Keeping our School Gardens Safe
The Arizona Department of Health Services (AZDHS) recently wrote and released a guidance document outlining best practices to implement in the school garden. This guidance is based off of the USDA Good Handling Practices and Good Agriculture Practices (GHP/GAP). These practices are voluntarily implemented in the production and handling of produce nationally and has now been restructured to fit school gardens. Schools who are interested in serving garden produce to students are strongly encouraged to follow these state-wide recommendations. In conjunction to these guidelines, the Arizona Department of Education has created a model food safety plan that will help schools in implementing this set of best practices.
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For more information on school gardens, please contact Ashley Schimke at 602-364-2282 or Ashley.Schimke@azed.gov

