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About the Sample Test Scoring Guide  

The Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment (AASA) Sample Test Scoring Guides provide 

details about the items, student response types, correct responses, and related scoring 

considerations for AASA Sample Test items.  

 

Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information:  

•   Item number  

• Strand  

•  Cluster  

•  Content Standard  

•  Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 

•  Static presentation of the item 

•  Static presentation of student response field (when appropriate)  

•  Answer key, rubric or exemplar  

•  Applicable score point(s) for each item  

 

The items included in this guide are representative of the kinds of items that students can 

expect to experience when taking the computer-based test for AASA Grade 8 ELA. 
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

1 Reading for Information Craft and Structure 8.RI.4 1 

 

Passage: 

• A Day in the Life of Robotina 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

2 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.1 1 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Continued on the next page)  
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Scoring Rubric – Item Number 2 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Students should select the following answers: 

• robots can assist people in high-intensity situations 

• make humans significantly more productive 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

3 Reading for Information Craft and Structure 8.RI.5 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

4 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.2 2 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected the correct answer for both parts.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

5 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.2 2 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

6 Reading for Information Craft and Structure 8.RI.6 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   



Sample Test Scoring Guide | Grade 8 ELA 
 

 

11 
 

Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 
 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

7 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.3 2 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Student selected the following answers: 

• Possess human qualities = Robotina Robot 

• Assist humans in daily tasks = Both 

• Perform only one task = Average Robot 

• Adapt to human motion = Robotina Robot 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

8 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.3 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   



Sample Test Scoring Guide | Grade 8 ELA 
 

 

13 
 

Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

9 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.1 2 

 

Passages: 

• from “The Village of Left-Behinds” 

• Free Books 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

10 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure 8.RL.4 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

11 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.3 3 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Student response includes one or more of the following: 

• Every sock but the fuzzy red-and-white striped mayor sock was used for 

cleaning and gardening. 

• Snow melted and revealed the fuzzy red-and-white striped sock that was 

missing. 

• The fuzzy red-and-white striped mayor sock was reunited with its match. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

12 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.3 2 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

13 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.2 3 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  Part B - Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Part B correct answers are selected: 

• "Good. Pass them on." 

• he grabbed that very first mystery from his shelf and called his friend 

Daniel. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

  

(1 Point)   Student selected the correct answer(s) for both parts.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

14 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.1 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

15 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure 8.RL.5 3 

 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Student selected the following answers: 

• Dropdown 1: A thoughtful consideration 

• Dropdown 2: A significant object 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant 

 

(1 Point). Student selected the correct answers from the dropdowns.    
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

16 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure 8.RL.5 2 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page)  
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Scoring Rubric – Item Number 16 
 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Student selected the following answers: 

• Begins with a brief description of the main setting = Both Passages 

• Includes several flashbacks to previous events = from "The Village of               

Left-Behinds" 

• Has an ending that is open to continuing the story = Both Passages 

• Uses dialogue to develop a change in a character = "Free Books" 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

17 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 8.RL.3 2 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

18 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 8.RI.3 2 

 

Passages: 

• Shining a Light on Bioluminescence and Fluorescence 

• The Glow of Bioluminescent Bay 
 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected the correct answer for both parts.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

19 Reading for Information Craft and Structure 8.RI.6 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   



Sample Test Scoring Guide | Grade 8 ELA 
 

 

27 
 

Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

20 Speaking and Listening Comprehension and Collaboration 8.SL.2 2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

21 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 8.RI.7 2 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

22 Language Conventions of Standard English 8.L.2 1 

 

Passage: 

• A Bridge Amongst the Clouds 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

23 Language Conventions of Standard English 
8.L.2; 

8.L.1.b 
1 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

             

               
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2 Points)  Student selected the correct answer for both parts.   
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Grade 8 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

24 Language Conventions of Standard English 
8.L.1; 

8.L.2.c 
1 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2 Points)  Student selected the correct answer for both parts. 
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