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About the Sample Test Scoring Guide  

The Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment (AASA) Sample Test Scoring Guides provide 

details about the items, student response types, correct responses, and related scoring 

considerations for AASA Sample Test items.  

 

Within this guide, each item is presented with the following information:  

•   Item number  

• Strand  

•  Cluster  

•  Content Standard  

•  Depth of Knowledge (DOK) 

•  Static presentation of the item 

•  Static presentation of student response field (when appropriate)  

•  Answer key, rubric or exemplar  

•  Applicable score point(s) for each item  

 

The items included in this guide are representative of the kinds of items that students can 

expect to experience when taking the computer-based test for AASA Grade 3 ELA. 
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

1 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 3.RL.2 2 

 
Passage: 

• Why the Evergreen Trees Never Lose Their Leaves 

 

 
 
(1 Point) 
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

2 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details  3.RL.3 3 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A  

 
 

(Continued on the next page)  
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 
 

 Scoring Rubric P 

Score Description 

1 

Both correct answers are selected: 

• could not fly with the others 
 

• alone in the cold world 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected correct answer for each part.   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

3 Reading for Literature Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3.RL.7 2 

 

 
 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

4 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure 3.RL.4 1 

 

 
 

(1 Point)    
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

5 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 3.RL.3 1 

 

 
 

 Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

All correct answers are selected: 

• Refuses to help because the little bird is a stranger--Willow Tree 

• Fears that the little bird will eat too much--Oak Tree 

• Offers to help keep the little bird warm--Pine Tree 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

6 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure 3.RL.5 2 

 

 

 

(1 Point)    
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

7 Reading for Literature Craft and Structure  3.RL.6 3 

 

 
 

 Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Both correct answers are selected: 

1. voice that is not a character 
 

2. all the characters 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected both correct answers from the dropdowns.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

8 Reading for Literature Key Ideas and Details 3.RL.1 2 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected the correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

9 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 3.RI.3 2 

 
Passages: 

• Double the Fun 

• Dancing with Bamboo 

 

 

(1 Point)  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

10 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3.RI.8 3 

 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected the correct answer for each part.   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

11 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 3.RI.1 2 

 

 

 Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

Both correct answers are selected: 

• They do acrobatic tricks. 

• Some compete to see who can complete the most jumps in the shortest 
time. 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

(1 Point)  Student selected both correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

12 Reading for Information Craft and Structure 3.RI.6 2 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

13 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3.RI.7 2 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

14 Language  Vocabulary Acquisition and Use  3.L.4.c 1 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

15 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 3.RI.2 2 

 

 

 

(1 Point)  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 
 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

16 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3.RI.9 3 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page)  
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Scoring Rubric – Item Number 16 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

A top response should include one or more pieces of the following valid 
information from each passage: 

Double Dutch was created by people who were making rope. The tinikling dance 
was created when people were imitating the tikling bird. 

• "Double the Fun": 
o Double Dutch “might have started from a method used to make rope.” 

(paragraph 2) 
o People could have tied a plant to a wheel and themselves, and then 

walked backward to spin it. This made rope. People probably had to 
jump over ropes that were being twisted. (paragraph 3) 

o Later, double Dutch became a game, which spread to the US. 
(paragraph 4) 
 

• "Dancing with Bamboo": 
o Rice farmers in the Philippines set out bamboo in their fields to prevent 

crop damage. (paragraph 2) 
o The tinikling dance is based on the way the tikling bird walks through 

the rice fields to dodge the bamboo. (paragraph 2) 

0 

• The response is incorrect. 

• The response is not based on the text. 

• No response is provided 

 

(1 point)   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

17 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 3.RI.9 2 

 

 

(Continued on the next page)  



Sample Test Scoring Guide | Grade 3 ELA 
 

 

23 
 

Scoring Rubric – Item Number 17 

Scoring Rubric 

Score Description 

1 

All correct answers are selected: 

1. People can compete when performing the activity--Double Dutch only 
2. People must jump during the activity--Both Activities 
3. People control the rhythm of the activity with the poles--The Tinikling Dance 

Only 

0 The response is incorrect or irrelevant. 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

18 Reading for Information Key Ideas and Details 3.RI.1 1 

 
Passages: 

• That's What People Wrote On 

• from “The Story of Books” 

 

 

(1 Point)  Student selected all of the correct answers.  
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

19 Reading for Information Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  3.RI.8 2 

 

 

 

(1 point)   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

20 Speaking and Listening  Comprehension and Collaboration 3.SL.3 2 

 

 

 

(1 point)   



Sample Test Scoring Guide | Grade 3 ELA 
 

 

27 
 

Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 
 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

21 Speaking and Listening  Comprehension and Collaboration 3.SL.2 2 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 
 

(1 Point)  Student selected the correct answer for each part.   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 

 
Item 

Number 
Strand Cluster 

Content 
Standard 

DOK 

22 Language  Conventions of Standard English  3.L.1.b 1 

 
Passage: 

• A New Statue 
 

 

 

(1 Point)   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 
 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

23 Language  Conventions of Standard English 
3.L.1.i;  

3.L.2 
1 

 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B  

 

 

 

(2 Points)  Student selected the correct answer for each part.   
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Grade 3 ELA Sample Test 
 

Item 
Number 

Strand Cluster 
Content 
Standard 

DOK 

24 Language  Conventions of Standard English  
3.L.1.d;  

3.L.2 
1 

Note: This question has two parts – Part A 

 

(Continued on the next page) 
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Note: This question has two parts (cont.) – Part B 

 

(2 Points)  Student selected the correct answer for each part.  
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