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5th Annual Civic Learning Conference 
“Inspiring Student Voices!” 

 

Agenda 

          7:30 am – 8:30 am  Registration / Breakfast / Exhibitors 
    

          8:30 am – 8:35 am Welcome 
 Mrs. Tammy Waller, Arizona Department of Education 
 
          8:35 am – 8:45 am  Special Guest Speaker                                                     
  Diane Douglas, Superintendent of Public Instruction                                                      
              
          8:45 am – 9:30 am Schools of Merit Award Presentation 

  
          9:30 am – 9:55 am Keynote Speaker  
  Mary Beth Tinker 
 
          9:55 am – 10:30 am Schools of Distinction and Excellence Award Presentation 
         

          10:30 am – 10:50 am Exhibitors and School poster sessions 
 
 10:50 am - 11:45 am Breakout Sessions 1 
 
 

          11:45 am – 12:40 pm Lunch / Network / Exhibitors 
 
 

          12:45 pm –  1:40 pm Breakout Session  2 
 
 1:50 pm—2:45 pm  Breakout Session  3 
 
          2:55 pm— 3:50 pm  Naturalization Ceremony  
 United States Citizenship and Immigration Services  
 
          3:50 pm – 4:00 pm  Wrap Up 
      
     Adjourn 
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March 2, 2018 

Dear Educator: 

I would like to welcome you to the 5th Annual Civic Learning Conference.    High quality  

civics education is vital for all our students.  While it is important to prepare our students for 

higher education and the workforce; there is a greater responsibility in educating our students. 

That responsibility is to prepare them to be successful citizens. It is only with a proper  

grounding in civics that we can pass along the freedom of our constitutional republic to future 

generations. That is why you are all so very important. I am confident that with your active 

participation at this conference and strong determination, we will prepare all our students with 

the knowledge, skills and dispositions necessary for an informed and engaged citizenry.    
 

I would also like to congratulate the schools being recognized as a 2016-2017 Arizona Civic 

Engagement School. The Arizona Civic Engagement School designation signifies your school 

as a leader in high quality teaching and learning in civic education. Your efforts in civic  

instruction and learning help ensure we have informed and engaged citizens, necessary for the 

preservation of a healthy democracy.  I appreciate your efforts and dedication to civic learning. 

 

Sincerely, 

   

 Diane M. Douglas 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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Congratulations to the 2016Congratulations to the 2016-Congratulations to the 2016-2017 2017  Congratulations to the 2016Congratulations to the 2016Congratulations to the 2016
Excellence in Civic Engagement SchoolsExcellence in Civic Engagement SchoolsExcellence in Civic Engagement Schools 

Schools of Merit 

School District 
Arizona College Preparatory, Oakland Campus Chandler Unified School District 
Benson High School Benson Unified School District 
Fremont Junior High School Mesa Public Schools 
Imagine Prep- Surprise Charter 
Kino Junior High Mesa Public Schools 
Kyrene de los Lagos Dual Language Academy Kyrene School District 
Kyrene Traditional Academy - Sureno Campus Kyrene School District 
Mendoza Elementary Mesa Public Schools 
Mesa High School Mesa Public Schools 
Mountain View High School Mesa Public Schools 
Poston Junior High School Mesa Public Schools 
Sandra Day O'Connor High School Deer Valley Unified School District 
Sirrine Elementary Mesa Public Schools 
Smith Junior High Mesa Public Schools 
Summit Academy Mesa Public Schools 
Superstition High School Mesa Public Schools 
Taylor Junior High Mesa Public Schools 
Tres Rios Service Academy Littleton School District 
West Wing School Deer Valley Unified School District 

Schools of Distinction 
School District 
Carson Junior High Mesa Public Schools 
Chandler High School Chandler Unified School District 
Cocopah Middle School Scottsdale Unified School District 
Dobson High School Mesa Public Schools 
East Valley Academy Mesa Public Schools 
Franklin Junior High Mesa Public Schools 
New School for the Arts and Academics Charter 
Skyline High School Mesa Public Schools 

Schools of Excellence 
School District 
Arizona School for the Arts Charter 
Basha High School Chandler Unified School District 
Hamilton High School Chandler Unified School District 
Red Mountain High School Mesa Public Schools 

Rhodes Junior High School Mesa Public Schools 

Safford K-8 School Tucson Unified School District 
Shepherd Junior High School Mesa Public Schools 
Westwood High School Mesa Public Schools 
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Keynote SpeakerKeynote Speaker 

 
 
 

 Mary Beth Tinker 
   
 

 Mary Beth Tinker was born in 1952 and grew up in Iowa, where her father was a Methodist minister. 

Her parents believed that religious ideals should be put into action, and the whole family became involved in 

the civil rights movement in the 1960’s. One of Mary Beth’s early memories is of her parents going to  

Ruleville, Mississippi in 1964 as part of Freedom Summer, an effort organized by Robert Moses and the Stu-

dent Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to register African Americans to vote. 

 By 1965, about 170,000 U.S. soldiers were stationed in Vietnam. Graphic footage of the war was  

carried into households everyday in this first “televised” war. As a 13-year-old student in eighth grade, Mary 

Beth was strongly affected by news of the war. She and her brothers and sisters, along with other students in 

Des Moines, decided to wear black armbands to school to mourn the dead on both sides of the Vietnam war. 

The armbands were also in support of a Christmas truce called by Senator Bobby Kennedy that year. The Des 

Moines school board tried to block the students from wearing the armbands, and most of the students who 

wore them were suspended, including John Tinker, Chris Eckhardt, Ross Peterson, Bruce Clark and Chris 

Singer. 
 The American Civil Liberties Union took the case to the Supreme Court for named plaintiffs John and 

Mary Beth Tinker and Chris Eckhardt.  In 1969, the Court ruled in a landmark decision that students in public 

schools do have First Amendment rights. Justice Abe Fortas wrote in the majority opinion that students and 

teachers do not “shed their constitutional rights…at the schoolhouse gate.” 

Mary Beth continues to educate young people about their rights, speaking frequently to students 

groups across the country. An advocate for the rights of youth, particularly in the areas of health 

and education, she is a retired pediatric nurse who has been active in her union, SEIU, and holds masters     

degrees in public health and nursing. In 2000, the Marshall-Brennan Project at Washington College of Law at 

American University named it’s annual youth advocacy award after Mary Beth. In 2006, as a tribute 

to Tinker’s devotion to the rights of young people, the ACLU National Board of Directors’ Youth Affairs 

Committee renamed its annual youth affairs award the “Mary Beth Tinker Youth Involvement Award.” 
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Special Thanks!Special Thanks! 

 

National Anthem 

Haley Harelson  
Arizona School for the Arts 

 

 
  

 

 

AFJROTC 

Instructor 

CMSgt. Brian Shaffer 
 

Cadets    

Aaron Kafka 

Renee May 

Samuel Price 

Tony Ayuyu 
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Special Thanks Special Thanks  Special Thanks Special Thanks 
To Our School Sponsors!To Our School Sponsors! 

www.joefossinstitute.org www.lwvaz.org 

www.azsba.org www.azsa.org 
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Special Thanks Special Thanks  Special Thanks Special Thanks 
To Our Civic Partners!To Our Civic Partners!To Our Civic Partners! 

www.veteransheritage.org 

www.azhistorycouncil.org www.geoalliance.asu.edu 

www.ace.edu 

www.uscis.gov  

www.akwai.com 

www.sgap.org 

www.azecon.org 

www.azflse.org 

www.azpbs.org 

www.azcourts.gov/AZ-Supreme-Court 

www.joefossinstitute.org 

www.lwvaz.org 

www.voicesforcasachildren.org 
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Special Thanks Special Thanks  Special Thanks Special Thanks 
To The Excellence in Civic To The Excellence in Civic  

Engagement Program Engagement Program Engagement Program  Engagement Program 
Committee!

Engagement Program Engagement Program 
Committee!Committee! 

Tammy Waller 
Teresa Mungai 
John Balentine 

Jenn Castro 
Dylan Dalzotto 

Syd Golston 
Betsy Lantka 

Andrew Lefevre 
Stephanie Maraspini 

Jen Mozilo 
David Martinez III 

Sami Mooney 
Duane Oakes 
Deborah Ruiz 
Diana Strouth 
Sam Shammah 
Tara Swanholm 
Carol Warren 
Terri Welsh 

Beverly Wilson 
Elena Zee 
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