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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Food Distribution Program Participants 
 
FROM:  Tina Herzog, Food Distribution Program Director 
  Arizona Department of Education, Food Distribution Program  
 
DATE:  January 31, 2008  
 
SUBJECT: URGENT Hold Notice – A594 and A608 Beef Products from Westland Meat Co. 
 
USDA received news yesterday of serious allegations concerning the treatment of cattle at 
Westland Meat Company, a slaughter facility.  For your information, USDA’s Agricultural 
Marketing Service (AMS) immediately suspended Westland Meat as a supplier to USDA 
effective January 30, 2008, and placed an administrative hold on all products in or destined for 
Federal food and nutrition programs.  State Agencies and red meat processors were notified.   

The product holds that were issued were for: 

A594 coarse ground beef             Only those diverted to the following processors: Pierre, 
King’s Command, & Integrated 

A608 fine ground beef 40            Only those shipped through U.S. Foodservice 

Arizona was listed as one of the states having received these trucks. At this time all recipients, 
including schools, should put the product on hold and should not use it. This includes these 
commodities received directly and any end-products that contain these commodities (see the 
processing catalog for products made by the processors listed). Please hold these cases and do 
not dispose of them until further notice resulting from the USDA investigation. We will supply 
more information and instructions as discussions occur and decisions are made by USDA. 

Please contact me at (602) 542-8781 if you have any questions about this hold. You may click 
the following link for a statement from the USDA Secretary concerning Westland Meat Co., 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/!ut/p/_s.7_0_A/7_0_1OB?contentidonly=true&contentid=2008/
01/0025.xml
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