CARRYOVER NOTICE (EMAIL)

To School Food Participants:

The Arizona Department of Education School Food Program, (formerly Food Distribution) has a “use it or lose it” policy relating to the carryover inventory. This policy states approval of 20-25% for each sponsor’s diversion to be allowed into the new school year and diverting the carryover pounds by November 30th of each year. This timeline gives sponsors 17 months to process all their poundage into end products. 

Approval of the carryover pounds is contingent upon the sponsors providing a formal Plan of Action determining how these pounds will be diverted, which must include a completed commodity calendar/planner or a written, detailed Plan of Action including your specific plans to diminish your carryover addressed to ADE and the processor or broker. This will be kept on file and monitored with each monthly performance report beginning with July.

If a sponsor does not use the pounds carried over into the new school year nor have an action plan in place, the pounds will be transferred into the State Account for other eligible recipients to utilize with no entitlement required. The sponsor will lose the USDA value and the benefit USDA Foods bring school meals and their program. 

As we near the November 30th date I am encouraging you all to look over these pounds with each manufacturer and report on your carryover pounds. I have attached a template of the required information needed in the report. Please submit the report by COB December 2, 2011. No feedback by the date listed will constitute ADE to presume no interest in processing the remaining carryover pounds and will be transferred to the state account. 

PLEASE NOTE IF YOU DO NOT PROCESS USDA FOODS WITH COMMERICAL MANUFACTURERS, PLEASE DISREGARD THIS MESSAGE.
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