Arizona School Garden Programs
Frequently Asked Questions

	How do I start a School Garden Program?

	Starting a School Garden Program may seem overwhelming; however, involving parents, neighbors, and local nurseries or garden supply stores are a great place to start. It is important to use the resources within your community as community involvement is one of the strongest driving forces behind a successful school garden. In addition, getting support from your school administration from the start of the program is very important. 

	Resources

	· The American Community Gardening Association has developed a “Starting a Community Garden” document for those interested in taking the first step in planning a garden. 
· The University of Arizona Cooperative Extension (Maricopa County) Master Gardener Program & Success with School Gardens resource page. 
· FFA (formerly known as Future Farmers of America)
· Valley Permaculture Alliance 



	 How many school gardens are there in Arizona?

	According to a survey sent to Arizona school districts on the National School Lunch Program in 2012 it is estimated that 100 Arizona school districts operate at least one school garden. 

	Resources

	· In 2010 Slow Food Phoenix in Schools toured Arizona School Gardens and created a map of those schools who participated in the tour. This map is available in a PDF on the ADE School Gardens webpage. 



	Are there any grants available for school gardens?

	 Yes, there are several grant and fundraising opportunities available, nationally, for school and community gardens. 

	Resources

	· American Community Gardening Association’s funding opportunities page
· Western Growers 
· California School Garden Network grant searching resources
· Available to public schools in the Tempe and Kyrene school districts, grades K-12.
· Safeway Foundation
· Whole Foods Foundation 






	Can school garden produce be used in school meals?

	Yes! In fact, it is encouraged. When handling fresh produce, practicing food safety both, in and out of the kitchen is important. For more information on practicing food safety in your garden, contact your county health department. 

	Resources

	· Arizona Department of Health Services guidance document on food safety in the garden
· Arizona Department of Education memo on food safety and food safety plan template for the garden.
· The United States Department of Agriculture’s document named Food Safety Tips for School Gardens.



For more information please email ArizonaFarmtoSchool@azed.gov
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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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