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New AZELLA Tests 
what it is and why it is needed

✓AZELLA is a standards-based assessment designed to 
meet both state and federal requirements to measure 
students’ English language proficiency

✓With the 2019 English Language Proficiency Standards 
(ELPS), there is a need to develop a new AZELLA aligned 
to these standards

✓The 2019 ELPS have new grade configurations

✓The 2019 ELPS require test design and new item types



• Gain efficiency in the assessment by presenting students 
with longer, but fewer, passages. 

• Content will be presented in sections to facilitate 
comprehension. 

• Establish thematic approaches to content to allow students 
to reduce the need for cognitive shifts within a session.

• Thematic approach will connect related content across 
domains

New Direction of the Assessment 



AZELLA aligned to the 2019 ELP Standards Timeline 

2021–2022

SY 2021 – 2022 Placement 
Test –No changes

Fall 2021 SAFT

Stand-Alone AZELLA Field 
Test Grades 1 – 12

Spring 2022

Reassessment 2022 

No changes

2022–2023

SY 2022-2023  Placement 
Test –no changes

Spring 2023

Reassessment 2023 

New AZELLA 

2023–2024

SY 2023-2024 New 
Placement test



✓Approximately, 75,000 tests completed –Thank you!

✓Data Review is ahead

✓Please use the index cards on your tables to share your 

feedback on the AZELLA SAFT 

Fall 2021 AZELLA Stand-Alone Field Test



Spring 2023
AZELLA 

✓ Aligned to the 2019 ELP Standards 

✓ Four domains assessed (L, R, W, S)

✓ New Test Design 

✓ New grade configuration

✓ Five Test Units



New AZELLA Modes of Administration

• Kindergarten – paper-and-pencil, Unit 5 (Speaking) phone 
administration

• Grade 1 – paper-and-pencil, Unit 5 (Speaking) phone 
administration

• Grades 2 – 3 –online, Extended Writing item paper-and-
pencil

• Grades 4 – 5 –online

• Grades 6 – 8 –online

• Grades 9 – 12 –online 



New AZELLA Paper Sample Tests



Kinder and Grade 1 
Sample Test Digital Kit

Downloadable audio files for:

• Unit 1 (Listening)

• Unit 5 (Speaking)

Downloadable audio files for:

• Unit 1 (Listening)

• Unit 3 (Stimulus for Constructed Writing Response) 

• Unit 5 (Speaking)



Kindergarten and Grade 1 
Sample Test Administration 

Unit 1 – Group administration multiple-choice Listening

Unit 2 – Group administration, multiple-choice Reading and 
Writing. 

Unit 3 – Group administration, multiple-choice Reading & Writing, 
short answer for Writing 

Unit 4 –Group administration, short-answer and constructed 
response for Writing

Unit 5 (Speaking and ORF) Individual administration that 
simulates the Speaking telephone test.



[Narrator:] Listen to a story about plants.

[Speaker 1:] Plants are living things, just like people and animals. The first step to grow a plant is to place a 

tiny seed in soil. The seed needs water and sunlight. After a few days, it will grow into a new plant.

Kindergarten and Grade 1 
New Item Types

Listening “Sets” –short informational or narrative passage 
with more than one multiple-choice question

NOTE: this item 

type is included 

in all Grade K -12 

tests. 

Which picture shows what is the story is mostly about? Which picture shows the first step to grow a plant? 



Kindergarten and Grade 1 
New Item Types

Writing short answer 
SAY Look at the sentence. It is missing a word. I will read the complete sentence to you. Then, you will write the missing word 

on the line.
Now listen to the sentence: I play ball in the yard.
Listen again: I play ball in the yard.

Write the missing word on the line.

Kindergarten Grade 1 



Kindergarten and Grade 1 
New Item Types

Four-picture narrative
(includes a short sentence-starter for the story)

NOTE: This Speaking item type is included in all grade 

K -12 tests. 

Alan and Ariana were playing outside, but it got too hot. 



Kindergarten
New Reading Fluency Item

6

It is hot.

Do we have a fan? 



Grade 1
Writing Constructed Response

A Listening passage is presented to students. 

After listening to the passage, the students will be 

asked 2 or 3 questions. Students will then write a 

short response to those questions. The questions 

are connected to the topic of the passage. 

The purpose of the Listening passage is to 

stimulate the students’ imagination or get some 

ideas to write about. Students are NOT expected 

to summarize or detail the information from the 

passage, but that their response must be related 

to the topic. 

NOTE: this item type is included in the  Grades 1 & 2 – 3 tests. 



Grade 1
Short Presentation

Look at the chart. (Pause) The chart has 

information about three children—Meg, Ben, and 

Ava—and their favorite things to do. (Pause) 

Imagine that you will give a presentation, or talk 

about the chart, to your class. (Pause) When you 

are ready, use the information from the chart to 

talk about it to your class. (Pause) Be sure to say 

as much as you can and speak using complete 

sentences.

NOTE: this item type is included in the  Grades  1 – 12  

tests. 



Grades 2 – 3 Administration 

Unit 1 – Listening online in TestNav

Unit 2 –Reading and Writing Multiple-Choice online 
in TestNav

Unit 3 – Reading and Writing Multiple-Choice online
in TestNav 

Unit 4 –Extended writing on paper 

Unit 5 – (Speaking, Listening and ORF) One-on-one 
online administration led by test administrator 
in TestNav



Grades 2 – 3 Sample Test

Downloadable audio 

file for Unit 4 

(Stimulus for 

Extended Writing 

Response) 

Digital Kit 

Used to administer Units 1, 2, 3, and 5. 



Grades 2 – 3 
Themed Item Sets

In Unit 5, students will listen to a passage and respond to two multiple-choice Listening 

questions. Then, they will respond to a Speaking question related to the same topic. Finally, 

they will use the information on a chart to craft a very short oral presentation. 

NOTE: this thematic approach is included in grades 2 - 12



Grades 4 – 12 Administration 

Unit 1 – Listening online in TestNav

Unit 2 –Reading and Writing multiple-choice online in 
TestNav

Unit 3 – Reading, Writing multiple-choice, and extended 
writing online in TestNav 

Unit 4 –Reading and extended writing online in TestNav 

Unit 5 – Speaking and Listening [and ORF for 
Grades 4 – 5 only] online in TestNav



Reading Passages Titles vs. Sections

Students might only see one section of the passage first but later 
there may be tabs. 



Units 3 and 4 Grades 4 – 12 
Precautions and Recommendations

Extended Writing 

Prompt Grades 4 – 12 : 

Students will need to 

scroll not only for the 

Reading passage, but 

also under the text box 

to be able to see the 

checkbox and play the 

audio. 



Unit 5 Grades 4 – 12 
Precautions and Recommendations

Accessibility 

audio recording



Technology- Enhanced Items 
Grades 4 – 12 





AZELLA Art 
Contest Sample 
Test Winners


