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Hello and welcome to School Support and Improvement’s Evidence-Based Research Requirements professional learning module.



Learning Targets

2

Understand the
evidence-based
requirements as it
relates to schools in
federal
improvement

3

ldentify resources
to use to determine
if a strategy is
evidence-based
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The learning targets for this module are for you to…
Please note that throughout this module we will use the acronym ESSA to refer to the Every Student Succeeds Act.



December 10, 2015,
Every Student
Succeeds Act
(ESSA) was signed
into federal law.

What is ESSA?

This law is the
reauthorization of
the Elementary and
Secondary
Education Act of
1965 (formerly
known as NCLB).

ESSA returns
decision making in
the hands of the
state and local
educators, parents
and communities.
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Presentation Notes
The Every Student Succeeds Act, or ESSA, was signed into federal law on December 10, 2015. The law allowed for the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. ESSA returns the decision making back into the hands of the state and local decision makers to determine what is best for the students in their communities. 


Focus Areas

State and Local Accountability

- Summative

- State Metrics
 Growth Proficiency
« Graduation
 Subgroup
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Presentation Notes
Two of the main focus areas of ESSA are shown here.

State and local accountability measures focus on summative data through a statewide assessment and review various metrics such as growth, graduation and subgroup data. Our state’s ESSA plan includes requirements for identifying schools in comprehensive improvement due to low achievement, comprehensive improvement due to low graduation rate, and targeted improvement for low achievement of a subgroup of students.
Classrooms will use high quality programs and resources, make data driven decisions for the best instruction and interventions to reteach and enrich students, provide professional learning to help teachers provide high quality instruction, and engage leaders in training to not only manage their school but to be effective instructional leaders.


ESSER Il

The American Rescue Plan (Section 2001(e)(1) states that LEAs shall reserve not less than
20 percent of ESSER Il fund received to address learning loss through the implementation

of evidence-based interventions, such as summer learning or summer enrichment,
extended day, comprehensive afterschool programs, or extended school year programs,
and ensure that such interventions respond to students' academic, social, and emotional
needs and address the disproportionate impact of the coronavirus on the student subgroups*

*Student Subgroups/Populations: Each major racial and ethnic group, economically
disadvantaged students, children with disabilities, English learners, gender, and migrant status;
students experiencing homelessness; and children and youth in foster care
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In the spring of 2021, the American Rescue Plan provided new Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER III) grants to support local recovery needs and efforts in response to Covid-19. (Read slide.)



Category One: "Demonstrates statistically significant effect on student
outcomes or other relevant outcomes.”

Required for funding under School Improvement (Sec. 1003).

Category Two:
“‘Demonstrates a rationale
based on high quality
research findings or positive
valuation that such activity,
strategy, or intervention is
likely to improve student
outcomes or other releyant
outcomes.”

Tier 1: Strong
Evidence

Tier 2: Moderate
Evidence

Tier 3: Promising
Evidence

Tier 4: Strong Theory
Under Evaluation

Supported by at least
one well-designed,
well-implemented
experimental study

Supported by at least
one well-designed,
well-implemented
quasi-experimental
study

Supported by at least
one well-designed, well-
implemented
correlational study

Includes ongoing efforts to
establish the effectiveness of
the intervention and bolster
its evidence tier.

Randomized
control
experiment
Large sample (at
least 350)
Multisite study
Produces a
statistically
significant,
positive outcome
Relevant to your
target population
and school
setting

» Quasi-
experimental
design
Large sample (at
least 350)
Multisite study
Produces a
statistically
significant,
positive outcome
Relevant to your
target population
or school setting

« NoO experiment

* Formal study that
correlates data to an
outcome
Uses statistical
control for selection
bias
Produces a
statistically
significant, positive
outcome
Does not have to be
based on a large
multisite study

Logic model or theory of
action

Relevant research
suggests improving
relative outcomes is
likely

Includes an effort to
study the impact of the
intervention
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Since the inception of the Elementary and Secondary Education (ESEA) Act, efforts to define best practices for effective use of funds have been made. No Child Left Behind required districts and schools to use interventions grounded in “scientifically-based research.” The Act as amended by ESSA replaced the call to use “scientifically-based research” with “evidence-based interventions” to increase the impact of educational investments by ensuring these interventions have proven to be effective in improving student achievement. Throughout this presentation, evidence-based strategies, instructional practices, activities, programs, and interventions will be collectively referenced as “interventions.” 

ESSA recognizes four levels of evidence, which can be placed in two categories as depicted in the chart shown here. Category 1 includes the top three tiers of evidence which have a statistically significant effect on student outcomes, while category 2 includes the fourth tier of evidence and demonstrates a rationale that the intervention is likely to improve student outcomes. Feel free to stop this recording to review the chart in depth to identify the characteristics of each tier as well as the research requirements. Please note that white papers do not meet the requirements. 

Along with the flexibility of ESSA comes the responsibility for LEAs to ensure that evidence-based interventions are selected and implemented so that students attending schools in need of comprehensive or targeted support have the best opportunity to improve achievement. Interventions carried out and supported by funding from Title I, Section 1003 (School Improvement) must have strong, moderate, or promising evidence supporting them. All other activities under Titles I-IV and ESSER III may use all four tiers of evidence as support for selected interventions. In general, and when possible, educators should consider the broadest body of evidence available when considering and selecting interventions and not rely solely on the minimum requirement of one well-designed and implemented study established in law. The relevance to your target population and school setting is critical.



What does this mean for my school and LEA?

Comprehensive |
Needs ‘
Assessment

Integrated
Action Plan

Data Review

Evidence Based
Strategies &
Practices
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Let’s take a moment to show how these evidence-based requirements fit into the cycle for continuous improvement. First, all schools must annually complete a Comprehensive Needs Assessment and Data review. Based on that review, schools select the top 3 to 4 primary needs or areas of focus. A root cause analysis is then conducted for each of those needs. Based on the identified need statement and desired outcome of the root cause analysis, evidence-based strategies & practices are identified that will be implemented. The strategies and practices selected will become the action steps that form your integrated action plan.
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http://www.evidenceforessa.org/

WHAT WORKS
CLEARINGHOUSE

2 Encyclopedia

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/

http://www.bestevidence.org/

A

Promisin

9
Practices ARCHIVE

Network on children, families and communities

http://www.promisingpractices.net/

Resources

https://www.azed.gov/improvement/evidence-based-practices
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After the gap between current practices and strategies for action has been defined, the next step is to explore key resources and identify potential strategies that meet the evidence requirements for a given tier. Examining a variety of resources, including online clearinghouses, helps ensure that decisionmakers have identified all possible improvement strategies and evidence tiers associated with potential EBPs. 

There are multiple resources you can use to determine whether or not an intervention, strategy, process, or program meets the ESSA evidence requirements. Four of which are linked here: Evidence for ESSA, the What Works Clearinghouse, the Best Evidence Encyclopedia, and the Promising Practices network. 

You can also check out our website: www.azed.gov/improvement/evidence-based practices for additional materials, lists, and guides. Feel free to pause the recording to explore these websites. 


http://www.evidenceforessa.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/
http://www.promisingpractices.net/
http://www.bestevidence.org/
https://www.azed.gov/improvement/evidence-based-practices

Evidence-Based Examples

Programs Practices

- Journeys - Fraction Face Off! y .E.g%arg"Sh a Leadership
* Go Math . N.umber Rockets - Blended Learning
 PBIS  Sound Partners Observation with

Professional Development

« Conscious « Wilson Reading :
caminl  Provide two-way school-
Discipline « Read 180 Ihow%corlnmmji)cl:ation
* Core Plus Math . Achieve 3000 |n.e to earnlpg |
« RULER * Build Leadership Capacity
* Dreambox ional
. Positive Action * Instructional teams

develop units of
instruction
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Here are just a few evidence-based examples that schools have opted to use, which we have sorted into programs, interventions, and practices. You are not limited to this list, rather these are examples that meet the requirements for ESSA.


Questions to Ask Yourself

How large
When was the was the
study sample size?
conducted? Does it reflect
your
population?

Was the
study based
on current
content and
standards?

indicate a
positive
statistically
significant
impact?
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If clearinghouses do not contain studies that address an approach you are considering, then you should evaluate research studies found at sources such as the Education Resources Information Center (ERIC). This approach has the benefit of actively engaging decisionmakers in the selection process. 
In order to determine if the practice is evidence based and meets your needs ask yourself these questions:
When was your study conducted? 
How large was the sample size and does it reflect your population? 
Was the study based on current content and standards?
Did the results indicate a positive statistically significant impact?
Does the practice truly fulfill the need in your school and eliminate the root cause of the problem?
What resources are available to fully implement the practice?

Asking yourself these questions will also ensure that the solution to your problem will be aligned to your needs.


How does this impact funding?

« Any strategies, interventions, programs
and/or practices that are federally
funded must meet one of the four tiers

 Title I-IV
« ESSER I

« Schools in improvement must meet one
of the top three tiers

« Strong
* Moderate
* Promising
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As stated previously if you are applying for any federal funding all strategies, interventions,  programs and practices that are federally funded must meet one of the four tiers. This includes Title I-IV and ESSER III. For schools in improvement your strategies, interventions and programs must meet one of the top 3:  strong, moderate, or promising.


Evidence
Documentation

Evidence Based Summary Form

LEA Graode LEA Community

TPreschool OUrban

ZElementary ORural

OMiddle School OSuburban

OHigh Schoaol

Research Summary

Target grade Communi ES54A Rating Effect Size
OPreschoal OuUrban O 5trang 000 to 39 (ot recommendad)|
CJElementary ORural T Moderate 004 to 42 (1 yeor grawth)
OMiddle Scheol O 5ubuwrban CPFromising 005 and abowve (highty recommandad)

OHigh Schaol

Program or Strategy Description or Research Paoper Abstract:

Fleaze upload research report and/or job description fo support your strategy to related documents.

*Pleaze include website if applicable:

If you have any questions or need support contact your Education Program Specialist.
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To document that your strategy is evidence based, there is an evidence-based summary form that should be completed for each school improvement federally funded strategy, program, intervention or practice. The form is found on the school improvement website and should be uploaded with any school improvement grant in which you are applying for. This form may be used for ESSER III and uploaded into related documents, but it is not required.



Completed
Example

Evidence Based Summary Form

LEA Grade LEA Community
OFteschaocl 8 Urban

OElem ertary OFural

Onliddle 3 choal O Buburban

#High 3 choal

BEesearch Surmary

Target grade Commnnitsy ESSi Bating Effect Size
OFreschool W Uthan Bitong Oo.0 to 29
OEle e ntary OF. ural Ovlode rate O0.4 to .49 (1ymear grovwth)
OnTiddle Schoal O5uhuthan OFromising O0.5 and ahose (highhy re comrnende 41

BHigh School

Program or Strategy Description or Research P aper Abstract:

Please upload research report andfor job description to support your strategy to related

documents.

softwara

Carnegie Learning High School Math Solution curnculum combines traditional textbool
and workb ook materials with self-paced individualized instruction via automated tutoring

hittps ey evidenceforessa. orgior ooy am 3'm athimd ddlehigh- school/carnegie-leartinio-hi oh- school-math-solution

[“strong™ category.

Three studies, all mvolving high school students, were evaluated. Results for the second
cohort were significantly positive which qualified this blended curriculum for the EZSA
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Shown here is an example of a completed evidence-based summary form. At the top the LEA indicated the grade level setting and community where the program will be used. The research summary boxes are marked to indicate the population and community represented in the research study and the overall ESSA rating that was assigned. If the study does not indicate an overall ESSA rating, you can mark the effect size box instead. In the summary section the LEA described the program being reviewed, provided a link to the research study, and summarized the results of the findings to demonstrate that this program is evidence-based and can be supported by school improvement funds.



Additional Resources

 Evidence Based Websites for Research
https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5a81fd773217e10e700de0bf

 Effective Practices Research Briefs and Evidence Rating

https://live-az-
ade.pantheonsite.io/sites/default/files/media/Evidence%20Review%20and %2 0Eff
ective%20Practices%20Briefs_2.pdf

 Selecting Evidence Based Practices for Low Performing
Schools

https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/Selecting-Evidence-Based-Practices-for-
Low-Performing-Schools-April-2019-rev.pdf

« Evidence Based Practices for English Learners

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/improvement/files/2020/06/EBP-for-
english-learners.pdf



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some additional resources that could help you determine the best strategy to meet your needs. Feel free to pause this recording to explore these documents.

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5a81fd773217e10e700de0bf
https://live-az-ade.pantheonsite.io/sites/default/files/media/Evidence%20Review%20and%20Effective%20Practices%20Briefs_2.pdf
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/Selecting-Evidence-Based-Practices-for-Low-Performing-Schools-April-2019-rev.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/improvement/files/2020/06/
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/improvement/files/2020/06/EBP-for-english-learners.pdfhttps:/www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/improvement/files/2020/06/

Thank you so much for your time today!

If you would like copies of the materials used
throughout the webinar, please visit

https://www.azed.gov/improvement/professional-learning

If you need additional support or have any
questions, please contact your program specialist
or send a message to

Schoollmprovementinbox@azed.gov
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Read

https://www.azed.gov/improvement/professional-learning
mailto:SchoolImprovementInbox@azed.gov
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