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Devon Isherwood, devon.Isherwood@azed.gov
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WELCOME & AGENDA

Purpose: review guidelines and application for 

the ARP ESSER III State Set-Aside Funds.

I. Welcome & Introductions 

II. RFGA Application Overview

III. Mechanics of RFGA

IV. Outline of Reviewer Guidance Doc 

V. Overview of ESSA Evidence-Based Tiers: 

ADE Accountability 

VI. Timeline

VII. Q&A



ARP ESSER III State Set-Aside 
RFGA







Program Goals Cont’d



Scope of Work



Scope of Work Cont’d



Data Reporting (Important to note: this is 
what is required if awarded but not due with 
the RFGA)
Annual Report by 
Dec. 31st

• Oct 1, 2021-Sept 
30, 2022

• Oct 1, 2022-Sept 
30, 2023

• Oct 1, 2023-Sept 
30, 2024

School Year Report 
by June 30th

• SY 2021-2022
• SY 2022-203
• SY 2023-2024

Summer Report by 
Sept 30th

• Summer 2022
• Summer 2023
• Summer 2024



Grant Funding Range: 



Technical Assistance of the RFGA



The RFGA

NOTE: All substantive questions need to be posted in the Discussion 
Forum for the RFGA.

The Contents and some important parts of the RFGA

The Arizona Procurement Portal (APP)

Assistance from the State Procurement Office (SPO)



The Contents

• The Cover Page
• The Introduction
• Instructions
• Terms and Conditions
• Scope of Work
• Attachments



The Cover Page

• Important changes
• Provides important information regarding:

• The nature of the RFGA
• When to submit
• How to submit





The Introduction

• Provides important background information
• Sets out the size of the grants being awarded
• Contains important links to other information







The Instructions

• Special Instructions to Applicants
• Information that is relevant to this specific RFGA.
• Explains the evaluation criteria.
• Note ALL QUESTIONS ARE TO BE POSTED ON APP

• How to Prepare and Submit an Application
• Lists the exhibits to be included







3.3. The Applicant shall include at least the following information:
3.3.1. Table of Contents for entire Application with page 
numbers,
3.3.2. Attachment 1, Grant Application, completed
3.3.3. Attachment 2, Applicant Information, completed
3.3.4. Attachment 3, Applicant’s Key Personnel, completed
3.3.5. Attachment 4, Applicant’s Experience, completed  
3.3.6. Attachment 5, Questionnaire, completed
3.3.7. Attachment 6, Deviations and Exceptions, completed
3.3.8. Attachment 7, Confidential/Proprietary Submittals, 
completed
3.3.9. Attachment 8, Designation of Confidential, Trade 
Secret and Proprietary Information, completed
3.3.10. Attachment 9, Participation in Boycott of Israel, 
completed
3.3.11. Attachment 10, Proposed Budget
3.3.12. Other Attachments



Terms and Conditions

• Sets out the Terms and Conditions that will become the Grant 
contract.

• You must accept all material Terms and Conditions.
• Objections:

• Will be denied if the objection materially alters the Terms 
and Conditions.

• Accepting any objections is in ADE’s sole discretion



1. Status Term. The initial term of Status as an ADE Grantee shall commence upon award of and
signature by the State Government Administrator, and shall remain in effect until September 30, 2024,
unless terminated, canceled, or extended as otherwise provided herein.

15. Invoicing: Invoices must include an invoice number and date, and a signature. Invoice
numbers cannot be repeated from one month to the next or one year to the next. Invoices must also
include the remit address – the name and address the payment goes to, as it appears in APP; and the
buyer address – ADE’s name and address. They can be e-mailed to accountspay@azed.gov .

Invoices also need the contract number and PO number, along with a description and details.



Scope of Work

• Sets forth what it is we want you to do.
• Looking for proposals for programs that meet the criteria of the 

Scope of Work
• Also contains reporting requirements and deliverables.



3. SCOPE OF SERVICES
Grantee shall:

3.1 Propose a service that will support recovery needs and efforts in response to COVID-19

3.2 Must address how the funded activity or intervention will address the disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on underrepresented student subgroups, including each major racial and ethnic
group, children from low-income families, children with disabilities, English learners, gender,
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children and youth in foster care:

3.2 Propose a measurable service that address one of the top priorities within Arizona’s plan:
• Enrichment and reinforcement of learning
• Mental, behavioral, and physical health support for students and educators
• Student and family re-engagement and support for critical transition periods

3.3 Propose a service that highlights and falls within the prescribed lanes for ARP-ESSER funding:
• Learning Loss
• Comprehensive After-School
• Summer Enrichment

3.4 Propose a service that is evidence-based. ADE has published resources on the definition and 
examples of Evidence-Based Strategies for ESSER Funds: 
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/ESSER%20Evidence-Based%20Resources.pdf

3.5 Expend all awarded funds on the proposed service.

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/09/ESSER%20Evidence-Based%20Resources.pdf




The Attachments

• Attachment 1, Grant Application
• Attachment 2, Applicant Information
• Attachment 3, Applicant’s Key Personnel
• Attachment 4, Applicant’s Experience 
• Attachment 5, Questionnaire
• Attachment 6, Deviations and Exceptions
• Attachment 7, Confidential/Proprietary Submittals
• Attachment 8, Designation of Confidential, Trade Secret and 

Proprietary Information
• Attachment 9, Participation in Boycott of Israel



The Arizona Procurement Portal

• app.az.gov or appstate.az.gov
• Links from the title page.
• Also links from the SPO page

• You must register as a vendor to submit an application
• You must register as a vendor to get paid.













The State Procurement Office

• spo.az.gov
• Has Information regarding APP including:
• APP Support has Quick Reference Guides on

• How to register as a vendor
• How to submit an offer

• How To Do Business With the State
• APP Help Desk: (602) 542-7600





Guidance Document 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/10/Draft%20of%20ARP%20
ESSER%20State%20Set%20Aside%20Guidance.pdf

Access Public Comment: 
https://www.azed.gov/esser/public-comment-arp-esser-
guidance

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/10/Draft%20of%20ARP%20ESSER%20State%20Set%20Aside%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/esser/public-comment-arp-esser-guidance
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edLabs/regions/west/Publications/Details/300

Comparison groups?
Size

P value = <.05
.04 or above

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edLabs/regions/west/Publications/Details/300


ESSA Evidence Tier 4: Demonstrates a Rationale
A well-developed logic model or theory of action based on existing or ongoing research

Logic Model is a graphical representation of relationships between parts of a program and its expected outcomes.

Theory of Action is an evidence-based story, that explains the specific intended actions to improve teaching and/or learning; a logical chain of 
reasoning that explains how change will lead to improved outcomes

If we … inputs, actions and outputs Then … intended outcomes (short term, mid-term) and long-term outcome

Based on Research - research studies that might not meet requirements for top 3 tiers, informal studies, local formative data, observation data, 
self conducted studies.
Program Evaluation Toolkit | REL Central (ed.gov)

Problem Statement or 
Need

Other considerations: include research base

If … 
Actions

Then …
Midterm Outcomes

And then…
Goal or Long-Term 

Outcome

Problem Statement or 
Need

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/central/resources/pemtoolkit/module1-ch1.asp
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Note: This example is not 
meant to be an exemplar.
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Note: This example is not meant to 
be an exemplar.

If we offer an afterschool 
early literacy and arts 

program that uses the arts 
as the vehicle to instill the 
love of books and story, 

print motivation and 
awareness; to develop 

language skills, 
vocabulary and narrative 
skills; to understand how 
books work, concepts of 
print; to increase letter 

knowledge; and to 
enhance phonological 

awareness



Credible 
Sources

Evidence for ESSA

Learning Policy Institute

National Center on Intensive Intervention

Best Practices Clearinghouse

The Campbell Collaboration

ERIC - Education Resources 
Information Center

WWC | Find What Works! (ed.gov)

CASEL Program 
Guide

Blueprints for Healthy 
Youth Development

School Leadership 
Interventions

Social and Emotional 
Learning

http://www.evidenceforessa.org/
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/evidence-based-interventions
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/
https://bestpracticesclearinghouse.ed.gov/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/
https://eric.ed.gov/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/
https://pg.casel.org/review-programs/
https://www.blueprintsprograms.org/
https://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/Documents/School-Leadership-Interventions-ESSA-Evidence-Review.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2133.html


Other Resources
Covid Relief Playbook: Smart Strategies for Investing Federal 
Funding | Future Ed (future-ed.org)
Evidence Review and Effective Practices Briefs
Supporting Child and Student Social, Emotional, Behavioral, and 
Mental Health
ADE School Improvement Evidence Based Practices Webpage
AIR ESSA Tiers of Evidence
Evidence-based Improvement
USED Nonregulatory Guidance: Using Evidence to Strengthen 
Education Investments

https://www.future-ed.org/covid-playbook/
http://www.centeril.org/resources/EvidenceReviewandEffectivePracticesBriefs.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/documents/students/supporting-child-student-social-emotional-behavioral-mental-health.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/improvement/evidence-based-practices
https://www.air.org/resource/essa-tiers-evidence-services
https://www.wested.org/resources/evidence-based-improvement-essa-guide-for-states/
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
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Any questions? Contact Us

All RFGA Questions must be submitted via the APP Discussion 
Portal: https://spo.az.gov/suppliers/app-support/quick-reference-

guides

https://spo.az.gov/suppliers/app-support/quick-reference-guides
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