THE PROGRAM:

The DoD Fresh Produce Program allows a sponsor to take a portion or all of their USDA Foods entitlement and apply it to the DoD Fresh Produce Program (money can be transferred from your B entitlement to A entitlement as needed in order to cover the full amount you wish to spend in the DoD Fresh Produce Program).  What does that mean exactly?  Once you determine how much entitlement you would like to put towards purchasing fresh produce, you complete the Participation Request form.  The form is sent to the Department of Defense to create an account in the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Order Receipt System (FFAVORS).  Once your account is created, you will be notified of your temporary username/password, and the entitlement amount you requested will be loaded into the FFAVORS system by July 1.  You may begin placing fresh produce orders at that time.  

A 4.6% surcharge will be added to your account balance in FFAVORS to cover delivery/administrative fees.  A sponsor will NOT pay delivery fees and a purchase order does not need to be created unless your district requires it (please check with your institution regarding local procurement requirements).  Fresh produce can be purchased through the DoD Fresh Produce Program from July 1 through June 30.  The contracted produce Vendor (Stern Produce) requires 72 hours to process an order and orders can be placed up to 10 days in advance (that is the maximum number of days Stern Produce will hold a price).

The produce ordering catalog is updated in FFAVORS every Thursday to include seasonal and locally grown produce.  25% of your entitlement must be spent on locally grown items so be sure you are meeting that requirement by selecting the locally grown produce identified in the catalog.  Sponsors are only allowed to purchase domestic produce (produce grown in the continental United States).  In error, non-domestic items may occasionally be placed on the catalog, do not order these items and notify Dawn Irvine at ADE when you see them in the catalog.  

ADE is working with Stern Produce to develop marketing materials for sponsors to showcase locally grown items and the farms in which they were harvested.  This is a work in progress but we hope to have some materials for SY13.

PROGRAM HISTORY:

In 1994, the Food and Nutrition Service began working with the Agricultural Marketing Service and other agencies in and out of government to explore options for providing more fresh fruit and vegetable products to schools. This meeting led to talks with the Department of Defense, to enter into a pilot project to supply fresh fruit and vegetables directly to schools along with their deliveries to military installations or other sites in the United States. An agreement was signed by administrators of the Food and Nutrition Service, Agricultural Marketing Service, and DoD in August 1995 authorizing the program. 

Advantages of the DoD Fresh Produce Program include greater buying power, consistent deliveries, emphasis on high quality, a large variety of produce items including pre-cuts and locally grown, and an easy-to-use ordering website with funds tracking. 

Through the Department of Defense Fresh Produce Program, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has been able to offer schools a wider variety of fresh produce than would not normally be available through USDA purchases. USDA has met with DoD, and expressed its desire that local procurement efforts should be further increased, and we are aware that DoD is procuring locally to the greatest extent possible, consistent with season and quality.

