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SCHOOL FINANCE MEMORANDUM 07-037   


TO:
Qualified Private Schools and Parents of students with awarded scholarships for pupils with disabilities
FROM:
Philip Williams, Deputy Associate Superintendent of School Finance
DATE:

12/22/06
SUBJECT:
A.R.S. §15-891 Scholarships for pupils with disabilities payment requirements
On September 21, 2006, Arizona Revised Statute (A.R.S.) §15-891 became effective.  This statute implements the Arizona scholarships for pupils with disability program.  The program provides pupils with disabilities with the option of attending any public school or receiving a scholarship to any qualified school of choice.  Payments for this scholarship are to be paid quarterly to the parent of the pupil and mailed directly to the qualified private school of choice each quarter.  
According to A.R.S. §15-891.04 (F), the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) must verify that the student has been accepted for admission as well as continued enrollment and attendance before payments can be made.  In order to comply with this statute, the ADE must receive the following information prior to any scholarship payments being distributed.
· A copy of qualified private school’s calendar

· A copy of the tuition bill(s) that are applicable to the payment quarter
· Enrollment date, withdrawal date (if applicable) and attendance information from the qualified private school.

All required documentation must be submitted to

The Arizona Department of Education

School Finance Unit

1535 West Jefferson Street, BIN13

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

(602) 542-3099 fax

SchoolFinance@azed.gov
After all information has been received by the ADE, warrants made payable to the parent will be mailed to the qualified private school.  If the student has only attended a portion of the quarter, the quarterly distribution will be prorated accordingly.  A.R.S. § 15-891.04 (E) states that ADE shall not make any retroactive payments.  This means that there will be no payments made for any tuition charges prior to the day that this legislation became law, September 21, 2006.  There also will be no payments for any tuition charges incurred prior to the students scholarship approval.
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