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General Purpose of Cohort Meetings

* To create a place where Early
Childhood Special Education Specialists
can hear the successes and challenges
happening in the field, a place to
collaborate with other agencies and
districts to celebrate those successes,
and problem solve through those
challenges, and a place to

work together to improve outcomes
for preschool children with disabilities




Meeting Goals for
Attendees

* Believe your district too can have
an inclusive environment

* Understand that partnerships are
foundational to inclusive settings

* Engage in high quality discussions
to plan next steps

* Make a list of two children to
move and/or keep in the class

* Know that the PSM, ECE and ECSE
Specialists are a resource (and can
support through action planning,
understanding requirements,
professional development)




Agenda

*  Preschool Environments
* Data
* |IDEA Regulations around LRE
e Decision Making Tools

* Inclusion Models
e Logistics, Funding, Staffing

e Collaborative Discussion
* Breakout Rooms with Colleagues on the same
path

* Inclusion Task Force Campaign
e Simple Activities to increase inclusion now




IDEA Regulations

The Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) requirements in the IDEA
federal regulations for children with disabilities are, (in short):

e To be educated with children who are non-disabled

« Only be removed from general education setting when the
nature or severity of the disability...cannot be achieved
satisfactorily

« Offered a continuum of placement options by School District

» Educated in the school they would attend if non-disabled

Sec. 300.114 - 116 LRE requirements
* https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.114



https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.114

Positive Long-Term Outcomes Correlated to

Inclusive Preschool Environments

End of 3'¥ Grade Outcomes
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“On such measures as the Kaufman,
the TOLD, Leiter and Vineland,
measures of children in inclusive
settings vs non-inclusive settings
demonstrate that high quality
inclusive settings are the only
environments with data
consistently supporting children’s
superior learning AND non-inclusive
environments have been shown to
negatively impact children’s
learning.”

Dr. Phil Strain, U.C. Denver,
OSEP Leadership Conference, 2019



Preschool Environments (Least Restrictive Environment) in Arizona Q@

Arizona

Department of Education

Preschool Environments 2015-2020

Preschool Environments oo -
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Special Education | o B
Setting (Self-Contained s
Programs)

« 27.2% Percentage of . . .
children in Regular Early . o
Childhood Programs
(RECP)
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Asking for Feedback on
State Preschool
Environments Goals

Indicator 6 Survey for FFY2020

Indicator 6 measures the percentage of children ages 3, 4 and 5 who are enrolled in a
preschool program.
Please watch the video and complete this survey by December 317, 2021.

@3 ohsuziq2008@gmail.com (not shared) Switch account

* Required

Exceptional Student Services (ESS)

Stakeholder Feedback

Indicator &
Federal Fiscal Year 2020 State Performance
Plan Annual Perfarmance Report

Select your primary role (select one) *

O Parent/Guardian
O Individual with a disability

O General education professional



Save Survey
Links and Take a
Short Break




Least Restrictive M Most Restrictive

General IEpeciul ' e | I
D O e S a Education Education SE: :“:; Homebound

: Classroom Classroom =
continuum

Hﬂspi’ruL
Residential
Facility

of placement

* Are placements made on an individual

options basis?
exist? e How are families made aware of the
' continuum of placements in your
district?

* Are families' full participants in the
placement decision?




Team Decisions for
Preschool Special

Education Services
Guiding Questions

* Tool published by the Early Childhood
Technical Assistance Center (ECTA) to
be used during IEP meetings to guide
team decisions

* What data/information would be
needed and who would need to be
present to answer the questions in
each section?

1. Child considerations

2. Family Considerations

3. Curricular considerations
4. Support considerations

Team Decisions
enter for Preschool Special Education Services

The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center Guiding Questions

These questions are intended to assist IEF team discussions, as appropriate. This is not a required
nor is it necessary to document IEP discussions using this form, though teams may if they wish.

s Name: Date:

ae ™ Participants:
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Chart (vo)

[ How many hours does the child attend ] [ Is the child attending a NO
a regular early childhood program?* special education program?** | ( )
e S
10 hours/week 10 hours/week
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Is the child receiving the

* District Preschool {mj.m,m.,.,dmmﬂ

Some other
location

Regular early
childhood

program

* Head Start
* Kindergarten

and related services in the
residence of the child's
family or caregiver?

* Private Kindergartens/Preschool
* Group Childcare Center

Home In service
provider location
or other location
not in any other
category.




Indicator 6

Least Restrictive Environment

-4, 94

Ari

Departmel

Zona
nt of Education

Included in the Regular Early
Childhood Program Data Set

Included in Separate Settings
(all three)

Not attending program or class

LRE Categories

Attending a Regular Education Classroom
_ (more than 50% non-disabled children)

Attending a special education program
only (less than 50% non-disabled children)

\

Separate Class

Attends a special
education program in a
class intended
primarily for children
with disabilities

\

Separate School

Receives all special
education and related
services in public or
private day schools
designed specifically
for children with
disabilities.

U

Residential Facility

Receives all special
education and related
services in public or
private residential
schools or residential
medical facilities an an
inpatient basis.

Not attending a regular or special
educgtion classroom

PH1
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wock.
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MORE QUESTIONS? -0, 94

Ari

Zona
Department of Education

» Specific Technical Assistance for District Needs
* Coaching Support for Teaching Strategies GOLD

Office Hours

» Targeted Professional Development for issues
pertaining to Indicators, 6, 7, and 12

LN SPECIALIST OFFICE HOURS
N 7 7. '
B 70 7 o ’ Erika Argueta Wed 1:00-2:00PM
*-9 ‘ Elizabeth Hamilton Mon & Wed 3:00-4:00PM
b Tami Philips Wed 4:00-5:00PM
-e Lenka Studnicka Tue & Thurs 3:00-4:00PM
- Lisa Wallman Thurs 3:00-4:00PM

emll Rt Carly Childhood Special Education
@: . - - Exceptional Student Services



Inclusion Landscape in AZ-
Inclusive Preschool Programs

* |nsert Video




Arizona Preschool Inclusion
Campaign

Joint initiative with ADE-Early Childhood Special

Education Unit and the Arizona Preschool Inclusion
Task Force

Working on plans for implementation

Identifying resources needed for roll out
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“Just Keep Them in the Class’

If we stopped pulling children out
of the Regular Early Childhood
Program to provide their special
education services, we would
change our RECP LRE data from
27.2% to 31.7%
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“Just Move 2 Kids”

If every district that serves children with
disabilities (103 that have kids in RECP's)
in Arizona determined that the LRE was a
Regular Early Childhood Setting for just
two more of their kids, were able to place
them into a reqgular early childhood
program, and provide the special
education services in that program, that
would improve children's outcomes
tremendously!

And we would move from 27.2% to 29.7%
in the RECP.



ESS Early Childhood - 19h

Preschool Environments (LRE)

Made with the strength to succeed

IDEA Regulations :

Sec. 300114 LRE
requirements

sites.ed.gov

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/
300114

Dear Colleague Letter
(Jan 9, 2017) U. S. Dept of
Ed OSEP

ECTA Resources :

Determining LRE
Placements for Preschool
Children with Disabilities:
Reference Points and
Discussion Prompts

https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topic
s/inclusion/determining-lre-
placements.pdf The 10 page
document offer 14 reference
points, sources and a discussion
prompt

Team Decisions for :

LRE Decisions :

Information Brief Least
Restrictive Environment

RIRISCENTES

Informatian Brief
Least Restrictive Emvieonment (LEE)

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/
wp-
content/uploads/pdf_info_briefs/IR
IS_Least_Restrictive_Environment_
InfoBrief 092519.pdf

Preschool Environments-
Indicator 6

https://www.azed.gov/specialeduc
ation/preschool-environments-
indicator-6

Chart and Table of
Preschool Enviornments
2015-2020

Fillable Continuum_LRE

st Move 2 Kids™

Professional
Development

Early Childhood Inclusion
Webinar

Early Childhood Inclusi

ing State Rec fons from
Federal Policy Statement on Inclusion of Chil

with Phﬁm Earty Childhood Progran

YouTube -

Early Childhood Inclusion Webinar

The State Recommendations for
high quality inclusion programs are
provided in the Inclusion Policy
Statement and address how States
can begin to partner to build a
culture of inclusion.
Representatives from the States of
Maryland, Vermont and
Massachusetts will discuss the
implementation of high quality

Multi-Tiered System of
Support (MTSS)

o and sl ematond podls

Ehariin Tratheer |

Multi-Tiered Systems of
Support for Young Child
Driving Change in Early
Education

{ulti-Tiered Systems of Suppo
Young Children:
Jriving Change in Early Educy
[ M,

Prosanted by

udy Carta & Robin

ity of Kanass  Marlhe

PDF

https://exceptionalstudent.padlet.org/essearlychildhood/ytob2

teb87gpe98s
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