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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 8/31,2016

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

" 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: * If Revision, select appropriate letter{s):

[] Preapplication [<] New ‘ ‘
X Application [ ] Continuation " Other {Specify}:

[ ] Changed/Corrected Application | [ ] Revision | |

- 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant |dentifier:

l10.-'15.-‘2014 ‘ 0900014 ‘
5a. Federal Entity. [dentifier: 5b, Federal Award |dentifier;
losco0014 ||

State Use Only:

6. Date Received by State: I:l 7. State Application ldentifier: | |

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

"a.legalName: |nyj-0nz Nepartrent of Zducation l

~ b. EmplayerTaxpayer [dentification Mumber (EIN/TINY: ~ ¢ Organizational DUNS:

Be-a00d73l | |BCﬂ?460%?CCCC

d. Address:

" Streett: ‘1.5.3.5. W, Tollorsor 5. Bie #1b ‘

Street2:

* City:

AY: Arizora |

Naf: UHTTED S3TATES

County/Parish;

" State:

Province:

* Country:

" Zip / Postal Code:

e. Organizational Unit:

Department Name: Division Mame:

Teoartment of Foucation | |F._=.r1'-,f Childhood Fdusation

f. Name and contact information. of person to be contacted on matters. invelving this application:

Prefix: vias l * First Name: ‘_:-\m\;_ ‘
Middle Name: | |

“lastName:  |roorriveas |
Suffix; ‘ l

Title: ‘[].'L‘.L':L;L}". Assopclale suporiclenden.

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Number: |sigv-=42-at0s Fax Mumber: ]

amy.ccrrivoaufacod. yoy ‘

" Email:

PR/Award # S413A1500308
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

[A: State Covernment ‘

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

| |

* Other (specify):

|

*10. Name of Federal Agency:

l[J,S .o Sevatrtment. of Fducation

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

|S4.419

CFDA Title:

Preschoeol Zoveloomenl, Granls

*12. Funding Opportunity Number:

Lo-ERANTS-051514-001

* Title:

Oiiice ¢i Elemenlary and Scoondary. Educallon (GESEY @ Proscheol Zeveleomenl, Granls: ZevelopmenL
Granls CESA Wumizer 39 .41%A

13. Competition Identification Number:

29 419a2015 1

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

Add Attachment

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Arizens???s Avplicastiocn IZor the Prescheol Cevelooment Grant: This seoelicsticn cutlines & orooesal
=lcn high-gquality oreschoecl wrograms..

Zor cawltalizing on the grant ceowocrtunity to Duild and de

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Add Attachments

PR/Award # S413A1500308
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Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

16. Congressional Districts Of:

" a. Applicant .7 b. Program/Project

Attach an additional list of ProgramiProject Congressional Districts, if needed.

Add Attachment

17. Proposed Project:

‘ a. Start Date: " b. End Date:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

" a. Federal

* b. Applicant

(b)(4)

*¢. State

" a. Other

*f. Program Income

|
|
[
*d. Lacal [
|
[
[

*g. TOTAL

*19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Praocess?

@ a. This. application was. made available to the State under the Executive Crder 12372 Process for review on -

D b. Program is subject to E.Q. 12372 but has not been selected by the. State for review.
[ ] ¢ Program is not cavered by E.O. 12372,

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? {If "Yes,” provide explanation in attachment.)
[]ves No

It *Yes", provide explanation and attach

21. *By signing this application, | certify {1} to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements.
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances™ and agree to
comply with. any resulting terms if | accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims. may.
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

| AGREE

“* The list of certifications. and assurances, or an internet site. where you may obtain this list, is. contained in the announcemsnt or agency.
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: lr-»]r. ‘ * First Name: ‘F.] 1i0% ]

Widdle Name: | |

* Last Mame: |H iy |

Suffix: [ ‘

" Title: |Uep'_1t'-_-,-‘_ Juperintendent. of Puklic lastructicn |

* Telephone Number: |5.3.2 C3B4d . 3347 | Fax Number: ‘

* Email: l E__iloll. Hlposdazea.goy |

* Signature of Authorized Representative: Todd Mason

* Date Signed: |10_.-15.-'2m4 ]

PR/Award # S413A1500308
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OMB Number: 4040-0007.
Expiration Date: 06/30/2014

ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated tc average 15 minutes per response,. including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions. for.
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwaork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND.
IT TO. THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE:  Certain of these assurances. may. not be applicable to your project or program. If you have questions, please contact the

awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to additional assurances.
If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authecrized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant:

1.

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assisiance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability.
{including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost} to ensure proper planning, management
and completion of the project described in this
application.

Act of 1973, as amended {29 U.5.C. §794}, which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended {42 L.
5.C. §§6101-6107}, which prohibits discrimination. on
the basis of age; (e) the Brug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 {P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug

2. Wil give the awarding agency, the Comptroller General abuse; {f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
of the United States and, if appropriate, the State, Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
through any. authorized representative, access to and Act of 1970 (P.L.91-618}, as amended, relating to
the right to examine all records, bocks, papers, or nandiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
documents related to the award; and will establish a aleoholism; (g) §§523 and 527 of the Public Health
proper accounting system in accordance with generally Service Actof 1912 (42 U.5.C. §§290 dd-3 and 290
accepted accounting standards. or. agency. directives. ae- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality. of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title VIl of the Civil
3. Will establish safeguards to prohibit employses from Rights Act of 1968 (42 L1.5.C. §§3601 et seq.}. as
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or amended, relating to nondiscrimination. in. the sale.
presents the appearance of personal or organizational rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
conflict of interest, or personal gain. nandiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
4. Willinitiate and complete the work within the applicable madg; apd:. 0 .lhe' requwements_ of any other
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
agency. application.
5.  Will comply with the Intergovernmental Perscnnel Act of ggt?g:giiso;fh$;|:;ria;deCﬁlrnoglltig,ljvr:ti?otrr;r?
1970 (42 U.S.C. §§4728-4763) relating to prescribed Relocation Aé.siétancé énd Fleél Proberty Acquisition
standards for. merit systems for programs funded under. Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-546) which provide for
i;‘:)g;é?:' }: ifsgéu&?: g{arsg;:ggc;gf asir‘leg:if{egylsntem of fair. and equitablg treatment of persons displaced or
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 800, Subpart F). whose property Is acquired as a result Of- Federal or
' ' ' ’ federally-assisted programs. These requirements
. ) . apply to all interests in real property acquired for
6. Will comply with all Federal statutes relating to project purposes regardless of Federal participation in

nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a} Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 {P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination. on the basis of race. color
or national origin; (b} Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.5.C.§§1681-

1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination on,

the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation

Previous Edition Usable

Authorized for Lacal Repraduction

purchases.

Will comply, as applicable, with provisions of the
Hatch Act (5 U.S.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328)
which limit the political activities of employees whose
principal employment activities are funded. in whole.
or in part with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by CMB. Circular A-102

PR/Award # S413A1500308
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9. Will comply, as applicable, with the provisions of the Davis-
Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. §§2764a to 2763-7), the Copeland Act
{40 U.8.C. §276¢c and 18 U.5.C. §874}, and the Contract
Work Hours and Safety Standards Act {40 U.5.C. §§327-
333}, regarding |labor standards for federally-assisted
construction subagresments.

10. Will comply, it applicable, with flood insurance purchase,
requirements of Section 102{a} of the Flood Disaster.
Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which requires
recipients in a special flood hazard area to participate in the

13.

Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.5.C. §470), EO 11593
{identification and protection of historic properties), and
the Archaeological and Histaric Preservation Act of
1974 (16 U.S.C. §§46%a-1 et seq.).

14. Will comply with P.L. 83-348 regarding the protection of

human subjects involved in research, development, and
related activities supported by this award of assistance.

program and to purchase floed insurance if the total cost of 15. Will comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
insurable construction and acguisition is $10,000 or more. 1966 (P.L. ,89'544’ as amended, 7 U.5.C. §§2131 et
seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatiment of
11. Wil comply with environmental standards which may be warm blooded animals held for research, teaching, or
prescribed pursuant to the following: (a). institution of other activilies supported by this award of assistance.
environmental quality control measures under the National ) ) ) .
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190) and 16. Will comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Executive Order (EQ} 11514; {b) notification of violating Prevention Act {42.U.8.C. §§4801 et seq.} which
facilities pursuant to EQ 11738; (c} protection of wetlands prohibits the use of load-based paint in construction or
pursuant to EQ 11990; (d) evaluation of flood hazards in rehabilitation of residence structures.
floodplains in accordance with EQ.11988; () assurance of 17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and.
project consistency. with the approved State management compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
program developed under the Coastal Zone Management Act Amendments, of 1996 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
Act of 1872 (16 U.S.C. §§1451. et seq.); {f) conformity of "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
Federal actions ta State (Clean Air) Implementation Plans Organizations.”
under Section 176(¢) of the Clean Air Act of 1855, as
amended (42 U.8.C. §§7401 et seq.); (g) protection of 18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
underground sources of drinking water under the Safe Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and palicies
Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended (P.L. 93-523}; governing this program.
and, (h} protection of endangered species under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 19. Will. comply with the requirements. of Section 108(g}. of
205}. the Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000, as
. . . L amended (22 U.8.C. 7104} which prohibits grant award
12, Will comply with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of recipients or a sub-recipient from {1} Engaging in severe
1968 (16 U.S.C. §51271 et seq.) related to protecting forms of trafficking in persons during the period of time
components or potential components of the national that the award is in effect (2) Procuring a commercial
wild and scenic rivers system. sex act during the period of time that the award is in
effect or (3) Using forced |labor in the performance of the
award or subawards under the award.
SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL TITLE

|Iod:i ¥ason

|::-c'_‘3'3ul_ v o Suncrinloenooenl ol Fuo_lo Znslrusllon |

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION

DATE SUBMITTED

Arleona Dopas-omeoent, ol BEdusation

1071572014 |

Standard Form 4248 (Rev. 7-97) Back

PR/Award # S413A150008
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Approved by OMB
Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31. U.5.C.1352

0348-0046
1..* Type of Federal Action: 2. * Status of Federal Action: 3.." Report Type:
l:‘ a. contract |:| a. bidisifer/apphcation & a. initial filing
g b grant b. initial award El b. matetial change
l:‘ C. cooperative agraement |:| ¢ post-award
I:] d. loan
D & loan guarantes
I:] f. loan insurance
4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:
[E Frime l:l SubAwardes
* Name |
Arazana Deuariment o Foncatan
* Street T | ~ ] ] | Sirest. 2 [ |
JRACR NN Clozooon Sh,. 41 E
" City | | State | ] ) | Zip | |
EEAR P st 1] 25007
Congrossional District, f known: |/ |
6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7.” Federal Program Name/Description:
LB Deuarlmenl ol Eonsallon Precoho.l Dmvslowaenl Grent;
CFDA Number, if applicabls |v| A
8. Federal Action Number, if known. 9. Award Amount, if known:
$ | ]
10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:
Prefix I:l * First Name | fpe s aille | Micldie: Namg l ‘
* Last Name | ] ] Sufix I:l
L Apslicalsle
* Street 1 |-1- l Strear 2 | ]
"oy [I\'-‘Jll-_- Apzlocalla | State | | Zp | |
b. Individual Periorming. Services (incuding address if ditferent from No.. 10a
Prefix I:l " First Name [, il |Mrddn'e_ Narma | |
* Street 1 |'\1 l Straat 2 | |
ity ||-\::;1-;- aprlicshble | State | | Zip | |
Infermation requested through this torm is authorized by title 31.L1.5.C. section 1352, This disclosura of lobbying activties is a material representation ot tact upon which
_Inf i 5.C T i i
reliance was placed by the her above whan the transaction was made or entered into.  This disclosure 1s required pursuant to 21 LLS.C. 1352, This information will be reported to
the Congress semi-annually and will be avallable for public inspection. . Any. person wha fails to file tha required disclosura shall be subjact to a civil penalty. of not less than
$10,000 and not rmove than $100,000 tor each such failure.
* Signature: |T,.,__.|,__ B l
*Name: Prafix l:| * First Name | - | Middie Marite |
Elliztl
* L ast Name | o | Settix I:l
H ] )
Title: |Lopoze superinzondons | Telephene No.: |Dale: |:u..-'|r._.-'zu:.-|
Authorized lor Lacal Reproduction,
.Faderal Usa Only: . Standard Form.- LLL (Rev, 7-97)

ey T -
FR/AWAIT # 24 TEA

Page e8
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Tracking Number:GRANT11761772

OMB Number: 1894-0005.
Expiration Date: 33/31/2017

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new
provision in the Department of Education's General
Education Provisions Act (GERA) that applies to applicants
for new grant awards under Department programs. . This
provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted as part of the
Improving America's Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law (P.L.)
103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant .
awards under this program. .. ALL APPLICANTS FOR.
NEW AWARDS MUST INCLUDE INFORMATION. IN .
THEIR APFPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS THIS NEW
PROVISION IN. ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER .
THIS PROGRAM.

{If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State
needs to provide this description only for projects or
activities that it carries out with funds reserved for State-level
uses. In addition, local school districts or other eligible
applicants that apply to the State for tunding need to provide
this description in their applications to the State for funding.
The State would be responsible for ensuring that the school
district or. other local entity has submitted a sufficient

section 427 statement as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require?

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds, {other than an
individual person) to include in its. application a description.
of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure
equitable access to, and participation in, its .
Federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and.
other program beneficiaries with special needs. This
pravision allows applicants discretion in developing the
required description. The statute highlights six types of
parriers that can impede equitable access. or participation:
gender, race, national arigin, color, disability, or age..
Based on local circumstances, you should determine
whether. these or other barriers may prevent your. students,
teachers, etc. from such access or participation in, the
Federally-funded project or activity. The description in your,
application of steps to be taken to overcome these barriers .
need nat be lengthy; you may provide a clear and succinct

description of how you plan to address those barriers that are
applicable to your circumstances. . In addition. the information
may. be provided in a single narrative, or it appropriate, may
be discussed in connection with related topics in the
application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of
civil rights statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing
their projects, applicants for Federal funds address equity
concerns that may affect the ability of certain potential
heneficiaries to fully participate in the project and to achieve
to high standards. Censistent with program requirements and.
its approved application, an applicant may use the Federal
funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant
may comply with Section 427.

{1} An applicant that proposes to carry out an adult literacy
project serving, among others, adults with limited English
preficiency, might describe inits application how it intends to
distribute a brochure about the proposed project to such
potential participants in their native language.

{2} An applicant that proposes to develop instructional
materials for classroom use might describe how it will make
the materials. available on audio. tape. or. in. braille for students
who are blind.

{3} An applicant that proposes to carry out a model science
program for secondary students and is. concerned that girls.
may. be less likely than boys to enroll in the course, might
indicate. how it intends to. conduct "outreach” efforts to girls,
to encourage their enrcliment.

We recognize that many applicants may already be
implementing effective steps to ensure equity of
access and participation in their grant programs, and.
we gppreciate your cooperation in responding to the
requirements of this provision.

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According ta the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such
collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of informaticn is estimated to average
1.5 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the
data needed, and completing and. reviewing. the collection of information... The obligation to. respond to this collection. is required to.
obtain or retain benefit {(Public Law 103-382). Sand comments regarding the. burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection
of information, including. suggestions. for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 403 Maryland Ave., SW,
Washington, DC. 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov. and reference the QMB Caontrol Number. 1894-0005.

Optional - You may attach 1 file to this page.

EEEA L df

‘ Delete Attachmentl View Attachment

PR/Award # S413A150008
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ARIZONA-Preschool Development Grant Application

Section 427 of GEPA

As part of this specific grant, ADE will be ensuring that children with disabilities have
equal access to the services provided as written in the grant narrative. Specifically, this grant has
a strong component of inclusion as it directly speaks to IDEA regulations such as LRE and also
addresses quality inclusionary practices for all children. To ensure children with varying abilities
have access to quality early childhood education programming, this grant directly address the use
of a multi-ticred system of supports (MTSS). This grant narrative also outlines the use of
Inclusion Specialists to aid carly childhood instructional staff in creating universally designed
environments and implementing appropriate adaptations and accommodations so all children can
access the common curriculum and assessment. The grant narrative sketches out the ways that
sub-grantees are expected to ensure meaningful participation for children eligible for this
opportunity, including a requirement that no less than 2 children of 20 children being served by
early learning providers are children on Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). This
requirement is in an effort to increase the percentage of eligible children being served in
inclusionary settings. Additionally, this grant will impact adults who may need additional
supports in accessing higher education credits. ADE will work with the selected Institutes of
Higher Education (o require that accessibility standards are maintained through student support

services. .

PR/Award # S413A1500308
Page 10



CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Cantracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements

The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

(1) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by ar on behalf of the undersigned, tc any
persen for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer ar employee of Cangress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with
the awarding of any Federal contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the
entering into of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract, grant, lean, or cooperative agreement.

(2) if any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influgncing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Cangress in connection with this Federal
contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard
Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities," in accordance with its instructions.

(3). The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents.
for all subawards at all tiers {including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, lgans, and
cooperative agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification
is. a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or
entered into. Submission of this certification is a prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction
imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required certification shall be..
subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,00 ¢ and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance
The undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

If any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer
or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of
a Member of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or
guarantee a lean, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Ferm-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,"” in accordance with its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or
entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails te file the
required statement shall be subjec t to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more than $100,000
for each such failure.

" APPLICANT'S QRGANIZATION

l.-“\ri rona Departrent. of Tduceation

" PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Prefix: * First Name:|Z-Lia | Middle Name:|
+Last Name: [ suic] ]

* Title: |L)ep'_|‘_y. Supesinlendent of Public _nelzucllion

* SIGNATURE: "oc::_‘i Mazzoe ‘ i DATEI|'_C,»"15_.-’2J'_'~'.

PR/Award # S413A1500308
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ARIZONA-Preschool Development Grant Application

Arizona-Preschoel Development Grant

Oftice of the Arizona Governor, Janice K. Brewer

The Preschool Development Grant cutlines Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan to make
high-quality preschool programs more available and accessible in 15 High Needs Communities (HNC) as
well as to support preschool infrastructure-building and quality enhancements. Arizona proposes to use
65% of the funding to increase preschool access and quality lor qualifying 4-year olds in targeted HNCs
with a proposed project ontcome of up to an additional 133 new. classrooms and an increase of preschool
slots by 3,478 by end ol the grant cycle. Using a strengths-based, comprehensive Early Childhood Quality
Improvement Process (ECQUIP) community collaboration will be established within each HNC to
support sub-grantees with unique, specilic issues: increasing access Lo high- quality and appropriate
preschool programs, kindergarten transitions, literacy instruction and supports, English Language
Learners, and providing Least Restriclive Environment placements for children with. disabilities.

Arizona proposes maximizing early childhood education (ECE) infrastructure with 35%
of the funding. Arizona will increase access 10 Arizona’s tiered quality rating improvement
system (TQRIS), Quality First (QF), in the HNCs by devoting 9.8 million dollars over the next
four years. QF is the rating system by which the sub-grantees will be measured as they move
towards higher levels of quality, and is also part of the mechanism that will be used to identify
and support specific activities and professional development needs. QF also provides additional
comprehensive supports to the HNCs in the form of Mental Health Consultation, Child Care
Health Consultation, and Inclusion Coaching. Arizona also proposes to advance the
collaborative, statewide ECE Professional Development System and improve the qualifications
and effectiveness ol the early learning worklorce by investing 12.7 million dollars in this
strategy over the next four years. This grant will support robust professional development from
ADE as well as financially ensures access to higher level college credits that supports movement
toward credentialing. Some of these dollars are also committed to improving capacity within
Institutcs of Higher Education to offer robust programs for Arizona’s ECE and Early Childhood
Special Education degrees. The last infrastructure building component is to establish data
linkages between preschool and ADE. Arizona will invest 2.2 million dollars over the next four years
in Information technology (IT} to align preschool data with ADE’s K-12 State Longitudinal Data System
{SLDS). This will enable reporting and analysis by the HNCs that can help identity achievement gaps,
pinpoint initiatives that best promote positive outcomes, and provide data for longitudinal analysis.

Arizona has widespread support for the Preschool Development Grant application, and has
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secured many letters attesting to this fact. The broad group of stakeholders includes state agencies such as
Arizona’s Department of Health Services, Department of Economic Services, and First Things First.
Support also came from the statewide collaborative Read on Arizona, a partner in grade level reading
initiatives. Arizona’s State Advisory Council is the Early Childhood Development & Health Board which
was also supportive of the cffort. Arizona’s philanthropic community is gencrous and supportive of ECE
efforts, Both the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust and the Helios Education Foundation tendered letters
of support. The Arizona Head Start Association as well as local grantees also imparted letters of support.
Child Advocacy allies, such as Children’s Action Alliance and Expect Mere Arizona also submitted
letters of support. In addition, the Anizona Association {or the Education ol Young Children also supplied
a letter. Lastly, in each of the 15 HNCs, ECE partners came together to sign a single collective letter of
support. Fach of (hese submissions is as diflerent as the communities they represent. Examples ol these
partners included local FTF Regional Council representatives, private child care, child care homes, faith

based programs, school districts and Head Starts.
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A. Executive Summary
Al. The State’s Progress to Date
Arizona is committed to helping communities within our state build and develop high-
quality preschool programs that enable children from vulnerable communities to enter
kindergarten prepared to succeed in school and in life. Arizona’s plan, as detailed below, outlines
how the state will further develop its current system (can we be specific about what the
statewide system is7) in order to improve access to early childhood education in communities
where children do not have equitable opportunities. This grant application details how the
Arizona Department of Education (ADE) will partner with First Things First (FTF), a sister
agency, o improve the quality and scope of early learning in Arizona. This plan explains and
describes how the grant will be used to significantly improve the state’s infrastructure in its Early
Childhood Education (ECE) system by developing a highly-skilled early childhood workforce
and increasing the ability of preschool programs in the highest need areas to access the state’s
Tiered Quality Rating Improvement System (TQRIS). Arizona’s plan is ambitious but achicvable
as much of the groundwork for significant improvements in kindergarten readiness has already
been laid. Funding from this grant will enable Arizona to continue improving its ECE system.
There are approximately 98,000 four-year-old children in Arizona who face multiple
barriers 1o school readiness, including: poverty, dilficulty speaking and understanding English,
and lack ol exposure to books and other literacy resources. Data collected by the Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS), sheds light on the current state of Arizona’s ECE
system emphasizing the need for strategic increases in preschool openings across Arizona. Data
shows that:
e 45% of children from birth to kindergarten entry are of Hispanic/Latino origin
e 45% of young children in Arizona are English learners
» 249 of children from birth to kindergarten-entry live with single mothers
e  More than 281,000 children are [rom low-income families {52%. of the total
number of children under age six in the state with an income of up to 200% of the
Federal poverty rate)
» 40% of Arizona fourth graders performed below the National Assessment of

Educational Progress (NAEP) Basic level in reading in 2013
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e Inthc 2010-2011 school ycar, according to thc ADE’s English Language Learner
(ELL) Annual Report, Arizona ranked 15" in the nation with 7% of students in
grades K-12 reported as limited English proficient (LEP) or ELL.

¢ With a total number of 76,832, ELLs accounted for approximately 7% of all K-
12 students in Arizona during FY 2013. In FY 2013, 55% of ELLs were enrolled
in grades Kindergarten through grade two.

Based on the variance of these factors there is inequity in how Arizona children are able
to access the support they need to be successful in school. Although stakeholders have a unified
mission that all children will leave third grade reading at or above grade level, at this time
Arizona does not have a secure funding source by which to offer targeted preschool.

A2. Provide High-Quality Preschool Programs in one or more High-Need
Communities (HNCs)

The Preschool Development Grant (the grant) would allow Arizona to make high-quality.
preschool programs available in identified HNCs and support preschool program infrastructure-
building and quality enhancements. This grant targets fifteen HNCs in five Arizona counties.
Details about the selection of each HNC can be found in Section D. This grant will allow
Arizona to serve twice as many qualifying four-year-olds, providing high-quality ECE
experiences that create a strong foundation for learning. The targeted 15 HNCs will strategically
support ELL and other children with vulnerabilities through an enhanced quality investment,
with a focus on access to high-quality literacy experiences and access to the comprehensive
Arizona Early Learning Standards (AzELS), as detailed in Section C. The HNC will collaborate
and coordinate local efforts in order to develop preschool through grade three continuums, as
detailed in Section F.

A3. Increase the number and percentage of Eligible Children served in High-Quality.
Preschool Programs

Arizona’s ambitious but achicvable plan is to increasc access to high-quality carly
learning opportunities in 15 HNCs in Arizona. It was important that ADE select Local Education
Agencies (LEAs) with a C or better since our ambitious plan is to make immediate
improvements in the level of quality students are receiving. LEAs that scored lower than a C
may not be as ready 10 make the changes necessary to improve quality right away. This diverse

group of communities includes urban and rural communities, clustered into five of Arizona’s
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fifteen counties. HNCs were identified using the following data points: high rates of Free and
Reduced Lunch, more than 25% of the students served identified as being ELL, the HNC is
predicted to be serving less than 50% of their capacity based on K-3 enrollment formula, and the
LEAs must have earned a C or better (on a scale from A-F) on the statewide school report
system. It is anticipated that within the identified HNCs, Arizona will be able to develop up to an
additional 133 new classrooms and increase preschool slots by 3,478 by the end of the four-year
grant cycle. In year one, we intend to serve 2,174 children in new slots. In years two, three, and
four we will add an additional 435 children cach ycar. This will result in an incrcasc in the
percentage of eligible children being served from 3% o 6%.

A4. Characteristics of High-Quality Preschool Programs.

The Arizona regulatory system for early childhood programs addresses basic health and
safety standards, but does not include standards for high-quality practices that achieve results in
preparing children for school and life success. In Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan for
ensuring high-quality preschool programming, the Program Guidelines for High-qualiry Early
FEducation: Birth through Kindergarten (PGHQ, found in Appendix A) 1s used to identify and
outline the elements of high-quality, while the TQRIS system, Quality First (QF), is used to
measure where programs are in implementing the essential standards and indicators ol quality.

Building upon basic health and safety requirements, the PGHQ document a set of
practices that programs utilize as they strive for excellence in early care and education
throughout Arizona. The PGHQ delineate quality and provide a set of indicators that concretely
describe what a program will look like when providing comprehensive experiences that nurture
the whole child and encourages them to engage with responsive, nurturing adults who promote
children’s optimal development when they are not with their families. These standards meet the
definition of a “High-Quality Preschool Program,” indicated in the grant application guidelines,
and are linked to Arizona’s PGHQ plan detailed mn Section C..

Key program structures that are evaluated by QF include: safe, enriching environments;
positive interactions between children and adults that enhance instructional practices; highly
qualified early childhood educators; small class sizes; and a comprehensive curriculum that
incorporates ongoing, developmentally appropriate child assessment and is aligned with the

A7ZELS and PGHQ.
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. To ensure implementation of these high-quality indicators, as well as the indicators of
high-quality that go beyond this list, ADE and QF will work collaboratively to provide support
to early learning providers in the HNCs in key ways that include: on-site coaching, technical
assistance, and targeted professional development as detailed in Section C. Additionally, sub-
grantees will be required to participate in the Early Childhood Quality Improvement Practices
(ECQUIP) process, as detailed in Section C, to ensure community collaboration is taking place.
This is also the way that the sub-grantces will link to the LEA 1in their HNC. Through a
program’s participation in thc ECQUIP proccss, the QF process will be augmented, resulting in
the achievement of higher quality. .

AS. Set expectations for school-readiness.

Arizona has seen a growing momentum among stakeholders to look at what it will take to.
get our children ready for school and set for life. A statewide vision to address these needs was
established through collaborative work convened by FTF. The final product was a set of
readiness indicators that provide Arizona with a comprehensive, composite measure to determine
if children are ready for success as they prepare to enter Kindergarten. Strategies funded by
multiple state agencies work collectively at local and state levels to embed the school indicators
into. Arizona’s ECE system. For example, FTF Regional Partnership Councils (RPC) determine
priorities and strategies 1o be funded in order to support the school readiness indicators. The
statewide goals for school readiness indicators can be found in Appendix J.

To address the state’s first goal of children being able to demonstrate school readiness at
kindergarten entry through a comprehensive look at all the developmental domains, key
stakeholders at ADE, FTF, and Head Start State Collaboration Office (HSSCQO) asked West Ed
to form a series of focus groups and connect to experts in order to help Arizona further define
school readiness. Through an extensive, collaborative process Arizona determined its common
deliniion of schoel readiness 1s: .

Arizona’s young children will demonstrate school readiness through the Essential
Domains of Language and Literacy development, Cognition and General Knowledge (including
early mathematics and early scientific development), Approaches to Learning {curiosity,
inttiative, persistence, creativity, problem-solving, and confidence), Physical Well-Being and

Motor Development and Self-Regulation of atiention and emotion. Intentional development of
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skifls and knowledge in these domains establishes a critical foundation for children to engage in
and benefit from opportunities to learn.

Arizona then went a step further and created what ultimately became the Arizona School
Readiness Framework (ASRF), detailed in Appendix F, which 1s a4 contextual document meant to
encourage collaboration between service providers and the numerous parts of the early childhood
system. It also illuminates the necessity of a kindergarten system. including a kindergarten entry
asscssment (KEA). The framework retlects the purposc of identifying readiness, and builds on
the state’s cfforts to cstablish a system in which all children have access to quality cxperiences
leading to school success. There are four specific goals of the ASRF:

1. Establish a common language around school readiness,

2. Develop a clear outline of the readiness framework,

3. Determine the roles of standards, effective instruction, and curriculum, and

4. Identify meaningful, well-aligned assessment of readiness to individualize instruction.

The ASRF combines four essential components to provide the supports needed to ensure
children’s school readiness and meet the goals identified above. The components are as
follows: .a commeon definition of school readiness; the use of effective instruction, standards,
curriculum, and assessment; family engagement partnerships; and quality transitions into
kindergarten [or all children. Arizona is just beginning to educate a statewide audience of the
final ASRF. Key collaborative partners in state agencies, philanthropy, and advocacy are
beginning to determine how. this information works to establish a common understanding and
pathway to kindergarten through policy and procedural advancements. HNC sub-grantees will be
digesting this information at the local level and determining how it may inform and improve
local relationships and practices. These relationships are important as they will be important to
increasing access to high-quality programming in the Arizona Department of Education and
other partners will continue 1o expand the depth and breadth of this work to further engage
families in partnering for school success.

Although not all of Arizona’s children attend carly care and education programs, a high-
quality early learning program recognizes and understands how children’s goals for learning are
framed within the context of lcarning standards and is able to align planning of activitics,
designing of cnvironments to stimulate children’s lcarning, and rcachces across content and

domains of school readiness. There is inequity in how children in Arizona are able to access
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these experiences in the HNCs. Arizona recognizes that school readiness efforts must address the
whole child including development in the following domains: social-emotional, language and
literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, physical development and health, and fine arts.
This is the basis for Arizona’s continued work on a kindergarten developmental inventory..

The ADE and FTF have begun to plan for the implementation of a Kindergarten Entry
Assessment (KEA) pilot. Essential to the success of that pilot is assessment knowledge, quality
collection of evidence, and usc of information and data to drive instruction. Funded by The
Virginia G. Pipcr Charitable Trust, ADE is moving forward to cnsurc robust professional
development opportunities targeted to develop the skills and capacity of the kindergarten
teachers who are currently implementing the Arizona College and Career Ready Standards
(AZCCRS) and will eventually conduct the KEA. The professional development offerings
concentrate on deepening expertise in teacher’s content knowledge, extending each educator’s
portfolio of effective instructional practices, and effectively using ongoing formative assessment
data to inform instruction that is responsive to the learning needs of each young student. It is
critically important that educators across the continuum, from early learning environments to the
kindergarten classrooms, establish common understandings regarding the value, application, and
utilization of ongoing assessment data 1o guide teaching and learning. The pilot will inform a
menu of professional development modules in anticipation of a successful KEA implementation.

While Arizona 18 moving forward with this effort, an interagency. group at the ADE is
engaged with a group of colleagues from ten other states in creating a unique assessment tool
that can be used at kindergarten entry and utilized in an on-going formative way throughout the
school year. More information is available in Section F.

A6. Supported by a broad group of stakeholders

Arizona has received significant support for the grant application. This will support the
early childhood infrastructure 1n specific, targeted ways as well as allow for increased access to
high-quality in HNC. Arizona recognizes that although this opportunity is timely and appreciated
there is still much work to be done to create the sustained system we envision. Advocacy work
must continue through relationships, partnerships, and collaborations by a broad range of
stakcholders. FTF includes representatives from across the state and from various political
partics, as well as various statc agencics administering ECE programs. FTE RPCs include morc

than 300 volunteer members engaged in leading local ECE initatives, including: parents of
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young children; representatives of 19 of Arizona’s 22 tribes and nations; child care providers
including Head Start, K-12 educators and administrators; health professionals; and members of
the faith, business, and philanthropic. communities. These RPCs have leveraged local support to.
enhance early care and education and have enlisted strong family involvement that reflects the,
diversity of their regions. .

Additionally, as part of the process of identifying the HNCs and key collaborating
partners for the grant, ADE has sccurcd many letters of support from a broad group of
stakcholders, including the Arizona Department of Health Scrvices (AZDHS), the Arizona
Department of Economic Security (AZDES), Head Start, and the HNCs themselves.

A7. Allocate funds between: Activities to build or enhance infrastructure using no.
more than 35% of funds and sub-grants using at least 65% of funds

Arizona proposes to utilize funds from the grant strategically and wisely to meet both the
needs of the HNC and the requirements of the grant. Overall, Arizona is eligible for 80 million
dollars over the grant period. In those four years, 35% of the dollars from the grant will be
utilized to collaboratively build an infrastructure of supports to improve the quality of programs
within each HNC. Improving the infrastructure is vital as we increase access to preschool
services, since Arizona wants 1o significantly improve the quality of the programs families gain
access to. This requires a serious investment in teachers and the eflective instructional strategies
they can implement. Arizona’s ambition is to capitalize on the ECE framework already in place
to efficiently execute this plan. The 359 statewide infrastructure investment will target three,
areas:

1. QF investment (Section C),

Improved professional development system (Sections C and F), and

LS T

Data Linkages (Section C).

These three areas of investment will work together and result in improvements to quality.
First, QF 1s not only the measurement [or quality; it includes a process [or identifying
improvements and provides individualized coaching support to increase implementation of high-
quality guidelines. Secondly, the investment in instructional staff is critical to building their
knowledge and skills to provide cffective instruction for all children. Lastly, the data linkages

will allow for cvidenced-based decision-making at the state and local levels.
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Arizona's ambitious but achievable plan will ensure that 65% of the grant’s dollars have
been allocated and utilized by sub-grantees towards increasing and sustaining the number of slots
in the HNCs and improving the quality of the programs being offered. The budget details can be,
seen in Table B.

In year one, the Arizona plan will grant out_d()llars_ to sub-grantees and utilize
ten million dollars in infrastructure building to support QF participation, enhance the
profcssional devclopment system, and begin working on the ECE part of the ADE Statc
Longitudinal Data Systcm (SLDS).

In year two, there will be a shift in funding to ensure additional funds are granted Lo
increased numbers of sub-grantees who in year one worked to increase quality to higher
standards and thus deemed of high-quality and eligible to be awarded funds. The funding to sub-
grantees will increase to (b)(4)  |dollars. There will be a decrease in infrastructure costs of
dollars, thus allowing for.do]]ars_ of continued infrastructure supports
for QF participation, the professional development system, and the ECE part of the ADE SLDS.

By year three, dollars will be used to again increase the number of sub-
grantees. The capacity of the HNC to serve more children in new slots will be considered and
additional HNCs may be identified if current communities reach their max capacity. The
decrease in funding to infrastructure building will be balanced by the decline in the needs ol
support for the ECE part of the ADE SLDS and continued participation in QF.

By year four, dollars will be awarded to sub-grantees and additional HNCs
may be considered as HNCs already participating may reach their max capacity for additional
slots. [(B)}4) Jdollars will be available for any QF supports that are still needed, as well as

professional development and continued support for the ADE SLDS.
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Table B. Allocation of Funds

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Luml;latlve

Allocation
of Federal
Preschool Gt $ & $ G $ 22
development Funds ’ Funds ’ Funds, ’ Funds
grant
Funds

1A: State-  |(B)(4)
Level
Infrastructure.

|B: High-
Quality,

Preschool

Programs

[C: New
Preschool.
Slots

1D
Improved.
Preschool.

Slots

Total
Federal 520,000000 | 100% | $20,000000 | 100% | $20,000,000 | 100% | $20.000.000 | 1004 | S80,000.000
Funds

100%.

The grant [unding opportunity will provide Arizona with the opportunity to ensure these
state preschool program slots are of high-quality in two key ways: (1) continuing to build strong
preschool program infrastructure that would enable the delivery of high-quality preschool
services to children and families; and (2) expanding high-quality preschool programs in targeted
communities that would create strong foundations as children move from preschool into grades
K-3. Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan will connect to the on-going ECE systems building
efforts already taking place in the state. This grant opportunity will be utilized to address specific
elements within the goal areas of Arizona’s High-quality Plan (AHQP) for systems building,
illustrated in Figure A. Arizona’s plan to improve the quality of the early learning experiences
for its preschool aged children and the necessity of building strong preschool through grade three
continuums is much larger than this grant. Throughout Arizona, at both a state level and local

level, investments are being made on behalf of young children. It is recognized in Arizona that a
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t foundation i ly childhood, . \ . .
Strong totcation I earty chiieioo Figure A: Arizona’s High Quality Plan

from birth through grade three, is the (AHQP)

key to Arizona’s future. Indeed, strong

foundations are necessary. 1f we expect

generational change. HIGH -QUALITY

B. Commitment to High-Quality PLAN
Preschool Programs )
ar;huiﬁl:l;[:l:éjgrh' Align and
_ B1. Early Learning and Goal 1| teamng and. el
Areas REFORM
Development Standards

Arizona has a comprehensive

continuum of early learning and

development standards that are

intended for use with all young

children, including children with disabilities, in urban, rural, and tribal communities. The
documents provide a detailed description of early learning outcomes for children from birth to
school entry. They are developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate and address all
essential domains of development and school readiness, including the domains of language and
literacy development, cognition {including early mathematics and early scientific development),
approaches toward learning (including the utilization of the arts), physical well-being and motor
development, and social and emotional development.

For the infants and toddlers age group, the Arizona Infant and Toddler Developmental
Guidelines (1ITDG) include five domains: Social Emotional, Approaches to Learning, Language
Development and Communication, Cognitive Development, and Physical and Motor
Development (See Appendix D). The AzELS are for children ages three to five years and include
eight standards: Social Emotional; Approaches to Learning; Language and Literacy;
Mathematics; Science; Social Studies; Physical Development, Health and Safety; and Fine Arts
(See Appendix E). Alignment tables in these documents illustrate connections to the Head Start
Framework and Arizona’s College and Carcer Ready Standards for Kindergarten. An example of
an alignment tablc is featured in Figure B. All of these documents are designed for universal usc
and arc appropriatc for usc with English languagc learners and for children with disabilitics or

developmental delays.

12

PR/Award # S413A1500308
Page e27



ARIZONA-Preschool Development Grant Application

Arizona has worked diligently on developing a robust continuum of early learning and

development standards. The grant will give Arizona the opportunity to make these documents

and provide access to professional development to support these documents the HNCs. This

increased. accessibility will help Arizona maximize the benefits of having such a comprehensive

continuum of early learning and development standards.

Figure B. Alignment page, AZELS, Social Emotional Standard

Self- Aworeness

STRAMND 1:

AZ EARLY LEARMNING
STANDARD
Self-Awareness

Shews confidence in
increasing akilities, (SED)

a. Demeonstrates self-
confidence.

SELF

HEAD START CHILD
DOUTCOME
Self-Concapt & Self-Efficacy

Shaows confidence in a range of
abilities ond in the capacity to
accomplizh tasks and take on
new tosks (SED)

Tl e Ny b

ETANDARD
Hzalth Edusation er Physical
Education

Participates in new skills
and movement activities.
(VPA)

Expresses fealings and
emotions through facial
expressions, sounds or

gastures. (SED)

b. Makes perzanal praferences
known to othars.

Identtfies personal
characteristics, prefersnces,
thoughts, and feclings. (SED)

Demonstrate healthy
ways to exprass needs,
wants, ond feelings.
(CEH)

B2. State’s financial investment

In 2010, Arizona suffered a great fiscal trauma that led to the loss of (b)(4) dollars

from the State General Fund for early learning supports. In the form of the Early Childhood

Block Grant (ECBG), LEAs could utilize those funds to offer either preschool programs or

reduce class size in kindergarten through grade three. Since then, LEAS, statewide partners, and

FTF RPCs have been working to identify ways to offer early learning programs through use of

other federal dollars, tuition or Head Start partnerships. Table C details Arizona’s financial

investment over the last 4 years and, according to FTF’s annual report for 2014, A; of children

in Arizona were able to attend 4 preschool program as a result of those efforts. However, Arizona

recognizes children in the HNCs need more equitable access to high-quality early learning

opportunitics. This grant will infuse the capital necessary to make this a possibility for children

in the HNC.
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Table C. State’s Financial Investment

I:State 2: Local 3: 4: Number of | 5: Number of | 6: Four-Year 7: Four-Year
Funding Funding Philanthropic Four-Yeur Old Four-Year Olds Served in | Olds at or
SL /Private Children Olds at or the State below 200%
klatcl Funding (if’ below 2004 | Preschool FPL Served in
";Ld applicable) [FPL Program the State
ca Preschool
Program
# | @ g | @
2014 [BH4)
2013
2012
2011

In a state where 25% of high school students fail to graduate from high school in four
years, 66% of children do not attend any preschool programs, and 23% of our 3™ graders do not
pass the Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) reading assessment, it is essential that
Arizona target its available resources to close the learning gap and provide strong foundations for
vulnerable children in our high needs communities. Arizona does not have a universal model of
preschool funding, but through the FTF tobacco tax, local FTF regional councils may choose to
fund preschool scholarships based on the prioritized needs of their communities. In 2014,

infants, toddlers, and preschoolers received scholarships to access child care and early learning

programs. That same year, (®)4) |children had access to higher standards of quality because

their carly lcarning program participated in QF. Overall, FTF RPC’s make significant
investments in ECE and health throughout the state. These investments included: |[(P)}4)
dollars invested in quality child care and preschool; |[()4) dollars devoted to strengthening

families; |(&)4) dollars supported strategies targeted toward preventative health; [(P)X4)
dollars allocated to workforce development and training efforts; and [(P)X4) dollars

earmarked for systems-coordination. This 18 4 significant investment in the children in Arizona. .
B3. Enacted and pending legislation, policies, and/or practices
Arizona’s history of progress in ECE systems building in birth to agce five over the last
ten years demonstrates the commitment we have to ensure every child in Arizona is ready for
school and set for life. Arizona’s momentum in ECE within the brand of the birth to age five has
led to:.

o A statewide, voter-protected governance structure and funding stream for ECE.
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The 2006 voter-approved tax increase on tobacco products raises between [(P)(4) land

(b)(4) per year to support a statewide EC development system and expand

early education, health, and family support services for young children, with an

emphasis on children with high needs. The 2006 ballot initiative created the Arizona

Early Childhood Development and Health Board (ECDH) or more commonly known

as FTF, which also serves as Arizona’s Statc Advisory Council. The legislative

responsibilitics of FTF are: .

Improve the quality of carly childhood development and health programs,
Increase access o quality early childhood development and health programs,
Increase access Lo preventive health care and health screenings for children
through age five, .

Offer parent and family support and education concerning early child
development and literacy,

Provide professional development and training for early childhood development
and health providers, and

Increase coordination of early childhood development and health programs and
public information about the importance ol early childhood development and
health.

In addition, FTF’s infrastructure includes 28 RPCs responsible for system

leadership and decision making to identify strategies that result in improved education and

health outcomes for children five and younger. According to FTF’s 2014 Annual Report,

(b)(4)

was spent in supporting all of these strategies. While this may appear a

remarkable sum, the system only serves. of eligible children. With limited resources, funds

should be allocated to support those most in need. The preschool development grant will build

upon FTF s targeted efforts and increase the number of children who have access 1o high-

qualily programs.

« Implementation of a TQRIS, QF. In just four years of implementation, more than %.

of regulated ECE, including public, private, tribal, and faith-based settings, as well as

family child carc homes, have enrolled in QF. This achicvement rivals that of TQRIS

programs in othcr statcs that have been operating for a decade or more. Through this

system, according to FTF’s 2014 Annual Report, [ Jchildren throughout Arizona are
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being served by providers dedicated to quality improvement. Children within the HNC's
are less likely to have access to programs in QF or have access to preschool at all. Please
see Table L. for more information on specific HNC.

+ Scholarships to increase credentials/degrees among the ECE workforce. In 2014, ()
ECE teachers received College Scholarships for Early Childhood Professionals (detailed
in Section C1) for coursework toward a Child Development Credential (CDA) or
Associate’s degree, including many who serve in rural communitics and on tribal lands.
Grant dollars will allow morc early childhood professionals from the HNCs to access
higher education credits thereby obtaining Teacher Certification.

+ State Board of Education. The State Board of Education 1s responsible [or creating
policy, guidance and direction for the ADE. The state board is responsible for approving
standards, such as they did for the ITDG as well as the AzELS. The State Board of
Education (State Board) also oversees the requirements for certification and endorsement,
in addition to identifying any statewide assessments. In 2010, after a procurement
process, the State Board approved Teaching Strategies Gold (TSG) as the statewide
assessment for preschool. In addition, the State Board is directly responsible for
implementing the Move on When Reading Legislation (MOWR) which addresses
students who [all far below on the state accountability assessment. More information 1s
provided in Section F. .

B4. Quality of existing early learning programs

Over 800 ECE programs now participate in QF, and 23% of those programs have already
met quality standards with a rating of three, four, or five stars. Of those programs still working to
improve quality programming, data shows about 40% are very close to reaching at least a three
star level within the next 12 to 24 months. Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan includes a
program requirement that sub-grantees receiving [unding through the grant enroll and participate
in the QF system to increase their star level and quality. As programs progress up the rating scale
to four and five star levels, they demonstrate their commitment to the components of a high-
quality preschool program and compliance with the PGHQ. A snapshot of ELPS in the 15
targetcd HNCs can be scen in Table D.
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Table D. Snapshot of
Existing Early Learning

Providers in HNCs

# of Licensed Providers # ol QF Participants # of QF-eligible, but on waiting list | # of NAEYC accredited providers

320 225 32 11

B5. Coordination of preschool programs and services
Although Arizona's governance model for early childhood education 1s shared among
multiple state agencies, FTF takes the role of convener through their role as the State
Advisory Committee (SAC). In 2008, then Governor Janet Napolitano designated FTF as the
SAC, per the Head Start Act.

Through coordination and collaboration, the multiple agencies work to ensure that
children are ready for school and set for life. FTF, as the SAC, has established a strong agenda
for early childhood education. Figure A in the Executive Summary helps to illustrate the goals of
early childhood education in Arizona.

The goals identified in Arizona's AHQP were created with input and in partnership with
other early childhood programs offering preschool services. Varying levels and methodologies
for engagement have allowed for a well-informed and coordinated system at the state level
among federal and state ECE programs. Although the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA) SEA State Director was not directly involved in the creation of the AHQP, she was
routinely updated on the progress and instructed staff to support these goals. Title I staff are
provided professional development and technical support from ADE Early Childhood Program
Specialist (ECPS). Title I programs at the local level may participate in QF. The state director for
the Subtitle VII B of the McKinney-Vento Act, a member of the Head Start State Collaboration
Oftfice (HSSCO) Advisory Board and the Interagency Coordinating Council for Part C (ICC) of
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), is routinely engaged in coordinating
services between LEAs with early intervention services and Head Starts. The Director of the
Child Care and Development Block Grant Act (CCDBG) of 1990 is a member of the SAC and
also supports the Arizona goals within AZDES and among his constituency. FTF, the Office of
Child Healthcare Needs, Parts C, 619 and IDEA part B. all work together to make sure that the
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early learning continuum provides a coordinated system for families. Arizona is working
together to support local level collaborative efforts to ensure that families can access high-quality
early learning programs for their children in what is a seamless continuum of supports.

The first part of Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan proposes to utilize funds to
enhance key parts of the statewide infrastructure. In Goal Arca #2 of Arizona’s AHQP, Arizona
seeks to align and raise standards by investing in the statewide TQRIS. QF builds on state
licensure requirements by, raising standards to higher levcels of quality. This investment will
cnsure sub-grantces from the identificd HNC have the opportunity to participate in QF.

Participation in QF will ensure that the HNCs address AHQF Goal#3, provide
information and resources to families. Significant efforts have been made to expand families”
access to the information, services, and supports they need to help their young children achieve
their fullest potential. To make the best choices, families need access to information that
educates them about what their child is learning and doing, how to optimally support early
childhood development and child health, and what resources or programs are available in their
community. Families also need opportunities to connect with other families in their community.
The continuum of high-quality services and support will be planned, developed, funded, and
delivered in a family-centered, comprehensive, collaborative, culturally and linguistically
responsive manner that best meets the needs and preferences of families, leverages available
resources, and involves families in the program development and implementation. As a result of
statewide systems building efforts, families who need or want assistance have the support they
need to use language and play throughout their daily routines and interactions, read with their
children daily and increase their competence and confidence about their ability to support their
child’s safety, health and well-being.

Participation in QF will address AHQP #4: Promote early learning development
oulcomes. The vision of QF 1s “All Arizona’s young children are ready to succeed in school and
in life”. This statement establishes the expectation that Arizona has to ensure that our youngest
citizens participate in a preschool or home-based early learning environment that meets the
requisite quality requirements to ensure the vision and is the mechanism for measuring quality.
QF is organized into five sections (Sce Appendix B). While the physical environment must be
safc, healthy, and engaging, it is truly the instructional staff that most-dircctly impact outcomes

for children. The grant will provide adequate funding for QF on-site coaching to the sub-grantees
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to promote continued skill development in effective instructional strategies. Additionally, in
partnership with QF, instructional staff will have access to continued professional development
offered by the ADE on quality implementation of AzELS and the utilization of an assessment
system that provides for evidence-based decision making as 1t relates to improving child
outcomes (detailed in Section A4 of this document).

Participation in QF will address AHQP Goal #6: Use comprehensive assessment systems.
Child asscssment 1n an carly cducation program is the process of observing, recording, and
otherwise documenting the work children do and how they do it. To cnsure that asscssment is
both reliable and valid, a variety of approaches to data collection that match children’s ages,
development, and background are used. This information 1s then used as a basis for a variety of
educational decisions that affect the child, including designing the environment, planning
activities to meet individual and groups of children’s needs, monitoring children’s development
and learning, and communicating with families. Appropriate and on-going assessment methods
are essential if programs are to provide curriculum and experiences that are age and
developmentally appropriate, as well as culturally sensitive. Assessment should address all areas
of learning, meet the needs of the individual students, and include a variety of methods and
processes. In partnership with QF, instructional stafl will have access to continued prolessional
development offered by ADE on the use ol the Arizona Early Childhood Assessment System
Manual. This document provides guidance in creating coordinated and comprehensive local
assessment systems to fit the needs of individual programs, while emphasizing the use of valid
and reliable tools that are appropriate for the populations being served.

B6. Role in promoting coordination of preschool programs with other sectors

In Arizona's ambitious but achievable plan, the ECQUIP process, detailed in Section E4,
will be utilized to help HNCs build a streamlined, organized system of support for early learning
providers through [acilitation of sustained, collaborative relationships among Early Head Start
and Head Start programs, LEAs, private childcare providers, home visitors funded by the
Maternal, Infant, Early Childhood, and Home Visitation Act, Part C providers, and other key
stakeholders. To promote the coordination of preschool programs with other sectors of a HNC,
the ADE Early Childhood Education Unit (ADE/ECE) will assign an ECPS to cach HNC. The
ECPS will work with the community and local programs to connect them to statc and local

services that will support the early learning and development of children within a program. The
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ECPS will assist the community in collaboration efforts to meet the needs of the HNC and each
local preschool program involved. The primary responsibilities of the ECPS include, but are not
limited to:
« Assisting 1n the development of an infrastructure in order to ensure sustainability of the
collaborative relationship of ECE within the HNC to improve outcomes for children.
« Providing technical assistance, training, and additional coaching to participants with the
purposc of supporting the implementation of stratcgics and approaches that arc
developmentally appropriate
» Developing and working with existing implementation plans with participants to achieve
improved levels of quality and improved outcomes for young children
« Attending meetings, conferences, workshops in the community to continually seek ways
to bridge theory and practice for project participants
« Collecting, developing, and providing informational and educational materials to project
participants.
« Conducting applicable training and professional development sponsored by ADE
« Assisting the local school district and community partners within a high needs
community in writing and implementing a robust kindergarten transition plan
» Assisting the preschool programs within the high needs community to see how they align
with the district literacy plan
The ECPS will work with the QF coach assigned to a program or a community to
collaborate in conducting professional development and coordinating other supports to the local
programs. Some of those supports may include: child care health consultation, mental health
consultation, family support coordination, parent education, and early care and education
inclusion coaching.

The ECPS will work with the early learning providers within the HNC to enroll in and
{ully implement the Empower program, detailed in Section C, through the AZDHS. Through the
Empower program, preschools will implement ten standards around health, nutrition and
physical movement.

The ECPS will work with the carly learning providers within the HNC to connect with
the local community collaborative, such as Rcad On Communitics and with local school districts

to support MOWR and local literacy plan goals—both detailed in Section F.
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C. Ensuring Quality in Preschool Programs
Cl. Use no more than 35% of funds for infrastructure and quality improvements
Arizona intends to utilize fully the opportunity for infrastructure-building through the
grant. After analyzing the Needs Assessments of FTE and the Head Start State Collaboration
Office, the need for specific elements of infrastructure-building became apparent. One part of

Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan to provide high-quality preschool programs in our

targeted HNCs 1s to invest L)) over four years for full participation in QF as detailed in

Tablc E.

TarcleE Juahty

Fioztlrwsstment Vear 1 Vear i Year 3 Vear 4

. Haw e 11 I—proyzd . Maw. Imprzved Maw Improved .
ANE Zip Coass N Yesrl Yesr2 - Year 3 Yeard
Bler: | flazeroere Clazzroeme | Clsezrcem™s Clazsicems | llazirozms Clszsicem™s |Jlaszrezms

85C15, 83017
BSC.D, 83032, (b)(4)
A53C.
85CC8
B5304, 85053
83051, 853529
85023, 83023
A5515
85CCE, 83008
B85C.6, 85018
85&C7, 65608
85638
35043
83336, 85349
85301, 85502
853C3
85643
25637
45357
85648
25350
BLICE
25353

“OTAL

As a signature program of FTF, QF partners with child care and preschool providers to
improve the quality ol early learning across Arizena. QF {unds individualized improvements as
identified through a Quality Improvement Plan {QIP) that is generated based on assessment from
environmental rating scales and 4 tool to measure the quality of classroom interactions. Quality.
improvements include, but are not limited to, instructional skill, nurturing and responsive
lcarning cnvironments, knowledge and implementation of Arizona’s continuum of carly Icarning
development standards for curriculum-building, and the use of assessments to improve learning
outcomes. QF is the measurement system by which the sub-grantees in HNCs will be measured
as they move towards higher levels ol quality. It 1s also part of the mechanism that will be used
to identify and support specilic activities and professional development needs to ensure quality

improvements. Although goals for improvement are individualized based on the uniqueness of
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each early learning program, there are common supports that participation in QF will provide for
all sub-grantees in the HNCs.

The first level of support programs will benefit from is coaching from a QF coach, who 1s
assigned to offer guidance and support through regular and ongoing visits, communication, and
assistance. This partnership will establish a strong foundation for all quality improvement etforts,
bring additional insights to the programs’ practices, and support advancement in achicving
quality goals. QF coaches schedule regular visits to programs that best meet the individual needs
of the program. Visits ideally occur over four to six hours per month based on the identificd
needs of the program, reflected by the program’s assessment results and overall star rating. As
part ol the quality improvement process, programs establish SMART (specific, measurable,
attainable, realistic, and timely) goals with the assistance of a QF coach. Goals are determined
through reflection on information gained from the program’s assessment reports, observations,
and additional feedback related to the program’s efforts to build a preschool through third grade
continuum. After a sub-grantee is selected for participation in the grant program, a QF coach will
be assigned and will be expected to make first contact with the sub-grantee. .

QF coaches will provide individualized on-site, targeted coaching, training and technical
assistance 10 QF participants in the HNCs. The skills and knowledge of the coaches are
paramount to the success ol QF. Coaches must be able 1o engage 1in rellective, relationship-based
supervision and be able to create, nurture, and maintain relationships with sub-grantees. Coaches,
must hold, at a minimum, a Bachelor’s degree in ECE education or a related field and have
signiticant field experience as a consultant or ECE educator. Coaches receive extensive
orientation and training and must participate in ongoing professional development, including
through the Arizona QF Academy.

The second level of support offered by QF to participants includes an initial program
assessment 1o establish a baseline level ol quality. This is a critical piece of Arizona’s ambitious
and achievable plan since improving quality 1s a sigmificant part of Arizona’s goal. A QF
assessor will contact the sub-grantee to schedule an initial assessment within the first 4-6 weeks
of the program’s start. All assessment results are completed, approved, and available within 14-
16 weeks of sclection notification. Then, the assigned QF coach will meet with the key staff of
the sub-grantee to review the assessment results and complete the Enrollment Agreement

paperwork to begin participation. QF assessors are trained professionals in the field of early

22

PR/Award & S413A1500308
Page e37



ARIZONA-Preschool Development Grant Application

childhood and they receive extensive training on the assessment tools to ensure they are
measuring program practices accurately. The assessment results will be shared with the program
through the QF couach once the information is available for review. Assessment tools used to
determine star ratings for sub-grantees include:

« Environment Rating Scale (ERS): The ERS provides a brief snapshot of the classroom
environment, as well as the children’s experiences. The scale is designed to asscss the
quality of preschool environments for children 2 Y2 to 5 years of age.

» Classroom Asscssment Scoring System (CLASS): Rescarch demonstrates that positive
teacher-child interactions in early care and education settings are a vital part of
supporting children’s learning and development. CLASS is used to measure the quality of
teacher-child interactions.

s QF Points Scale: Administrative practices are an important part of high-quality early care
and education programs. The QF Points Scale is a tool designed by FTF that measures the
quality of a program’s administrative practices bascd on the evidence the program
provides. The QF Points Scale was also developed to measure three specific areas of
quality that are important to Arizona’s ECE system:

» Staff qualifications,
» Administrative practices, which includes ratios and group sizes, as well as
staff retention, and
s Curriculum and child assessment, which includes the use of the AzELS,
PGHQ in curriculum development, and a system for tracking the
developmental progress of individual children.
All the elements of high-quality preschool programs, outlined in the grant definition of “high-
quality preschool programs,” will be measured through the QF assessment tools package.
Appendix C has an alignment between the PGHQ, QF, and the ECQUIP Process. .

A third support benefit of QF participation is the opportunity for programs (o receive
additional services to meet their individual program needs or goals through various specialized
assistance. Specialized assistance offered through QF provides access to comprehensive services
and local support options, as wcll as a foundation for ongoing ECE collaboration in the HNC.
Arizona’s ambitious but achicvable plan includes providing funding for specialized assistance in

three key areas:
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« Child Care Health Consultation (CCHC): Since 1987, CCHCs have been working side by
side with ECE programs to support their efforts in providing a healthy and safe
environment for children, families, and staff. In Arizona, a CCHC 15 a nurse or
professional health educator who has completed specialized training based on the most
currently established best practice standards. All programs enrolled in QF and thus, any
sub-grantees, have access to a CCHC, either through phone consultation or on-site visits.
CCHCs providce health and safcty trainings, arc familiar with State licensing
requircments, and provide links to local resources to ECE providers in their communitics.
CCHCs will work collaboratively with sub-grantees to develop a customized plan {or
health and safety in the HNC. Examples of items to be included are: development of an
oral health program (including how to incorporate tooth brushing with young children),
education and training on nutrition through family style meals, and how to promote daily
physical activity, both indoors and outdoors.

« Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation System (Smart Support): an evidence-based
strategy used in Arizona to support the social and emotional development of all children
in early learning settings helps providers respond appropriately to behavioral challenges
children may present. Sub-grantees will have access to Smart Support consultants who
will be available 1o work directly with teachers to develop strategies for working most
effectively with children who may need more support with learning to regulate their own
behavior.

« Early Care and Education Inclusion: available to address the need of general education
staff that may need assistance in providing more inclusive least restrictive environment
placements for children with special needs in early learning environments.

The second part of Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan to use funds for

infrastructure building and quality improvements is to invest (b)4) over four years in the

capacity building of early learning providers through targeted, robust professional development
(PD) that supports movement in academic credentialing {detailed in Table F). In October 2014,
Teacher Education and Compensation Help (T.E.A.C.H) will cclebrate its sixth anniversary in
Arizona. Over the years, 1,863 scholars have participated in T.E.A.C.H. and 140 scholars
received a CDA, 96 Associates Degree degrees were earned and one Bachelor’s Degree was

conferred. Building on this system, Arizona is expanding o the College Scholarships for Early
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Childhood Professionals which will allow more flexibility in the funding model which will be
the mechanism for the high level coursework credits available for instructional staif to attain

their ECE teaching Certificates.

Table F. Professional Development
Infrasiructure-huilding

Task Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Establish baseline in High Needs Community
(HNC)

Convene meetings with THE in the HNC in

collaboration with other relevant AZ stakeholders,

College Scholarstips for Earty. Chitdhood
Professionals

Connect local CTE Programs, CCs, and
universities Lo develop a statewide marketing plan
in conjunction with BUILD AZ using the agreed X X X X
upon career pathway. to recruit people into the
worklorce.

Help drive EC worklorce members, including
professional development instructors and. their
sponsoring agencies (agencies who olfer PD in EC)
to the Network’s PD website and registry

X X

Eslimated Costs:. | $5,515,529.00 | $2.636,774.00 | $3,462,774.00 | $1,937,974.00

Currently, Arizona has 1,041 early childhood teachers with a Provisional Early
Childhood Education, Birth through Age 8 or Grade 3 teacher certificate. An additional 900
additional educators have the Standard Early Childhood Education, Birth through Age 8 or
Grade 3 teacher certificate. The Reciprocal Provisional Early Childhood Education, Birth
through Age 8 or Grade 3, has yielded another 180 professionals for the field. In total, the ECE
community has 2,210 ECE professionals with the highest level of specialized knowledge,
demonstrated through their teacher certifications. The ECE certifications are required for
teaching Kindergarten and are recommended for professionals working in the first through third
grade part of the continuum. The ADE issued 120 Provisional Early Childhood Special
Education (ECSE), Birth to Age 5 certificates. These numbers are inadequalte to support the
development of the ECE system.

Arizona has chosen to include a focused investment in early childhood teaching to
include ADE issued certificates and endorsements in both ECE and ECSE. Certificates are only
issucd upon complction of a Bachclor’s degree program from an accredited institute where
students participated in the requisite, supervisced practicum and students teaching expericnees in
both a birth to age five setting as well as a K-3 setting. ADE-issued teaching certificates also

require passing scores on the Arizona Educators Proficiency Assessment (AEPA) for Early
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Childhood Education or Early Childhood Special Education. With funding from the preschool
development plan, Arizona ambitiously plans to invest in College Scholarships for Farly
Childhood Professionals, an FTF funding strategy. The mntent of this evidence-informed
professional development strategy is

, . _ Figure C. Arizona PD Strategic Plan
to provide access to higher education

PD Priority 1: Workforce Knowledge and Competency

for the early childhood workforce (WKCF) Framework

working dircctly with, or on behalf of, *Develop, implement and align a comprehensive
WKCF that delineates the basic knowledge, skills, and
attitudes needed for EC educators,

The expected results of supporting *Develop the AZ PD Provider and Technical

Assistance Competencies.

young children birth through age five.

continuing education and degree

PD Priority 2: Seamless Progression of Degrees and

completion is elevating and Credentials

professionalizing the field, recruiting *Develop an EC Prior Learning Assessment (PLA).

- . cligible tfor college credit

and retaining a quality early _ , _ _
*Develop an Associates of Arts in Early Childhood

childhood worktforce, and supporting Education Degree (AAECE) that will be implemented

. . . . . at all Arizona community colleges.
and increasing the quality of services

provided to young children. PD Priority 3: Workforce Registry and PD Website
Additionally, ADE will

«Creating an EC PD websile and a workforce registry

continue partnering 1o expand on

progress to date to implement a comprehensive and coordinated professional development
system that ensures more ECE educators advance along an articulated career pathway that is
aligned with the statewide Workforce Knowledge and Competency Framework (WKCF), Career
Lattice, and Arizona professional development and Technical Assistance provider competencies
(detailed in Figure C), and creates an increased number of early childhood professionals capable
of obtaining the ECE Certificate or Endorsement.

There are currently seven State Board approved programs for ECE, with most offering
coursework for ECSE. Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan includes providing technical
assistance to institutes of higher education (IHE} who wish to re-evaluate the coursework for the
ECE and ECSE certificates. In addition, the ADE will partner with IHEs to provide professional
development academics for ECE/ECSE faculty on the componcents of a high-quality preschool
program linking dircctly to Arizona’s documents in the carly Icarning continuum and child

development spanning the ages of birth to 8. Through a procurement process, stipends in the
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amount of will be offered to IHEs that partner with ADE to increase the quality of the
placement options identified for practicum or student teaching.

The ADE has invested in a new Learning Management System (LMS) that provides the
agency. with the capacity to support online and on-ground professional learning and
collaboration. The system is powered by Blackboard Learn and Blackboard Collaborate. The
Blackboard system is web-based, and can also be accessed through mobile devices, such as
phones or tablets. The LMS includes the ability to offer synchronous or asynchronous online
courscs. LMS collaboration tools include the ability to support audio and vidco conferencing, as
well as live or recorded webinars. The system is designed to help manage and support on-ground
professional learning, such as conferences or workshops. As an additional component, the
Content Management System (CMS) serves as an online repository. of resources accessible to
ELPs 24 hours a day. To support Arizona’s ambitious goal of providing more robust PD and
increasing the opportunities early learning professionals have to receive this much-needed PD,
the ADE ECE unit will be fully utilizing this online platform for providing at-a-distance PD
opportunities to the HNCs. One PD opportunity that will be made available through the LMS in
year two of the grant period to ELPs is a session on “Acquiring English Language in ECE
Programs.” This PD will be provided by an ADE ECPS in collaboration with a program
specialist from the ADE Otffice of English Language Acquisition Services unit to help support
ELPs build their capacity for appropriately and effectively preparing ELLs for kindergarten. A
second PD opportunity that will be made available through the LMS in year two of the grant
period to ELPS is a session on “Authentic Inclusion,” presented by the ADE ECPS in
collaboration with the Task Force on Inclusion to help ELPs build their capacity for
appropriately and genuinely including children with special needs.

The third part of Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan to use tfunds for infrastructure
building and quality improvements is to invest $2.2 million from the grant in information
technology (IT), to align preschool data with the ADE’s State Longitudinal Data System
(SLDS). Participation in the SLDS will enable reporting and analysis by the HNC that can help
identify achievement gaps, pinpoint initiatives that best promote positive outcomes, and provide
data for longitudinal analysis. Additionally, it will serve as a way to cnsurc procedurces,
protocols, and practices arc strcamlined and revised for cftficiency and comprehensivencss. To

meet this goal it will be necessary to develop a secure, interoperable data network, identify
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necessary permissions to access, store, and disseminate data and related findings to stakeholders,
and establish pathways for data sharing and exchange. The estimated costs for this ambitious

endeavor can be seen in Table G.

Tahle GG. Data Infrastructurc

Task Yeur L Yeur 2 Year 3 Year 4

Develop a secure, inleroperable data network X X

Identify necessary permissions Lo access, store,
and disseminate data and related findings to
stakeholders

Esiablish pathways for datla sharing and exchange,
ranging from full transfers to business intelligence. . .
views that pull in data sets from varying sources, . X X X
and. allow for analytic views

Implement unique identifiers for all preschool .
students, across programs X X

Design and deploy a common secure, weh-based

IPartal and dashhoard which end users can enter. X X

Using a valid username and password
.LMS;"CMS online professional development and technical assistance access X X X X
Estimated Costs: $518,400 | $864,000 | $648,000 [ $172,800

C2. Implement a system for monitoring

To ensure that each sub-grantee is providing high-quality preschool programs and is
engaging in continuous efforts to improve, Arizona’s ambitious plan is to leverage each
program’s participation in the grant with participation in QF since it has an embedded
mechanism for measuring preschool quality that includes parent/family satistaction measures and
providing performance feedback to inform local continuous improvement efforts, as detailed in
Section B5. Additionally, beyond participation in QF, ADE’s protocol for measuring program
quality will include the use of a rubric for high-quality (detailed in Appendix H) that will
monitor any additional requirements not fully captured through QF and addresses each part of
the “high-quality preschool programs” definition and its alignment with the PGHQ as follows
(iNustrated in Appendix C):

{(a) High Staff Qualifications. The Arizona PGHQ requires that early education
programs arc superviscd administered and implemented by high-quality carly childhood (EC)
personnel. Programs administered through ADE require an Early Childhood Teaching Certificate
per Arizona Administrative Code R7-2-608, or an Early Childhood Special Education Teaching
Certificate per Arizona Administrative Code R7-2-611. Alternatively, an Early Childhood

Endorsement may be combined with an elementary or special education teaching certificate and
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still meet the state requirement for highly qualified staft per Arizona Administrative Code R7-2-
615. Sub-grantees will be required to identify highly qualified staff and ensure that those staff are
adequately compensated and provide direct instruction to students served with this grant funding.
This requirement extends beyond QF requirements and 18 an essential mandate meant to create a
specialized workforce.

{b) High-quality professional development for all staff. Through coordinated efforts
with Arizona’s Child Carc Administration, Ilcad Start Training/Tcchnical Assistance Office, and
FTF, ADE offers varicd high-quality profcssional development through multiple opportunitics.
ADE offers a robust catalogue of prolessional development to support the knowledge and
implementation of the AzELS, the PGHQ, College and Career Ready Standards for K-3, and
others. .

(c & d) Ratios and Class size. Although Code R9-5-404 of Arizona’s Child Care
Licensure Regulations establishes a 1:15 teacher to student ratio for 4-year old children, the
PGHQ establishes a higher level of quality as a 1: 10 teacher-to-child ratio for four-year-old
children. The PGHQ also recognize that these ratios may be lowered based on the needs of
children with disabilities in order to ensure appropriate, meaningful inclusionary practices are
being implemented. In addition, the PGHQ establishes the group size maximum to be 20 children
enrolled per group of four-year-olds. Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan is to provide
adequate funding from the grant to ensure this program requirement is met in the HNCs. Past
experience has indicated the need for close monitoring of this expectation. Thus, ADE will
closely monitor ratios and group sizes of programs under this grant as it is truly reflective of
what is needed to provide high-quality experiences for children.

(¢) Full-Day Service Options. Recognizing that child and family needs vary greatly, we
know varied opportunities to access high-quality early learning opportunities should be made
available to families. As part of Arizona’s mixed-delivery ol services system model, EC
programming options support both half-day and {ull-day options. Arizona’s ambitious but
achievable plan includes increasing the number of qualified programs in the targeted HNCs that
will be able to improve their preschool slots by offering full day programming options. This will
be done strategically since it may not be needed in some communitics based on the populations

they serve.
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(f) Inclusion of Children with Disabilities. Based on Arizona’s October 1, 2013 Special
Education Child Count, 7.27% of four-year-old children are served statewide through part B,
section 619 of the IDEA. To ensure the percentage of eligible children with disabilities served is
not less than this percent, in Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan, sub-grantees will serve no
less than 8% of children with disabilities in improved least restrictive environment (LRE)
options. Sub-grantees will be required, by year four, to serve no less than two children with
identified special needs for every 20 children. For inclusion to be genuine, HNCs must focus on
systecms-building around improving outcomes for children with special needs, promote
meaningful participation, and offer a continuum of comprehensive services. ADE will support
sub-grantees with meeting this ambitiocus goal in three specilic ways: by establishing a Task
Force on Inclusion, access to support from a QF Inclusion Specialist, and technical assistance
from an ADE ECPS.

o Task Force on Inclusion: This task force will be comprised of EC personnel working in
programs such as part of Part C of IDEA and Part B of IDEA, ECSE directors in LEAs,
FTF members, teachers, caregivers, home visitors, families, and other vested parties to
work collaboratively on the creation of procedures that lead to strong implementation of
inclusionary practices in local education systems. Additionally, as FTF evaluates the QF
System, the Task Force on Inclusion will help inform that work to ensure the TQRIS
system evolves to be more sensitive to programs serving children with special needs..

s QOF Inclusion Specialists: As part of the QF System, participants can access Inclusion
Specialists. These are child development and special education specialists who provide
consultation to facilitate the inclusion of children with special needs by offering
assessment and technical assistance. Supports include onsite consultation and training to
promote early screening activities, identify children who need follow-up assessment, and
make classroom modifications to meet the needs of children with special needs.

» Technical Assistance: Sub-grantees will be able to access technical assistance {rom an
ADE ECPS assigned by county. This technical assistance may include assistance needed
with making modifications to the environment to enable meaningful participation for all
students, assistance with instructional stratcgics or modalitics to meet the learning nceds

of students, and/or professional development on how to make accommodations or
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adaptations along a continuum to meet the needs of children with various types of

disabilities and levels of severity.

Additionally, inclusion of children with disabilities is a key principle of ADE and an
established core value. ADE and key partners have a long established Inclusion Coalition whose
purpose is to expand high-quality inclusive opportunities for a/{ students and their families
through collaborative partnerships, increased public awareness, advocacy, supportive policies,
and coordination of technical assistance and education. The vision of the Inclusion Coalition is to
transform cducation to be inclusive of @/l students with supports and scrvices provided through
collaborative relationships. ADE’s Task Force on Inclusion will be used as a resource to inform
the Inclusion Coalition on the specifics ol EC inclusion. The Inclusion Coalition will have an
Inclusion Toolkit available in January 2015 and the grant will allow Arizona to ensure early
learning providers in HNCs receive the toolkit and receive support with appropriate
implementation of its recommendations..

(g) Developmentally appropriate, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction
and evidence-based curricula, and learning environments that are aligned to the Arizona
Early Learning Standards. According to Arizona’s PGHQ, a high-quality early education
program recognizes and understands how children’s goals for learming are framed within the
context ol learning standards and aligns planning of activities and design ol environment to
stimulate children’s learning across content areas (social-emotional, language and literacy,
mathematics, science, social studies, physical development and health and fine arts). In high-
quality programs, teachers place as much emphasis on the process of learning as they do on the
content and capitalize on children’s natural curiosity to promote language, thinking, and
problem-solving. Effective early learning programs provide a wide variety of planned
experiences within an intentionally-designed environment that enable children to learn through
interaction, exploration, manipulation, and self-discovery. Research clearly demonstrates that
children learn more in programs where there is a well-planned and implemented curriculum.
Therefore, it is essential for every early learning setting—school, center, family child-care, tribal,
military, and faith-based programs—to have a high-quality curriculum based on standards and
incorporates thoughtful planning and design.

Language, culturc, and identity arc integral parts of children’s lives. Tligh-quality carly

learning programs show acceptance of, and respect for, all children and families by integrating
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their languages and cultures into the ongoing experiences of the program, and by finding ways to
reach out to and communicate with everyone. One of Arizona’s criteria for being a HNC was the
percentage of ELLs being served in that community. Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan
includes building capacity for early learning providers in those HNCs to effectively implement
strategies for teaching young English learners. The AzELS support English language acquisition,
and targeted professional development and technical assistance will be provided by the ADE
ECPS and collaborating partners to cnsurc carly Icarning providers know how to effectively
provide English language cxperiences that promote developing language proficicney.

Programs will help children to understand similarities and differences, and to deal in a
positive way with misconceptions based upon language, gender, culture, race, age, and ability.
Linguistic and cultural needs are met by emphasizing strategies for integrating multi-cultural and
anti-bias themes into all curricular areas.

(h) Individualized accommodations and supports so that all children can access and
fully participate in the learning. To ensure individualized accommodations and supports are in
place so that all children can access and fully participate in learning, each HNC will be expected
to develop policies and procedures for the implementation of a Comprehensive Assessment
System (CAS). ADE has an assessment manual, the Arizona Early Childhood Assessment
Manual, which aligns with QF and Head Start guidelines, 1o serve as the framework [or a
coordinated, comprehensive assessment system that incorporates standards for using multiple
valid and reliable assessments. A comprehensive assessment system includes assessments used
with children for varying purposes and to support screening, evaluation, and a response to
intervention methodology—all necessary in positively impacting outcomes for young
children. In Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan, early learning providers in HNCs will
have support from QF coaches and the ADE ECPS in choosing a screening tool(s), organizing
necessary prolessional development to ensure quality implementation ol the tool(s), and creating
local processes for Child Find and referral.

Additionally, sub-grantces will be required to assess children’s growth and development
in alignment with the AzELS and the five essential domains of school readiness through a
varicty of intcgrated methods, including screenings, obscrvational records, work samplcs, and
documentation provided by familics. Tcaching Stratcgics Gold (Heroman, C., Burts, D. C.,

Berke, K. & Bickart, T. S., 2010) was approved as a valid and reliable assessment by Arizona’s
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State Board in 2010 for use in all preschool education programs, including early childhood
special education, has been administered by ADE, and has been adopted by Arizona Head Start
programs. Sub-grantees will be required to utilize Teaching Strategies Gold as their ongoing-
progress monitoring tool. This aligns with Arizona’s move to recognize the individuality of each
learner through its focused implementation of the Arizona Multi-tier System of Supports
(MTSS). ADE is moving forward with vision and leadership provided from multiple divisions
within the department to begin supporting MTSS. MTSS is a coherent continuum of system-
widc, data-bascd problem solving practices supporting a rapid response to the academic and
behavioral needs for all students; gifted, general, remedial, and special education. This
comprehensive system of supports includes assessments (universal screening, diagnostic,
progress monitoring, formative, and outcome), research-based instruction, and interventions.
This instruction/intervention is delivered across multiple tiers dependent on the individual
student needs identified by student outcome data.

Three tiers describe the level and intensity of the instruction/interventions provided

across the continuum:

Intensive Individualized Intervenlions
and Supports
More focused, intensive

Tier 3: [ntensive, instructionfintervention and supplemental
support in addition (o and aligned with the
core academic. and. behavior curriculum and.

instruction.

Targeted Supplemental Interventions and
Supporis

Focused, targeted instruction/intervention
and supplemental support in addition o, and
aligned with the core academic and behavior
curriculum and instruction..

Universal

Tier 2: Targeted

Assenzments ok

5, )
e tation & s

Core Instruction and Universal Behavior
Supports

General academic and behavior instruction

and support designed. and differentiated for

all students. in all scttings

Tier 1: Universal

Arizona’s MTSS ongoing progress assessment 1s uscd to give the tecacher information
about cach preschool child or a group of children. The teacher will know the strengths and necds
of cach child in the classroom and/or group. Children benefit becausc teachers usc what they
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learn from the assessment to adapt instruction. The teacher will use the assessment to monitor
children’s development and learning, guide lesson planning and decision making, identify
children who might benefit from special services or additional assistance, and report to and
communicate to others.

Data-based decisions are the collection, management, analysis, and utilization of relevant
data to make informed decisions. When reflecting on a child and the evidence gathered, the
tcacher’s focus should be on what the child can do, center on specific skills and strategics, look
for details of the Icarning process, and clarify the kinds of cnvironments that support different
kinds of learners. The teacher will be better prepared (o plan for the developmental needs of the
child.

Information from the preschool ongoing progress assessment should be passed on to the,
child’s kindergarten teacher through a kindergarten transition plan. The information will help the
kindergarten teacher know right from the beginning how to begin addressing individual learning
needs of the child. Preschool teachers hold vital information about students that will help
kindergarten teachers know, understand, and meet the individual needs of the new kindergarten
student. LEAs and preschool programs must be deliberate in building relationships to make the
transition process from preschool 1o the K-3 system more meaningf{ul and benelicial for children
and their families. As part of Arizona’s ambitious but achievable plan, early learning providers in
each HNC will be provided with targeted professional development on Arizona’s MTSS process
and kindergarten transitions to build capacity for individualizing accommeodations and supports.
so that af{ children can access and fully participate in learning.

(i) Instructional staff salaries are comparable to the salaries of local K-12
instructional staff. Programs supported by the grant will be staffed at a ratio of one adult for
every ten children, and class size will be capped at 20 students. Although this staffing ratio does
not mirror the staffing ratio typically seen in K-3 classrooms, this small class size will improve
the staft’s ability to provide high-quality learning experiences and allows for the
individualization needed to impact outcomes for young learners. In order to ensure sustained
outcomes for young learners, Arizona must match highly effective teachers with our neediest
children. As Arizona works with THEs to crcate a specialized workforce that has a Tcaching
Certificate through the ADE, it is cxpected that those professionals be paid a wage comparablc to

the Kindergarten teacher with the same certification requirements. Improved expertise and
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compensatory pay in preschool classrooms will result in improved retention rates of highly
effective teachers and continuity of care for young children enrolled in early care and education
programs. Additionally, in ECE classrooms where instructional support staff plays such a critical
role engaging students, it is necessary to improve their educational attainment level; thus
requiring commensurate levels of pay. It is expected that the preschool instructional aids salary
mirror that of a K-12 instructional support staff.

(j) Program evaluation to ensure continuous improvement. Arizona rccognizces that
cffective program cvaluation is integral to the maintenance of high-quality. Thus, in addition to
the evaluation early learning providers receive through participation in QF and monitoring {rom
the ADE, sub-grantees will be required to implement a system [or sell-evaluation. Program self-
assessment must be systematic, on-going, multi-faceted, useful, and designed and implemented
by the program as a whole. The results from the assessment process should provide information
that is used to determine program successes as well ag areas that require improvement.
Additionally, program goals determined by the assessment are clearly defined, communicated,
and understood by all stakeholders including families. In Arizona’s ambitious but achievable
plan, programs will be expected to share information gathered through self-assessment with the
rest of the HNC, through the ECQUIP process detailed in Section E4, in order for there to be a
larger view of the community’s needs, challenges, and accomplishments as well as community
brainstorming around improvement strategies and. problem-solving..

(k) On-site or accessible comprehensive services for children and community.
partnerships that promote families’ access to services that support their children’s learning
and development. Comprehensive services expand access to information, services, and supports
families need to help their young children achieve their fullest potential. To make the best
choices, families need access to information that educates them about what their child is learning
and doing, how 1o optimally support early childhood development and child health, and what
resources or programs are available in their community. Families also need opportunities to
connect with other families in their community. High-quality programs link families with
supports in a comprehensive, collaborative, culturally, and linguistically responsive manner that
best meets the needs and preferences of familics. HNC sub-grantees will leverage available
resources and involve families in the program development and implementation. The ADE ECPS

tfor each HNC will support the collaboration effort to acquire services needed by facilitating
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meetings between programs within the HNC, coordinating outreach to service providers,

collaborating with the QF coach, and encouraging community participation in the ECQUIP

Process.

At the local level, ECE providers in the HNCs will collaborate and build on community

services that are mecting familics’ nceds. Sub-grantees and community partner agencies must see

collaboration as a primary benefit to families and act as a bridge to unify families and children

with additional support scrvices. Comprchensive service necds and availability will vary

depending on the uniqueness of the community. Components of a continuum of comprehensive

services may. include:

Least Restrictive Environment: Programs will be required to serve no less than two
children with identified special needs within a classroom of 20. This will require IEP
(individualized education program) teams to work together with families to intentionally
find the most-appropriate least restrictive environment placement for the child within the
HNC. The grant will support programs with meeting this ambitious goal by providing
support from a QF Inclusion Specialist when needed, along with technical assistance
from an ADE ECPS. Supports from these specialists include those mentioned in Section
C.

Child Find: Early identification of children with special needs ensures that young
children receive the services and supports necessary to maximize their opportunities for
healthy development and learning. LEAs are required by the Arizona Revised Statute
300.111 Child Find to, =...1dentify, locate, and evaluate all children with disabilitics
within their geographic boundaries who are in need of special education and related
services.” Screening activities are a first step in the identification process. Therefore, it is
imperative that a screening procedure be in place to ensure children are identified and
receive the supports they need. Sub-grantees within the HNC must create local
procedures to conduct routine, collaborative Child Find processes. All sub-grantees must
understand how to connect with service providers operating under Parts B & C of the
IDEA, as appropriate. In addition, local IDEA Part C and Part B providers must be
working togcther to ensurc that IDEA rcgulations arc implemented with fidelity and in

accordance with state and federal laws.
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« Early learning providers should coordinate screening opportunities for all children
within the HNC. This will certainly assist with Child Find efforts, but it will also
identify children who may benefit from additional resource supports from
programs such as home visitation or Early Head Start/Head Start. The ADE will
intentionally be working with HNCs to create relationships between sub-grantees,
Early Head Start/Head Start (which may also be a sub-grantee), Maternal, Infant
and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHYV) coordinators, FTF staff and
resources, and LEA leadership.

» All children participating in a grant-funded classroom will receive developmental,
hearing, and vision screenings within the first 45 calendar days of the first day of
attendance in the program. Follow-up referrals and activities that are nitiated to
secure appropriate services will be documented and tracked to ensure that families
receive the information and/or services necessary. Community programs will
work in partnership with the LEA to ensure coordinated and seamless efforts are
maintained. Hearing and vision screenings performed on children must be
conducted by those who have been trained to administer the screening
instruments. This may require some coordination between the early learning
providers in the HNC. Il no such person 1s available at the community program
site, the community program can collaborate with their LEA or their QF CCHC to
conduct these screenings. Training in appropriate use of the child assessment is
required for all staff not previously trained on the selected instrument(s).

« Family Engagement: The parent plays a central role as the most influential person in a
child’s life. Programs receiving funding under the grant must engage families in
meaningful ways. Sub-grantees must intentionally help families be partners in their
children’s education. Sub-grantees must implement ways 1o continually identify fanily.
needs and garner their [eedback. Sub-grantees will create procedures to coordinate
resources and services for families and children. They will also connect with appropriate
local businesses, family resource centers, agencies, and other local groups relating to
hecalth/mental health, domestic violenee, substance abusc, adult literacy, financial asset

building, food pantry, and other services. Family cngagement activitics shall include a
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focus on involving the family as key decision makers and assessors of the early learning
program. .

+ Additional HNC Options: Early learning providers in the HNC will work in ongoing
collaboration with local partners to assess additional comprehensive services needed for
children and their families, and local support options. The HNC should have a
relationship with the local RPCs to obtain greater resources, share knowledge, learn
together, and build consensus. The following are examples of FTF Stratcgics that fund
comprchensive scrves, *Access is dependent on the unigue needs of the HNC:

+ Family Resource Centers. Two counties where HNCs have been identified have FTF
Family Resource Centers which serve as a community hub for connecting [amilies with
children birth to age five to the information, resources, and services they need to support
their child’s optimal health and development. The expected results of access to a Family
Resource Center are improved parenting skills and social supports for tamilies; increased
knowledge of child development: and support for school readiness.

« Food Security: The food security strategy works to provide food and other healthy living
information to meet the nutritional needs of families that lack access to sufficient, safe
and nutritious [ood. Information is also provided on age appropriate feeding schedules
and food content standards for food boxes, food backpacks, or food vouchers. The
expected result 1s access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food for children birth to age 5.

« Parent Kits: This strategy gives parents of every infant born in birthing hospitals in
Arizona critical information about healthy parenting practices and how to support their
baby’s carly learning. In the parcnting kit, familics receive 6 DVDs about good parenting
practices, a resource guide, and a book to encourage early literacy.

« Parcnt Outrcach and Awareness: This strategy works to increase families’ awareness
ol positive parenting; child development including health, nutrition, early learning and
language acquisition; and, knowledge of available services and supports 1o support their
child’s overall development. The expected result is an increase in knowledge and a
change in specific behaviors addressed through the information and activities provided.

o Reach Out and Read: This stratcgy ¢xpands children’s access to reading by promoting

child literacy as a part of pediatric primary carc. Training is provided to pediatric.
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practices on how to engage parents and young children in early literacy activities;

provides books to pediatricians or their staff to distribute to families with young children.

+ Care Coordination/Medical Home: This strategy embeds a care coordinator into &
clinical practice to assist at-risk families with young children to navigate the complex
health care and social services systems. The expected result of effective care coordination
is that children receive services they need (i.e. well child visits) and families receive
cfficicnt assistance to avoid duplication of scrvices or demands on their time, and
unnccessary. stress. An important component of carc coordination 1s its association with a
medical clinic that is designated as a “medical home™ for the child and their family.

+ Oral Health: The intent of this strategy. is to provide best practice approaches on
enhancing the oral health status of children birth through age 5. The expected results are
prevention of tooth decay and reduction in the prevalence of early childhood tooth
decay. Tooth decay puts children at risk for pain and infections that can lead to lifelong
complications of their health and well-being. The approaches for this strategy include:
oral health screening for children and expectant mothers with referrals to oral health
providers for follow up care as needed; fluoride varnishes for children; oral health
education for families and other caregivers; and, outreach to families, other caregivers
including early learning and care providers, and oral health and medical professionals.

(I) Evidence-based health and safety standards. Ensuring that Arizona’s youngest
citizens, grow up healthy is an important priority in Arizona. In 2012, the ADE and other key
state agencies such as AZDHS, AZDES, and FTF signed an MOU recognizing that the Empower
program would serve as our statewide established goals for child wellness. Nearly 90% of
licensed child care providers in Arizona participate in Empower, an AZDHS program that
partially subsidizes child care licensing fees for programs that actively encourage young children
to make healthy choices about nutrition and physical activity. Arizona was recently recognized
as one of only three states utilizing high impact obesity prevention regulations in child care.
Early learning providers that participate in the Empower program pledge to adopt ten standards
that encourage active play, practice sun safety, support healthy eating, promote good oral health
habits, prevent exposure to sccond-and third-hand smoke, and providc staff with three hours of
professional devclopment on Empower topics. Early lcarning providers will be required to write

a policy for each of the ten standards as a statement of intent or commitment to implement these

39

PR/Award & S413A1500308
Page e54



ARIZONA-Preschool Development Grant Application

evidence-based health and safety standards. The benefits of being an Empower program include
reduced licensing fees, a state-issued Empower facility designation, an Empower pack of ready-
to-use resources, and an Empower Guidebook which provides information on each of the
standards. and sample policies for centers to use or to adapt.

(3. Measure the outcomes of participating children

Arizona will be able to gage implementation of the preschool development grant through
key data scts: child outcome data, Icast restrictive environment data, and reclassification ratcs of
ELL students. Successful improvements in these metrics will strengthen the case for increased
financial provisions for preschool in the future.

Arizona will know it has successfully taken advantage of this funding opportunity
through the information that students provide through the State Board approved assessment tool.
Currently, Teaching Strategies Gold 1s widely implemented by preschool programs throughout
the state in Head Starts, Title I classrooms, and those servicing children with disabilities.
However, as we are in the fifth year of a five-year agreement with Teaching Strategies Gold, we
have entered into the procurement process for determining what the tool will be moving forward.
Any State Board approved tool will be the ongoing progress monitoring tool implemented by
sub-grantees. Al the sub-grantee level, the administrators will be able to ensure compliance and
create processes to support the staff. Most importantly, it will allow for instructional staff to use
the information routinely to address individual needs of children. At the State level, ADE will
use this data to submit its Annual Performance Report (APR) to the Office of Special Education
Programs (OSEP) through the Part B of IDEA State Performance Plan (SPP). ADE will look at
trend level data and make statewide decisions on protessional development and identify supports
needed in the HNCs to meet our ambitious APR goals. Detailed in Table H is a chart of
Arizona's targets for child outcomes. As part of the infrastructure development, this data will be
tied to a student’s unique identifier (SAIS Number) and become part of Arizona’s State

Longitudinal Data Systen.
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Table H. APR Gouls.

i Taking
Acquiring and Appropriate
FFY. 2014 Positive Social- | Using Knowledge |~ BPHOPEE S
Emotional Skills and Skills ,
Needs.
1. Of those children who entered or exited the program below age,
cx:pcctulinns,_ the pereentage that substantially increased their rate 400 796 76,;2‘5%
ol growth by the time they exited. ’ ’
2. Percentage of children who were functioning at a level .
comparable o same-aged peers by the Gime they exited.. 63.3% 62% 67 %
Acquiring and ! akm'g
T - ) Appropriate
FFY 2015 Positive Social- Using Knowledge .
N . - Action to Meet
Emaotional Skills and Skills
Needs
1. O( those childven who entered or exited the program below, age. .
R . P at evihetantiallv inerens Th ot G
expeetations, the. pereentage rhat. substantially. increased their rate R0.5% 79 56 76.5%.
ol growth by the nme they exated.
2. Percentage of children who were functioning ar a level
comparable to same-aged peers by the time they exited.. 63.5% 62.5% 67.5%.
Acquiring and A Ti??‘%a fe
FFY 2016 Positive Social- | Using Knowledge | PPIOPIR "
Emotional Skills and Skills ,
Needs.
1. Of those children who entered or exited the program below age.
;}fpccrauons.. the. pereentage rhut: substantially. increased their rate Q1% Q0% 776
ol growth by the time they exited.
2. Percentage of children who were functioning at a level .
comparable o same-aged peers by the Gime they exited.. 6450 630 O¥%
Acquiring and A ]i:":'igate
FFY 2017 Positive Social- | Using Knowledge ppropriate
. . L Action to Meet
Emaotional Skills and Skills
Needs
1. Of those children who entered or exited the program below age.
expeetations, the. pereentage rhut. substantially. increased their rate 81 5% 80.5% 77 56,
ol growth by the nme they exated.
2. Percentage of children who were functioning ar a level
comparable o same-aged peers by the Gime they exited., 64.5% 63.5% O8.5%
. Acquiring and A T?::":fa te
FFY 2018 Positive Social- | Using Knowledge | [ PProPHate
i . . Action to Meet
Emaotional Skills and Skills
Needs
1. Of those children who entered or exited the program below age
expectations. the percentage that substantially. increased their rate 826 %1% 78
ol growth by the nme they exated.
2. Percentage of children who were functioning a a level, .
comparable to same-aged peers by the time they exited.. 655 645 69%:

In Arizona, with limited preschool opportunities, teams formulating IEPS are often

limited in the choices they make for LRE placements, as indicated in Table I. The grant will

result in a reduction to the number of children being served in sclf-contained classrooms,

indicated in the category “PD.” Converscly, the number of children attending regular EC

Programs at least 10 hours per week receiving majority of special education and related services

in a typical early childhood program which includes at least 50% nondisabled children, indicated
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in the category “PA1" will increase as IEP teams are able to find appropriate and high-quality

placements in their HNCs. Within each HNC this may include any sub-grantee. Arizona’s

ambitious but achievable plan includes a requirement that each HNC reduce the number of

students being served in PD by 1009 and increase the number of students being served in PA1 by

[0%:, as detailed in Table 1.

Table L. Preschool Service Options
Current | Current [Target[Target

HNC Zip Code Name, PAL PD PA  PD
85015, 85017, 85019, 85031, 85301 Alhambra Elementary District 66 49 e )
85008 Balsz Elementary District 36 1
85006, 85008. 85016, 85018 Creighton Elementary. District 25 91 HS |9
83607, 85608, 85626 Douglas Unified District 13

H-<1 =
85043 Fowler Elementary, District 10 36,
85336, 853344 Gadsden Elementary District o)

11 FLL
85301. 85302, 85303 Glendale Elementary District 46 108

H-3 =
85621 Nogales Unified District 22 23 ’
85337 Paloma School District
85648 Santa Cruz Valley Unified District | 4 13 H2 |2

4 4
85350 Somerton Elementary District 37

H-1 - |
85706 Sunnyside Unified District 177 &

3 3
85353 Union Elementary Dristrict 5 21
85304. 85053, 85051, 85029, 85020, 8502385015 | Washington Clecmentary. 39 331 H34 |34
85643 Wilcox Unified District 6

Many young children in Arizona speak a language other than English during their birth to five

years. At the time of enrollment in kindergarten, all students must be screened through a Home

Language Survey administered through the LEA. If the child’s enrollment form or the Home

Language Survey indicates a language other than English is the student’s primary language, the

student must be assessed using the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA).

These directives ensure compliance with Arizona Revised Statutes 15-751 through 15-756.11. In

addition, it ensures Arizona meets with Federal Guidelines Section 3001 of the No Child Left

Behind Act of 2001.

There are three program options for ELLs in the State of Arizona. Currently, 72.5% of

ELLs arc instructed in Structurcd English Immersion classrooms, 27% arc scrved through
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mainstream placement using an Individual Language Learner Plan (ILLP), .5% of students are
being instructed in a bilingual classrooms. Reclassification (the rate at which students are exiting
from the ELL program) of ELLs 1s-measured each year as they are assessed annually at the end
of each school year. Students who score less than proficient are continuing ELLs. This AZELLA
assessment will determine program services/placement for the next school year. Students who
score proficient on this assessment will be reclassified as Fluent English Proficient

(FEP). Reclassification rates for Arizona can be scen in Table J.

As sub-grantces are improving quality to their carly learning programs within HNCs, a targeted
area of focus is 10 enhanced and enriching literacy experiences that support English language
acquisition. ADE will monitor the reclassification rates ol students engaged in the preschool

opportunities. It is anticipated that ELL in the HNC will reclassify at improved rates.

Tahle J. Reclassification Rates

HNC Zip Code Name, Reclassification Rates,
R . L 404
83013, 82017, 85019, 85031, 853031, Alhambra Elementary. District,
- 324
85008, Balsz Elementary, District, i
- . o 324
85006, 85008, 83016, 85018 Creighton Elementary District.
. 26%
85607. 85608. 85626, Douglas Unified District,
. . - 3%
85043, Fowler Elementary, District
- _ 324
85336, 85349 Gadsden Elementary District
- — 224
85301. 85302, 85303 Glendale Elementary. District
- L 356
85621 Nogales Unified District
o 144
85337 Paloma School District ~
- . 284
. 85648, Santa Cruz Valley Unified District
A 3%
85350, Somerton Elementary District
- 26%
85706 Sunnyside Unilied District
cqc . i 26%.
85353 Union Elementary District
- . - —_ 35%.
85643 Wilcox Unificd District.
85304, 85053, 85051, 85029, 85020, 286
85023, 83015 Washington Flementary.. District -

43
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D. Expanding High-Quality Preschool Programs in Each High-Need Community

Arizona’s ambitious but achievable . .
Figurc E. Map of HNCs
plan is to increase access to high-quality early

- e

learning opportunities in 15 targeted HNC in a

. Pageo

Arizona, which can be seen in Figure E. HNCs

. - . . Grand Caryon
were identified with high rates of students *

receiving frec and reduced lunch, more than ., Ih;:ci'ﬁglr;;nn oWiiams

25% of the students served identified as being Flagstal Vs ow
English language learners (ELLs), is predicted (A agy e ePrescon .m.m:ww.

to be serving less than 50% of their capacity *Parher ARIZON A

based on ADE’s K-3 enrollment formula, and G.ona;ﬁ- ..:'::':::‘

lastly the LEAs in that HNC must also have AA AATM:M Sranci

carncd a C or better on the State’s A-F school E{”‘f e Ao ) Saxrd. .
report system (detailed in Table K). It was x.\"‘m_x . T"csx’. b
important to ADE to select LEAs with a C or HR'“"*a_f'”ﬁ“ slag (&

better grade since our ambitious plan is to - e e

make immediate improvements in the level of
quality students are receiving. LEAs that achieved lower than a C grade may not as be as ready
to make changes necessary. to improve quality right away. It is anticipated that within the
identified HNCs Arizona will be able to develop up.to an additional 133 new. classrooms. to
provide high-quality programming to eligible children and increase preschool slots by 3,478 after
four years of the grant.

Outreach was conducted by ADE ECPS already assigned to work in the county where the
HNCs were 1dentified. Initial outreach was conducted to the Head Start Directors and FTF
Regional Council stalf that also works in the designated areas. Together these teams coordinated
times and spaces for community outreach meetings. Using Head Start information, QF
participant lists, NAEYC accreditation, CCDBG recipients (including family child care homes)
invitations were issued to attend an open community meeting to hear more about the
opportunitics possible under the grant. ADE staff outlined expectations of quality and the process
moving forward should Arizona be awardcd. Participants were asked to collaboratively issuc a

letter of support from the HNC to the state grant application. .

44,
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Table K. Selection Crileria for HNCs

District School
Zip Codes

County

District
Grade C
or
Ahove

Free
Lunch

Percent.

ELL
Percent

FTF
Regional
Council

Head Start
Delegate

District
Name.

85015, 85017,
85019. 8503 1.
85301

Maricopa

92

33

Phoenix,
MNorth,
Phocnix
South,
Northwest
Maricopa

City Of Phoenmix:
Southwest
Human
Development:.
Maricopa County.
TTead Start.

Alhambra
Elementary District

85008.

Maricopa.

100

Phoenix
South

City QI Phoenix;
Southwest
Human
Development,
Maricopa County,
Head Start .

Balsz Elementary
District

85006, 35008.
85016, 85014

Maricopa

91

44

Phoenix
South

City Of Phocnix;
Southwest
Human
Development:,
Maricopa County.
Head Start

Creighton
Elementary District

85607, 83608,
85626

Cochise

87

32

Cochise

Child Parcnt
Cenlers, [nc.
(CPC)

Douglas Unitied
District

85043

Maricopa

89

29

Phocnix
South .

City OF Phoenix;
Southwest
Human
Development;
Maricopa County.
Heud Start

Fowler Elementary
District

85336, 85349

Yuma

100

67

Yuma

Weslern, Arizona
Council of
Governments

(WACOG)

Cadsden
Elementary District

85301. 85302.
85303,

Maricopa

94

Northwest
Maricopa

City OF Phoenix;
Southwest
Human
Development:,
Maricopa County.
Head Start

Glendale

Elementary District

85621

Santa
Cruz

100

34

Santa Cruz

Child Parent
Centers, Inc.

(CPC)

Nogales Unified
District

85337

Maricopa

106

3L

Southwest
Maricopa .

City Of Phocnix;
Southwest
Human
Development:
Maricopa County.
TTead Start.

Paloma School
District

85048

Santa
Cruz

hil]

31

Santa Cruz

Child Parent
Centers. Inc.
(CPC)

Santa Cruz Valley
Unified District

Yuma

43

Yuma

Western Arizona
Council of
Governments
(WACOG)

Somerton,
Elcmentary District
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Child Parent
Centers. Inc.

Sonnyside Unificd

85706, Pima 87 24 Pima South {CPCY District

City Of Phocnix;

Southwest

Human

Development:

Southwest Maricopa County. | Union Elementary.

85353 Maricopa 100 26 Maricopa Head Start District
85304, 85053,
85051 85029, Washington, Washington
85020, 83023, Phoenix, Elementary. Elementary. School
85015 Maricopa 33 32 North . School Dhstrict District

Child Parent Willeox Unilied

Centers, Inc. District
85643 Cochise Fii] 22 Cochise {CPCY

The HNCs were identilied by zip codes clustered around a district LEA 1o emphasize that

ADE will utilize a mixed delivery system. All LEAs identified within the HNC have signed

letters. of support whereby even 1if they are not a chosen sub-grantee they will still partner with

others for ECQUIP, K transition, and sharing of local literacy plans.

Two HNCs are located within Cochise County. Cochise is located in the southeastern corner of

Arizona. It encompasses 2,017 square miles and is vastly rural in nature. According to the 2010

census data, there are approximately 10,125 children under the age of six in this county with

26% ol the children under the age ol six live in poverty. The unemployment rate in 2012 was

8.2%. In 2013, approximately 73% of third-graders passed the AIMS in Reading and 66% passed

in Math.

The zip codes 85067, 85608, 85626 are located within Douglas, Arizona. Douglas 1s in

the County of Cochise situated on the US / Mexican border. This highly rural part of Arizona 1s.

located 118 miles southeast of Tucson. The Douglas School District serves this HNC with five

elementary schools, two middle schools, and one high school. Like many communities in

Cochise County, Douglas is very proud of its rich history in Arizona. Douglas School District

No. 3 boasts that it was organized on April 21, 1891. There are four early child care centers and

five home care providers within the HNC. Access to health services is a concern within

community where 13.6% of Children Lack Health Insurance and 32% of children ages birth 1o

24 months do not receive regular immunizations.

The second HNC within Cochise County is within the zip code of 85643 located in

Willcox, Arizona, Willcox is a desert rural town nestled in. the southeastern corner of the state.
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The community has a large migrant population working in tomato farms located near and around
Willcox. The Willcox Unified School District serves this HNC with just one elementary, one
middle, and one high school. The Willcox School District has one preschool classroom that
serves children with disabilities. There is one additional private childcare, a Head Start and a
Migrant Head Start located within this HNC. Like most families of young children in Cochise
County, access to health care is a concern. The HNCs identified in Cochise County are in a
highly rural part of the state with an identified need for increased