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FROM:  Yousef Awwad, Director of School Finance  
 
DATE:    September 28, 2010      
 
SUBJECT:   GED VS. High School Diploma  
 
 
The question of whether a student with a GED can return to school and reenroll to obtain a high school 
diploma has been raised by many districts and charters. 
 
ADE’s policy has been that a student with a GED is not eligible for state aid funding if the student 
returns and reenrolls to obtain a high school diploma. Many districts raised concerns that the armed 
forces and many private business facilities require students to have a high school diploma as a condition 
to accept their application. After further review of the state statutes and consultation with the Attorney 
General, ADE is reversing its policy and will allow state aid funding for students who have a GED and 
would return to school to obtain a high school diploma as long as other conditions in Arizona Revised 
Statute are being complied with. 
 
If you have any further questions, please contact Yousef Awwad by phone at 602-542-5695 or via email 
at Yousef.Awwad@azed.gov  
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