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Accountability Systems

• State Accountability
• A-F Letter Grades
• Every eligible school gets 

a grade

• State Models
• K-8 Model
• 9-12 Model
• 9-12 Alt Model
• N-Count: 10

• Federal Accountability
• CSI/ATSI/TSI
• Identifies lowest 

performing schools

• Federal Models
• K-8           ● K-12
• 9-12          ● K-11
• K-2
• N-Count: 20

EL is always 10% and calculated the same way
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K-8 Model
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9-12 Model

Proficiency
Growth
EL
Graduation
CCRI
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EL FAY

Requirements

• Must be identified as an EL student
• Must be enrolled within the first ten days of the school year
• Must stay enrolled through the end of the AZELLA testing window (March 

18, 2022)

• FAY for all other indicators: enrolled within the first ten days of school 
through the first weekday in May (May 2nd for 2021-2022)



The EL Indicator

• EL Proficiency on AZELLA 
• 5% of the overall model

• EL Growth on the AZELLA
• 5% of the overall model

• EL Proficiency and Growth points are calculated separately then 
are summed together for an overall EL points score



EL Busine ss Rule s (Pro ficie ncy) 

• EL calculations include students with a current or prior year EL need and are EL FAY

• Schools with less than the n-count of EL FAY students are not eligible for points

• To earn proficiency points, the school’s current year EL percent proficient is 
compared to the statewide current year percent proficient
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Proficie ncy  Formula s

School Proficiency

Statewide Proficiency
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EL Busine ss Rule s (Grow th)

• For a student to be included in EL growth calculations, two test records are required (Current year 
and prior year AZELLA test records or placement test)

• Schools with less than the n-count of EL FAY students are not eligible for points

• Growth is the difference between prior year and current year AZELLA scores

• For Kindergarten students, placement tests can only be used if completed between July 1st and 
prior to January 1st of the current school year

• For non-Kindergarten students, placement tests can only be used if completed between July 1st

and October 1st of the current school year

• To earn growth points, the school’s current year EL percent growth is compared to the Statewide 
current wide year percent growth

9



EL Busine ss Rule s (Grow th)

• The table below shows how many points each level of growth is worth.

Prior Achievement Level Current Achievement Level Point Value

Pre-Emergent/Emergent
Basic

Intermediate/High Intermediate

Basic
Intermediate

Proficient
1

Pre-Emergent/Emergent
Basic

Intermediate
Proficient

2

Pre-Emergent/Emergent Proficient 3
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Grow th Formula s

Statewide Growth

School Growth
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Norma lizing  EL Da ta

• EL data is not normally distributed

• Proficiency and growth data are normalized for accountability
• Why do we normalize data? So, we can assign points based on a 

normal distribution 

Before Transformation After Transformation

12



EL Busine ss Rule s (Scoring)

*Must have at least the n-count of EL FAY for both Proficiency and Growth to receive EL points

Criteria
Standard Deviations Away 
from the Statewide Mean

Points

Received
School’s EL Proficiency/Growth is compared 

to the statewide mean
Greater than the mean

5
School’s EL Proficiency/Growth is compared 

to the statewide mean
0.01 to 0.50 

Below the mean 4
School’s EL Proficiency/Growth is compared 

to the statewide mean
0.51 to 1.00 

Below the mean 3
School’s EL Proficiency/Growth is compared 

to the statewide mean
1.01 to 2.00 

Below the mean 2
School’s EL Proficiency/Growth is compared 

to the statewide mean
2.01 to 3.00 

Below the mean 1
School has 0 proficiency and growth 0
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English Learner Enrollment and 
Mobility Trends

Through Fall of 2021
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Enrollment
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Enrollment
English Learner Non-English Learner
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English Learner Enrollment by County 2021
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Mobility – Single Withdrawals - All Types
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Mobility – Transfer Within State – Switching Schools
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Mobility – 10 day Non-Attendance
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Mobility – Homeschool
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Mobility – Dropout
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Summary of EL Population Mobility

• EL Percent of student population has held steady 
• Heavily concentrated in Maricopa, Pima, and Yuma counties but makes 

up a larger portion of the student body in Santa Cruz and Yuma counties

• Less mobility during COVID than the general population
• Biggest shifts in mobility were 10-day non-attendance and homeschool

• Overall, enrollment remains consistent over time and mobility was 
affected to a lesser degree than that of the general population during 
the pandemic.
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English Le a rne r Aca de mic 
Outcome s

Proficie ncy  on AzM2 a nd  AZELLA
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Percent Proficient on AZELLA

78674 80092
73146 78676

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

70000

80000

90000

100000

2018 2019 2020 2021

Number Tested and Number Proficient on 
AZELLA

Proficient EL Tested

12% 14% 9%11%

9641
10792

12203

7463

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

2018 2019 2020 2021

Count of Proficient on AZELLA

Proficient EL 25



Percent Tested on State Assessment
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Percent Proficient on State Assessment 
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Summary

• State Assessment testing in the EL population is historically higher than 
non-EL students

• State Assessment testing in FY21 was slightly lower than non-ELs

• Achievement gaps continue to be high for EL students in both subjects

• Math performance levels continue to be slightly higher than ELA
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Se ve rity  o f Aca de mic Impa ct

Cha nge s in Grow th
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ELA – All Grades – Severity of COVID on Growth 

English Learner Non-English Learner
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Math – All Grades – Severity of COVID on 
Growth 

English Learner Non-English Learner
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Summary

• No groups were immune to academic impacts

• Math impact overall was worse than ELA impact for both the EL population 
and whole student population

• Prior to COVID there were disparities in student growth rates by English 
Learner status

• The large size of the impacts indicate lengthy time to recover, likely 
requiring education supports beyond just a norm return to schooling

32



Accountability 
Information

Updates Available Through The Grader
• The Grader is a Newsletter that is used to communicate with schools
• Available through the Accountability and Research webpage
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Contact & Resources

Website https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research

Email Achieve@azed.gov

Phone Number (602) 542-5151

Business Rules https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research/resources

Data https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research/data

Data Request https://www.azed.gov/data/data-request-form

https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research
mailto:Achieve@azed.gov
https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research/resources
https://www.azed.gov/accountability-research/data
https://www.azed.gov/data/data-request-form


Questions
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