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WELCOME & AGENDA

Purpose: review guidelines and application for

the ARP ESSER Il State Set-Aside Funds.
Welcome & Introductions
RFGA Application Overview
Mechanics of RFGA
Outline of Reviewer Guidance Doc

Overview of ESSA Evidence-Based Tiers:
ADE Accountability

Timeline

Q&A
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RFGA Number: BPMO004016

RFGA Due Date / Time: December 10, 2021

Submittal Location: Submit via Arizona Procurement Portal (APP)
https://appstate.az.gov _

Description of Procurement: ESSER Il Set-Aside/Statewide Recovery Funds

In accordance with A.R.S. § 41-2534, competitive sealed applications for the services specified will be received by
the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) online in the State of Arizona’s online procurement system, Arizona
Procurement Portal (APP) https://appstate.az.qov .




INTRODUCTION

RFGA NO. BPM004016

1.

INTRODUCTION

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:

1.1

The Arizona Department of Education issues this Request for Grant Application (RFGA) Solicitation
concerning the use of ARP ESSER Il Set-Aside Funds (Statewide Recovery Funds) under Section 2001
of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) of 2021, Public Law 117-2, enacted March 11, 2021, in accordance
with AR.S. § 41-2701. Applications for these funds will only be accepted through the Arizona
Procurement Portal (APP). Applications should be submitted on either site will be on or before 5:00pm
(Arizona Time) on December 10, 2021. While this RFGA will remain open until the available funds are
awarded, Applications will be reviewed beginning with those submitted on or before the due date and
periodically afterwards. The failure to submit an Application prior to the award of all funds will result in the
rejection of the Application.
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Program Goals Cont’d

While the vast majority of ARP ESSER Il funds went directly to LEAs for COVID recovery, ADE, as
the State Education Agency, has the authority to maintain a portion of funds for statewide initiatives

and investments. In add|t|on under ARP the E’”“””‘ Fund incl ree State-|e eservaltions
for activities and interventi ad = proportionate impact of COVI 9 on

underrep student sub ,Iuqu each major racial and ethnic group, children from
low-income families, ciiiid Wwith lies, E_“g! sh learners, gender, migrant students students
experiencing homelessness, and children and youth In fosier care:

. 5 % of the total ARP ESSER allocation for the implementation of evidence-based
interventions aimed specifically at addressing learning loss,

. 1 % of the total ARP ESSER allocation for evidence-based summer enrichment programs.
. 1 % of the total ARP ESSER allocation for evidence-based comprehensive after-school
programs




Scope of Work

SCOPE OF SERVICES
Grantee shall:

3.1

3.2

3.2

Propose a service that will support recovery needs and efforts in response to COVID-19

Must address how the funded activity or intervention will address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19
on underrepresented student subgroups, including each major racial and ethnic group, children from
low-income families, children with disabilities, English learners, gender, migrant students, students
experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care:

Propose a measurable service that address one of the top prioritiesriorities within Arizona’s plan:

. Enrichment and reinforcement of learning

. Mental, behavioral, and physical health support for students and educators

. Student and family re-engagement and support for critical transition periods
16




Scope of Work Cont’d

3.3 Propose a service that highlights and falls within the prescribed lanes for ARP-ESSER  funding:

. Learning Loss
. Comprehensive After-School
. Summer Enrichment

34  Propose aservice that is evidence-based. ADE has published resources on the definition and examples of
Evidence-Based Strategies for ESSER Funds:
https://www.azed.qgov/sites/default/files/2021/09/ESSER%20Evidence-Based%20Resources.pdf

3.9 Expend all awarded funds on the proposed service.
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Data Reporting (Important to note: this is
what is required if awarded but not due with

the RFGA)

Annual Report by School Year Report Summer Report by

Dec. 31st by June 30t" Sept 30t

 Oct1, 2021-Sept + SY 2021-2022 « Summer 2022
30, 2022 . SY 2022-203 . Summer 2023

* Oct1,2022-Sept . gy 2023-2024  + Summer 2024
30, 2023

* Oct 1, 2023-Sept
30, 2024



Grant Funding Range:

5.0 What Will Be Funded With This Grant Application?

5.1 This Grant will fund proposals to address the priorities set forth in its plan. The total amount of funds to
be awarded per year for each grant will range from $100,000 - $10,000,000.
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Technical Assistance of the RFGA




The RFGA

NOTE: All substantive questions need to be posted in the Discussion
Forum for the RFGA.

The Contents and some important parts of the RFGA
The Arizona Procurement Portal (APP)

Assistance from the State Procurement Office (SPO)
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The Contents

The Cover Page

The Introduction
Instructions

Terms and Conditions
Scope of Work
Attachments
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The Cover Page

- Important changes

- Provides important information regarding:
. The nature of the RFGA

. When to submit

- How to submit
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The Introduction

. Provides important background information
. Sets out the size of the grants being awarded
. Contains important links to other information
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3. What is the Total Amount of Available Funds?

3.1

ESSER Ill funds awarded to Arizona total $2,580,000,000. For a breakdown of how those funds will be
spent and what funds will be available under this RFGA, please visit ADE’s American Rescue Plan Act

(ARP) Elementary and Secondary Schools Relief Fund Guidance document at
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/05/ESSER%20111%20Fund%20LEA%20Guidance%205222

021.pdf

4. What are the Program Goals?

) 4.1
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October 7, 2021, the U.S. Department of Education announced the approval of Arizona’s American
Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER) plan and distributed
remaining ARP ESSER funds to them.

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) has received funding through the American Rescue Plan
(ARP) Act to provide new Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ARP ESSER 1lI
Fund grants to support local recovery needs and efforts in response to COVID-19.

ESSER Il includes new required set asides for both ADE and LEAs. These will help guide state and local
decision making for leveraging these new funds to accelerate academic success — particularly for our
most vulnerable student populations.

While the vast majority of ARP ESSER Ill funds went directly to LEAs for COVID recovery, ADE, as
the State Education Agency, has the authority to maintain a portion of funds for statewide initiatives
and investments. In addition, under ARP, the ESSER Fund includes three State-level reservations
for activities and interventions that address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on
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5.0 What Will Be Funded With This Grant Application?

5.1 This Grant will fund proposals to address the priorities set forth in its plan. The total amount of funds to
be awarded per year for each grant will range from $100,000 - $10,000,000|
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The Instructions

» Special Instructions to Applicants
Information that is relevant to this specific RFGA.
- EXxplains the evaluation criteria.
- Note ALL QUESTIONS ARE TO BE POSTED ON APP

* How to Prepare and Submit an Application
- Lists the exhibits to be included
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2. Evaluation Criteria:
Applications for the ARP ESSER Statewide Recovery Funds will be evaluated pursuant to the requirements of
A.R.S. §15-719. The evaluation criteria are listed in the relative order of importance and are based on the
" following:
2.1. Method of Approach as it relates to each of the Scope of Work requirements.
2.2. Experience/expertise/reliability and qualifications based on the Applicant Capability narrative, background,
history, track record, program effectiveness, staff resumes, letters of reference, and letters of support.
- Ability to perform services as reflected by availability and suitability of staff resources.
2.3. Conformance to all other RFGA requirements and conditions.
) 3. Questions:
All questions regarding this solicitation shall be submitted within the APP system no later than seven (7) calendar
days prior to the solicitation due date|
4. Confidential Information:
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- 4, Confidential Information:

If an Applicant believes that their Application contains information that should be withheld, a statement advising
the Procurement Officer of this fact and explaining the reasons for confidentiality shall accompany the
submission, and the information shall be so identified wherever it appears. The Applicant shall stamp or
specifically identify all information believed to be confidential. The information identified by the Applicant as
confidential shall not be disclosed until the State Government Administrator (or his/her designee) makes a written
- determination. The Administrator shall review the statement and information and shall determine in writing
' whether the information shall be withheld. If the Administrator determines the information is not confidential, the
Administrator shall inform the Applicant in writing of such determination.

9. Discussion:

i The ADE reserves the option to conduct discussions with Applicants. The purpose of these discussions is to
provide clarification and to assure full understanding of and responsiveness to the Application requirements
regarding the Grant.

- 6. Multiple Awards:

ADE reserves the right to award to multiple Applicants. |
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3.3. The Applicant shall include at least the following information:

3.3.1. Table of Contents for entire Application with page
numbers,

3.3.2. Attachment 1, Grant Application, completed

3.3.3. Attachment 2, Applicant Information, completed
3.3.4. Attachment 3, Applicant’s Key Personnel, completed
3.3.5. Attachment 4, Applicant’s Experience, completed
3.3.6. Attachment 5, Questionnaire, completed

3.3.7. Attachment 6, Deviations and Exceptions, completed
3.3.8. Attachment 7, Confidential/Proprietary Submittals,
completed

3.3.9. Attachment 8, Designation of Confidential, Trade

Secret and Proprietary Information, completed

3.3.10. Attachment 9, Participation in Boycott of Israel,
completed

3.3.11. Attachment 10, Proposed Budget

ATrizona
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Terms and Conditions

Sets out the Terms and Conditions that will become the Grant
contract.

You must accept all material Terms and Conditions.

Objections:

- Will be denied if the objection materially alters the Terms
and Conditions.

« Accepting any objections is in ADE’s sole discretion

ATrizona
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1. Status Term. The initial term of Status as an ADE Grantee shall commence upon award of and
signature by the State Government Administrator, and shall remain in effect until September 30, 2024,
unless terminated, canceled, or extended as otherwise provided herein.

15. Invoicing: Invoices must include an invoice number and date, and a signature. Invoice
numbers cannot be repeated from one month to the next or one year to the next. Invoices must also
include the remit address — the name and address the payment goes to, as it appears in APP; and the
buyer address — ADE’s name and address. They can be e-mailed to accountspay@azed.gov .

Invoices also need the contract number and PO number, along with a description and details.




Scope of Work

« Sets forth what it is we want you to do.

* Looking for proposals for programs that meet the criteria of the
Scope of Work

* Also contains reporting requirements and deliverables.
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2= Department of Education



3.

SCOPE OF SERVICES
Grantee shall;

3.1

3.2

3.2

3.3

3.4

Propose a service that will support recovery needs and efforts in response to COVID-19

Must address how the funded activity or intervention will address the disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on underrepresented student subgroups, including each major racial and ethnic
group, children from low-income families, children with disabilities, English learners, gender,
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care:
Propose a measurable service that address one of the top priorities within Arizona’s plan:

«  Enrichment and reinforcement of learning

« Mental, behavioral, and physical health support for students and educators

«  Student and family re-engagement and support for critical transition periods

Propose a service that highlights and falls within the prescribed lanes for ARP-ESSER funding:
 Learning Loss

«  Comprehensive After-School

«  Summer Enrichment

Propose a service that is evidence-based. ADE has published resources on the definition and
examples of Evidence-Based Strategies for ESSER Funds:

X W u I
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/ESSER%20Evidence-Based%20Resources.pdf
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4. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
Grantee shall:

41 Provide all data that ADE in its sole discretion has determined it needs in order to fully comply with its reporting
requirements and/or to judge the efficacy of the program.

4.2  Submit the following reports on the designated schedule:

4.2.1 Submit an annual data report by December 315t for the following reporting periods (as applicable based
on the term of your contract/agreement with ADE). Reports will include applicable data reporting
requirements and an overall narrative on targeted approaches and strategies for vulnerable student
populations, as defined by US Department of Education:

a. October 1, 2021 — September 30, 2022
b. October 1, 2022 — September 30, 2023
C. October 1, 2023 — September 30, 2024

4.2.2 Submit a school year data report by June 30t for the following school year reporting periods (as
applicable based on the term of your contract/agreement with ADE). Reports will include applicable data
reporting requirements and an overall narrative on targeted approaches and strategies for vulnerable
student populations, as defined by US Department of Education:

a. SY 2021-2022
b. SY 2022-2023
C. SY 2023-2024 .
- - i - 4
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The Attachments

Attachment 1, Grant Application

Attachment 2, Applicant Information

Attachment 3, Applicant’'s Key Personnel
Attachment 4, Applicant’s Experience
Attachment 5, Questionnaire

Attachment 6, Deviations and Exceptions
Attachment 7, Confidential/Proprietary Submittals

Attachment 8, Designation of Confidential, Trade Secret and
Proprietary Information

Attachment 9, Participation in Boycott of Israel
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The Arizona Procurement Portal

* app.az.gov or appstate.az.gov

- Links from the title page.

- Also links from the SPO page
* You must register as a vendor to submit an application
* You must register as a vendor to get paid.
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The State Procurement Office

Spo0.az.gov
Has Information regarding APP including:

APP Support has Quick Reference Guides on
- How to reqister as a vendor
- How to submit an offer

How To Do Business With the State
APP Help Desk: (602) 542-7600

..A J
ék@ Elzona

Department of Education
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Guidance Document

Access Public Comment:

o7
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https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/10/Draft%20of%20ARP%20ESSER%20State%20Set%20Aside%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/esser/public-comment-arp-esser-guidance

Strong
Evidence

Moderate
Evidence

@

Promising
Evidence

Demonstrates
a Ratlonale

E

Study Design

Walldesigned and implemanted
experimental study, meats WWC
standards without reservations

Welldesigned and implamented
quasl-experimental study,
meets WWC standards

with reservations

Walldesigned and implemented
correlational study, statistically
controls for selection bias®

Welldafined logic model basad
on rgorous resaarch

Results of
the Study

Statistically significant positive
effect on & relevant outcome

Statistically significant positive
effect on a relevant outcome

Statistically significant positive
effect on a relevant cutcome

An effort to study the effects
of the intervention is planned
or currently under way

Evidence

ESSA liers of

Mateh

to your setting

to your setting

@5’ Mo strong negative findings No strong negative findings No strong negative findings N/A
from experimental or quasi- from experimental or quasi- from experimental or quasi-
Findings From | experimental studies experimental studies experimental studies
Related Studies
m At least 350 participants, At least 350 participants, BSA N/A
conducted In more than conducted in more than
Sample Size | ;4 district or school one district or school
& Setting
@ Similar population and setting Similar population or setting MN/A N/ A

a. Findings from experimental and quasi-experimental studies that either (a) meet the first three criteria for Tiers 1 and 2 but not the sample size, setting, or

maich requirements, or (b) do not meet WWC standards but statistically control for selection bias between the treatment and comparison groups are also
eligible to meet Tier 3 Promicing Evidence

XX A rizona

Department of Education



Basics of Reviewing a Research Study

Study Source: Where the research comes from
* Credibility
* Peer Review
* Independent Researchers

Study Design: How the study was designed and carried out

SOURCE

» Baseline Equivalency RELEVANCE
. Sample Less confidence More confidence e
* QOutcome Measures : 7X '

Study Findings: The measures of the intervention’s effectiveness and strength /
. Stﬂtlﬂt];l: ﬂl_ Sl ﬂl: ance Not stafistically significant Statistically significant

: Weaker effec Stronger effec

» Effect Size ! i - il ko

Study Relevance: How the research may apply ﬁynur context
» Match to Population and Setting
. Mﬂtﬂh to NEEdS Less relevant More relevant

L 7, |

N

FINDINGS

XA rizona
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edLabs/regions/west/Publications/Details/300

ESSA Evidence Tier 4: Demonstrates a Rationale
A well-developed logic model or theory of action based on existing or ongoing research

Logic Model is a graphical representation of relationships between parts of a program and its expected outcomes.

I you have

thase ~ and do these
resources in things,
Problem Statement or s
Need
Rosourcos Activities Mid -term Long-term

outcomas outcomas outcomes

Other considerations: include research base

Theory of Action is an evidence-based story, that explains the specific intended actions to improve teaching and/or learning; a logical chain of
reasoning that explains how change will lead to improved outcomes

If we ... inputs, actions and outputs Then ... intended outcomes (short term, mid-term) and long-term outcome

And then...

Goal or Long-Term
Outcome

If ... Then ...
Actions Midterm Outcomes

self conducted studies.

Arizona
2= Department of Education


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/resources/pemtoolkit/module1-ch1.asp

Model

ler 4 Logic
SPAM-Sports and
Math

Note: This example is not
meant to be an exemplar.

Froblem statement

MMiddle school has low performance on state math assessments [only 15 percent proficient or advanced). In addition, the community around the middle school is
experiencing issues with unsupervised students after school. Incidents involving middle school students are up 17 percent over the last three years. Stakeholders,
including school staff, students, parents, police, property owners, and businesses, are concernad about the low performance and unsupervised after-school time.

Resources

* Grant funding

» Facilities (office
space, gym,
classrooms,
outdoor space)

* Transportation
* Volunteer
tutors

* Math
instructional and
extension
activities

* Partnerships
with the local
recreation center
and businesses

* Supplies
sEquipment

Activities

* Training of
volunteer
tutors

* Qutreach
activities, such
as newsletters

* school
consultation

* Math
instructional
and extension
activities, such
as math games
and
experiments

* Recreational
sports activities

Qutputs
* Student
attendance
* Hours of
provided
tutoring
» Tutors
attendance at
trainings
& Tutoring
records
* Lesson plans
# Schedules of
math
extension,
recreational
sports
activities
* Consultation
notes

Short-term
outcomes
® Community
awareness of
program
* Increased
tutor
knowledge of
effective
techniques
* Student
awareness of
program
* school
promotion of
program
* Increased
teacher
support for
program

Mid-term
outcomes

* Increased
student
participation
in program
* Increased
engagement
in math
classes

s Improved
math
outcomes
sIncreased
readiness for
high school
math

* Increased
community
support

Long-term
outcomes

* Increased
graduation
rates

* Decreased
number of
issues in the
community
* |[ncreased
enrollment
in advanced
math
courses in
high school
* Improved
performance
on state
math
assessments

Other considerations: Research has indicated that low math performance in middle school is correlated with low graduation rates and that unsupervised after-
school time is related to an increase in community issues. There is evidence that small group tutoring with highly trained tutors over 3 substantial time period
produces improvements in academic outcomes. Including recreational activities will improve attendance; improve physical and social emotional well-being;
improved academics will improve school attendance and reduce in school behavior incidents.




Tier 4 Theory of
Action
Reading through the
Arts

Note: This example is not meant to
be an exemplar.

Problem statement or Need: Data shows many K-2 students are lacking early literacy skills that are
foundational to becoming fluent readers; most of our families have indicated they want supportin
the area of developing literacy skills; free, engaging after school activities are also an expressed need.

p.

.

N

4

Then students will: develop
a love of books and story
glong with the early
literacy skills to become

successful readers, in a
safe, caring, creative, and
maotivating after school
environment

Then students will: be
much more likely to read
on grade level by end of

third grade; readily engage
in reading for enjoymenit
and succcessfully read to

learn in intermediate

grades, middle and high

school; graduate from high
school careeer or college

ready.

Other considerations: Research shows positive impact of art on academic performance;
students who received more arts education did better on standardized tests, improved their
social skills and were more motivated than those who had reduced or no access; arts education
help raise test scores and help the learning process itself. Early reading proficiency is a leading

indicator for school success and graduation.




Credible

EVIDENCE == L!

= National Center on
for ESSA == INTENSIVE INTERVENTION

at Amencan Institutes for Research B

SAFER SCHOOLS AND CAMPUSES
LEARNING @ ﬁ S| BEST PRACTICES
POLICY CLEARINGHOUSE

e

x’/;/ %P, /; , Campbell
M/f o Collaboration

Better avidence for o better world I E S ::' WWC g::rti rgf\z:kjse

$ERIC

Institute of Education Sciences

Social and Emotional
Learning Interventions

III
I
rd
&

RAND

CORPORATION

W

Read Online
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http://www.evidenceforessa.org/
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/evidence-based-interventions
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://eric.ed.gov/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://pg.casel.org/review-programs/
https://www.blueprintsprograms.org/
https://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/Documents/School-Leadership-Interventions-ESSA-Evidence-Review.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2133.html

Other Resources

Covid Relief Playbook: Smart Strateqgies for Investing Federal
Funding | Future Ed (future-ed.orq)

Evidence Review and Effective Practices Briefs

Supporting Child and Student Social, Emotional, Behavioral, and
Mental Health

ADE School Improvement Evidence Based Practices \Webpage
AIR ESSA Tiers of Evidence
Evidence-based Improvement

USED Nonreqgulatory Guidance: Using Evidence to Strengthen
Education Investments

XA rizona

Department of Education


https://www.future-ed.org/covid-playbook/
http://www.centeril.org/resources/EvidenceReviewandEffectivePracticesBriefs.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/students/supporting-child-student-social-emotional-behavioral-mental-health.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/improvement/evidence-based-practices
https://www.air.org/resource/essa-tiers-evidence-services
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf

A} ATrizona

/= Department of Education

Any questions? Contact Us

All RFGA Questions must be submitted via the APP Discussion
Portal: https://spo.az.qov/suppliers/a ort/quick-reference-

48



https://spo.az.gov/suppliers/app-support/quick-reference-guides
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