JOB TITLE:  Reading First State Reading Specialist

PURPOSE:
The purpose of the State Reading Specialist (SRS) is to work collaboratively with Arizona Reading First school sites and district personnel, in providing clarity, a sense of urgency, and capacity building to improve K-3 reading instruction and increase student achievement. Reading Specialists also support schools in the implementation of AZ READS with a focus on enhancing the level of expertise of K-3 reading teachers through the application of evidence-based strategies in reading instruction. 

SPECIFIC DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

Professional Knowledge

· Demonstrates comprehensive knowledge of the Arizona State Reading First Plan
· Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of scientifically-based reading research (SBRR) and scientifically based reading instruction (SBRI) specifically related to K-3 students
· Provides leadership to Reading First schools in analyzing assessment data to design and deliver instruction
· Demonstrates knowledge, understanding and expertise in appropriate use of assessments (e.g., Outcome, Screening, Diagnostic, and Progress Monitoring)
· Understands the purpose and specifics of core, supplemental, and intervention programs to assist the Reading First schools in the effective use of these programs
· Demonstrates knowledge and understanding in adult learning theories and the practice of coaching teachers in the area of instruction
Coaching and Collaborating

· Attends all State Reading First mandatory professional development
· Conducts classroom observations and provides “next step” support to principals, coaches and teachers
· Establishes and maintains regular communication with school sites, including Reading First Coordinator, Principal, Site Based Coach and Reading Leadership Team
· Provides and/or facilitates professional development through trainings, mini-in-services and staff discussions to further develop teachers’ understanding of effective reading instruction
Technical Assistance

· Provides targeted technical assistance as needed to RF schools assigned to the SRS
· Collaborates with district Reading First Coordinator to create plans for school sites
· Uses the Technical Assistance Model for site visits
· Identifies the schools’ areas of need through classroom observations, data analysis, attending grade-level and Reading Leadership meetings
· Supports the schools’ implementation of the four key components of a comprehensive reading program (Leadership, Instruction/Intervention, Communication/Collaboration and Assessment)

Assessment

· Supports and monitors site personnel in their use of data-based decisions to plan instruction for all learners 

Professional Responsibilities

· Participates in all professional development sponsored by Arizona Department of Education

· Supports the site level professional development plan through facilitation and/or participation at in-services, grade level team meetings, and Reading Leadership Team meetings

.

· Provides content expertise in scientifically-based reading research and its implications for classroom instruction as needed
· Provides ongoing support and assistance to non-funded schools that addresses reading achievement through the implementation of Arizona’s reading initiative (AZ READS)
· Provides professional development to K-3 teachers in the effective use of scientifically based reading instruction and a valid and reliable assessment system
· Works collaboratively with ADE’s Reading First Office and the cadre of State Reading Specialists 
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SRS Responsibilities


