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Sample Test Name: Laboratory Assisting

(These items were developed by teachers for the Technical Skills Assessment. Below is a
sample item for each program standard.)

Question 1 of 13

What is the proper way to wash hands in order to prevent the spread of infection or disease?

A) With soap and water form a lather while creating friction under warm running water.

B) Wash hands for 2 minutes while interlacing fingers and drip dry.

C) Wash with liquid soap to form a lather and use paper towel to provide friction.

D) Use a large bar of soap to form a lather in cool water.

Question 2 of 13

How might laboratory assistants stay current with advances in laboratory practice?

A) Taking business classes at the local college

B) Listening to national news reports

C) Reading articles of related interest in medical journals

D) Reading books on pharmaceutical procedures

Question 3 of 13

Who is responsible for managing the laboratory personnel and the performance of moderate
complexity tests?

A) Clinical consultant

B) General supervisor

C) Laboratory director

D) Technical supervisor
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Question 4 of 13

Why must the first drop of blood from a capillary puncture be wiped away?

A) To remove heparin contamination

B) To remove interstitial fluid

C) To wipe away any bacterial contamination

D) To make the blood flow faster

Question 5 of 13

If a Fecal Occult Blood Test did not detect occult blood, how are the results documented?

A) Positive

B) Confirmatory

C) Negative

D) Inconclusive

Question 6 of 13

Which is NOT a source of technical problems in the laboratory?

A) Changed procedures

B) Aging reagents

C) Faulty instruments

D) New personnel

Question 7 of 13

If a urine dipstick is positive for ketones, the laboratory assistant should perform what type of
test?

A) Bence-Jones

B) Clinitest

C) Acetest

D) Ictotest
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Question 8 of 13

When running quality control for a qualitative urine pregnancy, the positive control is reported
as positive and the negative control appears positive. What should the lab assistant do?

A) Report ONLY negative patient samples until the system is investigated.

B) Report NEITHER positive nor negative patient samples.

C) Report ONLY positive patient samples until the system is investigated.

D) Report positive OR negative patient samples.

Question 9 of 13

What stain is most often used for a WBC differential?

A) Wright's stain

B) Aceto-orcein stain

C) Gram's stain

D) Toluidine blue

Question 10 of 13

What is an acceptable fill level for a coagulation study specimen?

A) One-quarter full

B) One-third full

C) One-half full

D) Full

Question 11 of 13

What type of stain is used to help identify bacteria?

A) Toluidine blue

B) Aceto-orcein

C) Gram

D) Wright
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Question 12 of 13

A laboratory assistant is logging specimens and notices that blood was obtained three times
in one hour on the same patient for culture studies. What should he do?

A) Notify administration

B) Notify the nurse in charge

C) Notify the supervisor

D) Notify the agar supplier

Question 13 of 13

What should be done with reagents and supplies when they are received in the laboratory?

A) They should be marked with the purchase order numbers.

B) They should be left at room temperature.

C) They should be marked with manufacturer's signature.

D) They should be marked with the date received.
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Question Answer
1. A
2. C
3. C
4. B
5. C
6. D
7. C
8. B
9. A
10. D
11. C
12. C
13. D

Laboratory Assisting Sample Test Answer Key 
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