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State of Arizona 
Department of Education 

 
CN# 22-13 
USDA SP# 05-2013 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Sponsors of the National School Lunch Program 
 
FROM:  Mary Szafranski, Deputy Associate Superintendent 
  Arizona Department of Education, Health and Nutrition Services 
 
  Cara Peczkowski, Director 
  Arizona Department of Education, School Nutrition Programs   
 
DATE:  November 30, 2012  
 
SUBJECT:      Hurricane Sandy and 6 Cents Certification 
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has received several inquiries regarding 6 
cents certification and School Food Authorities (SFAs) affected by Hurricane Sandy. Below is 
guidance for state agencies receiving questions from SFAs affected by the hurricane.   
 
Certification Documentation for the Week of the Storm   
 
USDA understands that there were some SFAs in hurricane-affected States that had intended for the 
week of October 29 through November 2 to be the week on which their certification documentation 
was based. These SFAs had already planned compliant menus and had prepared (or were in the 
process of preparing) their certification documentation, but were closed some or all of the week due 
to the impacts of Sandy. Since they were unable to actually serve the planned menu for that week, 
we have been asked if they must use another week for certification purposes.  
  
In an effort to avoid additional paperwork burden during the time of a disaster, SFAs in the situation 
described above may use their certification documentation for the week of October 29th - November 
2nd. 
 
There are a couple of important things to note about this exception. This exception only applies to 
weeks that SFAs were closed due to Hurricane Sandy. It is otherwise expected that SFAs submit 
menus for a week that the SFA is in session the entire week. It is assumed that all menus planned 
and served in weeks subsequent to the certification week are also compliant.  
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Deadline Extensions 
 
USDA has also received inquiries regarding extending deadlines for 6 cents certification for the 
month of October. Specifically, some SFAs that were affected by Hurricane Sandy have expressed 
concern that they will be unable to submit October certification documentation within the 
established deadline of November 30. 
 
For example, an SFA wishing to submit menus for the week of October 29th – November 2nd must 
submit certification documentation by November 30th, in order to earn the performance based 
reimbursement for the month of October. Some SFAs are concerned about meeting this deadline 
due to the impact of the hurricane. 
 
Please contact your Child Nutrition Program Specialist at Arizona Department of Education (ADE) 
with questions concerning this guidance. Your specialist can be found at the top of your Sponsor 
Application on CNP Web Common Logon. 
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