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1. What are statewide trends in chronic absence 2017-20217

2. Which student and school characteristics are most related to chronic
absence?

3. What are the preliminary 2021 trends in chronic absence for vulnerable

student populations?
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Chronic Absence — In Arizona, for school accountability purposes, chronic
absence is when a student is absent from a given school for any reason
(excused and unexcused) more than 10 percent of a school’s calendar year
(e.g., 18 days for a typical 180-day school year that meets 5 days per week).

Alternative Definition of Chronic Absence — For the purpose of this study,
absences (excused and unexcused) were also added across all schools
attended by a student in a given school year. A student with absences more
than 18 days in a school year was classified as chronically absent.
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* The current definition does not accurately reflect chronic absenteeism
among students who change schools. With increased student mobility
during the pandemic, the current definition of a chronically absent student
may need to be revisited for purposes in addition to school accountability.

» The pandemic exacerbated chronic absence for some groups, including
economically disadvantaged students, English learners, American Indian
students, Black students, and Hispanic/Latino students. ADE might
consider providing supports to help LEAs target attendance and
engagement support to the groups who have been most impacted.
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Possible Next Steps

* Reuvisit how chronic absence is defined to help LEASs identify and support
mobile students who are at risk of becoming chronically absent.

« Support LEAs in identifying evidence-based interventions to address
chronic absence, especially for student groups who have experienced
steep increases in chronic absence. Study which ones are working well
for which student groups.

« Examine how the pandemic affected chronic absence and dropout rates

in high school.



