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In the Chat…

Take minute to introduce yourselves 
and let us know where you are from.



Outcomes

• Participants will leave with a knowledge of 
the most current research on reading and 
social studies.

• Participants will understand what literacy-
rich means.

• Participants will be able to identify literacy-
rich lessons in the classroom.

• Participants will have access to many 
literacy-rich resources.



Why do we need literacy-
rich lessons?



“ It is very important that you learn 
about traxoline. Traxoline is a new 
form of zionter. It is montilled in 
Ceristanna. The Ceristannians
gristerlate large amounts of fevon and 
then brachter it to quasel traxoline. 
Traxoline may well be one of our most 
lukized snezlaus in the future because 
of our zionter lescelidge.”



Question 1
What is traxoline?

“It is very important that you 
learn about traxoline. 
Traxoline is a new form of 
zionter. It is montilled in 
Ceristanna. The 
Ceristannians gristerlate
large amounts of fevon and 
then brachter it to quasel
traxoline. Traxoline may well 
be one of our most lukized
snezlaus in the future 
because of our zionter
lescelidge.”



Question 2
Where is traxoline
monotilled?

“It is very important that you 
learn about traxoline. 
Traxoline is a new form of 
zionter. It is montilled in 
Ceristanna. The 
Ceristannians gristerlate
large amounts of fevon and 
then brachter it to quasel
traxoline. Traxoline may well 
be one of our most lukized
snezlaus in the future 
because of our zionter
lescelidge.”



Question 3
How is traxoline
quaselled?

“It is very important that you 
learn about traxoline. 
Traxoline is a new form of 
zionter. It is montilled in 
Ceristanna. The 
Ceristannians gristerlate
large amounts of fevon and 
then brachter it to quasel
traxoline. Traxoline may well 
be one of our most lukized
snezlaus in the future 
because of our zionter
lescelidge.”



Question 4
Why is it 
important to 
know about 
traxoline?

“It is very important that you 
learn about traxoline. 
Traxoline is a new form of 
zionter. It is montilled in 
Ceristanna. The 
Ceristannians gristerlate
large amounts of fevon and 
then brachter it to quasel
traxoline. Traxoline may well 
be one of our most lukized
snezlaus in the future 
because of our zionter
lescelidge.”



Why do we need literacy-rich social 
studies lessons?
“The batsmen were 
merciless against the 
bowlers. The bowlers 
placed their men in slips 
and covers. But to no avail. 
The batsmen hit one four 
after another with an 
occasional six. Not once did 
a ball look like it would hit 
their stumps or be caught.” 
Tierney and Pearson (1981)

What is this article 
about? Type your 
answer into the chat



https://ccsso.org/resource-library/marginalization-social-studies


NAEP



Research

• Social studies is critical to literacy 
success

• Studies - Willingham, Leslie and 
Recht, Wexler

• Fordham Study
• Nell Duke

http://www.danielwillingham.com/daniel-willingham-science-and-education-blog/school-time-knowledge-and-reading-comprehension
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/232584848_Effect_of_Prior_Knowledge_on_Good_and_Poor_Readers'_Memory_of_Text
https://nataliewexler.com/the-knowledge-gap/
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/social-studies-instruction-and-reading-comprehension
https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/nkduke/home/project-place-units


Fordham Study
1. Elementary school students in the 

U.S. spend much more time on ELA 
than on any other subject.

2. Students from less-affluent 
backgrounds, Hispanic students, and 
those attending public schools 
(traditional and charter) spend more 
classroom time on ELA than do other 
students.

3. Increased instructional time in social 
studies – but not in ELA – is 
associated with improved reading 
ability.

4. The students who benefit the most 
from additional social studies time 
are girls and those from lower-
income and/or non-English-
speaking homes.

https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/social-studies-instruction-and-reading-comprehension


Nell Duke –
Project PLACE

“Kids are getting to 4th grade 
with the ability to read words, 
but they don’t have the world 
knowledge necessary to 
comprehend. They don’t have 
the background knowledge 
that the authors assume that 
they would have.” (Nell Duke 
2018)

Nell Duke Video

https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/nkduke/home/project-place-units
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAWO2lvAnjI


Timothy Shanahan’s research
What students read matters

Set reading goals

Read multiple texts on a topic

Context is a must

Break the reading block

Write and often in ALL areas

https://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/blog/knowing-and-reading-what-can-we-do-to-make-sure-kids-know-enough-to-comprehend#sthash.ZSsAij2t.X1yV02fK.dpbs


What does literacy-rich 
mean?



What is literacy-rich?

• More than just reading a social 
studies book

• Requires engagement with primary 
sources

• Why would someone not celebrate 
the 4th of July?

• Histories Mysteries
• Observe | Reflect | Question

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?
A day that shows [the enslaved person], more than all 
other days in the year, the unjust actions which he faces. 
To [an enslaved person], your celebration is a lie; your 
liberty, your patriotism, your sounds of celebration are 
empty and heartless; your shouts of liberty and equality, 
with all your parades, are, to [an enslaved person], a thin 
cover over crimes [of slavery] which would disgrace a 
nation. The people of these United States are guilty of 
unjust crimes against slaves. I am not included in this 
glorious anniversary! This Fourth of July is yours not mine.”



Primary Sources



Secondary Sources



Sourcing and 
Media Literacy

How do I know if 
this source is 

reliable?



Question: Who was present at the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence?

• Source 1: Hollywood movie about the 
American Revolution made in 2001.

• Source 2: Book written by an historian 
who is an expert on the American 
Revolution, published in 1999.

• Which do you trust more and why?



Media Literacy – Why does it matter?



How are literacy-rich 
lessons used in class?



Student 
Engagement

Georgia Dept. 
of Ed.

6th Grade

What stands out to you 
from this video?

What should you be 
looking for in a 

literacy-rich social 
studies lesson?



Inquiry

Observe

American Progress
John Gast
1872



Inquiry

Reflect

American Progress
John Gast
1872



Inquiry

Question

American Progress
John Gast
1872





Working with Political Cartoons



Where can I find literacy-
rich resources?



Resources
• Library of Congress
• National Archives
• C3 Inquiries
• SHEG/COR
• History’s Mysteries
• Notable Social Studies Trade Books

https://www.loc.gov/programs/teachers/getting-started-with-primary-sources/
https://www.archives.gov/education
http://c3teachers.org/inquiries/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/history-lessons
https://cor.stanford.edu/
https://sites.google.com/view/historys-mysteries/home
https://www.cbcbooks.org/readers/reader-resources/notable-social-studies-lists/


For questions or concerns please contact either Tammy Waller at tammy.waller@azed.gov or Linda 
Burrows at linda.burrows@azed.gov or visit the Arizona Department of Education History and Social 
Science  web site at https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/standards-social-
studies

Trainings Available On Demand
July 20, 2021 – 3:30-4:30

Contact
Linda.Burrows@azed.gov

https://www.azed.gov/standards-practices/k-12standards/standards-social-studies
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