
 

 

School Garden Toolkit 

What You Will Need: 

 Garden Manager/Council 

 Land/Space for garden site 

 Funding/Community Partners 

 Faculty/Parents buy-in 

 Watering source 

 Seeds 

 Tools 

 

 

 

Steps: 

1) Designate a garden manager or 

members of a garden council. 

Sample skills required of a garden 

manager 
http://www.publicgardens.org/content/apga-

career-282 

2) Determine land availability for the 

garden. If space in an issue, consider 

container gardens, indoor gardens, or 

vertical gardens. For those starting 

out, perhaps, try a standard 4’x8’x1’ 

sized bed with 3 feet to work around.  

School Garden Wizard may also be a 

great resource 
http://www.schoolgardenwizard.org/wizard/pl

an/vision_analyze.html 

3) Find out about watering source. 

Contact local water provider. 

National Handbook of 

Recommended Methods for Water 

Data Acquisition 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/chapter11/chapter11C

.html 

4) It is best practice to have your soil 

tested. A test will reveal the pH and 

the presence of heavy metals.  

Soil Sampling and Analysis 
http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/crops/az1412.p

df 

Soil Testing Laboratories in Arizona 
http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/az1111.

pdf 
5) Plan the garden. 

School Garden Wizard 
http://www.schoolgardenwizard.org/wizard/pl

an/ 

U of A Cooperative Extension 
http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/az1153.

pdf 
Success with School Gardens 
http://ag.arizona.edu/youthgardens/marketpl

ace/success_book/PDF_list.html 

6) Estimate your budget. Using your 

design developed in step 5, assess the 

materials that will be needed and the 

cost. 

Sample budget 
http://members.efn.org/~sgp/pdfs/Cost%20

of%20Tools%20Needed.pdf 

7) Obtain funding. Options include 

grants, donations, and fundraisers. 
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Grant sources 
http://www.communitygarden.org/learn/resour

ces/funding-opportunities.php 

How to write a grant 
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/habitat/grant-

writing-tips.pdf 
8) Obtain tools and seeds. 

Sources for seeds  
http://www.america-the-beautiful.org/ 

Suggested tools needed 
http://www.schoolgardenwizard.org/wizard/cr

eate/basics.php 

9) Develop a Food Safety Plan and 

Risk Control Plan. 

Sample Food Safety Plan 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/implemen

ting/safety.htm 
Sample Risk Control Plan 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/F

SP-FS_3RCPguidance-

IntrctvInsp_Aug07_206400_7.pdf 

10) Get to work in the garden. Prepare 

the soil. Ensure that the irrigation or 

watering system is ready to go. Plant! 

Planting Calendar 
http://cals.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/az1005.

pdf 
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