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30 Ways to Celebrate National Poetry Month  

 

Dr. Mark Francis Writes 

Of Michelangelo and 

Instructional Rounds 

When I first discovered Eliot’s The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock in high 

school I was, to use a 60’s term, blown away. Like many young people who overly 

obsessed about life and who were in a quandary about who we are and where we 

are going, the poem awoke in me to the possibilities of poetry not merely as an 

artistic form but about how obscure life’s questions are; and, how I needed to 

attain a much deeper level of knowledge to grasp at its mysteries.   

https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxBsnIcrXEhpMlT-2BaSk2pNDvGT-2BZNL72610vYWeHP8WriM7YP4DBciolW5qIxkcQtWbR8kq4YhZl2kIOAcU3IQ6rMQpxzB-2BDn3REjRTohmAoU0LcsAzaREZLXYDCXzQ3opBhOpE3DaxF2YRhqnQZ7LIQjC3gZMVVHQxYz0RT60N1HsbOAmDxZ1AqeCZc0LhcU9A-3D-3Deykx_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZdToS0wibCbrLMWE6Rp-2BVDzy-2BVIdNyMoQ2YECDoILcilsPMG-2BgAvji3vPxqcZ-2Bw0MBUINywjyHSbudAspriuVsJ-2Fwh5p1NLJdxrDE-2BgHMPtb9OU4-2B6jvx0hTRbBB8RHLK3HiEq3YaLBprl49YRwHgtQ-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxJFUQ0XUiWxan9vfUejtZ17ueOmEuV1jtQXxa5qutBe7buCw4GKVOcpcUpdy2S9FZBbk67CNpDA-2BgrkOxyjggjduM8JlND-2BPMwkUPmuzrzB-2BLW6tULY5EZHGgTlrbpECaWXC8xmb65gFyCcbnnap3PAajbUGY-2BTDCWmeunMaBzKPTLUjYxCoTyMAHkAKBBUJC5j51OIYg-2BjNNMd1gP-2BmXgs-3DuXHL_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZDFraShb-2BTKt9LIQoCudUzM6zsaArYVaPXhX57ULYKYCaGMlK3EudEIZ2q7KbqM6ZBDus9Wzpaz8f5UI-2Bh6k8nx9zssqOfV984UHDdDF5LMsSohJPuhjOtdCPs3lld8JHR9kPAAq8JLw2syZB4SPLwQ-3D-3D


 

That quest led me back to the simple verse of my childhood. Even in seemingly transparent 

children’s verse, rhyme and meter could give impact to the images that a poet is trying to create 

that which in turn creates an internal rhythm to depict meaning, emotion, or feeling.   

 

More complicated poetry delights in hiding its meaning, often starting its verse with an object 

and not the subject and then meandering through numerous vibrant, visual allusions or verbal 

alliterations and assonances before getting to its subject many lines later. Prufrock’s 

indecisiveness about what course he should take, not unlike Hamlet’s indecisiveness (though far 

less lethal), is about an impending marriage proposal. However, Eliot uses that question to look 

at his role in an indifferent universe where he seems to be anesthetized or floating on an ocean 

or in a gallery where -  

  

…the women come and go  

Talking of Michelangelo.  

 

So, where am I going with this in a monthly newsletter for leaders of charter schools who are 

participating in Instructional Rounds and learning about Formative Assessment?  

 

I have found that as AZCSP school leaders participate in Instructional Rounds over multiple years, 

your ability to gather data objectively has greatly increased. We are no longer comparing 

classroom environments to What We Want to See to What We Are Really Seeing. Where many 

continue to struggle is how to find the most meaningful evidence in our classroom observations to 

gather the right information that truly tells us what students are learning. It becomes difficult to 

analyze the evidence for “facts” because there is so much activity going on in a classroom, we 

become overwhelmed and struggle to reach conclusions. Dylan Wiliam says that a “fact,” within 

our formative assessment context, is “evidence related to a claim.”  How do we sort out the data to 

find real evidence and then make a claim?   

 

Like poetry, the classroom is THERE for us to observe and absorb it details. As we continue to 

observe classrooms for evidence of learning, we need to improve our observational skills so that 

we can gather the best and most relevant data to help us come to valid and reliable conclusions 

based on facts. Without those valid, reliable, and conclusive facts, creating a Theory of Action for 

improvement may lead us down the wrong path and waste valuable time. Instructional Rounds is 

not a game, it is a critically important process to challenge our perceptions and lead us forward to 

meaningful possibilities.  

 

https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxDG5vD05O7pjOILmnseqbFFeh3ropbT2D3bU7nlxNWqGaEc6-2B0YhfEm14E4g5C7oZ1TPzDxTDSV8UkWoxgG6Lui3-2B1kFZYlF8I9EsnbcOLnhAthE8O2hswOSTq-2Fq210W5KAJwgV9OBOUuUJASXGnqlvQVRnu1zMKkOJ0Hhuh0q6csIln_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZ2vGQwXxhXCM62X9rDKbNEeEcT0p9ytItCa3UXUhOp1ZkIXHjRWKhCkL6iklHIpI-2BtZfomLFxkdNaqeba84k4Un1UwXdGD-2B-2BWYsHXrYykKonQXLkxJNA67381kv9olx7EcyXR-2FnJDvAZrQM48EqA97A-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxN1PnTO3-2Bk1uDD6v7mYClAUq4KaBMM-2FVBDRTCpNfhipp-2FJRKOIe-2FJFFyfH-2FfrwM-2BhsA6or-2F-2BQx5zZdGOnsUun6cy13bQjpAYHNBQzDhKifjVxI2OmKWKFrYDeSkuhF2CAFbyvr9DQJFpzoSor3JXWVQYvHetKpXD-2BPOd4mGxojXOe3-2FKDNJJ1P6cq8cHHj-2BpvQ-3D-3Dz2-0_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZtobgwjj9-2FGi6LdR0hFaEUjsaAQ0wIcbGOIPKG2c0wYP9jMEykluLK2D4d28VbsMfYz4zYgV-2B4KsQTuvFb7s5B82roxjcj-2BBYA-2Bm56U5rYzblhPrq52QgBqlH8OmqSkXkAxDYo7ysgc8-2BCyg1D4EEGw-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxN1PnTO3-2Bk1uDD6v7mYClAUq4KaBMM-2FVBDRTCpNfhipp-2FJRKOIe-2FJFFyfH-2FfrwM-2BhsA6or-2F-2BQx5zZdGOnsUun6cy13bQjpAYHNBQzDhKifjVxI2OmKWKFrYDeSkuhF2CAFbyvr9DQJFpzoSor3JXWVQYvHetKpXD-2BPOd4mGxojXOe3-2FKDNJJ1P6cq8cHHj-2BpvQ-3D-3DmPfe_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZdg8B2gGiX3Q5Ot0ep5lgOkqGItIImge-2F522vmarDHQ6aWPKEYrILSUDhuj2BZjshWv2-2B-2FucUvoGwueUGqqWgBcfFduQgjKa69M1QL6Nw-2B668Fw-2B5k-2BoYNT9bSKBczUozfW8ZhXSG-2BP3MhtxFY-2BvRcQ-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxIC93YxuxtCTY2XhkKfeS6iEOrqQdjzjF86q4dJfoCD0hAfSBM4GlGxFuUKtE17Oqmkn232dbUMXkVxroHGdcZ7ZAzz6FSbZXUcJkBaAV4q2EjFhoiqEzeHZFzUMr551BQ-3D-3DTBhM_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZKvzLIxOLbHJ7L7GcZyu3vb7uF7A-2BMBfD8bcBtY8ir94kWtHR3hEbhCFHwrT-2FpYjRSTvjcGhPUSO5cKOEmagYL9Ge1ZRb5vwIa32sBsIjCJQz6WHjXI2ujgO-2Br34zwGZsUZun5QMcLaF2sbwYzkjRpQ-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=pEmzMPjDpI5kUGWBZrhIxdUIRWqtAlf-2FZ-2BLDdQ-2BT-2F1wtQ9OBjsqQN2C4P63mCtw81S9bCKOi6wg-2F-2Fe7VwsprcGJgPMdln3R-2FKtw-2FJ5EiodUvs95V4ZDFRj6WeU0U2YpSGUN5WMff603HNp6GgdMTIa-2BSwLZ9wTMOGNba4IMYLZMNjEq-2FTzws2wGFs499LW74sLhYMi64A5bNe4oW-2FAuBkw-3D-3DzF_M_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZIpO0qsQ9zSmwBXu0B3eXWISnC9ZHDle67UcSdafeEL4vrTdCsyIdlSxDpqnLYzJAKimP9a5dpHZ79KkEufxhitl3HM-2BOiOyuSsnKM8xKWy6v-2F7If-2BdnRrfs1hjLjYSqjTAJ19tIrrWKx4RffLyPaDw-3D-3D


 

Eliot said that April is the cruelest month. It gives us hope of Spring only to have it dashed by decay 

in Autumn and death in Winter. While I sympathize with the poet, I continue to remain hopeful  

that our challenge is to improve instructional practice across all AZCSP awarded schools, to create 

truly engaged students, and to bring a sense of agency and hope to their lives . 

 

We still have two more months of school. Let’s make the most of them .    

 

 

Click here for a poem about a Principal who's missing.  

 

AZCSP by the Numbers 

March Data 

Number of Professional Development Sessions: 17 

Number of Professional Development Hours: 36.5 

Number of Participants in Professional Development Sessions: 194 

 

School Year (2021-22) to Date 

Number of Professional Development Sessions: 128 

Number of Professional Development Hours: 253 

Number of Participants in Professional Development Sessions: 1557 

 

Looking Ahead 

Remember to add relevant dates to your calendar. 

Instructional Rounds 

 

There are no Instructional Rounds during April 

 

https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxIl7kUQMj3RciDL6-2FpGwJ-2FeBDxN-2BuFNZDB6cdT-2B38G9bHL-2F9MpX6kt2wHjiHlmHZ2-2BiNtYxXeouYFm4hM5CTVf5BMZL-2FVtwjpm0V3iU7g1mR5QxL35i9EiC9dTLEILt9Qw-3D-3D9teN_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZFa-2Bi95us-2F0Yp2pPSDRaqvM0m1RMDflU7uHBXNwtb9zQ6XnL9F9eRj-2FQnoAUl62-2FOc05rWCIMH0ExyrBW-2FUlqU9ba1q84UsyShEzj4TpXjF9SFZrWc13FYhhCprLXQ0-2BNv1tsb8eUVTOTvgplXa8lmg-3D-3D


Formative Assessment Training 

 

04/05/2022 

Liberty 

3:00 - 4:30pm  

Kaleidoscope 

3:30 - 5:00pm   

 

04/06/2022 

AMS Avondale 

12:30 - 2:00pm   

 

04/07/2022 

CASA 

1:00 - 2:30pm   

 

04/08/2022  

A+  

1:00 - 2:30pm 

Scholars 

1:30 - 3:00pm  

 

08/13/2022 

AMS Peoria Advanced 

2:00 - 3:30pm  

AMS South Mountain 

2:00 - 3:30pm   

 

04/15/2022 

Ridgeview 

2:00 - 3:30pm   

 

04/20/2022 

Legacy East Tucson 

1:00 - 2:30pm  

Maryvale Prep 

2:15 - 3:45pm   

AMS Glendale 

2:00 - 3:30pm   

 

04/21/2022  

Synergy 

1:00 - 2:30pm   

Empower 

2:00 - 3:30pm 

 

04/26/2022 

Heritage Maricopa 

4:00 - 5:15pm   

 

04/27/2022 

Legacy Deer Valley 

2:00 - 3:30pm  

Legacy Mesa 

2:30 - 4:00pm   

 

04/29/2022 

Leading Edge East Mesa 

12:30 - 2:00pm   

Somerset 

12:30 - 2:00pm   

A+  

1:00 - 2:30pm  

 

03/31/2022  

Empower 

2:00 - 3:30pm 

 

 



 

  

Effé Café  

 

Effé Café is a great way to get the support you 

need when you need it. 

 

04/04/2022 

and 

04/18/2022 

 

Check the most recent email 
invitation for updated passcode! 

 

J o i n  F A  C a f e  H e r e   

 

 

Free Resources for 

National Poetry Month 

 

Emerge Poems   

  

Poetry Prompts   

  

GOLDEN BUZZER   

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxP8wRZmKZp6b4ZQOe6pIgBrFfGFJj9mwSNGDaHSLHBmBHlavKxhFaJkh8exCxKfQiMf2HVUsdp5nxGwVfZpArAz0EKelRTxIOSI6Bdqp-2F1XwRw8AEasK7w8CylKVokWvGLzCdCtOTfh6-2F0dhFWL54houAwDC83ttHi5aQ-2BoPpQ9dPgpL_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZ-2FQxnQMgYfqCYeeqEViTU1cG3VPHV1O0QvnN8weE15OirHVhcJ2HuWzMr8LLb-2Bs2GFWzsIejiga6M31MYSwnoIfHYqzCMY8hwbSwTjBzFJbWlaCy9ymMIOoknEKltoR1qRLCUItw1NHMoANWEDCAlrQ-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxKYk3Tb780T27wOfU0hDH9dGznM-2Ble0lrPXV0f5hURpNQhjQhqr6G9gzyGjNnygKGG8V-2FoWTPPWhQyR5a83EG-2FoiLZ8aJO0ZS6rNShpVLzwhvXWX_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZ5eiQ58MoMEGfANZeheViq8HR5BCl3hArDGkcOzg2B4eQhvCoBbOTkBDMim5axqeMnTQW4PhXB-2Fgit-2FgqLVcu7s9d4BcfoSW3vwv21XujZ-2B3roVJonWOOcWdcXBPZn1W1e1bASZDsFNk6dLT1RqkdMA-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxP1STCLDGbbPT5Wj43Sl3xU0-2B3mIapmljYOaOKA47WRbXcO0B1bnbc3OwNwqAUNuhOs-2B4-2FyZqB-2FEEZXCmpMftCMXtZrIlk-2FSqcd0WREErzgCL5BakJ2mvy58lpaQhFpaYmRR0XIiIM1OT2aB0v2DDpI-3DGBnX_sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZ8AA0LoF82WqDTrmTYr-2BlwoaDDu-2BJr-2FkSMtT4P0C-2FMHwT0JW9PKicnkAxjpiz5xDvLp-2FKh0SG3x7-2BI7r428RwNAqyCMHc-2BXEG24saykO9uYs4EBv64oj4bkSL-2B7h2p2gRk61-2FidcY0oyk6SjWR75U5g-3D-3D
https://u21891521.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=c-2Fi6n156FrDstXVIxK4HxFO8Exqxayz-2FsplaPfMy1OZ1DhCJR0PGxuYgGgwAsfvO8SSXG8Ink5NKeEF4OaSPqpQQX53Ndu1lqGquVOyFqJTUs0ibAxIp409QSdGqTXxSB8JyTI7XxmWysmmgrHEEYw-3D-3DRf7__sW2Zfp69CYm5-2BoSJ3zIXX1je5ny5AIk6gNuZfEk8zHV7Myhuu2MEHvQzppjrgCygyWQiD7DB3ycnFn3QcOrTpRhw5cXGT-2B4VCJPMklBTCPje0YxJvq-2FyO9MK3bZD88hZbQNHB-2BAUAfkvQul83pG9YXTlZvPgWVWd3ZpZbu5BthMJD1zNziHYrCbyDznpdNyIJIqNFRNjR6zzsFvT-2Bg43W8Wzd6R4vpm-2BX5mbJCUD9nqNY1I2BMknnPJ88xQtPYC-2BjwYPBGeQ-2B2Kxt6UI4LvXQQ-3D-3D
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