
Assessments Webinar Series #1: 
The State of Assessments and 

Accountability - An Overview for the       
2020-2021 School Year

Audra Ahumada
Deputy Associate Superintendent of Assessment

Arizona Department of Education



Welcome to Webinar #1: The State of 
Assessments – An Overview of 2020-
2021 School Year

This webinar will be recorded and posted on the ADE 
Assessments webpage.

Please enter your First and Last Name in the Chat for 
tracking purposes for the live event.

We will also be capturing the chat questions. If there 
are questions that were frequently asked or need 
further clarification, ADE will compile and create an 
FAQ which will then be distributed to DTCs.



Welcome and Overview

• ADE Assessments Team will have 5 more 
webinar sessions in this series for the 2020-2021 
school year

• These will be recorded and posted on the 
Assessments Webpage

• This session will spotlight what has transpired 
over the last year and a plan for moving forward 
with test administration and accountability



2019 - 2020 Test Administration

Official Assessment and Accountability Waiver Documentation
ADE Waiver Request letter: 

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5e84fcd403e2b318984cc803
USDOE Waiver Response letter: 

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/media/AZ%20Covid19%20WaiverResponse.pdf



Stop and Pivot (Spring 2020)

Governor’s Executive Order - Closed schools

• ADE was communicating frequently with DTCs

• ADE had to issue stop work orders with our vendors

• Small savings on annual contracts (ADE received credits)

• All work done up to that point ADE
keeps and can be used in the future



U.S. Department of Education – Notification on 
waiver requests for 2020-2021

Importance of 
assessments

Effects of school
closures

Lasting effects on 
children



Next Steps for the Assessments Section

Joining nationwide discussions (CCSSO, USDOE)

Participated in discussions with national experts. The 
Center for Assessment (national organization) has 
developed several documents and webinar sessions for 
States to use as they are thinking through considerations

Identification of considerations/contingency plans for 
Arizona: remote testing, remote proctoring, logistics and 
test security concerns



Messaging the importance of Assessment data – the 
data can shed some light and it can let us know where 
we are

Uses of data - careful considerations for uses of the 
results

Utilizing surveys for educators and possibly students to 
gain some context around results

Next Steps for the Assessments Section -
continued



Characteristics of Types of Assessments

Formative/Interim Benchmarks
• Assessments for and of 

learning

• Daily, weekly, or at the end of 
a unit 

• More timely data

• Qualitative and Quantitative 
data

• Can use instructional 
accommodations and 
supports

Summative Assessments
• Assessments of learning

• Near or at the end of a 
school year

• Point in time assessment

• Administered under 
standard conditions

• Allowable Tools, Features, 
and Accommodations

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=598093f33217e1170830a006



Where we are today

• Arizona’s Board of Education (August 21, 2020) 
decided to utilize authority allowed in waiver 
response for AIMS and AIM A Science 

• Field tests for AzSCI, Science Alternate Assessment, 
and the new AZELLA Reassessment will have all 
eligible students participate. These tests will be 
shortened versions (of typical operational length)

• The current AZELLA Reassessment Test will be 
shortened as well as all embedded field test items 
have been removed from the 2020-2021 tests



What is on the 
horizon . . .

Includes:
• Assessments
• Requirements & 

Options
• Accountability 

Distinctions

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files
/2020/09/Assessments%20Overview%2
0-
%202020%20and%20Beyond_final.pdf

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/09/Assessments%20Overview%20-%202020%20and%20Beyond_final.pdf




State and Federal Accountability

State School Letter Grades (A - F) are mandated by State Law

There are no State Waivers from Accountability. It requires State 
Legislative action

For the 2019-2020 school year schools will keep their letter 
grades from 2018-2019. For TSI/CSI there will be no new 
identification and no exiting from these supports

ADE has not requested any Federal Accountability Waivers at this 
time

Accountability Team working with State Board of Education, the ATAC, AOI-TAC, 
and the AATC looking into the impact of COVID on all of the variables and 

components of A-F

Grader Newsletter email: Achieve@azed.gov



Exciting News

WE HAVE A WINNER!
Congratulations to 

Richard Jensen from E-Institute 
Charter Schools.

The name of the new 3 - 8 ELA and 
Mathematics Statewide Assessment is: 

Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment 
(AASA)

Arizona’s Academic Standards Assessment



Assessment Webinar Series - Posted

All Assessment Webinars 
will be posted on the ADE 
Website- Assessment 
Page:

• PowerPoint 
Presentation

• Recording

https://www.azed.gov/assessment



Questions

This Photo by Unknow n Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.mrscienceshow.com/2010/06/bring-us-your-burning-science-questions.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


THANK YOU

For questions, please contact us at: 
Testing@azed.gov
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