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A. To provide an opportunity for either a Local Educational Agency (LEA) or the Child Welfare Agency (CWA) to dispute decisions regarding eligibility, school selection, school enrollment, or transportation feasibility for students in foster care.  
II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
A. The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), reauthorized as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), encourages the State Educational Agencies (SEAs) to have a procedure for the prompt resolution of disputes pertaining to the educational placement of students in foster care, how transportation to the school of origin will be funded, provided, and arranged, and which party(ies) shall bear the cost of said transportation.  
III. PROCEDURE
A. If a dispute arises relating to school selection or transportation feasibility, the student in foster care shall remain in their school of origin pending resolution of the dispute.
1. The LEA of origin must provide transportation to the school of origin for the duration of the dispute resolution process.  
B. The party initiating the dispute shall request any documents related to the issue in question from the disputed party (i.e. Best Interest Determination form, transportation policy or plan, enrollment or withdrawal papers, etc.). 

C. To initiate the state level dispute resolution procedure, the following must occur within five (5) work days after receipt of the requested documents. The party initiating the dispute must forward the following to the ADE Foster Care POC:
1. A copy of the State Level Notice of Appeal Form (page 3); and
2. A copy of the Best Interest Determination form from the CWA; and/or 
3. Any other documents relevant to the dispute. 
D. Upon receipt of the notice of appeal, the ADE Foster Care POC or designee shall, within five (5) work days, convene a panel consisting of themselves and at least two (2) additional ADE employees.
E. This panel shall review the entire record of the dispute, including any written statements submitted, and make a determination based on the student’s best interest. Within five (5) work days of the date the panel convenes, the ADE will issue this decision in writing.
F. The determination of the panel shall be esteemed with the highest of regard and the accentuation of interagency collaboration.  
State-level Notice of Appeal

(LEA & CWA)
LEA of Origin Name   __________________________________________________

LEA Foster Care POC   _________________________________   Date   __________

CWA Regional POC   _________________________________________
CWA Child Safety Specialist   _________________________________________

Form completed by   ____________________________________
Title   _________
Re: Student(s)   ________________________________________________
1.  Please explain the nature of the dispute:
2.  What do you believe is in the “best interest” of the student?  Why do you think so?

3.  Please document what has been done, to date, to settle this dispute (including steps that have been undertaken to ensure that the transportation be ‘cost effective’ and in accordance with section 475(4)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 675(4)(A)), if applicable):
Please return this form to Joey Taylor via email, fax, or certified mail to Arizona Department of Education, 1535 W. Jefferson Street, Bin #2, Phoenix, AZ, 85007 (602) 542-3569 * FAX (602)542-5467 joey.taylor@azed.gov or FosterCare@azed.gov
Within five (5) work days of receipt at ADE, the entire written record will be reviewed by a panel of ADE employees, including the ADE’s Foster Care POC or designee and two additional department employees.  This panel will issue a written decision to all parties. The determination of the panel shall be esteemed with the highest of regard and the accentuation of interagency collaboration.
