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Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/22/19
Member Christopher Tiffany
Stakeholder Group(s)

Parent of Children with Disabilities (child age birth through 26)

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

The biggest concerns right now for the families, that Raising Special
Kids works with, continues to be disruption due to COVID-19.
Families are reporting concerns about reopening and making difficult
decisions to send children back to school, or to keep them at home in
distance learning or hybrid environments. Both options seem to be
equally difficult due to uncertainty over district and charter school's
embracing of virus mitigation processes and procedures.

What is working well?

Home and school communication is generally working well. Parents
report knowing and understanding reopening plans and are generally
in regular contact with their child's teacher.

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

There seems to be broad support for continued Medicaid flexibilities
for parents and families to continue to support students with
disabilities in remote education settings.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?

Parents and families are engaged in various advocacy efforts around
the continuation of Arizona Medicaid flexibilities. Many of the
flexibilities are dependent on federal approval and Public Health
Emergency (PHE) designation, and we are working on parent
information around this issue.
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		Text9: 

		Text10: The biggest concerns right now for the families, that Raising Special Kids works with, continues to be disruption due to COVID-19. Families are reporting concerns about reopening and making difficult decisions to send children back to school, or to keep them at home in distance learning or hybrid environments. Both options seem to be equally difficult due to uncertainty over district and charter school's embracing of virus mitigation processes and procedures. 

In addition to uncertainty around school reopening plans and decisions, parents are concerned with time-limited COVID-19 flexibilities granted by AHCCCS to allow for parents to be paid providers and to allow for home and community based services to be utilized in order for students with disabilities (who also qualify for Long Term Care services) to access remote education.

		Text11: Home and school communication is generally working well. Parents report knowing and understanding reopening plans and are generally in regular contact with their child's teacher. 

		Text12: There seems to be broad support for continued Medicaid flexibilities for parents and families to continue to support students with disabilities in remote education settings. 

		Text13: Parents and families are engaged in various advocacy efforts around the continuation of Arizona Medicaid flexibilities. Many of the flexibilities are dependent on federal approval and Public Health Emergency (PHE) designation, and we are working on parent information around this issue. 






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/22/2021
Member Heidi Sinkovic
Stakeholder Group(s) Public Charter Schools

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

Students who have not received adequate general and special
education instruction this year.

Getting appropriate services to students with more significant needs
who have parents not comfortable with any in-person instruction.
Stakeholders are concerned that a precedent has been set that
online instruction can reach all student needs and how that will
continue in the upcoming years.

What is working well? No report
What need(s) does the No report
stakeholder group

express?

What suggestions/ideas | No report

has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?
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		Text10: Students who have not received adequate general and special education instruction this year.
Getting appropriate services to students with more significant needs who have parents not comfortable with any in-person instruction. 
Stakeholders are concerned that a precedent has been set that online instruction can reach all student needs and how that will continue in the upcoming years.

		Text11: No report

		Text12: No report

		Text13: No report






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/22/21
Member Julie Niven
Stakeholder Group(s)

The State Juvenile Detention and Correction Agencies

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

What is working well?

Some of our detention centers are in-person and others are
beginning to transition back to in-person.

Other counties have started IGA's to house juveniles in their
detention center. Recently, Cochise County and Santa Cruz have
signed an IGA. Santa Cruz will house their juveniles and provide
educational services.

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

Continued support from county schools to provide records as quickly
as possible.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?
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		Text11: Some of our detention centers are in-person and others are beginning to transition back to in-person.  

Other counties have started IGA's to house juveniles in their detention center.  Recently, Cochise County and Santa Cruz have signed an IGA.  Santa Cruz will house their juveniles and provide educational services.  

		Text12: Continued support from county schools to provide records as quickly as possible.  

		Text13: 






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/15/21
Member Kathleen Puckett
Stakeholder Group(s)

Institutions of Higher Education that Prepare Special Education and Related Servici

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

Continuing to provide practice-based teacher training opportunities in
virtual or near virtual environments.

Recognizing the need for teacher candidate training for online
schooling

Redesigning special education courses in view of state mandates
and new CEC preparation standards.

What is working well?

Arizona Coalition of Educator Preparation Programs (ACEPP)and
CEEDAR Center communication and collaboration with ADE
stakeholders regarding program approval requirements.
Continued communication among EPPs regarding programs,
structures, needs, and improvements.

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

Concerns raised by teacher candidates that SWD have an
exceptionally difficult time in virtual environments and are falling
behind in learning.

Concerns raised through observations that in some districts special
education teachers are being pulled from service delivery for
in-school supervision, and that upcoming testing schedules will
exacerbate this issue.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?
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		Text10: Continuing to provide practice-based teacher training opportunities in virtual or near virtual environments.
Recognizing the need for teacher candidate training for online schooling
Redesigning special education courses in view of state mandates and new CEC preparation standards.

		Text11: Arizona Coalition of Educator Preparation Programs (ACEPP)and CEEDAR Center communication and collaboration with ADE stakeholders regarding program approval requirements.
Continued communication among EPPs regarding programs, structures, needs, and improvements.


		Text12: Concerns raised by teacher candidates that SWD have an exceptionally difficult time in virtual environments and are falling behind in learning.
Concerns raised through observations that in some districts special education teachers are being pulled from service delivery for in-school supervision, and that upcoming testing schedules will exacerbate this issue.

		Text13: 






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/17/21
Member Martha A, Cocchiarella, PhD
Stakeholder Group(s) Individuals with Disabilities

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

Community member with the want to highlight trends in K-12 educatic

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

The decline of student enrollment and its impact on district funding.

What is working well?

Schools, teachers, and districts are ready to receive students via face
to face and still continue to maintain alternative ways to instruct
(distance learning, hybrid).

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

The need that will arise is, how will funding impact resources and
services for K-12 students with disabilities. Is it possible somehow to
stabilize funding so that student with disabilities continue to receive
needed services.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?

A discussion of the highlight is discussed in the following article
written by Lisa Irish for AZED NEWS, March 16, 2021. Article is
entitled, Declining enrollment: Where have Arizona's students gone
and their funding?

Dr. Anabel Aportela has submitted an analysis of enrollment to ADE.
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		Text9: Community member with the want to highlight trends in K-12 education.  Especially information pertaining to K-12 students with disabilities.

		Text10: The decline of student enrollment and its impact on district funding.

		Text11: Schools, teachers, and districts are ready to receive students via face to face and still continue to maintain alternative ways to instruct (distance learning, hybrid).

		Text12: The need that will arise is, how will funding impact resources and services for K-12 students with disabilities.  Is it possible somehow to stabilize funding so that student with disabilities continue to receive needed services.

		Text13: A discussion of the highlight is discussed in the following article written by Lisa Irish for AZED NEWS, March 16, 2021.  Article is entitled, Declining enrollment:  Where have Arizona's students gone and their funding?

Dr. Anabel Aportela has submitted an analysis of enrollment to ADE.






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/22/21
Member Nicole Guysi
Stakeholder Group(s)

Parent of Children with Disabilities (child age birth through 26)

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

Currently | am hearing/seeing a lot of what has been brought up in
previous SEAP meetings. Concerns of children getting behind,
concerns the schools will be reactive instead of proactive which could
cause children to be missed. This is from parents whose children
have diagnoses, but also from parents who are concerned about
their children who do not have a diagnosis (either officially or yet).

It seems these concerns could possibly be alleviated with

What is working well?

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?
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		Text10: Currently I am hearing/seeing a lot of what has been brought up in previous SEAP meetings. Concerns of children getting behind, concerns the schools will be reactive instead of proactive which could cause children to be missed. This is from parents whose children have diagnoses, but also from parents who are concerned about their children who do not have a diagnosis (either officially or yet). 

It seems these concerns could possibly be alleviated with coordinated communication. ADE, ADHS, Raising Special Kids, etc, possibly getting the communication out to schools/parents/communities that these conversations about these concerns are being had and how they are preparing for these challenges come the next school year. 


		Text11: 

		Text12: 

		Text13: 






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/19/21
Member Nancy Williams
Stakeholder Group(s)

Parent of Children with Disabilities (child age birth through 26)

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

Parents may not understand the compensatory education discussion
that can be had with the team. It seems some schools are just
making a determination that nothing is needed and sending this
decision in a letter asking for a signature without a discussion with
the parent.

If the student has been online this entire time, the parent may not
know if the student has progressed in comparison to other students
who have been either online or on campus.

What is working well?

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

Parents need more information about the compensatory education
conversation that should be occurring with the team.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?
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		Text10: Parents may not understand the compensatory education discussion that can be had with the team.  It seems some schools are just making a determination that nothing is needed and sending this decision in a letter asking for a signature without a discussion with the parent.  
If the student has been online this entire time, the parent may not know if the student has progressed in comparison to other students who have been either online or on campus.  
There is also concern from parents about the lack of engagement and progress in online therapies.

		Text11: 

		Text12: Parents need more information about the compensatory education conversation that should be occurring with the team.  

		Text13: 






Arizona Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP)

Report from the Field
March 30, 2021 Meeting

Date of Report 3/13/21
Member Susan Voirol
Stakeholder Group(s)

Representative of a Vocational, Community, or Business Organization Concerned v

If you are filling a dual role, please indicate the additional
role below:

What is currently the
stakeholder group’s
biggest concern?

Would like to increase rates of engagement after high school.
High number of non-engaged youth.

Underemployment.

Reaching more undeserved/underrepresented populations.

What is working well?

Youth involvement and engagement in initiatives, training/education.
Parent involvement.

Individualized transition planning.

Work based and other community learning experiences.

What need(s) does the
stakeholder group
express?

Need more meaningful transition plans and address transition areas
earlier.

Increase parent involvement.

Increase post-secondary options for all students.

What suggestions/ideas
has the stakeholder
group put forward, if
any?

Making certain youth opportunities are known statewide and increase
meaningful youth engagement.
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		Text10: Would like to increase rates of engagement after high school.
High number of non-engaged youth.
Underemployment.
Reaching more undeserved/underrepresented populations.  

		Text11: Youth involvement and engagement in initiatives, training/education.
Parent involvement.
Individualized transition planning.
Work based and other community learning experiences.

		Text12: Need more meaningful transition plans and address transition areas earlier. 
Increase parent involvement. 
Increase post-secondary options for all students.

		Text13: Making certain youth opportunities are known statewide and increase meaningful youth engagement.







