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Overview

• Share resources that were developed in 
response to changes in guidance and policies
– Special Education Withdrawal

• Share resources that were developed in 
response to support collaboration and decision 
making for teams that support dual labeled 
students



Timeline

• Established taskforce after May PELL Meeting

• Met via webinar August 26, 2019

• Drafted resources to support field in 
understanding and support of students with 
disabilities that can no longer be exited 
through other criteria



EL and Special Education 
Taskforce

• 10 EL 
Coordinators

• 10 Special 
Education 
Directors



Changes to Guidance

• Based on the Addendum to September 23, 2016 
Non-Regulatory Guidance and direct guidance 
from the Office of State Support, Arizona can no 
longer allow for IEP Teams to remove an EL with 
disabilities from EL Services (Sped Withdrawal).  

• The ONLY way for an EL with disabilities to be 
withdrawn from EL Services is for the student to 
demonstrate English language proficiency on a 
“valid and reliable ELP Assessment”. 



Guidance

• Presented at May 9, 2019 PELL Meeting

• ESEA Guidance 2017  
– ELs with disabilities will be held to the same standards of performance 

as non-disabled EL peers 

– “The ESEA requires that a State provide appropriate accommodations 
for ELs with disabilities and, if an EL has a disability that precludes 
assessment in one or more domains of the ELP assessment such that 
there are no appropriate accommodations for the affected domain, 
assess the student’s ELP based on the remaining domains in which it is 
possible to assess the student (34 CFR § 200.6(h)(4)).” 

(U.S. Department of Education Update on English Language Proficiency 
Assessments)

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5cd9f2991dcb2507607264c2

https://cms.azed.gov/home/GetDocumentFile?id=5cd9f2991dcb2507607264c2


Guidance Continued

• Title VI’s implementing regulations have been 
interpreted by case law to require that a student 
demonstrate proficiency on a valid and reliable ELP 
assessment in order to be exited from EL status.

• The requirement that an EL be exited from EL status for 
ESEA purposes when the student satisfies the criteria 
included in the State’s standardized statewide exit 
procedures applies to an EL with a disability as well. 



Allowance of Domain Scoring

• Under 34 C.F.R. §200.6(h)(4)(ii), if it is determined 
on an individualized basis that an EL has a 
disability that precludes assessment in one or 
more domains of the ELP assessment (speaking, 
listening, reading and writing), such that there 
are no appropriate accommodations for the 
affected domain or domains, an SEA must assess 
the child’s English language proficiency based on 
the remaining domains in which it is possible to 
assess the student.



Allowance Cont.

• Under the very rare circumstances when a student’s 
disability precludes assessment in one or more 
domains, the student may be exited under the State’s 
exit procedures based on a score of proficient on the 
remaining domains in which the student is able to be 
appropriately assessed. 

COMING SOON!



Domain Scoring

• ADE’s Assessment Team is working with 
National Technical Advisors to determine how 
domain scoring will work for AZELLA
– Working on current test cut scores but will have to 

be revisited once new AZELLA aligned to the 
newly adopted ELP Standards is developed.



Development of New Alternate 
ELP Assessment

• Arizona will be joining other states in a 
Collaborative that will develop a new 
Alternate ELP assessment

• Awarded a 7M grant

• Iowa is the lead state with CRESST and ELPA21 
as partners



NEW RESOURCES

• EL and Special Education FAQ FINAL v2

• EL and Special Education Participation 
Flowchart 2019 Final v1

• EL Outcomes for All Students Flowchart Final 
v2



EL and Special Education FAQ



EL and Special Education 
Participation Flowchart



EL Program Outcomes for All 
English Learners Flowchart



http://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALTELLA_
Brief-04_IEPs.pdf

Considerations for IEP Team

http://altella.wceruw.org/pubs/ALTELLA_Brief-04_IEPs.pdf


EL Tool Kit Checklist



ADE Support in Action

• Conversations with test coordinators, teachers 
about how to use accommodations and tools for 
students with disabilities

• Shift from “cannot take test” to “how can the 
student participate”

• ADE has provided support and guidance Domain 
by Domain, item by item



Scenario #1

Scenario 1 :
Student with Other Health Impairment:
• Ignacio is an English learner with low English language needs. He has attended the 

same school district since kindergarten. Ignacio lives with his parents and older 
brother. Spanish is the primary home language. Ignacio’s parents reported that he 
communicates in both languages but tends to prefer speaking English. At age 3, 
Ignacio was diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy but does not have any intellectual 
disabilities. Ignacio has a 504 Plan and his parents are active members of the 504 
team.

• Ignacio is a second-grade student who receives instruction in Ms. Diaz’s SEI 
classroom. Ms. Diaz reports that Ignacio has intermediate English language skills. 
She supports Ignacio in the classroom by working with the occupational and 
physical therapists to address his needs. Ms. Diaz shared that Ignacio does appear 
to tire easily when taking tests and accommodates this need by providing him 
breaks, a slant board, a pencil grip provided by the occupational therapist, and 
when necessary, projecting the test onto a smartboard. 

• Ms. Diaz is concerned that Ignacio will not be able to complete the AZELLA due to 
his physical limitations. 



Tools

• TOOLS that can be used to address Ignacio’s 
needs during the AZELLA testing administration:
– Pencil grip
– Slant board
– Breaks in-between domains or domains administered 

over days
– Projecting test items onto a smartboard 

Note: The projection of test items requires a one on one test administration.



Scenario #2

Scenario 2: 
Student with Severe Cognitive Disability:

• Ibrahim is a fifth-grade student who came to the United States with his family last year. He lives with his parents, 
three younger sisters, and paternal grandparents. Arabic is the primary language spoken in the home. Ibrahim’s 
parents speak Arabic and English. The parents reported that Ibrahim does not speak much but does prefer to 
speak Arabic. Ibrahim’s parents are very supportive but are unsure how to help their son. They attend IEP 
meetings but defer to the rest of the IEP team to make decisions regarding Ibrahim.

• Ibrahim is an English learner with a moderate intellectual disability. He is a newly enrolled student and has never 
taken the AZELLA. Ibrahim is a self-contained student in Ms. Ford’s grade 3-5 classroom for students with mild to 
moderate disabilities. Ms. Ford reports that Ibrahim does not speak much but does use gestures to communicate. 
In the classroom, Ms. Ford supports Ibrahim by using a Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), a picture 
schedule, and total participation techniques. Ms. Ford works closely with the English learner coordinator, and the 
speech therapist to address Ibrahim’s needs. Ibrahim receives speech therapy to address his receptive and 
expressive language needs. Ms. Taylor, the speech therapist, also works with Ibrahim to use PECS to express his 
needs in the classroom. 

• Ms. Ford has observed that Ibrahim has sensory needs and accommodates these needs with sensory and 
movement breaks. She has noticed that Ibrahim does not like things that are too tight or close to his body. For 
example, Ibrahim does not like using headphones. Ms. Ford also reports that Ibrahim prefers to sit on the floor 
instead of at his desk. 

• Ms. Ford is concerned about Ibrahim wearing headphones for the AZELLA due to his sensory needs and is 
concerned she won’t be able to get him to sit at his desk for test administration. 



Tools and Accommodations

• Speaking Test: Please note due to the projection of items, this would need to be 
administered one on one. You may use an external microphone and external 
speakers to administer the Speaking Test. The system is extremely sensitive, and it 
will capture potential student responses, even if the student is not in immediate 
proximity to the microphone. You can also project the test onto a smartboard, 
screen, or the wall if that helps for those questions that include images. 

• Another option is to bring a portable testing device such as a tablet or laptop to 
the spot in the room where student is more comfortable (e.g., the floor). 

• The Test Administrator can operate the mouse to navigate from item to item, play 
the directions and samples, and record the student responses. 

• Students who are not mute need to make an earnest attempt to take the Speaking 
Test. Every question needs to be presented (i.e., the TA needs to play every 
prompt/item and provide appropriate wait time for the student to respond). If the 
student does not respond during the first ten seconds or so, the TA may stop the 
recording and move on to the next question. 



Tools and Accommodations

The Test Administrator will have to explain to the student that she/he will be playing the prompts and 
recording the responses. We recommend the script below:

SAY Now we will begin the Speaking section. You will use your test book and listen to the questions. First 
you will hear instructions about this test, and then there will be two sample questions. You will be able to 
listen to each question one time. When you are ready to answer the question, give me a “thumbs up” 
(demonstrate for the student how to do a “thumbs up”)* and I will start recording you. Answer the sample 
questions using complete sentences. After I record your response to Sample A, I will play back your recording 
to make sure your voice is loud and clear. Do you have any questions? 

Pause for student questions, and then complete Sample A. 

Complete Sample B. Pause to answer any questions. 

SAY Now, the Speaking test will begin. I will not be able to answer any questions once the test begins. 

Click the blue Next button to continue through the test. Some questions have more than one part on one screen. 
Be sure to play the question and record the student’s response to all parts of the question. When you reach the 
end of the Speaking test, you will be prompted to submit the test. Once the test is submitted, you may not 
return to it.

*Any other signal that the student uses to communicate is acceptable, the thumbs up is just a suggestion.



Continued

Listening Test: Use external speakers. The TA can 
navigate the test and act as a scribe to click on 
the selected answer. The test can be projected 
as explained above and student can point to the 
selected answer choice. Please note the test 
must be administered in a one on one setting 
due to the test being projected.



SAVE THE DATE!        September 28-30, 2020

Location: Renaissance Phoenix Glendale Hotel and Spa
9495 W. Coyotes Blvd
Glendale, AZ 85305

www.azed.gov/assessment/lodging

Room rate is $121 (or prevailing state rate) plus applicable taxes. 
Group rate is available until August 27, 2020 or until sold out.

Cost: $425 per person
(includes breakfast, lunch, and parking each day)
Registration will open in March 2020

Call for Presenters will begin in January 2020
www.azed.gov/assessment/conference
Questions: Testing@azed.gov 

http://www.azed.gov/assessment/conference
http://www.azed.gov/assessment/conference
http://www.azed.gov/assessment/conference


Questions?

26
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