
School District Preschool Child Find Process
Children 2 years 9 months to 5 years old 

Eligible for preschool 
special education

Develop 
Individualized 

Education Program 
(IEP) within 30 days 
of eligibility; PWN

District follow-
up within 10 
school days

Parent 
Consultation

If 
concerns 
noted by 
school

Referral to Multi-
Disciplinary team 

w/i reasonable 
period*
PWN, 

Procedural 
Safeguards

Multidisciplinary 
Evaluation Team 

conducts review of 
existing data to 

determine whether to 
evaluate and whether to 
collect additional data

No 
Concerns 

Noted

Obtain consent to collect 
additional data that meets 
criteria for a CDA; PWN
Gather and review data;
Summarize all info and 

provide evaluation report to 
parent; 

Determine eligibility; PWN

Data that meets criteria for 
a CDA exists to determine 
eligibility; Summarize all 

information into and provide 
evaluation report to parent; 
Determine eligibility; PWN

No Additional Data Needed Additional Data Needed

Not eligible for 
preschool 

special 
education; 

Consider other 
education 

interventions; 
PWN

Parent requests 
evaluation in writing; 

Within 15 school 
days district agrees 
to evaluate; PWN

No actionPerform 
screening on 
all children 
within 45 

days
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Without undue delay 
provide  services

Or if district 
decides not to 

refer for 
evaluation; 

PWN

Parent consent starts 60 calendar day 
timeline for determining eligibility

* “Reasonable” has been found by courts to be in most cases no longer than two weeks.

Decision not to 
evaluate,

PWN, offer 
Procedural 
Safeguards

Not eligible for 
preschool 

special 
education; 

Consider other 
education 

interventions; 
PWN

Without undue delay 
provide  services

Or, if district 
refuses to 
evaluate, 

provides PWN;

If concern noted by 
parent

(Upon written 
request, may skip 

screening and 
proceed to 
evaluation)

If concerns 
documented 
by medical 

professional

Eligible for preschool 
special education

Develop 
Individualized 

Education Program 
(IEP) within 30 days 
of eligibility; PWN

START


