav. 
 

CBT—On the CBT Writing tests students will have access to one or more passages that 

relate to a prompt, an electronic version of the Writing Guide and an area on the 

computer in TestNav to enter their “final” response. 
 

PBT—On the PBT the students will have access to one or more passages that relate to 

a prompt, a print copy of the Writing Guide and a “final” copy area to write their 

response in their test booklet. On paper, the Writing Guide will also appear after the 

writing prompt and before the “final” copy area on the PBT. On the PBT, there will be 

three final copy pages with a line spacing of 0.375”for grades 3 and 4 (wide ruled) and 

0.3”for grades 5–8 (college ruled). 
 

Students are required to read passages associated with a topic then write a response 

based on a prompt. This type of text-based response requires students to use evidence 

from the passages as support for their ideas. This guide provides sample student 

responses which were scored using the AASA Writing Rubric. Each essay has 

annotations which explain the reasoning for the score the paper received as well as a 

description of the task and additional notes about scoring. Examples of student responses 

represent some of the various combinations of the score points across the scoring 

domains. As a basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring criteria, an 

annotation follows the response to explain the prominent characteristics of the response 

described in the rubric. These responses are not intended to provide a full spectrum of 

examples for each score point in each domain. Moreover, they do not necessarily 

represent the highest or lowest example of each score point in each domain. 
 

For more information on the Writing Guides available to students and the rubrics used to 

score writing responses on AASA visit the ADE website under “AASA Writing 

Resources” HERE. 

 

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/resources
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WRITING PROMPT 

 

 

Animal Superheroes 

Some animals live in harsh environments. 

Write a multiparagraph informative essay explaining how some animals 

are able to survive in harsh environments. Use information from the 

sources in your essay. 

Manage your time carefully so that you can do the following actions: 

• Read the sources. 

•  Plan your response. 

•  Write your response. 

•  Revise and edit your response. 

Be sure to include the following tasks: 

•  an introduction 

•  information from the sources as support 

•  a conclusion that is related to the information presented 

 

Your response should be in the form of a multiparagraph essay. Enter 

your response in the space provided. 
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INFORMATIVE-TEXT BASED WRITING RUBRIC 
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SAMPLE STUDENT RESPONSES 

Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Grade 4 
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Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-1     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Grade 4 
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Student-1 Annotation   Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task.  The controlling idea is clearly stated (At least four animals or more can live in extreme 

conditions).  Ideas progress from beginning to end and include an introduction and 

conclusion.  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4 

This response provides convincing support for the controlling idea. Relevant evidence is 

integrated thoroughly with references to sources (The arctic fox uses it's fur as an 

advantage; The wood frog uses something inside of it to keep it warm when temputure 

drops; The layers and weather and water resistant feathers can protect it from cold winds 

and cold water). Expression of ideas is clear and effective.  Domain-specific vocabulary is 

clearly appropriate for the audience and purpose.   

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-2 Score Point 4/4/2 

Grade 4 
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Student-2     Score Point 4/4/2        

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-2     Score Point 4/4/2     

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-2 Annotation   Score Point 4/4/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task. It has a clearly stated controlling idea (Quite a few animals have evolved to live in 

extreme conditions). Ideas progress logically from beginning to end and include a satisfying 

introduction (Did you know that a Kangroo rat can jump 9 feet...) and conclusion (In 

conclusion these animals are interesting well adapted and cool). 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 4 

This response provides thorough and convincing evidence for the controlling idea that 

includes effective use of sources (An Arctic fox is good at finding food and surviving in the 

Arctic; Although there is something special about its hibernation, it (frog) actually freezes!; 

Camels drink up to 30 gallons of water at a time). Precise language gives clear and effective 

expression of ideas.  Domain- specific vocabulary is clearly appropriate for the audience and 

purpose (predators, evolved, surviving, hibernates, glucose, adapted, surroundings, 

situations). Varied sentence structure demonstrates language facility. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-3     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

Grade 4 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4 

16 
 

Student-3     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-3     Score Point 4/3/2     

Grade 4 
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Student-3 Annotation   Score Point 4/3/2          

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task. The controlling idea is clearly stated and strongly maintained (Keep reading to see 

what animals don't struggle to survive). The organizational structure creates coherence and 

completeness. There is logical progression of ideas as well as a satisfying introduction - the 

student's plan is made clear - and a conclusion.  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

This response provides adequate support for the controlling idea (Now when a fox female 

gives birth its nothing, although she lays 15 babe often called kits; This frog will 

surprisingly and simply fall asleep and freezes; These penguins size is the same as a first 

grader; Since these camels live in hot, very hot and little water deserts they have to know 

how to survive). There is an adequate expression of ideas, employing both precise and 

general language. Ultimately, the response relies too heavily on the accompanying text to 

show a synthesis of ideas, which keeps the response at the 3 level.  

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Grade 4 
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Student-4     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-4     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-4 Annotation   Score Point 4/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience and 

task. It has a clearly stated controlling idea (A few animals that roam our planet have 

adapted to extremely inhabbitable enviornments, such as the Sahara desert, or Anarticas 

extreme winters, but, only few do adapt, and here are some that did). The strongly 

maintained controlling idea has little or no loosely related material. Skillful use of 

transitions are used to clarify the relationships between and among ideas.  Ideas progress 

logically from beginning to end and include a satisfying introduction and conclusion. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

This response provides adequate support for the main idea and includes the use of facts and 

details from the source. Evidence is generally integrated though references may be general, 

imprecise, or inconsistent.  Ideas are expressed adequately with a mix of precise and general 

language (we start out with the fully-heated oven called the Sahara). Vocabulary is domain 

specific and generally appropriator the audience and purpose. Variation in sentence structure 

is also evident. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-5     Score Point 4/3/2     

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-5     Score Point 4/3/2        

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-5     Score Point 4/3/2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-5 Annotation   Score Point 4/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 4 

This response is fully sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience, and 

task. The controlling idea is clearly stated (it's the most amazing "animals in the world!" 

Here are 3 asome living animals!). The author assumes a conversational approach that 

creates coherence and completeness. The skillful use of transitional strategies is apparent in 

the conversation exchange. Ideas progress logically from beginning to end and include a 

satisfying introduction and conclusion. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support for the main idea and includes the use of sources, 

facts, and details. Information from the source is delivered via an imaginary conversation, 

which is an adequate elaborative technique. Ideas are adequately expressed employing a mix 

of precise and general language. Domain-specific vocabulary is generally appropriate for the 

audience and purpose. There is some variation in sentence structure. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2     

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Grade 4 
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Student-6     Score Point 3/3/2  
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Student-6 Annotation   Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task. The controlling idea of how animals adapt to extreme hot or cold weather is for the 

most part maintained with an evident organizational structure discussing three animals: 

 Camel, Arctic fox, and emperor penguin. Transitional strategies are adequate with some 

variety to clarify the relationships between and among ideas. From beginning to end there is 

adequate progression of ideas with a sufficient introduction and conclusion. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

The response provides adequate support for the controlling idea. Generally, evidence is 

integrated from sources and ideas are adequately expressed (Camels can drink up to 30 

gallons of water and then drink no more water for the rest of the week; A female fox can 

give birth to up to 15 baby foxes called kits at one time; An emperor penguin has layers of 

body fat which is how it survives in the coldest place on earth called Antartica).       

Domain-specific vocabulary is generally appropriate for the audience and purpose. Some 

variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates adequate command of basic conventions. 
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Student-7     Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Grade 4 
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Student-7     Score Point 3/3/2     
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Student-7 Annotation   Score Point 3/3/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3 

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience, 

and task. The controlling idea (A lot of animals can adapt to hot or cold conditions, but only 

a few can adapt to extreme conditions). Evident organizational structure gives a sense of 

completeness. Ideas progress from beginning to end and include a sufficient introduction 

and conclusion. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 3 

This response provides adequate support for the controlling idea. Evidence is generally 

integrated as is the expression of ideas (The camel's humps are used to store fat. This special 

feature allows it to travel long distances when there isn't much food; The emperor penguin 

has layers of body fat to keep it warm. It also has wind-and-water resistant feathers to 

protect it from the cold). Vocabulary is domain-specific and there is some variation in 

sentence structure. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of conventions. Usage, capitalization, 

and sentence formation are generally correct with a minor error in spelling (Its). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4 

33 
 

Student-8     Score Point 3/2/2     

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-8 Annotation   Score Point 3/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 3  

This response is adequately sustained and generally focused on the controlling idea that 

some animals learn to adapt to extremely hot or extremely cold weather. The controlling 

idea is maintained throughout the evident organizational structure and adds to a sense of 

completeness. The use of a transitional strategy to clarify the relationships between ideas 

adds clarity (We talked about cold conditions, now lets talk about warm conditions). 

Progression of ideas is adequate from beginning to end including a sufficient introduction 

and conclusion.  
 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2  

This response provides uneven support for the controlling idea and includes partial use of 

sources, facts, and details. Evidence is weakly integrated and cursory (The Greenland shark 

lives in the icy waters of the Arctic. It is very cold). The reading source describes extreme 

conditions and adaptations for the shark and echidna with bullet points. Thus, it is left to the 

student to put those words or ideas in sentences.   

 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-9     Score Point 2/2/2     

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-9     Score Point 2/2/2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4 

37 
 

Student-9 Annotation   Score Point 2/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. There is a 

controlling idea (These are some interesting facts about animals), but it is unclear. An 

organizational structure is inconsistent.  The first body paragraph gives ideas about the 

Arctic fox, while the second body paragraph focuses on camels. The progression of ideas is 

uneven from beginning to end with an inadequate introduction and conclusion.  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the controlling idea (fur helps it keep 

warm, fur also helps it blend in, camels live in this climate). Evidence is weakly integrated 

(They sneak up on different animals and eat what they leave behind, A thing that you will 

see on a camel are its humps). Expression of ideas is imprecise or simplistic. 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-10     Score Point 2/2/2     

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-10 Annotation   Score Point 2/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. There is a 

controlling idea (animals can survive winter and even very hot weather), which is 

insufficiently sustained. Transitional strategies are not evident.  Ideas progress from 

beginning to end with limited information.   

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the controlling idea (Those animals are 

very clever. They are very smart and really sneaky). Evidence is weakly integrated (The 

camel is a really good animal for hot places and it survives very well) and (Kangaroo rats 

are very healthy hot or cold weathers). Expression of ideas is imprecise, simplistic or 

redundant (the Greenland shark is very special because its body mass keeps it warm and it 

is also very large). Sentences are limited to simple construction (I think that is cool,The 

Arctic fox can survive, The camels can just use there humps, Kangaroo rats are very 

healthy, I think the greenland shark is very special). Also, the word "very" is 

used very often.   

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-11     Score Point 2/2/1     

 

 

Grade 4 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4 

41 
 

Student-11     Score Point 2/2/1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-11 Annotation   Score Point 2/2/1     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 2 

This response is somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience, and task. It contains a 

partially focused controlling idea (how animals can survive in harsh environments). There is 

an inconsistent use of transitional strategies (To start, To continue, Also). The progression of 

ideas is uneven from beginning to end including an inadequate introduction.  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

The response provides uneven cursory support for the controlling idea. Evidence from the 

source is present but weakly integrated (the text says, the text's says). The expression of 

ideas is imprecise and simplistic (the arctic fox has a special power, the arctic fox has whiwt 

so it blends in the snow). Sentences are limited to simple constructions.  

Conventions - Score Point 1 

The response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. There are some errors 

in usage (the arctic Fox Lest talk about is survivel in ice land). Inconsistent use of correct 

capitalization (arctic Fox, ice land, Furry Feet, alaska) and spelling (whiwt, snount, Lest, 

survivel, spical, text's, pecial, prewents). 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-12     Score Point 1/2/2     

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-12     Score Point 1/2/2     
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 Student-12 Annotation   Score Point 1/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This brief response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task. The instructions ask for an informative essay explaining how 

some animals are able to survive in harsh environments. The student gives an opinion 

(Arctic foxes are one of the best animals on earth).  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

This response provides uneven, cursory support for the opinion. Evidence is weakly 

integrated from the source (Arctic foxes live in the coldest parts of Iceland, wich can get up 

to 58 negative degrees Fahrenheit!, They sneak up on other animals . . . BOOM! Dinner is 

served, Arctic foxes even sneak up on polar bears and their scraps, isn't that Amazing!). 

Expression of ideas is imprecise or simplistic.    

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 
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Student-13     Score Point 1/2/2     
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Student-13 Annotation   Score Point 1/2/2     

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This response is related to the topic but may demonstrate little or no awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task. There is no discernible controlling idea or organizational 

structure. A camel, Greenland shark, kangaroo rat, and echidna are given brief descriptions. 

This response is too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization.  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 2 

This response provides uneven, cursory support for each animal and expression of ideas are 

simplistic or imprecise. Sentences are limited to simple construction.  

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions. 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-14     Score Point 1/1/2     
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Student-14 Annotation   Score Point 1/1/2       

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the purpose, 

audience, and task. There is a controlling idea (Animals have adapted to many harsh places, 

like the desert, the ocean, and the poles). No organizational structure is evident, and the 

response is too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

This response provides minimal evidence for the controlling idea with little use of facts or 

details. The expression of ideas is vague with limited information (a camel drinks water and 

will not have to drink for weeks, wood frogs freez when they get cold, kangaroo rats are 

small so they can hide or take shelter, Greenland sharks stay warm in the cold water.) 

Conventions - Score Point 2 

This response demonstrates an adequate command of basic conventions and may include the 

following: Some minor errors in usage with adequate use of punctuation, capitalization, 

sentence formation, and spelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 
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Student-15     Score Point 1/1/1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4 

 



Annotated Writing Samples | Grade 4 

51 
 

Student-15     Score Point 1/1/1   

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This response is related to the topic but demonstrates little awareness of the purpose, 

audience, and task. There is a controlling idea (How anamals survive in extrem condeshons). 

An organizational structure is absent, ideas are confusing or ambiguous, and none of the 

animals initiating action are identified (they stor nuts for the winter, swims very slow, eat ice 

parts, humps stor fat and energy). There are no transitional strategies, and the response is 

too brief to demonstrate knowledge of focus or organization. 

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

This response provides minimal evidence for the controlling idea. There is no evidence from 

sources. The expression of ideas is vague and lacks clarity (cover then self in feathers, 

sleeps in tunnels beneath the earth has a lower body temperater, how anamal survive 

in tempeters is lack food and eat ice parts).  Language and domain-specific vocabulary are 

missing. Sentences are limited to simple construction.  

Conventions - Score Point 1 

This response demonstrates a partial command of basic conventions. Various errors in usage 

are used (how the survive is, very little water humps stor fat and energy).  Also, there is 

inconsistent use of correct punctuation, capitalization, sentence formation, and spelling. 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-16     Score Point 1/1/0   

 

 

  

Grade 4 
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Student-16     Score Point 1/1/0   

 

Purpose, Focus, and Organization - Score Point 1 

This brief response is related to the topic but demonstrates little or no awareness of the 

purpose, audience, and task. There is no discernible controlling idea or organizational 

structure. An introduction is attempted, (somale animals surggle to survive). There is an 

effort to discuss the (arcblc fox, brown spoc klid wood frog, and camels).  

Evidence and Elaboration - Score Point 1 

This response provides minimal facts from the source (Arctic fox finds pecial way to 

survive, The brown spot klid wood frog lives in the col est, camels has thick heiha). 

Language and domain-specific vocabulary are limited. 

Conventions - Score Point 0 

This response demonstrates a lack of command of conventions. Meaning is obscured by 

frequent and severe errors in usage (They may may look a litte stra bat dromedary sleep 

sohk swlvs verys), capitalization, and spelling. 

 

Grade 4 
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