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Intended Audience

This training was developed by the Arizona Department of
Education (ADE) Health and Nutrition Services Division (HNS).

This training is intended for School Food Authorities (SFAs)
operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). All
regulations are specific to operating the NSLP under the
direction of ADE.

Arizona Department of Education (ADE)

Professional Standards

Information to include when documenting this training for
Professional Standards:
Training Title: School Nutrition Programs COVID-19 Webinar: USDA Q&A
on Child Nutrition Programs during SY 20-21 8.25.20
Key Area: 3000-Administration
Learning Code: 3240
Length: 1 hour



GET INFORMED.
TODAY'S DISCUSSION

Review of USDA Memo SP 24-2020:
Questions and Answers for the Child
Nutrition Programs during SY 20-21

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5f40086c03e2b31ff8df99ff


Today's Special Guest

Please welcome Donia Intriere!

Team Lead, School Programs Branch
USDA Food and Nutrition Services, Southwest Regional Office



USDA Q&A on
Child Nutrition
Programs in
SY 20-21
USDA Memo SP 24-2020



Does not apply.
Arizona has opted into

the non-congregate
feeding waiver.

SUMMARY: Since Arizona
opted in, schools that

choose to implement the
waiver must offer meals to

all enrolled students,
including distance learners.



SUMMARY: Existing Arizona Online
Instruction (AOI) programs that
were not previously eligible to
participate in NSLP are still not
eligible to participate in NSLP.

This is consistent with the
guidance ADE provided previously

regarding AOIs and feeding
distance learners in SY 20-21.



SUMMARY: NSLP/SBP meals can
only be offered on instructional

days. Eligible sites may operate At-
Risk Afterschool Meals on days
when school is not in session.



SUMMARY: Students can pick
up meals at any school within

the SFA. Meals must be
claimed at the schools at

which the students are
enrolled.



SUMMARY: The data ADE is
collecting in the waivers

submitted by SFAs will be used
for ADE to respond to the

School Meals Operations Study.



SUMMARY: And Justice for All
posters do not need to be

displayed in classrooms. The
posters do need to be displayed

in prominent locations
throughout the school.



MORE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

SP 14-2020: Child Nutrition
Program Meal Service during
Novel Coronavirus Outbreaks:
Questions and Answers #3

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e94920e03e2b308f045d4c5


SUMMARY: The meal pattern
flexibilities released in 2018

are no longer available. 
Flavored milk may only be
non-fat, all grains must be

whole grain-rich, and meals
must meet Target 2 weekly

sodium levels. 



SUMMARY: The COVID-19
meal pattern flexibilities can
be used if the meal pattern

cannot be met.



SUMMARY: SFAs can request a
meal pattern waiver of the

vegetable subgroup and other
meal pattern requirements.
ADE will review all waiver

requests to ensure they are
targeted and justified based

on plans to support access to
nutritious meals while

minimizing potential exposure
to COVID-19.



SUMMARY: SFAs can request a
meal pattern waiver of the

age/grade group requirements.
ADE will review all waiver

requests to ensure they are
targeted and justified based on

plans to support access to
nutritious meals while

minimizing potential exposure
to COVID-19. 



SUMMARY: ADE will approve
meal pattern waivers in SY

20-21 when the requests are
targeted and the waivers are

necessary to support safe
access to nutritious meals.

Meal pattern waiver requests
are no longer limited to

supply chain disruptions.



SUMMARY: Meal pattern
waivers may be approved for

the duration of the LEA's
current COVID-19 learning

plan if the waiver is needed to
support access to safe and

nutritious meals.



WHAT ABOUT WAIVERS NOW?

This new meal pattern waiver guidance expands the reasons for which an SFA can apply for
a waiver in SY 20-21.

1)  Product availability/supply chain disruptions with the reasons items were not able to be
purchased or delivered
2)  Inability to meet the meal pattern due to the court ruling and the challenges you face with
meeting the meal pattern (1% flavored milk, sodium Target 2, 100% whole grain-rich)
3)  Access to safe and nutritious food impacted by LEA's learning plan/food service model,
with a description of the LEA's learning plan/food service model and how the meal pattern
waiver will ensure access to safe and nutritious food



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Age/Grade Group

Through October 2nd

#3: Learning plan/food
service model

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

Offering meals curbside
during distance learning

with a justification to
support access to safe
and nutritious meals.

Justification



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Vegetable Subgroups

Tuesday, Sept. 1

#1: Food availability

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

We didn't receive the
broccoli we ordered.

Justification

Vegetable Subgroups

Through October 2nd

#3: Learning plan/food
service model

A reason that is targeted and
justified based on plans to

support access to nutritious
meals while minimizing
potential exposure to

COVID-19.



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Milk Variety

Tuesday, Sept. 1

#1: Food availability

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

We didn't receive
chocolate milk for today.

Justification

Milk Variety

Through October 2nd

#3: Learning plan/food
service model

Offering meals curbside
during distance learning and
packaging the milk with the

meal will minimize touch
points when serving meals to
keep students and staff safe.

Milk Variety

Through October 2nd

#3: Learning plan/food
service model

Delivering meals on a bus
route and there is not enough
room for an additional cooler
to keep two types of milk at a

safe temperature.



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Whole Grain-Rich

Tuesday, Sept. 1

#1: Food availability

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

We didn't receive the
whole grain pizza crust

we ordered.
Justification

Whole Grain-Rich

Through May 20, 2021

#2: Not able to meet the
meal pattern in SY 20-21

Unable to procure 100% WGR
items for SY 20-21.

Whole Grain-Rich

Through October 14th

#1: Food availability

My vendor tells me I won't
receive whole grain pizza
crust until October 15th.



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Milk Type

Tuesday, Sept. 1

#1: Food availability

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

We didn't receive the fat
free chocolate milk we

ordered.
Justification

Milk Type

Through May 20, 2021

#2: Not able to meet the
meal pattern in SY 20-21

Unable to procure fat free
flavored milk for SY 20-21.

Milk Type

Through October 14th

#1: Food availability

My vendor says I won't receive
fat free chocolate milk until

October 15th.



EXAMPLES OF ALLOWABLE REQUESTS

MEAL PATTERN WAIVERS

Weekly Sodium Target

Through May 20, 2021

#2: Not able to meet the
meal pattern in SY 20-21

Waiver
Type

Timeframe

Reason

Unable to procure items
with specifications that
meet target 2 SY 20-21.

Justification

Weekly Sodium Target

Through October 2nd

#3: Learning plan/food
service model

Unable to meet sodium Target
2 due to serving more

processed grab and go items
through curbside service.



REVISED MEAL PATTERN WAIVER
SUBMISSION PROCESS

Age/grade group and weekly sodium target added to the form
Increased the time frame for which a product availability waiver request can be submitted
(for example, product on the menu is not available for 2 weeks, so a waiver request can be
submitted for a two week time frame rather than daily)
The SFA will select which of the three reasons the waiver is being requested
Added a field for the SFA to provide their justification

ADE has revised the meal pattern waiver submission process to reflect these updates to the
guidance.



REVISED MEAL PATTERN WAIVER
SUBMISSION PROCESS

If you are going back to in-person learning early, contact your specialist and let them know
the new end date for your waiver request.
If the in-person start date is being pushed back and you need to extend your waiver request,
please submit a new waiver request with the new end date.

Regarding reason #3: Our schools' learning plans are constantly changing. What if I already
submitted a waiver for a certain time frame, and the dates for in-person learning change?

Two options:



REVISED MEAL PATTERN WAIVER
SUBMISSION PROCESS

ADE hopes these flexibilities will decrease the burden on menu planning and the waiver
submission process. All requests that meet these justifications will be approved. It is
expected that these waiver requests are submitted only when necessary and that the meal
pattern will be met to the greatest extent possible. ADE will continue to review all waiver
submissions and provide follow-up and/or technical assistance when needed.

ADE will also be developing an online training on how to submit a waiver request in SY 20-21.



SUMMARY: Potable water
must be provided when lunch

is served in the classroom.



SUMMARY: Potable water
does not need to be provided

when breakfast is served in
the classroom.



SUMMARY: Potable water
does not need to be provided
if the meal is not consumed

onsite (e.g. bus routes,
curbside, home delivery).



SUMMARY: USDA will not be
releasing a nationwide
potable water waiver;

however, States can submit
an individual waiver request.
There are many requirements

states must include in their
waiver request, some of

which are listed here.



SUMMARY
MUST POTABLE WATER BE PROVIDED?

In the cafeteria

In the classroom

Curbside

On a bus route

Home delivery

Breakfast             Lunch                



POLL
STATE WAIVER FOR POTABLE WATER REQUIREMENT

Knowing what you know now
about the potable water
requirement, is your program
still in need of a waiver for the
potable water requirements?

ADE will use this information to
help us understand if a waiver
is needed.



SUMMARY: Since Arizona
opted in, child care centers

that choose to implement the
waiver must offer meals to all

children enrolled in care,
whether they attend virtually

or in person.



SUMMARY: The enrichment
activity requirement still applies
for Afterschool Care Snack and

At-Risk; however, e-learning
activities are allowable. USDA
has provided examples of e-

learning activities, and ADE does
not intend to further define

enrichment activities.



MORE ON ENRICHMENT &
AFTERSCHOOL FEEDING

Non-congregate enrichment and to-go snacks are no longer limited to 21st Century
CCLC participants.
Any eligible site offering an afterschool care program that is providing non-congregate
enrichment can offer the Afterschool Care Snack Program or At-Risk Afterschool Meals
and send home a snack and/or supper.
Afterschool Care Snack is limited only to enrolled students. At-Risk snacks/meals if
provided non-congregate can be provided to any child.

This new guidance from USDA is a change from previous afterschool feeding guidance
from ADE.

Moving forward, please indicate in your Site applications the non-congregate enrichment
that is being provided for participants. If your applications are already approved, no need to
update.



SUMMARY: Students enrolled
in school and attending a
daycare/learning pod for

purposes of providing a "safe
place" during the day can

receive meals and/or snacks
through multiple Child

Nutrition Programs.

Join us for the 2:30pm webinar
to learn more about these

options!



SUMMARY: If scheduled
instruction is cancelled and

not offered virtually, this is an
unanticipated school closure

and SSO/SFSP may be
operated. NSLP/SBP must
resume when instruction

resumes.

If in-person instruction is
cancelled and instruction is
moved to virtual instruction,
this is not an unanticipated

school closure and NSLP/SBP
can continue. 



Q&A
Please type your questions into the chat box.



THANK YOU!
The slides and recording will be posted on the COVID-19

Resources Webpage. If you are attending the live webinar, you
will be marked attended in EMS then will be able to access the

survey and certificate of completion.

Join us for the next School Nutrition Programs COVID-19
Webinar at 2:30pm!



Congratulations!

Training Title: Recorded Webinar: School Nutrition Programs COVID-19
Webinar: USDA Q&A on Child Nutrition Programs during SY 20-21
8.25.20
Learning Codes: 3240
Key Area: 3000-Administration
Length: 1 hour

In order to count this training toward your Professional
Standards training hours, the training content must align with
your job duties. 

Information to include when documenting this training for
Professional Standards:

Please Note: Attendees must document the amount of training hours
indicated regardless of the amount of time it takes to complete it.

You have completed the Recorded Webinar:
School Nutrition Programs COVID-19 Webinar:
USDA Q&A on Child Nutrition Programs SY 20-21
To request a certificate, please go to the next slide.



Congratulations!

Training Title: Recorded Webinar: School Nutrition Programs COVID-19
Webinar: USDA Q&A on Child Nutrition Programs during SY 20-21
8.25.20
Professional Standards Learning Codes: 3240

Please click on the link below to complete a brief survey about
this webinar. Once the survey is complete, you will be able to
print your certificate of completion from Survey Monkey. 
*This will not appear in your Event Management System (EMS) account.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey 

The information below is for your reference when completing
the survey:

Requesting a training certificate:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RecordedWebinarOnlineSurvey

