Education Professions Supplemental Curriculum Lesson Plan

Lesson Planning
Title of Lesson: Evaluating Lesson Plan Sites
Developed By: Julie Binnicker

Objective: Students will investigate several lesson plan sites, evaluating the sites for accuracy,
authority, objectivity, currency, and coverage.

Essential Question: What are the criteria for an effective lesson plan site?

Activities:

In small teams, students will discuss the following questions:
1. How do you know when a web site is effective?
2. Specifically, what the traits/characteristics of an effective web site?
3. Why might it benefit a teacher to identify effective lesson plan sites?

After teams have finished discussing these questions, have a brief whole-class discussion about
these questions, listing criteria the students have identified. Review the five criteria for
evaluating web pages: accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, and coverage.

Have students work in the computer lab, exploring web sites listed on the Lesson Plan Site
Handout. Using the Chart for Evaluating Lesson Plan Sites, have students evaluate sites, using
the five criteria as a point of reference.

Materials:
Sample list of lesson plan sites, chart for evaluating sites

Here is another chart that is great for evaluating web sites:
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/Teachinglib/Guides/Internet/EvalForm General Barker.pdf --
However, you may still want to modify it a bit to fit evaluating lesson plan sites -- change the
wording, depth/variety of plans, quality of plans, etc.

Assessment:

Have students meet in small teams and present their findings about the lesson plan sites to their
group. Have groups identify the lesson plan sites that they most endorse to present to the
group. Students can then mark their lesson plan handout accordingly, using it as a reference
sheet when they are considering lesson planning options for their field experience.

Time: approximately 60 minutes




Standard(s):

13.0 APPLY TECHNOLOGY FOR INSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT

13.3 Identify digital resources that help teachers in planning instruction, classroom
management, and communication

13.4 Apply knowledge and skills of technology to integrate content areas with interactive
student learning activities

13.5 Integrate technology relevant to lesson planning, teaching, and classroom management
and assessment

Arizona Educational Technology Standards:

Strand 3: Concept 1: PO 2: Evaluate diverse information sources

Strand 3: Concept 2: PO 2: Defend the authority of primary and/or secondary sources used in
research

Strand 3: Concept 2: PO 3: Evaluate information identifying facts, opinions, bias, inaccurate and
misleading information by analyzing multiple sources.



