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GOALS FOR PARTICIPANTS 

This training is designed specifically for the mainstream classroom 

teacher that has one or more ELL students with an Individual Language 

Learner Plan (ILLP). 

 

Participants will be 

able to: 

• Scaffold instruction for English 

language learners using strategies 

and SEI methodologies in the 

mainstream classroom. 

• Incorporate informational text into a 

unit of study. 

• Base reading instruction on text-

dependent questions. 
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UNIT OF STUDY DESIGN 

1. Content standard 

2. Big Idea 

3. Arizona’s Common 
Core Standards 

4. ELP Standards 

5. Objective 

6. Essential Questions 

7. Text Selection 

8. Vocabulary 

9. Learning Activities 
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CONTENT STANDARD 

■ Social Studies Standards-2nd Grade 

□ Strand 3-Civics/Government 

□ Concept 1: Foundations of Government 

● PO 1. Describe the history and meaning of national 

symbols, documents, songs, and monuments that 

represent American democracy and values: 

o a. American Flag 

o b. Pledge of Allegiance 
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BIG IDEA 

■ Targeted, enduring, and transferable ideas at 

the heart of the discipline. 

□ The United States is represented by a number of 

symbols, and each one holds special meaning for 

different reasons. 
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Arizona’s Common Core Standards 

Arizona 2010 ELA Standards: 

■ RI.2.1-Locate Facts and answer such questions as who, 

what, where, when, why and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text. 

■ RI.2.5- Know and use various text features(e.g., 

captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 

electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 

information in a text efficiently 

 

CCELA and ELP correlation.pdf
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English Language Proficiency Standards 

ELL Stage II, Reading Domain 
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English Language Proficiency Standards 

ELL Stage II, Reading Domain 
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ELL LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES 

■ The student will demonstrate knowledge of 

reading comprehension by using text and 

external text features to locate facts and, to 

ask and answer questions to clarify the text. 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 

■ Questions that spark meaningful connections, 

provoke inquiry, and encourage transfer. 

□ What are some of the symbols of the United 

States? 

□ What do these symbols represent? 

□ Explain how/why these symbols represent the 

United States. 

□ Which symbols would you choose to represent you? 

Why did you choose these symbols? 
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TEXT COMPLEXITY 

Select text(s) that measure within 

the grade-level text complexity 

band and are of sufficient 

quality and scope for the stated 

purpose. 

From CCSS Attachment A 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf
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COMMON CORE LEXILE RANGES 

Text Complexity 

Grade Band in the 

Standards 

Old Lexile Ranges Lexile Ranges 

Aligned to CCR 

expectations* 

K-1 N/A N/A 

2-3 450-725 420-820 

4-5 645-845 740-1010 

6-8 860-1010 925-1185 

9-10 960-1115 1050-1335 

11-CCR 1070-1220 1185-1385 

*Modified table from CCSS Appendix A  

Updated with CCSSO/National Governors Association Text Complexity Grade Bands and 

Associated Ranges from Multiple Measures 
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QUANTITATIVE DIMENSION 

The terms quantitative dimensions and factors 
refer to those aspects of text complexity, such as 
word length or frequency, sentence length, and 
text cohesion,        that are difficult if not impossible 
for a human reader to evaluate efficiently, 
especially in long texts, and are thus today 
typically measured by computer software. 

CCSS Appendix A 

http://lexile.com/


Comparison of Various Reading Level Models 

*This chart was retrieved from 

the following website: 

http://www.oema.net/lexiles/R

eadingLevelComps.pdf. 

This chart was provided to the 

Oregon Educational Media 

Association by Steven 

Zimmerman of Harcourt. It 

provides a comparison by 

grade level of different book 

leveling systems including 

Lexiles, Fountas and Pinnell 

(Guided Reading), Basal, DRP 

(Degrees of Reading Power), 

Reading Recovery and DRA. 

Library Document # 4 
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QUALITATIVE DIMENSION 

In the standards, qualitative dimensions and 

factors refer to those aspects of text complexity 

best measured or only measurable by an 

attentive human reader, such as levels of meaning 

or purpose; structure; language conventionality 

and clarity; and knowledge demands. 

CCSS Appendix A 
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Reader & Task Considerations 

While the prior two elements of the model focus on the inherent 

complexity of text, variables specific to particular readers (such 

as motivation, knowledge, and experiences) and to particular 

tasks (such as purpose and the complexity of the task assigned 

and the questions posed) must also be considered when 

determining whether a text is appropriate for a given student.  

Such assessments are best made by teachers employing their 

professional judgment, experience, and knowledge of their 

students and the subject. 

CCSS Appendix A 
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Common Core ELA Shift 1 

 

Balance of informational and literary 

texts 

 

(50% informational text – science and 

social studies emphasis) 
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Text Selections 

■ The American Flag by Susan H. Gray 

■ Our American Flag by Mary Firestone 

■ The Pledge of Allegiance by Pamela Dell 

■ The Pledge of Allegiance by Norman Pearl 

530L 

790L 740L 

740L 

Grade Band CCR Lexile Band 

2-3 420L -820L 

Library Document # 5 
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Word Tiers by Isabel Beck 

(Beck, McKeown, Kucan, 2002)  
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KEY VOCABULARY 
 

■ Skill Words: glossary, table of contents, index, 

titles, bold and/or italicized print, captions 

■ Content Words: colonies, rules, symbols, revolution, 

respect, allegiance, salute, pledge, indivisible, 

liberty, justice, patriotic, patriotism, approval, 

proclamation, national anthem, official, 

anniversary, celebration, recite, reminder, veteran, 

country, nation, fort, Republic 

 *words not found in glossary 



Office of English Language Acquisition Services 

High Powered SEI Methodologies 

■ The Big Cheese 

■ Collaborative Story 

Re-Tell 

■ Four Picture Story 

Frames 

■ Language Warm Up 

■ Morph House 

■ Reverse Questioning 

■ Syntax Surgery 

■ This or That 

■ Verb Tense Study 

■ Vertical Sentences 

■ Vocabulary Frames 

■ What We Know 

IDEAL 

Vocabulary Frames 

What We Know 
Morph House 

Vertical Sentences 

Syntax Surgery 

Library Document # 7 
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High Powered SEI Strategies 

■ Always establish a language objective 

■ Always use the 50/50 rule 

□ Teacher speaks 50% 

□ Student speaks 50% 

■ Always push students to their productive discomfort level 

■ Always have students respond in complete sentences 

■ Always remember the teacher does nothing the students 
can do themselves 

Library Document # 8 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

STRATEGIES 

1. Group Work 

2. Activate Prior Knowledge 

3. Academic Language Scaffolding 

4. Modeled Think-Alouds 

5. Use of Context Clues 

6. Word Banks 

7. Leveled Questions 

8. Teacher Lecture and Student Note Taking 

9. Role Playing 

10. Realia, Primary Source Material, and Artifacts 

11. Jigsaw Learning 

12. Graphic Organizers 

13. Analogies Library Document # 9 
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ANTICIPATORY SET 

■ Engage student’s attention. Connect to prior 

learning/experience. Establish relevance. Why 

is it important for students to learn this? 

□What We Know… 

Library Document #10 
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Steps for What We Know-Heidi Koski 
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What We Know About  

the American Flag 

■ The flag is red, white, 

and blue.   

    

■ Its got stars and lines 

on it.   

   

■ The flag is in my 

classroom. 

Student 

responses are 

recorded by 

teacher. 
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What We Know About  

the American Flag 

■ The flag is red, white, 

and blue.   

    

■ Its got stars and lines 

on it.   

   

■ The flag is in my 

classroom. 

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/eggtimer-countdown/
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What We Know About  

the American Flag 

■ The flag is red, white, 

and blue.   

    

■ Its got stars and lines 

on it.   

   

■ The flag is in my 

classroom. 

■ The flag of the United 
States of America has 
red and white stripes, 
and white stars on a 
blue background. 

■  Because the flag is a 
symbol of our country, 
you will find it in every 
classroom in America. 
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Smartboard Lesson 
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FOR ANY READING LESSON 

Consider: 

 First read - Teacher reads text in its entirety 
 providing the student with his/her own copy of the text to follow along 

 Second read - modeling think-alouds 

 interactions within the text book 

 make notes 

 highlighting 

 use of sticky notes 

 Third read – discussions in small groups or pairs, 
summary of text 
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What 

  

Are/Is 

When 

  

Are/Is 

  

Where 

  

Are/Is 

  

Which 

  

Are/Is 

Who 

  

Are/Is 

Why 

  

Are/Is 

How 

  

Are/Is 

What 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

When 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

Where 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

Which 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

Who 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

Why 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

How 

  

Did/Do/Does 

  

What 

  

Can/Could 

  

When 

  

Can/Could 

  

Where 

  

Can/Could 

  

Which 

  

Can/Could 

  

Who 

  

Can/Could 

  

Why 

  

Can/Could 

  

How 

  

Can/Could 

  
What  

  

Would/Should 

  

When 

  

Would/Should 

Where 

  

Would/Should 

Which 

  

Would/Should 

Who 

  

Would/Should 

Why 

  

Would/Should 

How 

  

Would/Should 

What 

  

Will 

  

When 

  

Will 

  

Where 

  

Will 

Which 

  

Will 

Who 

  

Will 

Why 

  

Will 

How 

  

Will 

What 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

When 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

Where 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

Which 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

Who 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

Why 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

How 

  

May 

Might 

Must 

  

Modified from Blackburn- 

Rigor is NOT a Four-Letter Word 

Source: Wiederhold (1995) 
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Sample Text-Dependent Questions 

Who suggested that one common flag should be used by the American 
colonies? 

 

Which song became the national anthem of the United States? 

 

How many stars are on the current flag?  Has it always been this way? 
How do you know? 

 

Why did the colonists need a new flag?    

 

Why is the flag a symbol of freedom? 

   

  

 

Library Document # 13 
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SAMPLE RESPONSE FRAMES 

■ In my opinion… 

■ I noticed…. 

■ I agree with (classmate) in that… 

■ Like (classmate) was saying, I…. 

■ ___ and ___ are the same because ___. 

■ ___ is ___. On the other hand, ___ is ___.  

■ ___ and ___ differ because ___. 

Library Document # 14 
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LEVELED QUESTION STRATEGY 

Sample Leveled Questions: 

 

■ Basic: Look at page 13. Where is the title? Does this 
page have a caption? 

 

■ Intermediate: How many stars and stripes were on the 
first American flag? 

 

■ High or mainstream: Trees and snakes were symbols on 
some early flags.  What did these symbols represent? 
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PAIRED TWO TEXT 

■ After students have had exposure to multiple 

readings 

■ Select a portion of the text and drill deeper 

■ This example has paired two texts and asked 

students to compare and contrast 

■ Students are then asked to generate questions 

based on their findings to be shared with the class 

Library Document # 15 
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PURPOSEFUL PARTNERING 

■ Create a supportive range in ability (e.g., high 

with fairly high or middle, middle with low) rather 

than pairing extremes or equally low students. 

■ Include a newcomer or exceptionally low reader in 

a trio with responsible students who share first. 

■ Partner reticent participants with encouraging 

students, not impulsive or impatient responders. 
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ASSESSMENT 

■ Use text feature cards formative and 

summative assessment - students’ ability to 

identify the text features 

■ Text Feature Quiz 

■ Flag Quiz - summative 

 

Library Documents # 15 and 16 
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LESSON CLOSURE 

■ Re-visit the Essential Questions.  Discuss. 

■ Class Project 

□ American Symbols Class Book 
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

■ Team Flag 

■ Morph House-Oral Language/Vocabulary 

■ Vertical Sentences-Oral Language/Vocabulary or 

Writing 

■ Vocabulary Frames-Oral Language/Vocabulary 

■ Syntax Surgery-Grammar 

■ Expand unit to research other American symbols 
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Students are given the opportunity to 

see how adding suffixes and prefixes to 

a base word works to create a whole  

family of new words. 

 

 

This skill also helps students to read and 

understand new words when they are 

able to recognize a base word within a 

larger word. 
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Vertical Sentence                      

     adjective                                    verb 

Our school has a big flag that moves in the wind.  
        large           waves 

         grand                billows 

        huge                 wafts 

        colossal           flutters 

       humongous 

 

Our school has a _______ flag that ______ in the wind. 

Students generate 

synonyms for given 

words and then use 

context and syntax to 

determine which new 

words will work in the 

sentence 

Library Document # 19 
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Sentence Frames for Content Area Vocabulary.  

Since it is a _______, it certainly must be a/the ______.  

That is a/an _______ because it is a _________.  

To _______ means to _________.  

Those are _________ which are _________.   

You can tell it’s a ________ because _________.  

 

1. Since it is a list of definitions located at the back of a book, it certainly must be the glossary. 

2. That is an index because it is a list of subjects and their page numbers located at the back of a 

book. 

3. To say the pledge means to make a serious promise. 

4. To salute means to show respect by raising the right hand to the forehead. 

5. Those are symbols which are objects that stand for something else. 

6. You can tell it’s a table of contents because it is a list of chapters and it is located at the front 

of a book.  

Many students are 

asked to orally 

define vocabulary 

words as part of 

their learning, this 

methodology 

provides a structure 

to help students 

form correct 

sentences while 

practicing content 

vocabulary. 
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WRAP UP 

1. Content standard 

2. Big Idea 

3. Arizona’s Common 

Core Standards 

4. ELP Standards 

5. Language Objective 

6. Essential Questions 

7. Text Selection 

8. Vocabulary 

9. Learning activities 

10. Differentiation 

11. Assessments 

12. Extension activities 
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Tammara Ragsdale 

Education Program Specialist – OELAS 

Tammara.Ragsdale@azed.gov 

 
Secily Downes 

Education Program Specialist – OELAS 

Secily.Downes@azed.gov 

 

CONTACT US 


