
Arizona Spring 2021
ECSE Cohort Meeting

Arizona Department of Education
Early Childhood Special Education Unit



Introductions & Reminders

• Please turn off camera & microphone
• Introductions
• Questions?
• Participation
• Feedback

  



General Purpose of Cohort Meetings
To create a place where Early Childhood Special Education Specialist can hear the successes and 
challenges happening in field, a place to collaborate with other agencies and districts to celebrate 

those successes and problem solve through those challenges, and a place to work together to 
improve outcomes for preschool children with disabilities.

Spring  2021 Cohort Topic and Discussion
Goal: Adopt best practice strategies to invite parent participation in IEP and data collection activities.



Meeting Agenda

• Reason for Cohort Meetings

• ECSE Unit Organization

• TSG info and Child Outcomes Data

• Raising Special Kids Presentation: Engaging Parents in the IEP Process

• School District Shares

• Share Time Breakout Rooms

• Resources and Parent Videos for Further Information

 



Early Childhood Special Education Unit
Highly Effective Schools

(HES)

Exceptional Student Services 
(ESS)

Early Childhood Special Education Unit (ECSE)
ECSE Director: 
Suzanne  Perry 

ECSE Specialists:
Tami Phillips  -South
Erika Argueta -West

Elizabeth Hamilton -East
Lenka Studnicka -North

1 Vacant Position 

 



Contract with Teaching Strategies Gold Extended Through SY21-22



Children with Disabilities Data
Indicator 7 Collected Through TSG Objectives and Dimensions

Three Outcome Areas for 
children with disabilities:
1. Positive Social 

Relationships
2. Knowledge and Skills
3. Actions to Meet Needs
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Indicator 7 – Results (1 of 3)
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Indicator 7 – Results (2 of 3)
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Indicator 7 – Results (3 of 3)
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Substantially Increased rate of growth Functioning within Age Expectations
Linear (Substantially Increased rate of growth) Linear (Functioning within Age Expectations)

Note: Between FFY 2016 and 2017, TSG revised cut score lists



Recognizing that parents are an integral part 
of an educational plan means that they are 

invited to contribute, to "meaningfully 
participate" to aid decision-making.

 



 

ENGAGING  
PARENTS IN
THE IEP PROCESS



Engaging Parents School District Example

School District 
Shares Successful 

Practices

 



Engaging Beyond the IEP Meeting
Using interviews to gather parent input

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/04/guidance%20for%20programs%20collecting%20documentation%20OPM.pdf?id=5eab50b103e2b31b30b7ce10

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/04/guidance%20for%20programs%20collecting%20documentation%20OPM.pdf?id=5eab50b103e2b31b30b7ce10


• Objectives, Dimensions
Questions to ask and Activities to Support



Breakout Rooms
Question 1: What was something new or an “ah-ha” moment you had?

Question 2: What could you start to implement?

Question 3: Commitments for next steps?

 



Resources and Videos 

Engaging Parents in the IEP Process

Raising Special Kids

Families Are Full Team Members Checklist

Team Decisions IEP Process

Preschool During the Pandemic: Early Childhood Education in Extraordinary Times 

Engaging Parents as Contributors

OSEP Outcomes and TSG Data Collection

https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/preschoolpandemic.asp#vid-intro-c
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/decrp/TC-1_Families_Are_Full_Team_Members_2018.pdf
https://ectacenter.org/%7Epdfs/topics/inclusion/team-decisions-guiding-questions.pdf%E2%80%8B
https://ectacenter.org/topics/disaster/preschoolpandemic.asp#vid-intro-c
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/04/guidance%20for%20programs%20collecting%20documentation%20OPM.pdf?id=5eab50b103e2b31b30b7ce10


Thank you!
Early Childhood Special Education Unit

ecseinbox@azed.gov
602-542-4013

mailto:ecseinbox@azed.gov
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