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Chalie Dryer 12 fower cenler guards Lhe bowling pins during a game of Bean Bag Foel Tap at Homer Davis Elemantary Sehool s Skills for Success after-school program

ter-school

Ry Andrea fivera
ARIZOUADALY SHAR

Homer Davis  Hlementary
School's doors don't close whan
elasses are dismissed.

The Arizona Department of
Eduealion  awarded  Fom
Davis a five-year 2181 Century
Cormmmnity Learning Cenlers
grant werth $500,600 lo offer
an after-school Skills for Sue-
cess progrsn at the Flowing
Wells seirond

The school, 4250 N Romero
Rowd, offers programs for dif-
ferent grade levels from 2 to §
p m. every school day.

“The goal with the program is
Lo keeps kids engaged with afler -
school activities that will, in

turny, benefit their homework
completion rates and also in-
crease  their  (fest)  scores)
Homer Davis Principal Drolt
Ronner said

Reading and wribing, tech-
nelogy, homework, recreation
und other aelivilies are offered
lo students as part of the pro-
gram

Special classes, such as Mad
Seience and & KidzArt elass, also
are otfered throwgh the granl-
funded program

Plant Explarers, for students
in grades 4-6. meefs Fridays o
maintain the school's new turtle
habikist

Older students also can vol-
unteer Lo help oul on days when

they sren'l scheduded {o attend
e progrand,

Fifth-prader Kendra Barillas
helped  second-graders  with
thinir homeworlk last weelk.

“Ws a preal program)” she
said “The kids are learning and
'y fun because the kids are hap-~
py Lo be heve”

First- amd second-praders
participate in {he sfter-school
progrom Mondays and Tues-
dayg, Wednesdays  are re-
served for [ifth- amd sixth-
graders amd Thursdays and
Fridays are for third- and
fourtii-graders

On her day. Kendra takes part

Continued onpage 21

Jorge Gamboa. G, right. watches Jufian Nunez 6, as he works on a leaf
stencil 1o go along with an art project aboul fall dering the grart-lusd-
nd Skilts for Success after-school program
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in recreation, computers and
reading and writing,

“E T wasn't at Skills for Suc-
cess, I'd be bored at home doing
nothing and trying to figure out
what to do]" she said.

Centennial Elementary
School, 2200 W. Wetmore Road,
also received a five-year
$500,000 grant to fund a Skills
for Success program at its
school.

Six of the eight schools in the
Flowing Wells Unified School
district offer Skills for Success
programs on their campuses.

Walter Douglas and Laguna
elementary schools and Flowing
Wells junior high and high
school also have programs.

Richardson and Hendricks el-
ementary schools are not eligi-
ble for the grants.

Schools have to have at least
50 percent of their students
qualify for free or reduced-price
Iunch to be eligible. Test scores
also factor into eligibility.

Flowing Wells works collabo-

ratively with Flowing Wells Ex-
fension Programs Inc., a non-
profit agency that provides
services to the Flowing Wells
school district, to obtain the
grants.

Bonner and his staff didn't
learn they were awarded a grant
until early August.

That meant he and his site co-
crdinator, Kerrie Hankinson,
orty had a few weeks to pull to-~
gether the program.

Skills for Success at Homer
Davis started Ang. 24,

“We took off well]" Hankin-
son said. “It's a good feeling
knowing vou are doing some-
thing good for the students

Some 230 students partici-
pate in the program and as many
as 90 can attend on any given
day, Bonner said

Homer Davis enrolls 450 stu-
dents.

Parents have responded well
to the program, Hankinson
said. And she should know -
her two children attend Homer
Davis and participate in the
program.

“1 love it} she said. “Both of
my children are very artistic and
they are learning more siaﬂs in
the program.’

Second- grader Veromca
Lozano enjoys art and home-
work.

“We draw pictures of flow-
ers; she said.

" She completes her homework

. during the program so she has

more time to play outside when
she gets home, she said.

Opportupities for families
also are built into the grant.

Homer Davis will offer a se-
ries of workshops during the
gchool year open to families and
the entire Homer Davis com-
mnity.

A recent workshop taught
parents how to interpret their
children’s test scores. _

“We want to keep connected
to our parents and community
and let them know our doors are
open and we want them to bein-
volved," Bonner said.

Contactreparter Andréa Rivera at
806-7737 or ariveraBazstarnet.com.



